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Sister Ann Kendrick, Person for Change 
By Lisa Joseph Rothman 

 
In the early 1970ʼs, “with hearts as wide as the world,” Sisters Cathy 
Gorman, Gail Grimes, Teresa McElwee and Ann Kendrick journeyed   to 
Apopka, Florida, a town just northwest of Orlando, to work with 
farmworkers and the  working poor people of color. These Roman Catholic 
nuns, members of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur, hoped to provide 
this underserved community with the resources needed to move toward 
social, racial, and economic justice.  Ann thought she would stay “just a few 
years, to help them get set up” but as fate would have it, Ann loved the peo-
ple, the work, the cause, and she has been there  ever since, now as Founder/
Organizational Leader  of Hope CommUnity Center. 
 
The nuns were driven by a sense of purpose and the desire to serve others, 
and subsequently founded the Office for Farmworker Ministry to change the 
lives of men, women and children in central Florida. They answered the call 
of Bishop William Borders for sisters to work with farm workers in the new-
ly established Diocese of Orlando. They started with nothing other than their 
faith and desire to help make people’s lives better. They were on the outside 
as “white women” in a community of Black and Latinx families.  
 
After a good time of getting to know the people, the neighborhoods, the is-

sues as well as their hopes and dreams, the sisters, together with leaders 

from the local community, began a project to build a  health center for farm-

workers and working poor immigrants as well as local Black folks who were 

not being served by the current system.  

The newbees in the community said, 

“Listen, we are 4 white sisters who have 

just arrived in town. We cannot do this.” 

One of their new Black friends and col-

league, Henry Lewis Kellom, from the 

community stood up and said, “Four white 

Sisters and one Black brother”. And so a 

movement was born.  And as they say, 

“That is history”. 

Today the Hope CommUnity Center, 

which opened its doors to a permanent home in 2007, fosters programs to 

meet basic human needs and advocate for basic, radical social change  

 
Cont’d on page 3 
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around issues of racism, poverty, gender and LGBTQ+ equity. The team of 

the Sisters and the local community leaders went on to establish  Homes in 

Partnership, Inc., which has built more than 4,000 houses and a credit union 

called Self Help with 2 branches, that  provides farmworkers and low in-

come people of color a cooperative democratic financial institution as a   

protection from predatory lenders and a safe place to develop their skills and 

their wealth. These Sisters work in the community with the members of the 

community, as allies, rather than for them. 

They serve as catalysts for social change coming from the people. In solidar-

ity with partner organizations, they are also working on workplace justice, 

environmental racism, and immigrant rights. 

 Along the way, they spearheaded the creation of six separate nonprofits, and 

literally thousands of lives were changed for the better. And it all started 

with community. Their community health center now has eight clinics that 

provide medical and dental care, and they operate a rural law center to pro-

vide basic legal services and advocacy for workers. These sisters are build-

ing important resources for the next generation. Through their partnership 

with AmeriCorps they have a Notre Dame Mission Volunteer AmeriCorps 

Team of volunteers who serve for a year working in local non-profit        

organizations.  

“Send your grandchildren or come yourself for a change to 

your everyday life.” 

Now the work of Sister Ann and her team  at Hope CommUnity Center have 
two campuses and 30  employees, many from  the local community. 
 
In 2006 Ann and the other Sisters were chosen as finalists for the Opus Prize 

which is an annual faith-based humanitarian award, recognizing  leaders and 

organizations that develop creative solutions to  some of the world’s most 

pressing problems. The prize is awarded in partnership with Catholic       

universities, providing new opportunities to inspire the next generation of 

servant leaders. Opus Prize finalists are leaders who carry an unshakable 

faith, believing the problems they see around them not 

only can be  resolved—they will. 

Ann Kendrick, class of 1962, was a very smart, jovial, 

athletic, friendly person who was elected vice president 

of her graduating class. Perhaps this was one impetus 

for her activism, along with the emerging feminist 

movement, because at that time girls were not         

ALLOWED to be president.                                      

Continued from page 1-Kendrick 

Cont’d on page 57 
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Spotlight on Alum: Joe Driscoll ('97) 
 

The following article was the cover story for the Syracuse New 
Times on June 20, 2018: 
 

District Councilor Joe Driscoll moves from beatbox to 
political soapbox  

        By Walt Shepperd 
Fifth District Common Councilor Joe Driscoll remembers growing up hyper-
active, with the only chillout provided by his mother playing Beatles rec-
ords. 

“After I got out of high 
school,” he recalls, “I went to 
New York City for a few years 
trying as a singer-songwriter. I 
moved to England in 2004. I 
lived in Europe for about 11 
years, the last five or six work-
ing with the West African per-
former Sekou  Kouyate. We 
did this kind of New York-
Africa fusion project.”  
The hip-hop/activist released 
a handful of CDs and did ex-
tensive touring in Europe dur-

ing the 2000s. Yet Driscoll’s involvement in the 2016 presidential campaign 
for Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders led him to consider running for an open 
seat on the Common Council in 2017.  He also fondly remembers his fa-
ther, Neil Driscoll, who covered the Lee Alexander mayoral administration 
as a columnist for the Syracuse Herald-Journal and served under Mayor 
Tom Young as director of intergovernmental affairs.  
 
“People would stop him all the time to get his ear,” recalls Driscoll, 39. “I 
loved it. He was a public servant and to this day — he passed away last 
year — I still get people coming up to me all the time telling me, ‘Your dad 
gave me some great advice at a crucial point in my life,’ or ‘He provided me 
with some resources.’ The last few years of his life I got to appreciate that 
more and more, and my decision to get involved in politics as well.”  
 
What got you into music?  
On the East Side I was too small to play ball. In high school, I was 5-foot-5. 
I wasn’t a real athlete and ever since I was a small child I’ve been drawn to 
music. I learned it was a way to transcend barriers with people, so I fell in 
love with it.  
 
What was your first instrument and your first performance?  
Actually, the first guitar I had was because my grandfather had collected 
some kind of offer from the back of a Campbell’s Soup can. My mom 
bought me my first Washburn guitar for my birthday. My seventh-grade 
teacher at Levy Junior High, Joyce Suslovic, she was awesome. She 

https://www.syracusenewtimes.com/author/walt/
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pushed me up on stage a lot. First was “No Woman, No Cry” at a 
Levy talent show.  
 
Where did you get your sense of community?  
Again, I think through music. I really loved it at Nottingham (High School). 
It was great because I was into all kinds of music. I could sit with the kids 
who loved Wu-Tang Clan and I could sit with the kids who loved Rage 
Against the Machine and Nirvana. Those were the groups I could go 
from the rock kids to the heavy rock kids all around. That was a real tour for 
me to build a sense of community at Nottingham High School. Throughout 
my career path, that was what really fostered it. I always prided myself on 
not just sitting at one lunch table at school. I’ve been that way throughout 
my life, kind of finding different ways to relate to different people.  
 
