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Oprah Magazine’s (O, The Oprah Magazine) November 2016 

issue featured four women who make the world a better place. 

These women  were treated to a beauty makeover with fash-

ion, hairstyle and makeup. Heidi Woolever, age 44, was the 

first subject of the article, “The Beauty Of Giving” by Melissa 

Goldberg and  Nicole McGovern. 

Leaving her  teaching job in Washington, D.C., Heidi  and her 

husband moved to Maine to raise sheep. Divorced in 2013, 

Heidi moved to New York City. She read an article about a 

girl in a NYC shelter who had no fresh, local-grown food. She 

became a partner at Edgemere Farm in Far Rockaway, 

Queens, New York. In 2014 she opened a farm stand for resi-

dents of the low-income neighborhood, enabling them to buy 

vegetables and herbs with 

their government vouchers. 

Heidi believes the benefits  of 

urban farms  include provid-

ing healthy, affordable food as 

well as jobs. 

The magazine’s full-page pho-

to of Heidi’s makeover shows 

her in an elegant red, form-

fitting, full-length gown with a 

Heidi Woolever (class of 1989) Gets VIP Treatment in 

Oprah Magazine  

                 By  Margaret Lanzendorf  Kramer (class of 1968 ) 

  (Cont’d on page 3) 
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The Nottingham Connection: a newsletter to connect Nottingham HS     
alumni  to their alma mater through articles about past, current and future 
events and students.  The articles in The Nottingham Connection reflect the 
views of individuals or those of the editors. 

 
Send queries to: The Nottingham Connection, 3100 E. Genesee St.,        
Syracuse, NY 13224 or  nottalum@hotmail.com;   
or http://nottingham-connection.org  
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Marlene Konsens, Peg Kramer, Iris Maxon,  Lisa Joseph Rothman,          
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PTSO (FACES) web site: www.nottinghamptso.org-SEE PAGE 11 
 
The Syracuse City School District is committed to equal opportunity in em-
ployment, admission, and treatment for all qualified individuals without un-
lawful regard to race, color, creed, national origin, sex, age, marital status, 
disability, sexual orientation, veteran status, or any other basis as prohibited 
by     Federal or New York State law. 

Nottingham Connection Policy in regard to sharing information:  

Requests from alumni asking to be connected with former classmates will be      

forwarded to the former classmate(s) who can decide whether to respond to the per-

son making the request. Class lists will be shared with reunion committees upon 

request. Alumni information is not sold to or shared with any outside group.             

In special  circumstances and after due deliberation, the editorial board may share 

some alumni information with   Nottingham High School. 
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flowing full-length attached cape. Gold jewelry, professionally-done 

make-up and nails and swept-back hairstyle complete the picture of a 

healthy, attractive Heidi. Next to her is a wheel barrel full of colorful, 

delicious-looking fresh cabbages. The smaller photos of Heidi at work 

on her farm lot show her in her T-shirts, Car-

hartts and probably work boots, too. When it 

takes hard work, Heidi does it! When I inter-

viewed  Heidi  about  this magazine’s feature 

experience  she told me she was surprised about 

the beauty and fashion makeover because at 

first the magazine staff only mentioned an in-

terview.  Later in the process the makeover was 

announced!  Heidi commented that it  involved 

2 days in Manhattan. In addition, the staff was 

very friendly and the 50 or so people on set for 

the photo shoot were very detail-oriented. She 

guessed close to 1,000 photos were taken! The 

shoes were hard to stand in and the VERY ex-

pensive  designer dress was not allowed to 

touch the floor (and, no, she could not keep it). 

Heidi was very positive when recalling her Nottingham High School 

years. She said she never took for granted the excellent quality of 

teaching here, especially in her English class. She became a high 

school English teacher in Washington, D.C.. 

Heidi also extolled the camaraderie, school spirit at Nottingham and  

her pride at having attended. In her years at NHS she felt lucky to in-

teract with a diverse student population and never took that experience 

for granted.  She saw people from different walks of life treating each 

other as peers and equals. The International Festival the staff and stu-

dents put together each year was a favorite event for Heidi. She en-

joyed the cultural dances, foods, crafts, music, and costumes 

(especially African culture). She said she feels lucky to have been at 

Nottingham !  

Heidi Woolever  (cont’d from page 1) 

Once we have placed our e-copy of the 2017 Connection on our website 

you can see Heidi's beautiful dress in full color.  
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Dear Bulldogs, 

A freshman asked me this year when I mentioned that 

the class of 1980 donated the bulldog out front, at the 

orientation before she began high school, “How many 

times during the course of my high school career are 

you going to mention that your class purchased the 

bulldog?” Having known this young lady her whole life, she has heard this 

from me on several occasions.  While I found it funny, it does reflect the great 

pride I have in being a true Bulldog.  

I am proud to be an alum. I am proud to be the principal. And I am proud that 

my daughter will be a student here in one short year. The bulldog is a symbol 

of that pride.  

Nottingham is a special place. Some students literally sob when they leave 

these walls.  Others hit the door on the last day vowing to never return; and I 

was one of them. Now that I am the leader, I look back and realize how memo-

rable my time here was as a student. When I meet alumni who are like I was, I 

try to let them know that one day they too will look back on these days with 

fondness, as do the vast majority of alums that continue to be part of our 

school community.  

When our graduates from Nottingham High School reflect on their experienc-

es, they realize that they received a high quality education in a rich environ-

ment.  They appreciate the diversity that brought them multiple perspectives on 

life and the world at large. They recognize that being a part of our school    

culture has helped shape their identity, allowed them to reach the highest of 

goals, and set them up for a lifetime of success.  

Perhaps you were the student who was beyond excited to get to Meadowbrook 

Drive. Or perhaps you were the one who cried on the last day of school and 

find excuses to visit. Regardless, I am confident that your time here was your 

greatest teacher.  When you reminisce about your days at Nottingham you   

realize that Nottingham has played a huge part of your life.  It has molded and 

shaped you.  It will forever be a part of you, and you will forever be part of 

Nottingham.  

 

 David P. Maynard 

 Principal 

 Class of 1980 (We donated the Bull dog!)  

David P. Maynard 
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FACES of Nottingham 
Families, Alumni, Community, Educators, and Students  

 

As many of you know, FACES of Nottingham is a non-profit organi-
zation that includes families, alumni, community, educators and students at 
Nottingham High School, and its primary purpose is to support the educa-
tion of our students. 

We are deeply grateful for the steadfast support of Nottingham alum-
ni, who give generously to make FACES’ work possible. This year, 
through the Nottingham Connection Teacher Grants, you funded many 
teachers in obtaining classroom materials that are not paid for by the Syra-
cuse City School District. 

2016-17 was a year of regrouping and reenergizing FACES, and we 
reinstated the different committees that meet on a regular basis in addition 
to the bi-monthly business meetings. The three standing committees are: 
Communication and Community Building; Events Planning and Fundrais-
ing; Advocacy and Shared Decision Making. We look forward to engaging 
more families and community members through these program areas. 

 

Some of the activities that were continued this year are: The 
Groundskeepers Project to enhance the care of the school grounds; the 
annual After-prom Party for seniors; a Say Yes informational night; coat 
check at the Plowshares’ Fair; the DECA student trip to San Diego; the 
Teachers and Staff Appreciation Luncheon. The Nottingham Pool has also 
been reopened and we have helped host several meets for boys and girl 
swim teams. 

The Nottingham Welcome Pancake Breakfast has been moved to the 
Fall. The "Bulldog's Meadowbrook Walk," and the "Wall of Fame" induc-
tion dinner and ceremony are on hold for now until we assess the best way 
to move forward. We continue to advocate for school renovations and up-
grade of our facilities.FACES meetings take place on the first Wednesday 
every other month at 6:30 pm in the Nottingham Cafeteria, and all are wel-
come to attend. You can find out more about us on our website:           
http://www.nottinghamptso.org where information about school activities, 
events and academic supports are frequently updated. You can also find us 
on Facebook as William Nottingham High School.   

Thank you, 

Tula Goenka and Galyn Murphy-Stanley  

FACES Co-Presidents, 2016-17 

 

http://www.nottinghamptso.org
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We’re told that Judy Gray, who was one of the founders of the Nottingham 

Connection in the early 90’s and much loved NHS librarian for many years, 

was also the inspiration for the creation of the Nottingham Quilt. 

We’re further told that she made the quilt herself which allows for the indi-

vidual squares representing each year of graduation to be sewn to it as each 

year’s panel becomes available from its class members or others. The quilt 

was originally made to accommodate a total of 80 squares, which would 

cover the years 1926 thru 2005. Plans are now in the works to expand the 

size of the quilt by adding room for twenty (20) more squares which will 

give us a 100 panel quilt to celebrate William Nottingham High School’s 

first 100 years.  It’s getting close alums! 

The current Nottingham Quilt has one half of the 80 panels filled with an 

array of inspirational designs, each depicting their individual class year. For 

those classes still missing a panel, and if you are interested in providing a 

panel for your class, please contact Peg Kramer at 315-635-6110, or you can 

contact the Connection: nottalum@hotmail.com. If you’re not sure if your 

class has a panel you can look at the Quilt picture below or contact us di-

rectly. We’re here to serve you! 

An individual quilt panel should be 8” x 8” (total visible design) – a 1” bor-

der all around equals a total panel size of 10” x 10”. The panel must have 

the graduation year. Any appropriate designs, techniques, materials, etc., are 

encouraged.  

The Nottingham Quilt is available for view at reunions or other occasions 

upon request. 

Missing Panels on the Nottingham Quilt 

mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
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I’m writing this as a comment in response to 

a reprinted piece from Sam Gruber’s blog 

found on page 7 of last years (2016)        

Nottingham Connection. 

Mr. Gruber’s reprint alludes that the old school (NHS-Fellows Ave.) was re-

named to be T. Aaron Levy Junior High, in the fall of 1953 when the new and 

current NHS first opened its doors. Having been a student at the Fellows Ave. 

building and walking in those doors in September of ‘53 I know that this was 

not the case. 

Having been born in ’42  and growing up on Comstock Ave., between 1947 

and June of 1953  I attended Sumner elementary School located at the corners 

of S. Beech St, Bassett St. and Hawthorne St. It was then between ’53 and ’55 

that a new Sumner School was built. During the school year of  ’53/’54, Mr. 

Levy came to Sumner-Levy and was introduced to a full school student as-

sembly. It was explained that the school would be named T. Aaron Levy Jun-

ior High to honor his lifelong contributions to the Syracuse community. He 

walked with a cane and was, I believe in his eighties at the time. We all     

applauded after he spoke. 

So the SCSD moved all the grades from Sumner (K-6) into (the old NHS 

school) for two years while the old Sumner was torn down and the new 

Sumner was being built to take its place. In addition they placed 7th grade at 

Fellows Ave. for Junior High studies. So in effect we had K-7 at Fellows Ave. 

During this two year period the school was called Sumner-Levy. In the fall of 

’55 T. Aaron Levy became T. Aaron Levy Junior High School and had grades 

7, 8 and 9 in it.  

My family moved from Comstock Ave., across Thornden Park, to Strong 

Ave, off of Euclid, in the summer of ’53 so that we’d all be closer to our new 

schools.  In the fall of ’53 my older brother, Peter, was at the new NHS and I 

was in 5th grade at Sumner-Levy. Both of my younger sisters attended 

Sumner, then Levy and then NHS. Nathalie was NHS ’67 and Elizabeth ’72. 