Why did you run for the Common Council? Is it that kind of lifestyle?  
I’m sure none of my friends expected me to wear suits most days. That’s a 
big change of pace. It was really the Bernie Sanders presidential campaign 
that drew me in. Obviously, my father had been in office. When I was on 
tour as a musician I used to read a lot of books about politics in America. I 
read a lot of Noam Chomsky and Jane Meyer. I never expected to run for 
office, but when I got back here and I got really engaged with the Bernie 
Sanders campaign I kind of saw how the sausage was made and I thought, 
“Yeah, why not me?”  
 
Are you going to run for mayor when Ben Walsh is done?  
I don’t know. At the moment I feel like Ben’s doing a great job thus far. So I 
have no plans to run for mayor at the moment. But Nader Maroun (Driscoll’s 
predecessor on the Common Council) was termed out. He’d done his eight 
years. So if there’s a higher position that comes available that I would be a 
fit for, yeah. If I prove to be a good public servant and people like me and I 
can do it at a higher level and direct more resources to more problems in 
the region, then I’d be open to that. But I’m definitely trying to focus on the 
here and now.  
 
Part of the here and now is 35 percent, the total turnout of city voters 
for the last mayor’s race. Does that mean we’re giving up on the sys-
tem?  
Giving up on voting and the process? Pretty close. Thirty-five percent is 
not a good number. Everywhere we look we see signs of massive dysfunc-
tion in government. That’s a big reason I got involved. Things are obviously 
broken, and I wanted to try to take care of this little piece of garden and see 
if I’m any good at that.  
 
What should the city’s relationship be with the state and what is the 
carryover from former Mayor Stephanie Miner’s conflict with Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo?  
There’s definitely still some residual in the breakdown in communications. I 
wouldn’t really care to comment on whose fault it is or place blame, 
but there’s definitely still a lot of dysfunction here locally as well. We’re in 
the honeymoon period with the new Common Council, with Walsh. So it’s 
hard to comment on what the new culture is going to be.  
 

Cont’d on page 6 
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We’ll know that probably a year or two down the road. But it seems like 
Walsh is much less likely to rush into confrontation — try to avoid 
confrontation as much as possible. Myself as well. I wouldn’t run from it, but I 
wouldn’t run toward it, as far as confrontation goes.  
 
Mayor Walsh was quoted in these pages, saying, “Development 
and opportunity are about relationships. That means having really diffi-
cult discussions that people aren’t comfortable with, including discus-
sions about race and discrimination, discussions that we, as a commu-
nity, have not been willing to have often enough.” Can we have these 
discussions?  
Absolutely. I commend the Walsh administration for trying. But I think 
your point earlier — we have 35 percent voter turnout. We also have at com-
munity meetings, which I go to probably three nights a week, very low turn-
out. Most of them are older folks. No people 30 and under attending. The 
Walsh administration has been trying to initiate conversations around the 
new police chief and what that culture should be like. They’re trying to have 
that conversation. I commend the administration for trying to do the public 
outreach. But something’s got to change. We need more engagement from 
the community and people trying to reach out. But the myth that American 
government is broken is a challenge for all of us.  
 
Syracuse ranks among the poorest cities in the country for communi-
ties of color. Is there any way we can raise our status?  
We didn’t get here overnight. We’re not going to reverse it overnight. One 
big thing for me is not only the community grid option, taking down Route 81, 
but how do we redevelop that when we take it down. I’ve seen how it goes 
back to redlining, back to the 1950s, when you look at the money that was 
lent out, home ownership was made inaccessible to people of color through-
out this country, but particularly in this region. There were conscious deci-
sions made by people in power, so now we have to have some decisions by 
people in power to reverse those trends. I hope there are things that can be 
done by his administration, by this Common Council to reverse the concen-
trated economic segregation, the racial segregation. I think the mayor has 
committed to an economy that works for everyone.  
 
There was a time when there was an element of prosperity coming 
from local manufacturing. Human service folk say that is a large seg-
ment of the urban population, unemployed or underemployed, who 
could respond to training for that kind of work. Could it happen here?  
Unless some things change at the federal level, I don’t think those kind of 
jobs are going to come back. But I do think there are some exciting pro-
grams going on now with the Syracuse City School District for careers from 
technical education. But we also have jobs in this area which go unfilled be-
cause we don’t have the training. We’re currently in a bit of a negative spiral, 
but I do think we can revitalize the economic base, the job base here, but it’s 
going to take some creativity. It’s not looking to the models of the past, 
but identifying what are the models for the future. 
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SPECIAL HONORS FOR TWO NOTTINGHAM ALUMS 
 
Sheldon ("Shelly") Kruth ('66) was honored, along 
with Marilyn Pinsky, with the Hall of Fame Award 
at the Jewish Community Center's Annual Meeting 
& Gala at Owera Vineyards in Cazenovia on June 3, 
2018. The award recognizes and celebrates individu-
als who have dedicated themselves to the Syracuse 
Jewish community and to the advancement of the 
JCC. 
 
The Syracuse native is an S.U. graduate and became 
a certified public accountant in 1975. He is a Manag-
ing Partner with the public accounting firm D’Ar-

cangelo and Company. As a child he attended the JCC summer camp and partici-
pated in other JCC programs. As an adult he served as a member of the Jewish 
Community Center's board, where he presided as board president from 1981-
1982, co-chaired the fund-raising committee for the Holocaust Library, and co-
chaired the committee for the Fitness Center addition. Shelly's service to other 
local organizations includes serving on the Jewish Federation of Central New 
York board, as an officer at Temple Adath Yeshurun, and past president of the 
March of Dimes local chapter. He is married to the former Karen Charney ('66). 
They have three daughters and five grandchildren. 
 
 
Steven Volinsky ('64) received the 2018 Esther and Joseph Roth Award for Out-
standing Jewish Community Leadership from the Jewish Federation of Central 
New York on June 6, 2018. Steven is Vice President of Finance at the Federation. 
He graduated from S.U. and is a CPA by vocation. A consummate volunteer, he 
has been treasurer of Temple Concord and of the Syracuse Community Hebrew 
School and has served on the Federation Board's Nominating Committee and its 
Allocations Committee, among numerous other volunteering endeavors. 
 
In 2013 Steve and his wife Fran received the Margie 
Markson Johnson Heart & Soul Award in recognition 
of their years of valuable participation and volunteer 
service to benefit the temple. Steve also served as the 
Chief Financial Officer of Raymour & Flanigan Fur-
niture for 23 years. The company grew from 7 stores 
to over 100 stores in 8 states. His son Jeff is a pub-
lished composer living in Nashville and his daughter  
Rebecca is a working artist residing in New York 
City. 
 
      
 
 
     — Submitted by Marlene Konsens 
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Spotlight on Alum: Melinda Koken ('61) 
      By Phil Stone (‘61) 

 

A Bulldog who has grown to enjoy 

the outdoors, whether at work or play, 

is my NHS 1961 classmate, Melinda 

“Mindy” Koken. During her high 

school years she was, among other 

things, the President of the Art Club 

and a key officer of “Bulldog 

Boosters”. 

 

 

After NHS she pursued a degree in 

education at the University of Mis-

souri and later taught Art in Jackson-

ville, Florida. In the mid-to-late 60’s 

she also fit in time for a marriage 

which brought her the opportunity to 

spend a year in Japan while her hus-

band was deployed there in the military.   

 

They had two children, a daughter and a son, and the young family spent 

some time in Portland, Oregon. It was during this period that she chose to 

take an educational course in carpentry. She did this with 24 other women, 

after which, as she says, she became totally taken with the building trades. 

Upon her relocation back to Florida she made the time, while raising her 

family and teaching, to fit in 5 years of work/training in order to become a 

Journeyman Carpenter and then, a year or two later, earn a Florida Contrac-

tor’s License. 

 

She worked on a number of large buildings in Miami for a period of years, 

totally enjoying being outdoors most of the time. One task she had was to 

plot and direct the exact placement of Footing Forms, measuring 30ft X 24ft 

x 4ft, and placing them on new steel building structures as high as 10, 20, 30 

stories and more above ground level. This most exacting process allowed for 

only a 2 inch variance in the final placement of these large building forms. 

Melinda did mention that on this work she made good use of her trigonome-

try knowledge that she first learned at NHS as a junior.  

 

"This is me in Alaska in 2014 just before I re-

joined the Richardson Highway from Fairbanks 

to Valdez.  It was 37 degrees at 7:00 that morn-

ing on top of Isabel Pass, the highest point on the 

road.  Brrrr!"                                   
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After years of working in Miami she moved to Gainesville in order to work 

on residential properties, as well as to be her own boss, and to work closer 

to the ground. She has retired now and only works if there is a friend or 

family member who needs her knowledge and skills. Mindy had always 

been a biking enthusiast, trail hiker, camper and painter (an outdoor water-

colorist, not to be confused with all her residential painting). 

 

In 2016 she made a big step forward in order to bring her outdoor joys and 

pastimes together under one roof, so to speak, and enjoy her retirement. She 

purchased a low mileage 2014 Mercedes Sprinter! Her Sprinter, which was 

originally a cargo van, has now, with her skills, had a total makeover to be-

come her personal RV. Over two vacationing seasons she finished the con-

version of her Sprinter so as to fulfill her adventurous traveling plans.  

 

Her first trip in her RV, in 2017, took her from Gainesville across the north-

ern route of the U.S. stopping to see friends in Chicago, cousins in South 

Dakota and Idaho and friends in Portland, Oregon. She then spent three 

weeks with her sister in Arcata, California helping her with some carpentry 

work. From there she continued southward, stopping to visit a nephew at 

Sonoma State University, camping at Pinnacles National Park, staying with 

her brother in Orange County, California, and camping at Malibu Creek 

State Park while visiting her son and his family nearby. Then she took a 

road trip with her daughter to Tecopa Hot Springs, Death Valley, and Lone 

Pine on the portal to Mt. Whitney. Finally returning to Los Angeles County, 

she headed for home with a brief stop in Tucson to visit yet another cousin. 

This trip, upon her return to Gaines-

ville, had totaled 8,240 miles and tak-

en nearly 8 weeks. 

 

In 2018, her Sprinter now fully 
converted with the addition of 

cabinets and a few other comforts to 
complete the inside, she left her 
Florida home on August 1st. This time 

she was on her way to visit a friend 
who lives at almost the eastern edge 

of the Gaspe Peninsula on the St. 
Lawrence River and Seaway, in a small Canadian town called Cloridorme, 

near Grande Vallee. Her first night 
out she travelled to “Stone Mountain 

State Park”, NC where she camped 
overnight. The next day she hiked to 
the mountain top and also visited an ancient cabin, originally belonging to 

"This ... shows my wiring system for the solar I 
installed for lights, fan on the roof, and mall 
exhaust fan for the composting toilet." 

Cont’d on page.10 
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the Hutchinson Family who made their homestead and life there in the early 

1800’s. Next she stopped to camp and hike in West Virginia, first in Pipestem 

State Park, then Watoga State Park where she stayed in a CCC cabin built in 
the 1930’s. She hiked many trails and biked along the Greenbrier Trail and 

other country roads. Next she traveled to Lake Champlain, stopped in a town 
named Westport, and camped in a very nice RV park which had been in the 

same family for many generations. Along the way she had stopped for some 
directions at Field’s Auction and Antique Shop where she saw that they had 
an original Koken Barber Chair, a big surprise to her. These were made by 

her grandfather and were considered to be among the best in the barber trade. 
After a few more days of travel, she finally arrived at her friend Mireille’s 

hundred year old house right on the St. Lawrence. She had driven 2,350 miles 
from home to get there and spent a pleasant week of “plein aire” painting, 

biking and enjoying the scenery before heading back home to Florida. When 
she landed back home she calculated it had been a 4,500 mile round trip. 

Melinda plans to head out late this spring with intentions of taking the south-

ern route across the country to the Los Angeles area in order to spend time 

with her kids and do some more camping enroute. 

 

In each of the past couple of years her Sprinter RV has become more “user-

friendly” as she has continued to make upgrades and improvements. Outfit-

ting it with cabinets has allowed her to organize her gear. She has installed  

no-see-um screens on the doors, insulation, and soundproofing. Lighting and 

ceiling fan are on solar power. A captain's chair for her grandson is situated 

by her table that folds down to be stowed. Her bed folds up to free up floor 

space. A composting toilet rounds out her ability to live “off-grid” should she 

choose to do so. She is particularly proud of her gas mileage which averages 

around 20 MPG as compared to the 7-10 MPG offered by many more 

expensive brands of RV's. Melinda adds that creating her RV van has truly 

been a labor of love and that she’s had lots of help and advice from friends 

and co-workers. She adds that she is very happy to share this with her 

classmates and other alums. 

 

Upon my own reflections and having made a small 
contribution of time in helping to bring Melinda’s 

narrative and pictures together here, I close by saying 
that whether she was working, biking, hiking, camp-
ing, painting or just traveling the open roads, Melinda 

has always been “One Intrepid Bulldog”.       

 

 

“Me cutting a hole in the roof for my "Fan-tastic" 

fan.  I was just a tish anxious about doing that!"  
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SPRINTER 

View toward the front View toward the back 

Bed folded up; 
two bikes hanging 

on back. 
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Spotlight on Alum: Kyaw Myo (’18) 
 

The following article appeared in the Syracuse        
Post-Standard on World Refugee Day:  

 

Kyaw Myo, from Burma, shares his struggle to 
settle in Syracuse 
By Katrina Tulloch 
 
SYRACUSE, N.Y. -- 
Myo, 20, rides around 
Syracuse on his brother's 
bicycle because his 
own two-wheeler was re-
cently swiped from their 
Northside home. The theft 
is frustrating, but Myo 
shakes his head and 
shrugs: "Not everyone 
knows what's right." 
 
 As a refugee from Burma, 
Myo has been through worse. A bike theft doesn't shake him. It's just one 
more problem to figure out. Myo hails from the Rakhine state of Burma, 
which is officially called Myanmar by its government. It's a military-run 
country about the size of Texas. His parents died when he was young, so he 
grew up with relatives in a state which experienced continual sectarian vio-
lence for years. Hundreds of villages in the Rakhine state have been de-
stroyed. Much of the population has fled. Myo and his older brother also 
left, to pursue freedom and opportunities in a new nation. They en-
tered Malaysia as refugees in 2012 and waited at least three years for place-
ment in another country. 
 