Charles Andrews and Edward Smith along with Sumner were then the three 

(3) feeder schools for T. Aaron Levy Jr. High schools. 

Sumner – Levy School    What? When? and Where?  
     By Phil Stone(’61) 
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From the Mailbag 

From Dr. Robert O. Wilson (’55) 

  “Reflection on the Past Relating to the Present” 

Since the first issue of The Nottingham Connection and my attendance at 

my 50th class reunion in 2005, I have struggled to send a letter that would 

compare my experience of 1951-1955 at Nottingham High School with the 

reality of today’s NHS and not sound like an old curmudgeon where the 

past was so vastly superior to the present.  You know the story: I walked 5 

miles uphill both ways through blinding snow, torrential rains, and baking 

heat; did my homework by candlelight; and got admitted to Harvard/Yale/

Princeton/Stanford on my first try. 

To those of us who graduated in the 1950’s, it is dismaying to see a gradua-

tion rate ”improving” from 46.9% to 66%; a “Persistently Low Achieving 

School” status in the bottom 5% of New York State high schools; and 

(kudos for honesty) reporting incidents of serious crime. Reading Principal 

David Maynard’s front page report in this latest issue (2016) almost gives 

the impression that there is another Nottingham High School: one of aca-

demic rigor, multiple activity layers, and successful applicants to highly 

selective colleges and universities. It reminds me of my own Class of 1955. 

The Nottingham Class of 2017 would think the school in 1955 belonged on 

another planet. Only one language was heard in the hallways. Diversity was 

defined as where you lived: University section, James Street/Brattle Road, 

Westmoreland Avenue. The number of students of color could be counted 

on one hand, and the president of the Class of 1954 was one of them. The 

only students who did not graduate were those who left in 1952 or 1953 to 

go to prep school, the most popular being Emma Willard and Northfield for 

girls and Mount Hermon for boys. Westcott Street was Nottingham’s social 

Main Street and Coach Ted Petroff covered the football, basketball, and 

baseball teams. I know it sounds impossible to today’s students, but no one 

in my class had an iPhone, iPad or FitBit: they simply didn’t exist! All we 

had live was Miss McBurney’s visual description of Caesar’s Roman Le-

gions coming down Westmoreland Hill. Virtually everyone in my class 

went to some level of college/post-secondary education or into the military. 

      Cont. on pg. 9 
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Was Nottingham better then than now? It depends on your point of view 
and one’s assessment of the “good old days”. We had the Korean War, we 

had polio epidemics, we had Atom bomb drills in school, we had no gov-
ernment health insurance, and we had pervasive enforced racial discrimina-

tion. The more innocent world of the 1950’s is no more; it cannot be resur-
rected. In many ways today’s world is better. In all too many ways it is 

unchanged or worse. But the letter signed by the 37 recent graduates points 
the way forward. I am reminded of the old adage: “The best defense is a 
good offense” Go Bulldogs! 

The Nottingham High School Class 
of 1966 held its 50th reunion on September 23rd 
and 24th, 2016.  On Friday night we met for an 
informal get-together at the Chop House on     
Waring Road where we enjoyed a buffet of light 
fare along with beverages from the bar.             
Multi-Grammy Award winner Tony Trischka   
provided some entertainment by playing music on two different     
banjos.  We were thrilled to hear him and to have our famous class-
mate with us for the evening! 
 
On Saturday morning David Maynard, Principal of NHS, gave about 
15 of us a tour of the school.  He could not have been more gracious, 
enthusiastic, and informative.  Everyone present was very impressed 
with him personally, with what he has accomplished so far at the 
school, and with his vision for both the building and the quality of 
education for his students going forward. 
 
Later in the day a group of nine played a round of golf at Drumlins.  
  
On Saturday night 120 of us (including many spouses) spent a glori-
ous evening in the Persian Terrace of the newly restored Hotel       
Syracuse (now the Marriott Syracuse Downtown). Our celebration 

was  accompanied by music from  Whirl-
in’ Disc Entertainment. 
 
Old friendships were renewed, memories 
were shared, stories were recounted - 
both old and new - and there was  a lot of 
laughter throughout the evening.  The 
party continued until the early hours of 
Sunday in a suite on the ninth floor.  
Many of us had reserved rooms at the 
hotel to spend the night. 

On Sunday morning some of us met in the Eleven Waters Café for 
breakfast   before saying our goodbyes  - until next time! 

By Martha WilliamsThompson 
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Adam Gaus reports: 
Last August, a group of friends from the Class of 1948 got together for 
three days at the summer home of Elizabeth "Beth" Furman Eckel and 
Howard "Howie" Eckel at the east end of Lake Ontario.  Besides enjoying 
sun, sand and water, there was considerable discussion about classes, 
classmates and teachers, using the '48 yearbook and the 2016 Nottingham 
Connection as guides.   The guests included Mary Moore Finkle, Thomas 
A. Brown, Barbara Clark Reynolds and her husband George Barnard, Da-
vid C. Dickinson, and Adam Gaus.  Hopefully, we will be able to get to-
gether again for our 70th(!) anniversary in 2018. 

Lisa DeBenedichs Nelson (’92) writes: 

I very much enjoyed Principal Maynard’s article on “A Resurgence at Not-
tingham”.  I remember “Coach Dave” from my swimming days at Notting-
ham. Considering the challenges he and the staff at Nottingham have en-
countered, I feel a great deal of pride in all that has been accomplished. I 
still fondly remember my high school days – life is so different now, and so 
much more complex, for those students attending Nottingham today. I 
heartily congratulate all of Nottingham’s Staff and wish them, and the stu-
dents, a Bright future. 

More From the Mailbag 

Joseph M. ("Joe") Belth, Class of 1947 shares: 
My most recent book, entitled The Insurance Forum: A Memoir, was pub-
lished in September 2015.  Although it deals mostly with my writings and 
research about insurance, it also includes some purely autobiographical 
material that Nottingham alumni might find very interesting.  You can read 
about the book on Amazon and/or on our website at 
www.theinsuranceforum.com.  I would like to offer an autographed, com-
plimentary copy of the book to any Nottingham alum who would like to 
have it.  Just send me your regular mailing address, to which I will send 
the book by priority mail.  You can contact me by writing to PO Box 245, 
Ellettsville, IN 47429, or by email at belthjmb@aol.com. 

Nottingham alum Rick Snyder ('59) was officially inducted 
into the Maine Association of Broadcasters Hall of Fame on 
September 24, 2016 at the MAB Annual Meeting and Awards 
Banquet.  Congrats, Rick!!! 
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Barbara Bell writes: 
 
After graduating from Nottingham in 1966, I received my 
BA in English at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, 
NY. I married soon after, had children, and worked at a 
series of jobs as an executive assistant. I had been interest-
ed in computers since 1980 when I got my first Apple IIE. 
In 1999 I joined an online magazine based in Vancouver, Canada, as a free-
lance writer and editor. 
 
I stayed with that website for eleven years, doing such things as helping 
create an online store, e-books, photo storage and other user amenities long 
before Amazon, WebMD, or Facebook existed. It was called Suite101 and 
can be viewed through the "wayback" site.  When the magazine folded I 
moved on to opening my own freelance manuscript editing business to 
serve the many folks who were discovering self-publishing online. It's been 
fun especially because of the variety of manuscripts I have edited, from a 
collection of sermons to a novel about climbing Mount Everest to a series 
of Japanese cookbooks. 
 
I have also been an antiques dealer along the way and have a website devot-
ed to articles about many kinds of collectibles. 
 
In 2000 I moved to Anchorage, Alaska, with my second husband. That was 
a marvelous experience, cut short in 2002 when we moved back to Syra-
cuse.  Now that I'm retired it seems like there isn't enough time to do every-
thing that interests me. And I live only a couple of blocks from                
Nottingham." 

 

GREAT NEWS FOR OUR  WEBSITE 
 
So you may (or may not) have noticed the web content for the       
Connection has been a bit... static. (Yes, for those of you reading this 
in print, we have a website. http://www.nottingham-connection.org). 
 
Beginning with this 2017 edition, we have moved our content - and a 
large part of our production process - into WordPress, which powers a 
newly          redesigned website launching with this issue. You should 
find more readily accessible all of the individual articles of the print 
edition. 
 
We're also hoping to use this platform in future editions (and between  editions) to 
make our website a more useful tool for you to stay connected. 
 

   by Aaron Knight '03 

http://www.nottingham-connection.org/
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Donna Blakely Pohl (’66):       
 I was born in Colorado, moved to Washington State,    
Tennessee and finally Syracuse, where I went to school 
from 5th grade to HS graduation. My educational experi-
ences in Syracuse influenced me greatly.  At Nottingham I 
was surrounded by high achieving, ambitious, smart, gifted 
people. They made me a better person and I learned to 
value excellence. My teachers were also amazing: Mr. 
Rohrback - Spanish teacher, Mrs. Metosh - Latin teacher, 
Mr. Ianotta - band director. There were others whose 

names I don't recall but I can visualize their faces and remember loving being 
in their classes. I worked after school from sophomore year on for Laubach 
Literacy. They put me, a teenager, in charge of their shipping department, 
responsible for filling orders for books and teaching materials! Working after 
school meant I didn't play sports or engage in various extra-curricular activities 
most high school kids do. But it did mean I earned enough money to pay for 
private French horn lessons and to own a car. 
 
Fast forward through college (which I completed in 3 years), my first teaching 
job, grad school, marrying Dean and moving to the Adirondacks, a defining 
choice in my life. I never thought I would be a teacher, much less an entrepre-
neur or business woman. I had set my compass on living and working in the 
Spanish-speaking part of the world. But when you fall in love with an Adiron-
dack guy, at least THIS guy, there's no discussion about where you will live! I 
can summarize my entire 40+ years living in Raquette Lake as "how can we 
earn a good living HERE?" Since Dean and I are both risk-takers, problem 
solvers, and entrepreneurs at heart, we've tried many different things to make a 
go of it. Some failed. Some succeeded. I've done things I never dreamed I'd do, 
from running a jack hammer to piloting a tug to driving a garbage truck, to 
owning businesses, but what an adventure!  
 
As President of Raquette Lake Navigation Co. Inc., my most important job, 
year-round, is to fill the seats on the boat ( the WW Durant): to have as many 
sold-out cruises and private charters as possible between June and October.  I 
also am busy all year with marketing and advertising.  During the off season I 
recruit staff, answer the phone, fulfill gift certificate orders, attend group travel 
trade shows and book moonlight cruise musicians.  For fun, I like traveling, 
reading, active outdoor stuff like hiking, snowshoeing, skiing, kayaking and 
TRX and other forms of exercise.  From June to October, I’m the daily opera-
tions manager.  I oversee staff training, do scheduling, cleaning and dining 
room set-up inspections before boarding, and boarding of guests. I'm in charge 
of timing during a cruise, expediting food service, and greeting guests before, 
during and after a cruise.  Hey, we're a small family-owned and operated busi-
ness, so wearing many hats and hard work goes with the territory! We’ve been 
blessed with many things: good health; four amazing children with different 
talents and interests, all contributing to earning a living as a family; wonderful 
employees; loyal customers; tourism partners who get it; vendors who are 
flexible. We are grateful to all who have helped us get to where we are now. 