Myo said living in Malaysia was hard. He spent lots of time preparing for 
his interviews with the United Nations. He had a refugee card, but still wor-
ried about being arrested and sent back to Burma. "The cops are always 
looking for foreigners," he said. "They arrest you, even if you have docu-
ments. Then they ask for money. Then they deport you. You always have to 
watch out for cops." 
 
In Malaysia, his brother sent him to a learning center developed by the Bur-
ma Refugee Organization. There, he learned the basics of English and math, 
and worked part-time to get cash. He and his brother arrived in the United 
States two and a half years ago. They were assigned to a mid-sized city 
called Syracuse. More refugees with Burmese heritage have come to Onon-
daga County in the past 10 years than any other group."It was a very long 

http://www.syracuse.com/news/index.ssf/2017/02/refugees_in_onondaga_county_where_are_they_from_when_did_they_arrive_1.html
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process," Myo said. "I was not sad to leave [Burma]. I had nothing to lose. I 
didn't have a future there. So I was not sad, even if I was not happy."  
 
Today, he lives with his brother, Khaing Myo Hin, on the north side of Syra-
cuse. His brother works as a sushi chef. They share a bicycle. The Catholic 
Charities Northside CYO helped them resettle and file paperwork in Eng-
lish. Myo applied to the On Point For College program, which offers assis-
tance to help him and his brother pay the rent and electric bills. "I had a lot 
of help." 
 
Myo attended Nottingham High School. His English needed improvement, 
so he was afraid of taking the bus and getting lost. He also worried about 
being looked at for being different. "People [would] come near me and I 
would run away because I wouldn't understand if they ask me questions," he 
said. "I wouldn't have anything to say back. It was very intimidating." 
 
As his language skills improved, Myo read a book called "Never Eat Alone" 
by Keith Ferrazzi, which recommended surrounding yourself with support-
ive people to achieve success. He held fast to this advice; he needed to make 
friends. "That's what pushed me to learn English," Myo said. "I wanted to 
interact with people. Social life is very important to me." Myo still encoun-
tered classmates who didn't understand him.  
 
Classmates asked why he was here. They asked why he didn't have a driver's 
license, even though he was older than other students. Some physically 
pushed around him or other refugees. "Obviously, you get bullied and dis-
criminated here," Myo said. "Not everyone likes refugees and immigrants. 
It's sometimes very infuriating. You feel less human than they are. It's defi-
nitely not easy. You have to fight through it. All that pain pushed me to 
work harder." 
 
Myo did make friends. He signed up for clubs. He tried his hand at sing-
ing and even landed a small part in the school's 2017 spring play, "Mary 
Poppins."  Still, he describes his guidance counselor as his best friend. She 
helped him pick classes, apply to colleges and waive application fees. This 
year, Myo earned a scholarship to study engineering at Clarkson University. 
He plans to pursue his interests in architecture and business. He wants to get 
a master's degree and "make good money."  
 
"It's kind of hard to get out of [the] lower class," he said. "Medication is 
very expensive, college is very expensive, and if you get minimum wage, 
you can't really get out of it unless you do…miracles." He said he likes 
America because of those opportunities: to get an education and establish a 
career. "I can be whatever I want to be," Myo said. "Whatever you pursue, 
you have a chance to become it. You just have to go get it."  
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John Stewart joined the Syracuse 
baseball stadium groundskeeping 
crew in 2008, when the stadium 
switched from turf to grass, and be-
came the boss in 2010. In 2015 he 
was named Sport Turf Managers 
Association Turf Manager of the 
Year for the Triple A baseball 

league. John has worked with the Blue Jays, Nationals, Chiefs, and now 
the Mets baseball teams' managements.  
 
The team manager has said Stewart and his crew help make this one of the 
top fields in the league. John modestly says, "I just do this because I'm not 
qualified to do anything else." He loves being outside and doing a mental-
ly and physically challenging job. Those are not the only rewarding as-
pects of his career so far, as John met his girlfriend, Katie Berger, when 
she worked at the stadium as an intern from Syracuse University's 
Newhouse School. She now runs the team store and is an administrative 
assistant to the General Manager. Their 4-year-old rescue dog, Molly, goes 
to the stadium to run around and sleep in John's office.  
 
Growing up, starting at age 12, he helped his grandfather by working at 
the (former) Tecumseh Golf Club mowing the grass and learned skills 
needed for groundskeeping from others working there. He enjoys the out-
doors and the sun and dirt. He was thrilled to be able to drive the machines 
and operate other necessary equipment. 
 
John attended the SUNY College of Environ-
mental Science and Forestry after graduation 
from Nottingham but did not finish the degree 
program. In 2008 he joined the Syracuse 
Chiefs ground crew. The field needs mowing 
(to a height of 1¼ inches), fertilizing, main-
taining damage-free areas of grass, leveling 
out uneven spots in the infield, watering regu-
larly, and rolling out tarps to protect the field 
when rain threatens to prevent play. The field 
work starts in March and continues after base-
ball season ends in September. Around the 
time of the first snowfall the field is "put to 
bed". During winter, John works on adminis-
trative tasks and hopes the snow will cover 

John Stewart ('03) Makes Sure Syracuse Teams Can 
"PLAY BALL!!" 

  by Margaret Lanzendorf Kramer ('68) 
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the field, keeping it protected from winter wind damage. At the start of base-
ball season the ground is still cold and grass is still dormant. To prepare the 
field for the new baseball season it has to be soft enough for a cushion but 
firm enough to allow for the bounce of ground balls. 
 
Katie Berger, account executive with the Chiefs (now Mets), and John's girl-
friend, says John takes his job responsibility seriously. Player safety and field 
pliability is a top priority. John and his crew watch batting practice and the 
ground ball movements to monitor the condition and playability of the field. 
They also get feedback from talking with the players.  
 
During games Stewart's crew 
may need to fix holes and 
sweep the infield and lay 
down the rain tarp. John often 
monitors weather predictions 
on his cell phone to inform the 
umpires. Many of the on-field 
marketing and public relations 
activities and promotions 
(which can include animals as 
well as people) stress the 
field, but John and crew are 
capable of keeping the field 
playable. On  some personal vacations John even visits other league baseball 
fields to learn and compare information. He always wants to learn more to 
make the groundskeeping and the business better. 
 
During summer John spends time at the ballpark and plays golf with some of 
his NHS buddies (Greg Miller, Zach Clark, Miles Kraemer, and others). He 
frequents the Westcott Street area, especially Alto Cinco, Taps, and the Beer 
Belly Deli. He and Katie have a house near Barry Park. His parents still live 
on the east side also. John and Katie enjoy driving to work together and tak-
ing winter vacations to Florida, Hilton Head, and California. They cheer for 
S.U. football even more since Dino Babers' success at coaching. 
 