More From the Mailbag 
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NOTTINGHAM  WALL  OF  FAME  (WOF) 

Last year we reported that plans for future Wall of Fame Honorees and Induction 

Ceremonies would be under the ongoing stewardship of FACES of Nottingham-- 

Families, Alumni, Community, Educators and Students— Nottingham High 

School’s Parent/Family-Teacher-Student Organization  

Plans for future WOF events were discussed and it ap-

peared that having the event every two years instead of 

every year was the desire of the FACES board. 

Since our last WOF event was in 2015 the hope was that 

we would have a 2017 WOF event to look forward to. As 

this past school year has moved along it became clear to 

the FACES board that there were just not enough key 

persons to take up the challenge and make a 2017 WOF a 

reality. 

The group that came together to make the 2015 WOF a reality and a successful 

event in support of FACES, the student body and the Nottingham community, did it 

as a one time commitment. There now is clearly a need for   volunteers to come 

forward if the WOF is to continue.  

Historically, the WOF committee consists of Nottingham alumni, FACES members 

and representatives of the high school staff and administration. The Nottingham 

Connection has always played a supportive role in promoting and advocating for a 

successful WOF event.  

In that tradition we would like to support FACES’ efforts in seeking Alumni Vol-

unteers for a future WOF Committee. If this is something as an Alumni that you 

would be interested in doing, please contact us by email: notting-

hamwall@hotmail.com  

Between 2006 and 2015, 66 NHS alums have been inducted into the Nottingham 

WOF. WOF nominations are always encouraged and welcomed and below is listed 

the necessary contact information to do this. If you know a NHS alum who you feel 

is worthy, please nominate them.  

FUTURE WALL OF FAME HONOREES 

If you know a Nottingham grad who deserves to be on our        
Wall of Fame, please consider nominating him or her.  

 

Nomination form available at www.nottinghamptso.org.   Click on 
Wall of Fame.  

 

Submit your written, hard copy nomination form to  Nottingham 

Alumni Wall of Fame, 3100 East Genesee Street, Syracuse, NY 
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ARCHIVAL INFORMATION                                          
Do you know any of these people? 

Barbara Keefer, fourth from the left in the second row from the bottom  is Martha Thompson’s mom. 
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NOTICES FOR ALUMNI/AE 

1.REUNION COMMITTEES:  You must get a permit to 

tour the school prior to your visit. 

 

2. SEARCH YOUR ATTICS OR STORAGE SPACES: 
We still need a 1973 yearbook  for our archives. Contact   
nottalum@hotmail.com  if you  would like to donate yours. 
 
 
3. CONTACT PERSON FOR  EACH CLASS: If you 

would like to be the contact  person for your class please  

contact nottalum@hotmail.com with your information. 
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We thank the following for their donations to The Nottingham  Connec-

tion. Donations are used primarily to pay for publishing and mailing The 

Nottingham Connection, and secondarily to support  teacher grants and 

current projects at Nottingham High School 

DONATIONS from Our ANGELS 

Carol Graham Borthwick 
N. Gordan Gray 
Leipzig/Chaikin 
James Greene Jr. 

Phobe Novakovio 

Thor Pederson 

Mike Steiner 

Phil Stone 

Robert Streeten 

Patrons   ($26 - $100) 

Sandra Miller Berger                                               Lynne Miller                                              
Miriam Burke                                                          Joy Goldberg Moss  
Carol Menapace Clise                                              Lisa Nelson 
William Cummins                                                    Eric Page 
Paul & Melanie Rowe/DeLima                                Soralyn Jerome Petina 
Susan Donovan                                                         Cynthia Cassel Phillips  
Dr. Arnold Dorwin                                                   Maryann Lavelle Platania  
Sheila Grauer Fay                                                    Roslyn Carmen Portnoy 
Earl Ferguson                                                           Nancy Rogers  
Grace Flusche                                                           Ronald Rudolph 
Tally Gywnn                                                            Jerry Ryen 
Susan Little Haskill                                                  Michael J. Scheer                                      
Ann Heider                                                               Dr. Gary Schopfer  
Rochelle Weinstein Hodes                                       Sally Selner 
Janice Gardner Jiler                                                 Martha Williams Thompson 
Tami Kaplan                                                            Karen Tucker 
Ellen /Joel Katzowitz                                               Dr. Robert Wilson 
Margaret Kramer                                                     Dr. Peter Wolff 
Marion Kuritz                                                          Marilyn Zaleon 
Renee Lustick                                                          Bob Zucker 
Patrick McCarthy 

Benefactors  (over $100) 
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Thomas Andrews                                                  Hal McGrath 
Judy Baylis                                                            Nancy Minor 
Ruth Donner Brown                                             Grace Mirtenbaurr Newman 
JoAnne Robbino Brown                                       Barbara Pomeroy 
Maureen Chamian                                                Judi Cynkus Rice 
Pamela Cobb                                                         Shirley Rosen 
Joe Cynkus                                                            Ellen Belmont Rosichan  
Danielle DeBlois                                                   Ed & Pam Ryan 
Nikki Descoteaux                                                  Paul Sacks 
Paul Flack                                                             Alice Kantor Salita 
Sherwin Glazer                                                      Murray Sarkin 
Paul Harvey                                                          William Sayres 
Joan Huisjen                                                         William Scully 
Arlene Kellogg                                                     Hugh Shore  
Brenda VanDruff Ko                                            Jim Stathis 
Marlene Weinstein Konsens                                Susan Wells 
Sherine Medjuck Levine 
Marilyn Leffert & Arnold Manheim 

Supporters  ($11 - $25)  

Dr. Jill Bastable                                      
Carole Shaperon Hoffman                     

Joan Lish                                                
        Janis May 

       Bob Meehan 
      Patty Pack 

       Carol Sorkin 

Friends  ($5 - $10)  
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 REUNIONS 

Fortieth and 41st: The classes of 1977 & 1978 are hosting a re-
union on July 28-30, open to all. The main event is a dinner and 

dance at Drumlins on Saturday night, 
starting at 5:30.  See the  Facebook link 
for more   Information: 
 

https://www.facebook.com/
events/1683719325261905/?
ti=icl 

FIFTIETH: The Class of 1967 will hold its 50th class reunion on September     
15-17, 2017: 
Friday 9/15/17 - Meet and Greet at Dinosaur BBQ 
Saturday afternoon 9/16/17 - choices of venues to connect with classmates. 
Saturday night 9/16/17 - Bellevue Country Club - Reception and dinner 
Sunday Morning 9/17/1917-Bagel Brunch at Golda Zimmer- 
man's house 
 
Please contact Phil Riposo for more information at 

phillip.riposo@gmail.com 

SIXTIETH:  The Nottingham Class of 
1957 is holding a 60th reunion on August 
18-19.  Contact either Elaine Lyon  
(elainerlyon@yahoo.com) or Arnie 
Rubenstein (arniebbd@aol.com) for the 
details. 

                                     2017  NHS Reunion Reminder 

Every 5 years, since an NHS Class graduates, seems to be time that old 

classmates and friends set a date to hold a memorable class reunion. Be-

low is a list of classes celebrating a five (5) year anniversary in 2017. If 

you’re having your classes’ reunion during 2017, please send us a recap, 

to the Connection, so that we can print it in the 2018 Nottingham Connec-

tion.   Email: nottalum@hotmail.com 

5th - 2012,  10th-2007,  15th-2002,  20th-1997,  25th-1992,  30th-1987,  35th-

1982, 40th-1977,  45th-1972,  50th-1967,  55th-1962 (Sehl), 60th-1957 and 

Beyond ??? 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1683719325261905/?ti=icl
https://www.facebook.com/events/1683719325261905/?ti=icl
https://www.facebook.com/events/1683719325261905/?ti=icl
mailto:elainerlyon@yahoo.com
mailto:arniebbd@aol.com
mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
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         Class of 1961 Holds “Fifty Fifth” Reunion 

The Class of 1961 celebrated its “55th” Reunion in October of last 

year, gathering for a delightful evening and dinner together in the 

Eleven Waters Restaurant at the newly remodeled Hotel Syracuse 

by Marriott. 

We had our own private dining room attached to the Eleven Waters 

restaurant on the street level with windows looking out to street 

scenes along S. Warren St. It gave us all joy to see each other and 

the vitality of Syracuse reflected in our location.  

About 22 classmates came from near and far: Betsy (Conklin) 

Bueschel from Santa Fe and Mike Toffler from Milwaukee were 

just two who traveled to be here together with their friends and 

classmates. NHS Principal, David Maynard joined us for cocktails 

and a tour of the hotel and applauded the ‘61 class and us all for 

supporting current NHS activities and programs. We had hoped to 

see the Grand Ballroom on the 10th floor, which was the site of our 

Senior Ball, however a wedding party was enjoying the space during 

our celebration, so we couldn’t disturb them. The lobby/registration 

area, on the mezzanine level, has been beautifully restored to its 

original splendor. 

Some of our classmates chose to stay overnight at the hotel in order 
to extend the opportunity of being together. Nancy (Dixon) Eckert 
was one of those and for her it was her first class reunion ever.    
Discussions soon shifted to the reality and anticipation of what our 
60th reunion might look like and we all agreed to come to it if we’re 
still able.  Go ‘61 Bulldogs! 

Hey, Alums!  Do you have        
memories of, or anecdotes about, your 

years at Nottingham HS that you would like to 
share?  Have you had interesting experiences 
in the years since?  We would love to hear 
from you.  Send your recollections/thoughts/
narrative to our email address: notta-
lum@hotmail.com with “From the Mailbag” in 
the Subject line. 

mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
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STAFF/TEACHER                          PURPOSE 

Jodi Burnash                                       Portable hard drive and case 

Christina Ferlenda                              3-Wacom pen and tablets for digital art 

Eveny Parker                                      Wood conga set 

Alicia Bronzetti                                  3 microphones 

Sara Cole (CBT)                                 Kitchen supplies and utensils 

Edye Bonnani                                     Spare clothing for student emerg. use  

Devin Sweeney                                   White board wall panels & supplies 

Thomas Procopio                               “Myth Busters” DVD 

Thomas Little                                      Assorted DVD’s and teacher books 
                                                             SUPA Economics and Psych. 
 

Colleen Evans                                      Science research books and activities 

Thomas Little/                                     American psych. research books 

Lynne DeTorre 

 

Maureen DeChick                                Class set of graphic novel: The Odyssey 

                               

Justin Ray                                            Construction materials for a greenhouse  

Don Little/Sean Martin                        Resource materials for Soc. Stud. classes 

Cindi Koolakian/                                 PDC Spanish conference 

Leonard Kuci 

 

16  Total Grants                $4,601.14 
 

NOTTINGHAM CONNECTION                                       

TEACHER GRANTS 2015/2016 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2016 

 

Balance on 12/31/2015 ------------------------$14,640.15 

Total Donations in 2016 -----------------------$  3,738.00 

Publishing/Mailing Expenses 2016 ----------$   1,330.00 

Other Expenses 2016 ---------------------------$     394.39 

 (2016 NHS Yearbook, computer assistance, ink and meeting  

supplies) 

 

Grants to Teachers 2016 ------------------------$ 4,601.14 

Total Expenses 2016 ----------------------------$ 6,325.53 

Balance on 12/31/2016 -------------------------$12,052.62 

 

Reminder: All donation checks should be made out to       

Nottingham Connection, as we now have our own 

account with a local commercial bank. This will ensure 

a correct    deposit. (We are not a tax-exempt   organi-

zation, but this does not have a major impact on our 

expense account.)  

           Submitted by Peg Kramer, Treasurer 
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To The Class  

of 2017 

 

From 

The Nottingham  

Connection 

Alumni Newsletter 
YOU ARE THE ALUMNUS 

Does your class have a reunion coming up? 