John states that he feels lucky to stay in Syracuse and that the University/
Nottingham High School community feels like home. He hopes this next 
generation can get an excellent education, with excellent teachers, similar to 
the education he received that prepared him for college and the professional 
sector. He also appreciated the exposure he had in high school to people of 
different cultures which broadened his understanding of society. He enjoys 
staying in contact with many former classmates at weddings, parties, and 
other events, and sharing special memories.  
 

Cont’d on page 16 
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John remembers Levy Middle School as an "awesome place" with great 
teachers, even though it was a quick in and out. John's social studies teach-
er at Levy was Bob Perrino (Henninger baseball coach and now Head 
Baseball Coach at Onondaga Community College in Syracuse). John 
played baseball at Sherman Park, 7th grade, and on NHS modified, JV and 
Varsity teams. He greatly enjoyed NHS baseball with Coach Ciro Frontelli. 
Later he saw Ciro's son play at the stadium when Ciro coached at Bishop 
Ludden High School. 
 
John has great respect for, and fond memories of, many of the teachers he 
had at Nottingham. Mrs. Ginny Fennessey (English and "Common 
Ground" newspaper), Mr. Don Little (Social Studies) and Ms. Ronnie Va-
lerio (John's Latin teacher for 3 years). All came to mind in our interview. 
John especially remembered Ms. Valerio for the way she helped them pre-
pare for class, think ahead and be conditioned to prepare for the unknown. 
She was in his thoughts more than he expected. He even spoke to her re-
cently. He said he has great memories of Nottingham, more than 15 years 
after graduating. 
 
John hopes the Syracuse City School District can improve its baseball 
fields with better design and maintenance. He contacted coach Mike Meola 
(now with SCSD combined team) and Coach Meola's team has used the 
Mets' stadium here for batting practice and field play with some success in 
sectional play.  
 
Congratulations to John (and Katie) for jobs well done and continued    
success in career and future life endeavors. John can be contacted                 
at JStewart@syracusemets.com.  
 
Note: Additional resource information came from article by Lindsay      
Kramer in the Post-Standard/Empire Magazine, May 15, 2016 edition.  

 
 
  

mailto:JStewart@syracusemets.com
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           3100 East Genesee Street 

 

Sometimes I will ask a student why the Nottingham 

address is listed as being on Genesee Street rather than 

being on Meadowbrook where the building clearly lies. 

Asking this question brings students back to a time in history that they, and 

likely their parents, have had little chance to ponder. What did the land where 

Nottingham was built look like as they began planning for a new high school 

and an elementary school next door? Was Meadowbrook Drive being planned 

at the same time? How did the powers-that-be envision the far East side? Did 

they see Nottingham lasting 70 some odd years in the building that it occupies 

presently? 

 

Nottingham is set to begin renovations this year. I had good conversations with 

the architects as they were planning the renovations. But I, much like the plan-

ners in the late 40’s, am planning for a Nottingham that I can scarcely imagine. 

This renovation is likely, if past history holds, the last one for decades. As 

much as education remains the same, it is beginning to change very rapidly. 

Did I, and most importantly the architects, capture the changes that will drive 

the building forward for the next quarter century and beyond? 

 

Clearly there is no way to answer these questions. I hope that the correct deci-

sions were made. I am confident that my 40 years as a Bulldog gave me 

enough information to make a decision that will help drive Nottingham for the 

foreseeable future. Still I wonder, 20 years down the road, as the principal 

walks down the hall speaking with a student, what they will ponder. Will they 

see the Nottingham renovated in the 2020’s as being one that helped drive the 

future of Nottingham? Or will they wonder, what was Maynard thinking? Only 

time will tell. 

 

 David P. Maynard 

 Principal 

 Class of 1980  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David P. Maynard, Principal 
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New Panels for the Nottingham Quilt! 

 Lisa Rothman ('62), our 
Newsletter Designer, sewed 
these beautiful panels to fill in 
some of the missing years on 
the Nottingham Quilt. 
 
Still needed: 1935, 1937, 1940, 
1943, 1947, 1949, 1951, 1952, 1960, 
1969, 1972, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1982, 
1984, 1985, 1987, 1988, 1989, 1990, 
1992, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 
and 2002 through 2019.  

QUILTERS UNITE for 

Nottingham Quilt 

Use your skills to make squares for your class or one of the  

missing  squares of years past. 

An individual quilt panel should be 8” x 8” (total visible design) - a 

1” border all around equals a total panel size of 10” x 10”.   The 

panel must have the graduation year. Any appropriate 

designs, techniques, materials, etc., are encouraged 

Contact The Connection:  

nottalum@hotmail.com. 

mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com


 19 

 

Still living in the Cuse ! It has been both sweet and sad. 
 
Sweet: Yes; I see daily and remember well a time in our shared youth that was 
quite robust in the "Salt City" pre I-81! Sports in the 50's with Dolph and the 
Nats, Jim Brown/Ernie Davis and the Orangemen, Carmen Basilio and Boxing! 
All of us and The Salt City were on the national stage. The Chiefs, Triple A 
baseball, now owned by the NY Mets, went through a name change during the 
off-season. Many had believed they'd become "The Salt Potatoes", but they 
became the Syracuse Mets instead. 
 
Sad: To see many beautiful buildings aging, but others are being saved and   
repurposed. Dilapidated neighborhoods slowly rotting, but some are rebounding. 
Street crime is up and drugs, as elsewhere, are prevalent and abundant. I will say 
though that much of the crime does not come from Syracuse-raised persons but 
from outside persons who have come to Syracuse to pedal their wares. Instead of 
by canal or railroad they come by interstate highway. 
 
Now: We have seen LeMoyne College and OCC and of course SU become much 
larger institutes of learning and quality employers of thousands. The hospitals 
and their educational arms are much larger now than they were in our youth and 
students from around the world in the thousands come here for their medical edu-
cations. They require quality housing, food and entertainment. And they get it. In 
the 50's we were clearly a broadly based community with many industrial leaders 
having factories here, and at that time SU was about the 15th largest county wide 
employer. Today SU is the largest employer, county wide, followed closely by 
the SUNY/Upstate medical complex. Interestingly we still have a good presence 
of industrial players such as Carrier, GE, Lockheed Martin, Crucible Steel, Allied 
Chemical and Crouse Hinds. They're just not the big employers they once were.  
 
Future: Living here, growing older, listening and observing, I'm willing to pre-
dict a few things. Sometime in the next year the state and federal authorities will 
finally advise us residents just what multi-billion dollar solution they have 
deemed appropriate for the next generation of the elevated portion of  I-81 where 
it passes through the city. They claim to have 3 choices: build a tunnel, update 
the elevated structure, or bring the expressway to the street level and create a 
grid. Forget the first two; they will do the grid. The state, including SUNY ESF, 
and the Upstate Medical Complex plus SU are the big money players who most 
want this to happen. If you can imagine it, all 3 of these entities would expand 
westward to develop the remaining new and older properties between the current 
I-81 and S. Salina Street. All might celebrate at the new Hotel Syracuse Marriott. 
Syracuse would become an ever larger Education and Health destination. Not to 
forget: the banking, insurance and legal entities would grow as well. 
           