Do you need a class list? 

Class lists will be shared with reunion committees upon request. 

Alumni information is not sold or shared with any outside group. 

“LET’S STAY CONNECTED!” 
GET ON  OUR MAILING LIST 

3100 E.  Genesee St 

Syracuse, NY13214 

NottAlum@hotmail.com 

http://Nottingham-Connection.org 
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2017 NHS Yearbook Advertisement [SEE PREVIOUS PAGE] 

Connection Editor’s Note: On the preceding page is a copy 

of the Full Page Ad that The Nottingham Connection board 

has placed in this year’s NHS Yearbook. This is the second 

year we have placed this advertisement and we will continue  

to do so in the subsequent years to come. This helps to sup-

port the production cost for each year’s yearbook and more 

importantly provides a permanent and quick reference when-

ever an NHS alum wants to connect with their classmates.  

The Morningside Cultural Trails have been under development for many 

years and our Nottingham Connection Board Member, Paul Harvey, has 

been a key contributor during recent years in seeing that these trails are com-

ing into existence. 

Many of our Nottingham alums have grown up in the neighborhoods sur-

rounding the large area that these trails encompass and we felt that the map 

of the trails and accompanying history would be appreciated by our alumna 

and especially for the hundreds of NHS alums who still reside in Syracuse 

and the surrounding area. 

 

The City of Syracuse has scheduled a Grand Opening of The Morningside 

Trails which is now set for Wednesday Sept. 6, 2017 at 5:30PM in Barry 

Park (formerly Broad St. Park), where NHS football practice was held. How 

I remember those August, “Two a Day” drills! Different groups involved in 

the establishment of the trails will be present to introduce the public to them, 

provide information and present a calendar of events scheduled for this fall. 

Paul has further explained that there is a total of 20 miles existent if you were 

to walk all of the trails and that the Main Loop is a 6 mile trail. He is also 
offering to NHS alums free tours of the trails. Donations are always wel-

come, he states, noting  that the funds go to help keep the trails groomed and  
development growing. He also told me that bicycles are allowed for trail use. 

Anyone can contact Paul at the email address listed at the end of the Quick 
History article on page 28.  

MORNINGSIDE CULTURAL TRAILS A REALITY 
       By Phil Stone 
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COMSTOCK AVENUE 

Islamic Center of CNY 

Morningside Comm. Garden 

Ed Smith School 

Barry  

Park 
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MORNINGSIDE CULTURAL TRAILS (MCT)                                                                          
A series of trails built by our diverse community to meet the needs of the com-

munity using the ideas of the community 

Nottingham students have been involved from the start with Trail creation, 

maintenance, developing the Ghost Trail and more. 

A Quick History 

Since the last Ice Age until the coming of the Europeans (17th centu-

ry) the inhabitants of the MCT area, were Native American tribal groups, the 

last group being the Onondaga branch of the Iroquois Confederacy 

(Haudenosaunee) (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onondaga_people). The 

Onondaga (roughly translated as “Hill people”) lived on the hilltops visible 

from the water towers, moving from hill to hill as needed. They often trav-

ersed this area while hunting or in transit to Onondaga Lake and points 

north. 

The actual area of the trails was developed into farmland in the 19th 

century, though the Oakwood Cemetery section was built in 1859 as part of 

the “Rural Cemetery” movement in landscape architecture. A substantial sec-

tion of the eastern half of the trail was on the Rose family farm.  

At the end of the 19th century the population of the City of Syracuse 

spread out into the Morningside area and stores, schools and houses were 

built where cows had grazed. Ed Smith School, which lies along the trail, was 

built in 1913, and during the 1930s a public park with Olympic-sized tobog-

gan slides, an impressive stone stairway, a water fountain, playgrounds and 

picnic areas were created. The existing water towers were built in 1939, and 

the park moved to the corner of Colvin Street and Comstock Avenue. After 

World War II much of the land around the Morningside Hill was turned over 

to SU for housing armed services men and women who used the “GI bill” to 

gain a college education. 

The first modern “trail” to be built on Morningside Hill was a nature 

trail, conceived of and built in the 1970’s by the Ed Smith PTO, SUNY ESF 

and a local community group, SEUNA. In the mid 1990’s the trail was rebuilt 

but demolished by the “Labor Day Storm” of 1998. In 2007 the Ed Smith 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Onondaga_people
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PTO, the City of Syracuse Parks Department, SUNY ESF and SU began 

discussions about reviving the nature trail. They realized that the area was 

so rich in recreational possibilities that a longer trail incorporating ele-

ments of the arts, literature, culture, history, nature, science, recreation 

and fitness was a possibility. The Oakwood Cemetery management , joined 

the effort, followed by their non-profit support group, Historic Oakwood 

Cemetery Preservation Association, the Westcott Leadership Roundtable 

and Boy Scout Troop 1. In 2008 our first brochure was printed, and pro-

jects sprung up along the trail, led by individual community groups, school 

classes and clubs, and the Everson Museum. Grants were obtained for sign-

age, kiosks and signs were put up, and the public opening of the trail was 

planned for 2009 to 2010. Problems caused by issues of national security 

and the Patriot Act delayed approval until a compromise was reached in 

2014. Since then the opening has been further delayed by the need to find 

a way to remap the trail. Dr. Jonnell D. Allen, from the Maxwell School at 

SU, kindly and enthusiastically offered her classes’ services to remap all of 

the trails. 

 Boy Scout Troop 1, the Ed Smith PTO, ESF, SU Oakwood Cem-

etery it’s HOCPA support group, and the City Parks and Recreation De-

partment helped design and lay out a six-mile trail, to which HOCPA add-

ed its Rural Cemeteries trail. The Parks and Recreation Department sup-

plied one kiosk, and the scouts added two more along the trail. The scouts 

also erected a much-needed fence line where the trail enters Oakwood 

Cemetery. Troop 1, ESF students and other local volunteers are doing trail 

maintenance; an eighth-grade class constructed a brochure on “Local Ur-

ban Legends” located along the route; members of the Syracuse Camera 

Club have been taking pictures for the trail newsletter and will be taking 

pictures of the “Tree Trail” and the “Public Arts Pathway,” the newest trail, 

this spring. A “scavenger hunt“ has being designed to help acquaint 

groups, families and individuals with the trail; and local lawyer Bruce 

Laidlaw is working on a 1940’s trail to help younger generations under-

stand the changes that have taken place in the past 75 years. ESF, SU and 

Nottingham High School students have developed a “ghost trail,” combin-

ing local legends with Internet research to create a trail that links 13 

spooky locations, while one of Dr. Allen’s students developed the map and 

brochure, and ESF sponsored a famed paranormalist to return to the   

(cont’d on next page) 
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cemetery to do a Ghost Search. The Meadowbrook gardeners are 

improving and maintaining the popular trail around the 1.1 mile 

catch basin; we are looking into developing “smart phone tours” 

and we are encouraging all residents and friends to begin exploring 

new ideas and uses for the trail. A flat trail for gentle strolling and 

for the disabled is under development, and it, along with the 1940’s 

trail and the four-mile-long Public Arts Pathway should be finished 

over the summer. The number of organizations that have been help-

ful is long; it includes those already named and nearly all of the lo-

cal neighborhood groups, as well as Onondaga Historical Associa-

tion and the Everson Museum (which ran a series of watercolor clas-

ses along the trail a few years ago). 

As one Ed Smith Elementary School mother said when she 

saw the list of over a hundred activities compiled by users of the 

trail: “When the kids are bored all I have to do is give them the list 

and kick them out of the house.” 

Now the partners are working to develop a grand opening, 

and we are asking everyone to consider what they might do towards 

that end. We are looking forward to implementing several new ide-
as, especially those that reflect the diversity of our community. For 

example, under the leadership of local chess guru Anton Ninno we 

are planning to have chess tables at various locations along the trail. 

A birding experience is being developed by some local birdwatchers, 

and a possible geocaching effort is in the planning stages. Currently, 

a group of SU’s Newhouse students is helping us with social media 

creation. There are also several historic trails in and near Oakwood 

Cemetery. Welcome to our trails. Enjoy them, help maintain them 

or come up with new ideas! 

For more information contact us at luludoodah@aol.com  

  

Morningside cultural Trails   (cont’d from previous page) 

mailto:luludoodah@aol.com
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Pictures  of    
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Trails  
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Creative Communities 
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Jan. 18  This year Nottingham did particularly well in the Scholastic Art 
Competition.  We were the only school in the SCSD to be recognized with 
award winning pieces.  We had seven students who received awards and, of 
the seven, three students were recognized multiple times: 
 
8 Honorable Mentions: Jerome Ntakirutimana - portfolio; December Aung - 
2 different portfolios: fashion and sculpture;  Cassandra Guigne - drawing;  
MeiLin Luzadis - photography;         Eh Moo She - design. 
4 Silver Keys: Hanah Cofer - mixed media; Ema Furuya - film and anima-
tion; MeiLin Luzadis - photography. 
5 Gold Keys: Hanah Cofer - sculpture; December Aung - fashion,  mixed 
media, and 2 different sculptures. 
 
We have a fantastic class of seniors who will be headed to college in the fall 
to pursue careers in the arts.  Ema Furuya will be attending SU's Illustration 
program.  Sydney Cardarelli-Clark is headed to FIT.  Cassie Guinge has been 
accepted to RIT and Mass Art.  MeiLin Luzadis is deciding between SU, RIT 
and Saint Michael's.  December Aung has opportunities at FIT and School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago.  The Nottingham Art Department would like to 
thank the Nottingham Connection for granting the funds to purchase four 
digital drawing tablets, about which the students are extremely excited. 
 
Jan. 24  Dr. Sharon Brangman, a Nottingham graduate, will be presented 
with the 2016 Wisdom Keeper award by FOCUS Greater Syracuse.  Among 
her many positions she is chief of the Division of Geriatrics at Upstate Medi-
cal University and Director of the Central NY Alzheimer's Disease Assis-
tance Center. 
 
Jan. 28  Sophie Nash won the school's Shakespeare Competition, Lucy 
Purnine was named runner up, while Kaylee Fierke and Emily Carello re-
ceived honorable mention.  Nash will go on to the regional competition on 
March 5th. 
 
Feb. 1  Breana Nieves Vergara and Ashanti Robinson were award recipients 
at SU's annual Martin Luther King Community Celebration held at Notting-
ham on January 30th. 
 
Feb. 4  Faith Gbarjolo's essay won the High School category of the Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Essay Competition, sponsored by the LeMoyne College 
Office of Multicultural Affairs. 
 

Nottingham in the News  
Culled from the pages of the Syracuse Post Standard 

Newspaper  

and other news sources 
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Feb. 5  Senior Francesca Giardine won in several categories of the 2016 
Scholastic Art & Writing Awards (Northeast Writing Region at Large).   
She received 2 Gold Keys for poetry, 1 Silver Key for poetry, 1 Silver Key 
for Personal Essay/Memoir and an Honorable Mention for Personal Essay/
Memoir. Her Gold Key pieces will be entered in the national round of com-
petition. 
 
Feb. 12  Yasin Kulmiya was the Nottingham recipient among the SCSD 
student athletes who were awarded $500 scholarships at the 16th Scholar-
Athlete Banquet, sponsored by the Central NY Chapter of the National 
Football Foundation. 
 