I will close by saying that William Nottingham High School is currently the best 
in the SCSD.( Syracuse City School District) 

Reflections on a Life in Syracuse 
by Phil Stone ('61) 
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FACES of Nottingham 
Families, Alumni, Community, Educators, and Students  

FACES of Nottingham is Nottingham High School’s version 
of a traditional PTO. It operates as a non-profit organization 
that includes families, alumni, community, educators and stu-
dents, and its primary purpose is to support the education of 
our students. We continue to be deeply grateful to all Notting-
ham alumni, who continue to donate generously to support 
what happens in our building and beyond. 

 
FACES continued its usual activities in 2017-18, including 
supporting teachers with requests for student activities and 
trips, hosting a Teacher-Staff Appreciation Lunch, organizing 
an After Prom Party for graduating seniors and their guests, 
and advocating for our students. Our biggest push was to 
raise funds for the Nottingham Performance Arts Club and/or 
FANS (Fans of the Arts at Nottingham High School). Our 
funds had been drained over the last couple of years, and we 
have made a concerted effort to build them back up. 
 
Nottingham continues to be on Syracuse City School Dis-
trict’s Joint Schools Construction Board (JSCB) renovation 
list, and Principal David Maynard continues to work closely 
with the new architect to develop comprehensive plans that 
will help us transition to the future. 
 

Although FACES’ Fundraising Committee is still planning 
on a major Capital Campaign to fundraise for Nottingham 
school renovations that will not be covered by the City of Sy-
racuse, we are on hold until we have more clarity on what the 
SCSD plans to do. Our needs continue to be: installation of 
air conditioning, upgrade of drinking water system so all wa-
ter fountains can be utilized, removal of asbestos where need-
ed, renovation of bathrooms - including water fixtures that 
stay on, addition of walls where partitions currently exist in 
classrooms, completion of science rooms upgrades, upgrading 
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of lockers and locker rooms, creation of storage spaces for 
teachers, creation of meeting spaces for staff, teachers and 
students, renovation and upgrade of gymnasium and weight 
room, upgrade of classroom furniture, upgrade of cafeteria, 
upgrade of auditorium, creation of additional Smart class-
rooms, and redesign of front of school to meet safety stand-
ards. 
 
The Capital Campaign will take at least 2-3 years of plan-
ning and implementation, and FACES invites each one of 
you to participate and help us in the planning and execution. 
We want to raise funds from alumni, community and corpo-
rations to help us achieve our goals. There will also be op-
portunities to give naming gifts, i.e. a classroom or lab could 
be named after you. 
 
FACES meetings now take place on the first Thursday every 
other month at 6:30 pm in the Nottingham Cafeteria, and all 
are welcome to attend. You can find out more about us on 
our website: http://www.nottinghamptso.org where infor-
mation about school activities, events and academic supports 
are frequently updated. You can also find us on Facebook as 
William Nottingham High School.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Tula Goenka, 
FACES President, 2018-19 
 

http://www.nottinghamptso.org
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Many of us began our education at Edward Smith School. Renovation and 
expansion of the original school building is continuing, while students, facul-
ty and administration are in the T. Aaron Levy school building (the old Not-
tingham building) at the corner of Fellows Avenue and Harvard Place. 
 
Renovations include new bathrooms, boiler room, and parking lot, as well as 
an expanded gymnasium and masonry restoration. Photographs below show 
some of the work-in-progress. Current plans are to return to the Edward 

Smith school in Fall, 2019. 
 
 

GYM addition overview 

Masonry restoration 

Hey, Alums!   
Do you have memories of, or anecdotes about, your 

years at Nottingham HS that you would like to share?  
Have you had interesting experiences in the years 
since?  We would love to hear from you.  Send your     
recollections/thoughts/narrative to our email address: 

 nottalum@hotmail.com with 
 “From the Mailbag” in the Subject line 

mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
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Announcing the Edward Smith School 100 Year   
Gala Celebration Weekend 

Oct. 11th-13th 2019 
 

Save the Date for the upcoming Edward Smith School 100 
Year Gala Celebration Weekend, to be held on Columbus 
Day/ Indigenous Peoples Day Weekend, Friday October 11th 
through Sunday, October 13th, 2019. Details of the weekend 
are still evolving but the planned events are as follows:   
 
·         Friday, October 11th: Family Fun Evening.  Events 

include building tours, unveiling of the NYS  
Historic Marker and “Peace by Piece” mural,  

 musical performances, speakers and activities for 
children and families.   

·         Saturday, October 12th: Gala (Semi-Formal). Events 
include building tours, social time followed by a 
Gala Dinner, a Program and Recognition event, 
and Dancing on the Stage at the newly renovated 
Edward Smith K-8 School.     

·         Sunday, October 13th, afternoon: 100 Year Fashion 
Show.  Both Nottingham High School and       
Edward Smith students will be performing a 
School Talent Showcase.   

 
Not able to attend the 100 Year Celebration, but want to stay 
informed about the 100 Year Celebration? Connect with the 
new Edward Smith PTO Website at  
http://www.edsmith-pto.org , created and redesigned  by      
Edward Smith and  Nottingham HS Alumnus, Adam Gaus. We 
encourage and invite you to visit the  newly renovated Edward 
Smith School in the Fall of 2019.  
 
 Edward Smith K-8 School, PTO 
1106 Lancaster Ave 
During Renovation: Fellows Ave. and Harvard Place  
Syracuse, NY 13210 
 
The “Nottingham Connection” supports this wonderful event and 
thanks Kay Scott for making us aware of it.  

http://www.edsmith-pto.org/
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From the Mailbag 

From Adam Gaus ('48): 
Hi - 
A small group of Nottingham alums got together this week for a 70th (!) 
Reunion We met at the house of Howie Eckel and Beth Furman Eckel on 
the east end of Lake Ontario. When I dug out my yearbook, I realized that 
the latest Nottingham Connection in my file was the 2016 edition. My fault 
- I have moved several times since 2016. Please use my permanent ad-
dress…. 
(in Florida) 
 
From Rick Snyder ('59): 
Thanks for the Spotlight in your recent issue on old friend James Jacobs. 
Jim and I were friends, graduated together in 1959, have been in touch over 
the years and I was delighted to see him featured. 
 
It occurred to me that you might like to know that this '59 alum was recent-
ly elected into the Maine Association of Broadcasting Hall of Fame. My 
radio career started in Syracuse in 1961 as a DJ at WOLF and I carved out a 
50+ year career as a broadcaster (on the air and management) in several 
markets but landed in Maine in 1967 and stayed for 31 years. 
 
Retired now and living in Florida (surprise!) it's always fun to see the Not-
tingham Connection arrive in my mailbox…… 
 
From Quentin Kopp  ('45): 
I received the Nottingham Connection today and am pleased from a sense 
of history to send a donation to you. I note ….. the graduation rate of about 
60% while noting in my years (and my sister's) we graduated about 99%, of 
whom 90% went to college and 90% of those went to Piety Hill, aka S.U. 
 