Feb. 13  Eric Houck won both races in the Section 3 Cross Country Skiing 
Championships in Old Forge and in Osceola.  He finished second in the 
10km skate race in the NY State Cross Country Skiing Championships held 
in Lake Placid.  In the classic relay he had the fastest split time although his 
section 3 team came in 5th.  Houck will be competing in Junior Nationals 
March 6-13 in northern Wisconsin. 
 
Feb. 13  The school's Mock Trial team defeated Tully in the first round of 
the Onondaga County Bar Association Mock Trial tournament.  This sea-
son's case is a suppression hearing about whether evidence found in a drug 
case can be used in the upcoming trial.  in the first round Nottingham was 
the prosecution and Julian Velandia, Janet Nguyen and Patrick McCarthy 
were lawyers.  The witnesses were Lauren Shatraw, James Erdman and 
Orla Kelly.  Next week Nottingham will be the defense and compete 
against Cortland. 
 
Feb. 26  From Principal David Maynard: 
Physics teacher Tom Procopio has been named the Secondary Educator of 
the Year by the SCSD's Education Foundation. 
The school has been taken off the state priority list and out of receivership 
and will begin next year as a focus school.  The hard work of administrative 
staff, teachers and students has paid off. 
 
Mar. 2  The SCSD Educational Foundation Annual Breakfast on March 
19th, being held at the Holiday Inn in Liverpool, will honor the following 
teachers:  Tom Procopio, Barbara McInerney and James DeSantis, as well 
as Tom Ferrara, Director of Building Services.  Also, three community con-
tributors will be honored for their accomplishments: Syracuse 20/20, On 
Point for College director Ginny Donohue, and Marjorie Carter, the first 
African American teacher in the district and first Teacher Association Pres-
ident. 
 
Mar. 3  "The Post-Standard" Neighbors section noted that senior Francesca 
Giardine nominated physics teacher Thomas Procopio as a city school 
"Educator of the Year".  She stated that he is the teacher who inspired her 
to become an engineer.  She also praised him for his accessibility to  stu-
dents and making learning fun and incredibly "hands on”. 
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Mar. 4  Ben Tupper of Tupper Property Management has donated $1,500, 
which funded the start-up of the new Cooking Club and winter clothing for 
those in need.  The Cooking Club participated in a Chili Cook-Off Compe-
tition with Tupper's partnership and won first place.  The club also partici-
pated in a Tupper Properties Mardi Gras celebration by preparing some of 
the the dishes. 
 
Mar. 4  The class of '65 donated $8,000 to the school.  It is being held in 
reserve while several possible projects are considered. 
 
Mar. 4  The Nottingham Connection, the school's alumni group, has fund-
ed several teacher requests through its annual grant process.  The school 
and FACES are grateful for this support as it allows teachers to enhance 
their work in the classroom and provides needed basics to may students. 
 
Mar. 11  Mock Trial advisor Don Little reports that the school's defense 
defeated Chittenango in a spirited round three of the Mock Trial competi-
tion and has improved to 2-1 following a loss to Cortland a week ago.  
Lawyers for the defense were Julian Velandia, Katrina Tillapaugh and Ko-
die Hayes; witnesses were Sarah Bennett, Joshua Lacey-Baldwin and Tim 
Willard; legal advisors were Peggy Conan and Ed Luban. 
 
Mar. 20  The spring musical "Pippin" was directed by Bill Ralbovsky and 
the music director was music teacher Alicia Bronzetti.  Anne Cohen, the 
founder and director of Ithaca's circus school, Circus Culture, teamed up 
with the cast of 36 students teaching aerial performance,  juggling, acro-
batics and hooping.  Senior Dwan Hameed played the role of Pippin in the 
show while senior Cooper Breed, a dancer since first grade, learned to do 
splits in the air for an aerial performance.  Bronzetti stated that the students 
worked really hard and tried all kinds of fun and experimental things for 
the play.  Lucinda Sauffley was nominated for Outstanding Performance 
by an Actress in a Supporting Role for her performance as Berthe and Tim 
Willard was nominated for Outstanding Performance by an Actor in a Sup-
porting Role for his performance as Charlemagne in "Pippin".  The play 
was nominated for an Outstanding Special Achievement Award. 
 
Mar. 30  Position changes announced by Principal David Maynard: 
Jolene Todd has been promoted to principal of the Middle School Alterna-
tive Program.  Interviews will be taking place to fill her previous position. 
Alton Hicks, a Nottingham graduate, has been named full time Athletic 
Director.  He previously split his time between Corcoran and Fowler 
schools.  Mr. Spicer, who was previously split between Nottingham and 
Henninger, is now full time at Henninger. 
 
Mar. 30  NSBE, the National Society of Black Engineers program, took 
students to the National Convention in Boston to compete in seven differ-
ent competitions.  Jaleel Berry and Jevon Jones from Nottingham took first 
place in the Kidwind Wind Tunnel competition along with two other stu-

Nottingham in the News cont’d 
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dents from ITC.  The Kidwind team has been selected to compete at the 
National/International competition in New Orleans, May 21-25. 
 
Apr. 4  SCSD Alumni Spotlight: Solon Quinn ('01), after attending the 
School of Visual Arts in NYC, went on to a career of writer/director/editor 
and managing partner of Solon Quinn Studios, LLC, an advertising firm 
specializing in video branding and film production. 
www.SolonQuinnStudios.com 
 
Apr. 6  The Nottingham Cooking Club recently hosted a spaghetti dinner 
for the Nottingham track and field team.  The school community has done 
a great job of equipping the Cooking Club. However, English teacher Jim 
Smith, one of the club's advisors, reports that the group could still use 
some more equipment.  Contact the school for more information if you 
would like to donate to the club. 
 
Apr. 19  Bryan English of Nottingham's PLTW Technology Education 
announces:  "Team Net Force, F(net), is heading to the Vex World Cham-
pionships in Louisville, Kentucky.  On the team are Nasheet Usman, 
Fahim Rahman, Julian Velandia and Carlos Echenique."  Coach English 
states:  "I want to thank everyone who helped the Nottingham Vex Robot-
ics Team make it to the World Championships.  During the third week of 
April four Nottingham students competed in the Vex World Champion-
ships.  After four days of tough competition Nottingham's team, 5937A, F
(net) - pronounced as Net Force, brought all they had and finished 4-6 at 
world level competition.  Final results put them in the top 7% of Vex Ro-
botics Teams in the world!!!” 
 
Apr. 20  The Nottingham Project:  a celebration and exhibition is to take 
place at the S.U. School of Education which recognizes the achievements 
of Nottingham students, faculty and community partners.  The Project will 
feature thoughts by several 2015 Nottingham graduates and photos by 
photographer and Nottingham parent Lida Suchy.  The Project also 
demonstrates that when a community makes a commitment to education, 
students will succeed. 
 
May 11  Nottingham has an amazing school nurse, Patricia Pelligrini.  On 
Mondays she brings a bag of apples and oranges and a case of water to her 
office and hands them out to students who just need a snack in order to 
help them focus in class.  An average of 60-70 students visit her office on 
a daily basis.  They trust her, confide in her, and some even call her 
"Grandma".  Ms. Pelligrini said she regularly makes referral calls for eye 
glasses, dental work, mental health appointments, post-childbirth re-
sources, etc.  Ms. Pelligrini provides physical as well as emotional assis-
tance/support to her students.  Nottingham is extremely fortunate to have 
her on its staff. 
 
 

http://www.solonquinnstudios.com/
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May 16  This year three students have created custom-designed sneakers as 
part of the Vans Custom Culture Contest. Freshman Allison Pangborn ex-
plained that her music-themed shoes were part of her creativity and it was a 
fun way to express herself.  Senior Ema Furuya explained that since she was 
experiencing artist block, working with a new medium was a good idea for 
her.  Freshman Natalie Feikes tried to mimic the culture of the artistic and 
diverse Westcott neighborhood for the local flavor pair of Vans. 
 
May 18   From Superintendent Sharon Contreras: 
Nottingham graduate, Wall of Fame honoree and longtime education commis-
sioner Nancy McCarty has passed away.  Having served as commissioner for 
eight years, she was involved in numerous committees and believed firmly in 
the importance of Pre-K for all students.  Immensely proud to have been a 
graduate of the SCSD, her two daughters were graduates of the district as 
well. 
 
May 20  Zacharia Mohamed ('12), a Somali refugee, graduated while at the 
same time caring for his blind sister and her two young sons.  He faced many 
obstacles, one of which was being homeless while his sister was hospitalized 
and his nephews were being cared for by others.  He persevered, and on May 
22, 2016 he graduated from LeMoyne College with a degree in biological 
sciences. In the fall he will enroll in Upstate Medical University, as he wants 
to become a family doctor.  While at Nottingham he found time help tutor 
students.  He states "I've always taken my schooling seriously because I know 
I'm blessed to have the opportunity.  I've received a lot of help along the way 
from other people, and that's why I now want to help others.” 
 
May 24  Vice Principal Ken Baxter is with the Nottingham team at Kidwind 
International/National Competition in New Orleans.  The students put togeth-
er and tested their windmill in both of the wind tunnels that they are compet-
ing in.  Over 50 teams are competing in this competition.  This is a very in-
tense and focused competition and the experience teaches the students a lot 
about wind speed and how the bigger windmills function. 
 
May 29  From The Post-Standard's Commentary page..... "Sharing Her Syra-
cuse Success Story" by Jackie Warren Moore:  Brandiss Pearson-McIntyre 
was a National Honor Society member at Nottingham and worked at 
Wegmans from 9th-12th grades.  She was able to complete her first year at 
SUNY Buffalo; however, she had to leave as she had her first child and then 
two years later had another child.  She continued her education by enrolling in 
the Educational Opportunity Program and completed the Certified Nursing 
Assistant program.  Subsequently, she completed the Licensed Practical Nurse 
program at Central Tech, obtained a Syracuse Housing Authority scholarship 
to S.U. and earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in social work.  Moving on, she 
received an Associate's degree in nursing at St. Joseph's College of Nursing, 
completed her second Bachelor's at LeMoyne College of Nursing and in May 
2017 will complete the Upstate Medical University's Nurse Practitioner Pro-
gram.  She also teaches at St. Joseph's College of Nursing as well as being a 
wife and mother.  Pearson-McIntyre states "I am passionate about educating 
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future nurses and preparing them to provide the highest level of care to those 
in need.” 
 
Jun 9  Nottingham seniors Brealle Glover, Terionna Hanks and Shaquasia 
Spencer are among the dozen central New York women competing in the 8th 
Annual Miss Central New York Scholarship Pageant which will take place on 
June 12th at the Everson Museum of Art.  The pageant has awarded $17,000 
to participants over the past eight years.  The students use the money to 
attend colleges across the country.  The goal of the 2016 pageant is to help 
these passionate young women become strong, well-rounded, active members 
of our community.  The program focuses on self-discipline, confidence and 
poise among other goals which they will need for the next phases of their 
lives. 
 
SCSD - "News from the Schools", June & July 2016: 
 
SCSD Students Learn Strategy through Chess Clubs:  At the Nottingham 
Chess Club no prior chess knowledge or experience is necessary.  Juniors Eh 
Moemo Qui and Rebecca Zathing said they learned the game through their 
time in the club.  Zathing states:  "It's made me think more in depth and to 
solve a problem in multiple ways.” 
 
Ra'Yelle Church ('16) has received a $1,000 scholarship from the Syracuse 
Sounds of Music Association.  She is the first applicant from the SCSD to 
win the award.  The Sally Whittle Memorial Scholarship for Musical Excel-
lence is awarded each year to an outstanding student who plans to pursue a 
career in instrumental performance, education, voice or the music industry.  
Church plans to attend Onondaga Community College and has already per-
formed in public. 
 
Smart Scholars Program Provides College Head Start for SCSD High 
Schoolers:  Nottingham students are provided with unique early exposure to 
college, thanks to the program grant funded through the NYS Education De-
partment.  The program partners the high schools with institutions of higher 
education to create opportunities for students to gain valuable college experi-
ence while in high school.  The program at Nottingham, now in its fifth year, 
is structured with the goal of exposing as many students as possible to higher 
education.  Students are able to visit college campuses on field trips and by 
graduation all students in the program are encouraged to have taken at least 
one college class.  Vice Principal Lynanne De Tore explains that the goal is 
to lift up the students and give them opportunities they may not otherwise 
have and assist them to become college ready. 
 
Nottingham's 2016 Valedictorian is Francesca Giardine.  She will be attend-
ing Smith College with the intent of majoring in engineering. 
 
Nottingham's 2016 Salutatorian is Lucy Purnine.  She will be going to Vassar 
College and plans to study theatre. 
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Jul. 13  Cason Wagner ('16) is the recipient of a $1,000 scholarship from 
the DeWitt Rotary Club. 
 
Jul. 14  The Syracuse school board voted unanimously to appoint Jaime 
Alicia, a 33 year employee of the district, as interim superintendent.  Board 
president Derrick Dorsey stated that Alicea will take over as interim 
superintendent on August 6th.  Outgoing superintendent Sharon Contreras, 
who has accepted the top post at Guilford County Schools in North 
Carolina, officially stepped down at the last board meeting.  The district 
plans to conduct a national search to permanently fill the role.  Mr. Dorsey 
said the board would consider both external and internal candidates. 
 
Aug. 31  Andrew O'Leary ('04) studied graphics and industrial design at 
Binghamton University and at North Carolina State University with the 
goal of designing for the athletic apparel industry.  This year, as an employ-
ee at Russell Athletic, the design he created was selected as the uniform for 
the Little League World Series. 
Sep. 20  From The Post-Standard's "CNY Inspirations" section (a collabora-
tion between the newspaper and InterFaith Works of CNY): 
"A Place I Call Home" by Ganga Kharka, a Nottingham junior: 
"Throughout the past two years of being in the Seeds of Peace Program, I've 
started seeing other points of view from different perspectives.  Seeds of 
Peace is not just a camp, but a home for me and thousands of young teenag-
ers from all over the world.  During my first year at camp, I was able to 
trust and build relationships with people I had never met before.  In the sec-
ond-year program I've had the chance to open up and step out of my com-
fort zone.  This program has had a positive impact on my life by enlighten-
ing me to shape myself as a person who is willing to get to know more peo-
ple and to work together to change the world.” 
 
Sep. 20  Quindell Williams ('03) has won an Emmy Award for his outstand-
ing work as a photojournalist for television stations of CNY Central 
(channels 3, 5, and 6) in Syracuse.  Williams earned an electronic Media 
Communications degree from OCC in 2008.  He is a member of a team of 
journalists at CNY Central who won the Emmy in the Daytime Newscast 
category for their coverage of the guilty verdict in the trial of Dr. Robert 
Neulander. 
 
SCSD - "News from the Schools", August & September 2016: 
 
Assemblyman Bill Magnarelli has helped secure funding for many SCSD 
projects and improvements.  Topping the list are athletic fields at the city's 
high schools, including Nottingham. 
 
Sep. 22  From The Post-Standard's "CNY Inspirations" section:  Lauren 
Ashby, a Nottingham senior, lauds her experiences at the Seeds of Peace 
Camp.  During her two years at the camp "This miraculous place has truly 
allowed me to be the best and most beautiful version of myself...".  She 
further states that attending this camp has been a life-changing experience 
and that she would not be the person she is today without it. 
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Sep. 22  On September 9th  junior James Williams knelt by himself during 
the National Anthem prior to Nottingham's game against Fayetteville-
Manlius.  He did this as a peaceful protest to call attention to police vio-
lence and injustice toward blacks in America.  During the September 16th 
game in Auburn, senior Marcus Derby, junior James Williams and sopho-
more Quentin Laurence all knelt, while senior Jakev Jackson, a linebacker, 
held his fist in the air during the playing of the anthem.  The controversial 
gesture of kneeling is similar to the one started during the NFL preseason 
by San Francisco 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick.  According to Der-
by, "This is a peaceful protest.  It wasn't meant for anyone to feel offended.  
I wasn't doing it to be disrespectful at all.  There's a lot of black discrimina-
tion going on.  I just feel all voices should be heard."  Michael Henley, 
communications administrator for the Syracuse city schools, said the Not-
tingham players will not be disciplined for kneeling.  NYS Public High 
School Athletic Association executive director Robert Zayas said there 
haven't been any discussions at the NYSPHSAA level about issuing any 
statement or guidelines concerning such behavior. 
 
Sep. 28  Nottingham parent and FACES co-president, Tula Goenka, has 
organized the 14th annual Syracuse University Human Rights Film Festi-
val.  The festival's duration is September 29th through October 1st with a 
catered Opening Night Reception in the Newhouse 3 Main Lobby, which is 
open to the public. 
 
Sep. 29  Counseling service available to Nottingham students:  Kim Allen, 
located in the Student Support Center, is a Student Assistance Counselor 
and a Clinical Social Worker by profession.  Ms. Allen offers students a 
free, confidential opportunity to meet and talk about any personal, peer, 
family or school situation which may be causing them stress or concern.  
She can be reached at 435-4380 or at  kallen2@scsd.us 
 
SCSD - "News from the Schools", October & November 2016: 
 
Four 9th graders honored Nottingham alumna Carol Baldwin and her sup-
port of breast cancer research at the "Run for Their Life" fundraising walk/
run in Camillus.  Baldwin, a breast cancer survivor, created the Carol M. 
Baldwin Breast Cancer Research Fund of Central New York to support 
research at Upstate Medical University in Syracuse.  Thank you to students 
Imani Diggs, Emma Tucker, Nia Bellamy and Jade McKenney for their 
participation in this great cause. 
 
Nottingham students in the Natural Resources 200 course put on tall rubber 
boots and armed themselves with clipboards and laminated reference guides 
to hike down to the bottom of Chittenango Falls.  They examined tempera-
ture, pH, dissolved oxygen, dissolved solids, stream discharge, stream ve-
locity, etc.  They were hoping to learn about our natural resources, their 
current condition and ways to help preserve them for the future.  Sopho-
more Brandan Meyer explained, "I like this hands-on stuff.  
       [cont’d on next page] 
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[cont’d from SCSD previous page] 
You get to be outside but you still get to learn.  I could see myself maybe 
doing this for a job one day, being outside and checking streams."  Their 
work was submitted to the Department of Environmental Conservation, 
which will use it as they monitor the health of local streams in Onondaga 
County.  Says teacher Jaime Hoey Rodriguez, "We even identified two inva-
sive species.  It's amazing to me that the students get that opportunity in high 
school to actually make an impact on our local environment and natural re-
sources."  This Natural Resources program is one of 23 Career and Tech-
nical Education programs offered in  the SCSD. 
 
Oct. 7  Sophomore soccer player Diamond Weah accidentally injured the 
ankle of West Genesee's Thomas Shield as the two went for a loose ball late 
in their junior varsity match.  After hearing Shields cry out in pain, Weah 
motioned the referee to stop play and went to check on his opponent.  Weah 
felt that he had committed a foul, and even helped carry Shields off the field.  
Neither Nottingham coach Justin Petranchuk nor Weah saw anything ex-
traordinary in the player's actions. 
 
Oct. 14  Senior Levonn Owens won first place in an essay contest sponsored 
by the Northern District of NY Federal Court Bar Association.  The guide-
lines required submission of an original essay, based on historical sources, 
about some aspect of the U.S. Constitution.  His essay was entitled "When 
Did African Americans Become Americans?"  For his winning entry Owens 
received a $750 prize. 
 
Oct. 14  Nottingham soccer coach Andy Hazeltine missed the Cicero-North 
Syracuse soccer match as his six-year-old son, Ocasio, had to be hospitalized 
after suffering a seizure.  His son is battling a rare form of brain cancer.  
Case, after sleeping for five days, awoke and is starting to eat.  Doctors are 
hoping he will be able to return to school soon. 
 
Oct. 23  Salat Ali ('15), after attending a life changing internship at Seeds of 
Peace and the HEOP program, was accepted at Cazenovia College where he 
is a psychology major.   
 
Jaleel Campbell ('15) is a Visual Communications, Graphic Design major, 
also at Cazenovia College, where he is using knowledge learned in the class-
room to create real world opportunities.  He states, "My Cazenovia experi-
ence has been...a journey worth taking.” 
 
Oct. 26  Nottingham soccer coach Andy Hazeltine had to get permission to 
be at the senior night soccer game with Henninger as he is out of work in 
order to be with his son Ocasio, who is battling brain cancer.  Ocasio loves 
"minions", so the Henninger team all wore minions t-shirts. Their coach, 
Scott Fiello, said that   "any positive vibes we can send to him is what we 
do."  Hazeltine responded that "To have such a positive expression from 
competitors, it just shows you how we can come together and sports can be a 
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uniting thing."  Ocasio has defied the odds, as he was only supposed to sur-
vive 152 days; it has now been two years since his diagnosis. 
 
Oct. 30  Nottingham High School students performed their fall play "The 
Crucible" October 27th-30th at the school's Len Fonte Theater.  The cast 
consisted of 25 students. Director Intern: Sarah Kanaan; Stage Manager: 
Carlita Rawlins; Crew members: Nick Lozoponi and Austin Shaughnessy.  
Adults involved: Director: Bill Ralbovsky; Technical Director: Alicia 
Bronzetti.  The play is a searing and chilling drama by playwright Arthur 
Miller, based on the infamous witch trials that took place in Salem, Massa-
chusetts from 1692 to 1693. 
 
Nov. 8  Corey Driscoll ('01) was just promoted to Central New York Region-
al Director for Intergovernmental Affairs at the Office of the New York 
State Attorney General.  His previous positions were at Cornell University, 
U.S. House of Representatives and the City of Syracuse.  His higher educa-
tion was at University at Albany - SUNY. 
 
Dec. 4  Former Nottingham running back Derrick Gore ('13) is a walk-on 
redshirt sophomore running back with the No. 1 ranked Alabama Crimson 
Tide football team.  At the December 4th Southeastern Conference Champi-
onship game he made plays that produced two touchdowns, contributing to 
his team's 54-16 victory over Florida.  On Dec. 5th Gore was recognized as 
one of 11 players of the week by the Alabama coaching staff.  Against Flori-
da, he rushed four times for 21 yards.  For the season, he has 18 attempts for 
93 yards and a touchdown. 
 
Dec. 5  Nottingham parent and photographer Lida Suchy's long term project 
on the Ukraine was published in the "New York Times Lens Blog".  Suchy's 
father, born in 1911, was from Kolomyia, Ukraine.  Intrigued by stories of 
her father's past there, she has been documenting life in parts of the Ukraine 
for the past 25 years.  Her photographic project is called "Portrait of a Vil-
lage: The People of Kryvorivnya Ukraine, 1992-Present".  Part of her work 
is supported by a Guggenheim Fellowship, and she intends to make a book 
of her project.  As an artist, she hopes her photos from one small mountain 
village can help combat people's limited understanding of Ukraine, a war-
torn country on the other side of the world.  Fo more information go to: 
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/12/05/life-close-up-in-a-ukranian-
village/. 
 