 I'm saddened to report the death in April of Jack S. Gardner, Class of 
1948….. [see In Memoriam] 
       
From Georgi Marquisee, about Mark Marquisee ('56): 
 
Hi Friends, 
Mark suffers from Alzheimers, however he still loves to read, and the 
"Nottingham  Connection" is his favorite reading material. He spends hours 
re-reading it. So I wanted you to know how much pleasure your efforts have 
given our household. 
Many thanks!  
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From Mike Lessen ('63): 
  
After high school I went to work in my father’s various automotive busi-
nesses for a number of years. I then went to Sullivan Comm. College in the 
Catskills for two years where I worked in one of the resort hotels. It was 
there that I met one of the guests who referred me to her friend who lived in 
Queens. They both worked at CBS in NYC. At the time there was no     
internet or texting so we corresponded by mail. In either '68 or ‘69 I relocat-
ed to Long Island with my good friend Richard Carmen and worked for 
Brunswick Corporation, where I also looked up my pen-pal, Debra, in 
Queens. The rest is history as we got married in ‘70 and moved to Syracuse 
where I went to work for an engineering firm, then for a long span with an 
industrial supply company. I also held a dealer’s license for about thirty five 
years which I just relinquished this December. Debra and I did a lot of trav-
eling here in the states and once to Belgium. Debra and I were married for 
44 years, and she passed away almost four years ago from Systemic Lupus. 
I live in Manlius, and have three daughters and nine grandchildren ranging 
from 1 to 22. I still like to travel, and this month I took my 19 year old 
granddaughter to Spain. It was a trip she will always remember. To stay 
busy I go to estate sales and auctions where I collect works of art. I also stay 
busy while working for a new car dealership here in Syracuse. It’s more or 
less a fun job, and I’ll probably be there until they kick me out. 
 

Dear Nottingham Alumni, 
     Words can not express how grateful my students and I are for your gen-
erous grant. This portable AC unit will truly help us to stay much cooler 
(once the weather improves). With the cooler room temperature the students 
will be able to concentrate more in class. This will be a huge help when 
reviewing for the Regents exam. When I told the students that we had been 
granted the money to buy an AC unit they were so 
excited and started to clap. They were truly grate-
ful. We thank you so much for your continued 
support. You truly make a difference for students 
and teachers.  
Fondly, 
Cyndi Koolakian  
 
Dear Members of the Nottingham Alumni Grant Committee, 
     Please accept my sincere thanks for your generous grant which has al-
lowed me to order a full class set of the classic novel The Women of    
Brewster Place by Gloria Naylor as well as the movie version of the text. I 
am so excited to be able to include this brilliant novel representing the   
African American community as I continue to strive to diversify my AP 
class. I've no doubt that my students will love the novel as much as I do! 
Your kindness and consideration is so appreciated! 
Best, 
Sara Zizzi-Putmon 



 26 

 

More From the Mailbag 

 
Dear Alumni Connection, 
     Your generosity & support of our Performing Arts Program here at 
Nottingham does not go unnoticed. Thank you for your help to keep our 
program strong! 
Alicia Bronzetti 
Music Director/P.A.C. Advisor 
 
Nottingham Alumni Connection, 
     Thank you so much for your generosity. The items I was able to pur-
chase with the grant will greatly enhance the instruction and atmosphere of 
my classroom. I cannot wait to utilize them.  
Thank You! 
Lawrence Bohler 
 
     Thank you so much for my grant. So many students will be positively 
impacted by the materials purchased! (study guides & easels) 
Thank you, 
Lauren Cirulli 
 
     Thank you very much for your generous donation. The classroom is 
thankful for your help.  
Room 110 students 
 
Dear Nottingham Alumni, 
     Thank you for your generosity! My students and I are grateful for the 
opportunity and honored to be selected as recipients of the Connection 
Grant. With your help I will be able to provide valuable content supple-
mentation! 
Many thanks, 
Halie Kicsak & students 
 
     Thank you to the Alumni Connection for your continued support of our 
program and our students. 
Christina Ferlenda 
 
     Thank you for your support (sponsoring 4 ENL students)! The Not-
tingham Ski Club appreciates it.  
Kristen Gaugler 
 
Dear Alumni Connection, 
     I want to thank you so much for the calculators for my physics class. 
These calculators will enable my students to properly solve problems in 
class without using their phones and allow them to have the paper materi-
als for the Regents exam. THANK you for all your support! 
Thomas Procopio 
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Nottingham teacher Naomi Wa'Jukun Sarkin-Noma Ali shares a letter from 
one of her former students, below. She writes: "Another reason why I still 
TEACH. Thank you, Pierrot Rutagarama. We at Nottingham High School 
and the Syracuse City School District are very proud of you." 
 
Hi Mrs. Ali, 
 

Long time since we have communicated. I hope you are doing well. I 
wanted to say thank you for being such an enthusiastic, caring, and 
overall awesome teacher. I will be attending medical school at the Uni-
versity of Rochester in the fall and as I reflect on how I got here, I'm 
reminded of all the good people who helped me achieve this fate. You 
are certainly someone who I'm fortunate to have met. I know that Not-
tingham did not have all the resources that other advantaged schools 
have but I benefited from your passion to ensure that we received an 
adequate education despite the short comings within the SCSD. When 
asked why I majored in neuroscience in college, I always share that a 
special SUPA Biology teacher made me fall in love with the way she 
taught the subject. YOU ultimately inspired me to love science and be-
come a future physician. I am so glad I chose to take your biology class 
senior year. To this day I continue to not participate in "giraffeing". 
Your love for teaching shows and as a future physician I am humbled by 
having you as a teacher and I hope to one day deliver care to patients 
with the same dedication that you had as a teacher. 

 
 All the best, 
 Pierrot 

Dear Nottingham Alumni Connection, 
     Thanking you does not seem enough. Your generosity and kindness are 
changing the lives of future enlightened citizens. The materials you are 
providing for the Social Studies department reflect the changing de-
mographics of Nottingham. These materials will reach all of Nottingham's 
students - from students who review educational services, to students who 
are new to this country and barely know the language, to our incredibly 
gifted and talented students who are future Ivy League bound. Your mone-
tary gift is ever-reaching and will help all. Thank you from all of us!!! 
Sincerely, 
Tom Little, Don Little, Sean Martin, Heather Moses, Peter Sterpe, Jessica 
Terry, Elizabeth Morse, Justin Petranchuk, Sarah Hanley, Lauren Cirulli, 
and Nate Dean. 

 
Dear Alumni Grant Committee, 
     Thank you for the grant. The students are finishing the year w/a unit on 
Speak. My biggest "problem" has been kids being distracted from discus-
sions because they're reading ahead. Again, Thank you! 
Sincerely,  
Maureen DeChick  
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We thank the following for their donations to The Not-

tingham  Connection. Donations are used primarily to pay 

for publishing and mailing The Nottingham Connection, 

and secondarily to support  teacher grants and current 

projects at Nottingham High School. 