Dec. 6  Nottingham seniors Nyasa Williams and Vilma Leimanis will be 
among the performers at the Syracuse Community Choir's Winter Solstice 
Concert on December 17th at St. Paul's Episcopal Church in downtown Sy-
racuse.  During this event the People's Peace Award will be awarded to lo-
cal youth who have exhibited inspiring courage: namely, the Nottingham 
and Jamesville-DeWitt High School football players who "took a knee" dur-
ing the playing of the National Anthem.  Nottingham players honored in-
clude Ja Kev Jackson, Marcus Derby, Andrew Donovan, James Williams 
and Quentin Lawrence  
 

http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/12/05/life-close-up-in-a-ukranian-village/
http://lens.blogs.nytimes.com/2016/12/05/life-close-up-in-a-ukranian-village/
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ROTHMAN is The Connection's  

New Newsletter Designer 

After a hiatus of 55 years (class of ’62) Lisa Joseph     Rothman 
PT, DPT, has returned on the scene as The Nottingham Connec-
tion’s newsletter designer. During that short period of time Dr. 

Rothman became a physical therapist, married Joseph Rothman MD, 
had two children, worked in the physical therapy field as staff therapist 

at Jacobi Hospital in the Bronx, children’s therapist for NYC Board of 
Education, private practice developer and owner of Allcare Physical 

Therapy, Brooklyn, NY, and finally Adjunct Assistant Professor at the 
CUNY College of Staten Island, Department of Physical Therapy. She 

related that Nottingham gave her a solid start and the impetus to      
develop her skills and interests.  

Dec. 9  Senior June O'Brien is this week's student athlete.  O'Brien loves the 
French language and culture, has a 4.0 GPA and is a part of DECA.  She has 
been a member of the cross-country team and track over the years.  One of 
her favorite races, the 1500m (0.932 mile) has a best time of 5:58:50. In addi-
tion, her best 5k (3.1 miles) this year during cross-country had a time of 
23:03 minutes.  She hopes to bring her time down this year for the distance 
races during track season.  O'Brien, who enjoys running in the snow and over 
the summer with her sisters, hopes to attend Northeastern to study Interna-
tional Relationship in Business. 
 
Dec. 25  Jan Maloff held the 21st Annual CNY Family Bike Giveaway on 
Saturday.  He almost had to cancel it this year because of his cancer diagno-
sis, but he said he couldn't see himself "just sitting around the house". He 
gave away over 2000 bikes.  In over two decades he has given away 40,000 
to 50,000 bicycles. "One of the biggest purposes of this program is to pro-
mote a healthy activity for both parent and child, so we want parents to have 
these bicycles as well," he said.  "We also realize we have a large immigrant 
population and that a lot of these bikes will be used for transportation, job 
interviews and shopping." 

Nottingham in the News  
cont’d from page 39 



 41 

 

My name is Martha Thompson, formerly     
Martha Williams, Nottingham class of 1966. I am 
pleased to have joined the talented team that puts to-
gether the Nottingham Connection each year. 
 
I graduated at the age of 17 and was enrolled at Syra-
cuse University for the fall term but changed my mind during the summer 
and decided to get a job instead. I began working at Hall & McChesney on 
Court St. where my boyfriend, Bill Hickman, was employed as a computer 
programmer. We got married on New Year’s Eve that same year. When my 
husband was offered a much more lucrative job in Stamford, Connecticut 
two years later, we moved.  Little did we know that the cost of living would 
be so much higher there that it swallowed up most of his raise in salary. I 
worked for another year before we had our first child, Ben (Nottingham 
class of 1988). Shortly after his birth we decided to move back to Syracuse. 
My husband had no trouble getting programmer jobs, but I wanted to stay 
home with my baby so I started taking in some neighbors’ kids during the 
day. Two years later we had our second child, Keith (Nottingham class of 
1990). The marriage lasted ten years, at which point we parted ways but 
have always remained friends.  
 
In 1988 I met Peter Thompson, to whom I have been married for 28 years. 
My babysitting service grew into a regular daycare operation which I contin-
ued right up until my kids graduated from high school. At that point I went 
to college myself and majored in accounting. Upon graduation I got a job 
with the Syracuse Police Department in their Audit & Budget Control Divi-
sion. I worked there for 25 years until I retired in 2015. 
 
Ben Hickman ('88), my first born,  married a Dutch woman, Betsy Jonker, in 
1999 and moved to the Netherlands. A few years ago they bought a small 
farm in Sweden. He has a translating company (Dutch to English). She han-
dles the business end of the company and is also a talented potter, specializ-
ing in Raku. They raise sheep and chickens and grow most of their own 
food. Their two children are grown and have graduated from college. One is 
a journalist and the other is a geologist. 
 
Keith Hickman ('90) , my second child, did his undergraduate work at the 
College of Environmental Science and Forestry, then earned his MBA at 
Syracuse University in Finance. He worked at the World Trade Center until 
2001, then sold real estate in Brooklyn. He and his wife, Esther, now live in 
Los Angeles where they are both in the real estate business.  They have one 
child, Isabella, born in the spring of 2017. 

Meet The Nottingham Connection’s   

Newest Board Member 
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Rev. K. Stephen Parmalee (’55) died on December 22, 1997 
 
Marylou Kroon Andrews (‘53) died on October 19, 2012 
 
George “Bruce” Kahler (’58) passed away on August 27, 2014. He was a 1962 graduate of 
University of Rochester and worked for Western Electric from 1963-1969 and then Xerox 
from 1969-1995. He is survived by his wife Barbara, daughter Karen and son Ken. 
 
Sandy Gordon died in Syracuse on October 1, 2014.  She was a career counselor for regional 
learning services in Syracuse.  She is survived by her children, Jeremy and Randy. 
 
Shirley Anne Pabst Griep ('48) expired on November 15, 2014. She graduated from 
Syracuse University in 1952 and married Allen Griep in 1953. They had four daughters and 
eleven grandchildren at the time of her death. She was always thankful for her years at 
Nottingham. 
 
Eric Kroon (’55) died on August 10, 2015. He is survived by his wife Sheila. 
 
Sheldon Oscar Burman, M.D. 88, died on November 27, 2015. He was a graduate of 
Syracuse University and the University of Syracuse Medical School. He was a Cardiothoracic 
Surgeon. He is survived by his wife of 54 years, Diane Berger Berman, and their three 
children, Allison Burman Gordon, Jocelyn Burman Belluck and Harrison Emory Guy 
Burman, M.D. Also surviving are nine grandchildren. 
 
Priscilla June Groat Grauer, 87, died on January 5, 2016 in Austin Texas. Priscilla was a 
graduate of the original Nottingham School, attended Syracuse University and went on to 
graduate from Adelphi University. She was predeceased by her loving husband Herman and 
her brother John Ellery. She is survived by her sons William, Stuart and David. Also surviving 
are four granddaughters, brothers Hall Groat and Rod “Wood” Groat. 
 
Dorothy Ellen Thomas died on January 6, 2016 
 
Pearl Frankel Crystal, 89, died in Sarasota FL on January 11, 2016. She graduated from 
Syracuse University College Business Administration. She is survived by her husband of 61 
years and a daughter, James, and son Scott. 
 
Muriel Karp Manheim, 99, died on January 13, 2016   in Pompano Beach FL. She attended 
Syracuse University and lived in Syracuse most of her life. She is survived by her son 
Stephen. 
 
Elliott Gilels (’52), 84, died in Wellington FL on January 16th 2016. Victor and Elliott took 
over the family business of Onondaga Optical for many years and ran it until their retirement. 
He is survived by his wife, Joan, and their three children. Also surviving are two brothers, two 
sisters, a sister in law and a brother in law. 
 
David L. Wynn, 52, died on January 16, 2016. He had a successful career in real estate for 
the past 30 years. He is survived by his mother, two daughters, two brothers and a sister. 
 
Berkeley “Bud” Roth, 81, died on January 30, 2016 in Naples FL. He was an outstanding 
student athlete and earned letters in baseball, football, basketball and track. In 1959, as a 
lieutenant, he was honored as Flight Instructor of the year. He is survived by his wife and six 
children. 
 
Janet Van Dyke Huisjen (’64) died on February 1, 2016. She graduated from Cornell 
University in 1968 with a degree in biology and chemistry. She is survived by her husband, 
son and daughter. Also surviving are two sisters and a brother. 
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Patricia P. Mooney (’55) passed away on February 5, 2016 in Syracuse. Pat also attended 

Syracuse University. Patricia was predeceased by her sister, Suzanne Powell in 2009. 

Surviving is her husband of 58 years,  

Beverly J. Pulver (’45) of Dewitt passed away on February, 15, 2016. She graduated from 
Syracuse University in 1949. Bev was predeceased by her husband of 36 years, John, in 1985 
and her brother Donald Wheat. She is survived by her two children Susan Simon and Stephen. 
 
Mary LaClair Sagarella ('88) died on February 16, 2016 at home. She was predeceased by 
her husband John in 2013. Surviving are her sister Aggie and her brother Leo. 
 
Sheila Jean Zacharek Evans, 74, died on February 20, 2016 . She was an elementary school 
teacher in New York, Minnesota and Arizona. She is survived by her sisters Sharon, Shirley 
and Sandra. 
 
Thomas Mark Stapleton, 64, passed away on February 27, 2016 at home in Daytona Beach 
FL. He is survived by his mother, three sisters and a brother. 
 
Clarence Michael Moody (’67), 66, died on February 28, 2016. He was well known as an 
artist and community activist. He is survived by his daughter and his brother. 
 
Linda Lee Barnes Yenawine (’64), 70, passed away at home on Wellesley Island NY on 
March 4, 2016. She started volunteering at the age of 12 as a candy striper at Crouse Hospital. 
She felt she received more than she could have ever given back. She is survived by her 
husband and their daughter. She is also survived by her mother and a brother. 
 
Neal Barry Sorkin, 73, passed away on March 5, 2016. Neal was a social studies teacher at 
Jamesville Dewitt Middle school for over 30 years. He is survived by his wife and son. 
 
Peter W. Hilfinger (’68), 65, died on March 7, 2016. He resided in Apulia Station, NY. For 
over 40 years he was employed as a mechanical draftsman with O’Brien & Gere. He is 
survived by his sister. 
 
Herbert Jerry ('58) died on March 13, 2016.  He is survived by his sons Robert and Lee. 
 
Burton Lowitz died on March 14, 2016 in Syracuse.  He is survived by his children, Susan, 
Marc and Karen. 
 
Cathryn Berbos Steiger died on March 18, 2016.  She was a teacher at Nottingham HS. 
 
Marilyn Westlake ('63) died on March 17, 2016.   She graduated from NY Law School in 
1979 and lived in Washington DC, Hong Kong, Singapore and Indonesia.   Marilyn is survived 
by her husband Stephen, daughter and step daughters.  She was predeceased by her son Mi-
chael. 
 
Dianne Brozostek Stellato (’63) passed away on April 12, 2016. Dianne was a beautician for 
many years at Rocco’s Unisex Salon in East Syracuse. Dianne is survived by her sisters 
Barbara and Margaret, as well as numerous nieces and nephews. 
 
Leonard Meltzer ('41), 93, passed away on April 14, 2016 in Jupiter FL after residing there 
for the past 20 years. After the war Leonard went into business with his father Samuel as a self
- employed cattle dealer until retirement. He is survived by his wife Betty Jean and his 
daughter Sherry. 
 
Judith Flack Esposito (’64) passed away on April 19, 2016. She is survived by her husband 
of 48 years, Paul, and their children Paul Jr, Garrett, Erin and Drake. Also surviving is her 
sister Joan Grey. 
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Kathleen M. Farricy Brand (’81) died on April 20, 2016. She worked as a hairdresser s for 33 
years, most recently at Diane’s Image Professionals. She is survived by her husband Fritz , 
daughter Rachel and four siblings. 
 
Ellen Cohn Nash (’51) passed away on April 22, 2016. She was a graduate of Syracuse 
University where she received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in music. She married Dr. David 
Nash on September 2, 1956.  She is survived by her husband and their sons Stephen and Robert. 
 
Roxanne Dunshie Davis (’90) 45 passed away on May 11, 2016 in Syracuse New York. 
Survivors are her husband Eddie Davis, parents Robert and Susan (‘64) Dunshie. She is also 
survived by her sister Roberta, brother Robert and their families. 
 
Lincoln “Big Linc” Brantley died at 58 years old on May 14, 2016. He was born in 1957, the 
7th child of 14 children. He was formerly employed at Allied Chemical and BB Lumber. He was 
the owner of Bo’s place. He is survived by his wife Phyllis, daughter Nickeya Nicole Robbins-
Dow, seven sisters and seven brothers. 
 
Nancy McCarty (‘50) passed away on May 16, 2016. Nancy received a scholarship to attend 
Syracuse University, graduating in 1954. She became a founding faculty member of OCC in 
1962 and taught there until 1993. Nancy is survived by her two daughters, Alice McCarty 
Adams and Carol McCarty Andrews. Also surviving are four grandchildren. 
 
Allen Kier, 89, died in Syracuse on May 19, 2016, having been a life resident. He was active 
with Radio Amateurs of Greater Syracuse for several decades and held an advanced Ham radio 
license. Alan was predeceased by his wife of 49 years, Bobbi. He is survived by his two sons 
Howard and Rick. 
 
Robert Paul Mills (‘61), 72, passed away in Syracuse on May 23, 2016. He attended St. 
Bonaventure University, transferring to Syracuse University where he received his graduate 
degree. He is survived by his brother Mike and his children, Tracey and Julie. 
 
Gary George Andrews passed away on June 8, 2016.  After graduating from Nottingham he 
attended Syracuse University and proudly served in the United States Coast Guard.  He was a 
licensed pilot and flight instructor.  Surviving are his daughters Dr. Janice Gilsdorf, Judy and 
son William.  He is also survived by his brother Robert. 
 
Barbara Coit Turner ('39) passed away on June 15, 2016.  Barbara taught in Liverpool and 
Baldwinsville.  She returned to Syracuse University for her masters degree in Library Science. 
Surviving are her children, Marilyn, John, Susan, Kathy and Robert. 
 
David Fahey ('89) passed away on June 19, 2016.  He attended Onondaga Community College.  
He is survived by his mother Carol Fahey, brothers Michael, Kevin and Christopher.  He was 
predeceased by his father Thomas and sister Mary. 
 
Michael Herr ('57) passed away on June 23, 2016.  He served as a war correspondent for 
Esquire Magazine from 1967-1969. He wrote the nonfiction novel Dispatches in 1977.  He is 
survived by his wife Valerie. 
 
Albert Frankel, MD ('49) died at his home in Montclair NJ, on June 25, 2016.  He received his 
medical degree from State University of NY College of Medicine in 1956.  In 1979 he was 
named Chief of Surgery at Muhlenberg Regional Medical Center.  He is survived by his wife 
Ruth, two daughters and a son. 

 
George Wladis ('56) died at home in Syracuse on July 6, 2016.  George was a proud graduate 
of Nottingham and attended Syracuse University.  He started The Wladis Companies, Inc. in 
1959.  In 1996 he founded the "Hats and Gloves Program"  to benefit Syracuse school children 
who otherwise would have gone without.  He was predeceased by his brother Bradley.  He is 
survived by his wife Roberta and their sons. 
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Elizabeth Carnegie Roach passed away on July 7, 2016.  She retired as a supervisor from 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co.  She was predeceased by her husband, son Thomas and sister Marie.  
Surviving is her son James. 
 
Judith Mae Cowden ('60) died in Forksville PA on July 9, 2016.  Judy worked as an elemen-
tary school teacher in Omaha before returning to Syracuse where she became a social worker .  
She retired from Elmira Psychiatric as a Case Manager.  She is survived by her daughter Deb-
orah and her son Scott. 
 
John J. Relihan passed away on July, 17, 2016 .  He was a proud employee of NAPA 
Genuine Auto Parts just having celebrated his 35 year anniversary with the company.  He is 
survived by his sisters Catherine, Mary, Sheila, and Margaret.  He was predeceased by his 
brother Thomas Jr. 
Tyshawn "Tink" Lemon ('16) died on July 28, 2016.  He is survived by his parents, grand-
parents and siblings. 
 
David Katz ('54) died on July 31, 2016 in Morristown NJ.  He was a graduate of Syracuse 
University.  Professionally he was an actor, appearing in movies and on stage.  He is survived 
by his cousins Robbie (Blumenthal) Deaton and Susan Tritter. 
 
Robert Belge passed away on August 5, 2016.  He was a Mathematics teacher at Nottingham. 
 
Virginia Baldwin passed away in Syracuse on August 19, 2016.  She was trained as a nurse at 
Columbia Presbyterian Hospital in NYC and during World War II served with the American 
Red Cross in England and France.  She is survived by her daughter Marguerite and sons David 
and Robert. 
 
Aurene Hart Naistadt passed away on August 26, 2016.  Aurene was employed by the 
Syracuse City School district.  She was predeceased by her husband, L. Lawrence.  She is 
survived by her son, Eric, and daughter Rebecca. 
 
Diane Katz ('66) died on September 15, 2016 in Syracuse.  She had worked as a real estate 
agent for Gallinger Realty for many years and as administrative assistant at Newhouse School 
at Syracuse University.  She was predeceased by her father and mother.  She is survived by 
her brothers Billy and Joseph. Also surviving are her stepsister and stepbrothers. 
 
Robert Vincent Anklin died on September 19, 2016.  He retired from Henderson Johnson 
Company after 53 years of service.  He is survived by his wife Carol and their children Daniel, 
Christopher and Hilary. 
 
Sarah Hernandez died on October 2, 2016.  Sarah was artistic, enjoyed poetry and participat-
ed in Community Theatre.  She is survived by her parents Jim and Kathy, sister Megan and 
brother Jeremy. 

 
Athena "Tina" Tzivani Zhang ('68) passed away on October 16, 2016 in Syracuse.  She 
received her master's degree from Syracuse University in public health and retired from 
Roberts school as an art teacher after 25 years.  Surviving are her parents, brother Steve and 
sister Debora.  She is also survived by her husband, Yong Zhang, and her children: David 
Hammer, Jeff Hammer, Robert Hammer, Daniel Hammer and  Mia Zhang. 
 
Eric Lavine ('66) passed away on October 16, 2016. He was the founder and owner of 
Veterans Office Interiors.  Eric was predeceased by his wife Marie.  He is survived by his 
children, Matt, Aaron and Hava.  Also surviving are his brother James and sister Margery. 
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Paul Lambert Jr. ('43) died on October 28, 2016.  He graduated in 1950 from Syracuse 
University School of Forestry ( now ESF).  After retiring in 1982 Paul remained an avid golfer 
well into his 80's and a dedicated follower of SU football and lacrosse.  In addition to his wife, 
he was predeceased by his son Peter and sister Nancy Harrington.  He is survived by his son Jim 
and daughter Connie. 
 
Alice Burke Eichenlaub ('39) died on October 29, 2016.  She was very proud when she 
received her Associate in Arts degree from Syracuse University through University College 
when she was 71 years old.  She was predeceased by her husband William and four siblings.  
She is survived by her four children: Pamela, Deborah, William III and Amanda. 
 
Bruce Bolton passed away on December 6, 2016.  He was a partner in the law firm of Coulter, 
Fraser, Bolton, Bird and Ventri.  He is predeceased by his sisters Hilda Roman and Phyllis 
Latham. 
 
Tara Causgrove died on December 8, 2016.  In August of 2015 she returned to SU graduate 
school in the School of Education, and was preparing for a career in family counseling.  She 
played soccer and lacrosse and was a National speed skater.  She is survived by her parents 
Elizabeth and Patrick as well as her brothers Daniel and Brendan and foster brother Jason. 
 
Thomas Cummings III died on December 16, 2016 in Arlington VA at the age of 57.  He was 
an IT specialist for the Division of Customs and Border  Protection in the US Department of 
Homeland Security in Washington DC.  Tom is survived by his spouse, Mashid, and his daugh-
ter Andrea.  Also surviving are his mother, Elizabeth, father Thomas Cummings, Jr. and sister  
Elizabeth. 
 
Carl Austin, MD ('41) died on December 29, 2016, in his home of 60 years.  Carl was also an 
honoree to the Wall of Fame in 2010.  He was recognized for his HS academic excellence, his 
varsity sports participation and  for a lifetime of achievement post graduation. He was a 
respected physician in private practice as well  as at St. Joseph's Hospital for over forty years.   

Carl is survived by his wife Mary of 65 years and six children. 
 
Arnold Hodes, ('65) age 64, of Boca Raton, Florida passed away July 26, 2012 after battling 
Multiple Sclerosis for 34 years. Arnie was born in  Syracuse and resided there most of his life 
until transitioning to Florida where he loved spending time with his children and grandchildren. 
He bought the practice of Sidney Josef, which later became Arnold J. Hodes & Company. He 
was proud to be a practicing C.P.A. for over 40 years. His work was his passion. He was an avid 
sports fan and a lifetime supporter of SU athletics. 
 
He is survived by his loving children, Harlan and Sandra Hodes and Tamara and Jeffrey Stone; 
his grandchildren Hayley and Harrison Hodes; his sister, Sandra Mardon; and his former wife of 
more than 39 years, Shelley Weinstein Hodes. His sister, Edith Hodes Marcus, predeceased 
him. 

We remember with honor and respect those  

who have passed  before us. 
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Please keep The Nottingham Connection coming.    Here's my donation: 

 

_____  Friend  ($5 - $10) 

_____  Supporter  ($11-$25) 

_____  Patron  ($26 - $100) 

_____  Benefactor  (over $100) 

 

Contributors will be listed in our next issue.  If you wish to remain         

anonymous, please check here ____ 

Make  checks to Nottingham Connection and Mail to:   

The Nottingham  Connection,  

3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13224.             

     

email:   nottalum@hotmail.com  

Please visit our web site: http://nottingham-connection.org  

Friend us on FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/nottalum 

Check here if you would prefer receiving future issues of the Nottingham 

Connection online. You will be notified when each new edition is available. 

____ 

Email Address:_________________ _____________________        

Please update my listing  (or add this person): 

Name (incl. maiden name if applicable) 

_______________________________________________ 

Street Address; __________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ___________________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Year of graduation ________________________________ 

 

Editor’s note: Donations are used to pay for publishing, mailing 

The Nottingham Connection, and to support current projects at 

Nottingham HS. 

STAY CONNECTED 
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