DONATIONS from Our ANGELS 

Patrons   ($26 - $100) 

Ronald & Ann Bladen Ru-
dolph 
Joe Bleth 
Hollis Brounstein-Berney 
William Burrows 
Douglas Cashing 
Cynthia Cassel Phillips 
Maureen Rose Chamian 
Arnold Derwin 
Diane DeSerras Arenella 
Ann Deutsch Prowda 
Susan Donnor Wells 
Howard Eckel 
Grace Flusche 
Tom Fuoco 
Marion Gordon 
Judy Grundel Oster 
Sandra Haney Reis 
Victoria Hickman Harris 

Ann Heider 
Joe Higgins 
Sandra & Eugene Kaplan 
MD 
Ellen & Joel Katzowitz 
Dianne Kirshtein 
Quentin Kopp 
Allen Kosoff 
Maryann Lavelle Platania 
David Leitner 
Sondra Lynch 
Richard Mandeville 
Meg Murray 
Larry Novak 
Larry Novak MD 
Phebe Novakovic 
Thora Pederson  
Barbara Pomeroy 
Roger Reid 

Elaine Rensin Rubenstein 
John Richert MD 
Michael Scheer 
James Stathes 
Jackie Tambi Madura 
George Ward Jr 
Marian Williams Oberholtzer 
Martha Williams Thompson 
Marilyn Zaleon 
Bob Zucker 
Ethel McConaghy 
Zeevia Besdin Jaffa 
Joanne Bodow 
Mark Marquisee 
Janice Gardner Jiler 

Benefactors  (over $100) 

Michael Steiner 
Earl Ferguson 
Carol Graham Borthwick 
James Greene Jr. 
Paul Hammond 
Jo Meltzer Brown, in memory    
of  Nancy Iles Berger and 
Cathy Wangerman Neuner 
Michael O'Connor 
Michael Paikin 
Miriam Pia Larrison 

M.S. Pilcher 
Howard & Kathy Kellet Rensin 
Dr. Robert Resnick 
Marlene Sallerson & Bill Lowe 
Russell Steenberg 
Juris Ubans 
Eleanor Theodore 
Robert Clark 
Roseanne Leipzig 
Phil Stone 
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Tom Andrews 
Amy Devorsetz Eliezer 
Alison Dwyer 
Janet Edelberg 
Lynne Farrington Allen 
Lewis Freeman 
Hugh Fulmer MD 
Joy Goldberg Moss 
Elizabeth Hain 
Nancy Hough 
Donald Hutchins 

Marilyn Karch Steinberg 
Bill Laube 
Hal McGrath 
Karen Pearson 
Shirley Poushter Rosen 
Kathy Rubin Sparrow 
William Scully 
David & Therese Sharp Schoe-  
      neck 
Hollis Waldron Russo 
Peter Zschiesche 

Supporters  ($11 - $25)  

Jill Bastable 

David Feld 

Carole Hoffman 

Alice Kantor Salita 

Peter Kenny 

Karen Leiter Pearson 

Lynne McCormick 

Jerry Ryen 

Carol Sorkin 

Adam Bruce 

Friends  ($5 - $10)  
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NOTTINGHAM CONNECTION                                       

TEACHER GRANTS 2017/2018 

STAFF/TEACHER     PURPOSE 
 
Tom Little (for 11 teachers) World History/Globalization teacher 
                   resource/activity books Special Ed  
    +ELL) 
 
Christina Ferlenda  2 sewing machines for Fashion Design/
       Drama Dept. projects 
 
Maureen DeChick/B. Button 25 copies graphic novel “SPEAK” for 
     English 9/Special Ed/ELL 
 
H. Kicsak   K-12 Math online program 1 yr. license 
    for Math/Special Ed/at-risk students 
 
Jaime Rodriguez   32 student response clickers and system 
    set for Career/Technical & Natural     
    Resources 
 
Sara Cole/Edye Bonanni/Shawn Ryan Community-based classroom 
    emergency clothing needs for students; 
    3 balance balls 
 
Lauren Cirulli            30 World History study guides + table 
    top easels  
 
Tracy Daige/T. Rubadeau  500 9th grade Academic Planners for 
    2018/19 
 
Lawrence Bohler   35 Odyssey textbooks + FlipGrid sub-
    scription/microphone 
 
Cyndi Koolakian   Portable air conditioner (for Spanish 
    classes)  
 
Lauren Cirulli   24 bilingual glossaries 
 
Tom Procopio   30 scientific calculators 
 
Sara Zizzi-Putmon  32 copies: The Women of Brewster 
    Place + DVD   
 
Kristen Gaugler   Sponsoring 4 ENL (English New     
    Learner) students for NHS Ski Club 
 
Alicia Bronzetti   14 wireless microphone belts + belt 
    pacs (for transmitters) for Drama Dept. 
 
TOTAL: 15 GRANTS       $6,695.34 
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                               TREASURER’S REPORT 2018 

              

      Balance on 12/31/2017 ………………..…….$11,002.38 
 

          Total Donations in 2018 …………………… $ 5,482.00 
 

            Publishing/Mailing Expenses 2018 ………. $ 1,095.50 
 

            Other Expenses 2018 ……………………….$  859.94 
  (2018 NHS yearbook, computer assistance,  

   ink, office and meeting supplies, bank  
   account charges) 

 
              Grants to Teachers 2018  ………………….. $ 6,695.34 

 
            Total Expenses 2018 ……………………….  $8,650.78 

 
             Balance on 12/31/2018 …………………….  $7,833.60 

 

Submitted by Peg Kramer, Treasurer 

Reminder: All donation checks should be made out to       
Nottingham Connection, as we have our own account with a 

local commercial bank. This will ensure a correct deposit. 
(We are not a tax-exempt organization, but this does not have 

a major impact on our expense account.) 
 
Mail to:   
The Nottingham  Connection,  
3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13224.             
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Class of 1958 Gift for Refugee Students 
 

Nottingham's Class of '58 has organized a fund to buy winter clothing for 
the refugee students at the high school. So far, class treasurer Malcolm 
Smith has sent Nottingham FACES a check for $1500 to be used for this 
purpose, and contributions are still coming in. This is a list of the contribu-
tors so far: 
 
Margo Carr Miller  Mena Choguill 
Linda Finn Bergeron  Bill Racey 
Connie Soule   Malcolm Smith 
Dick and Linda Kelso  Dick Bowman   
Larry McNabb                                  Linda Paskevitch deNeufville 
Alice Hunnicutt Entin               Jim StathesLarry Pardee  
Mary Beth Sellwood Fitzmorris      Susan Ross, in memory of Bruce Ross 
Susan Scheiss Beattie 
 

Anyone wishing to contribute can mail a check c/o  
Malcolm Smith, treasurer,  
Nottingham Class of '58 

6008 Bay Hill Circle 
Jamesville, NY 13078.  

Nottingham alum Steve Bucci ('88) has set up a 
scholarship in memory of his brother Mark Bucci ('86). 
The annual award will be given to a graduating  
senior who has been involved in Cross-Country or Indoor 
Track and demonstrated good sportsmanship. 

NOTICES FOR ALUMNI 

1.REUNION COMMITTEES:  You must get a permit to tour the school 

prior to your visit. 

 
 

2. CONTACT PERSON FOR  EACH CLASS: If you would like to be the 

contact  person for your class please  contact nottalum@hotmail.com with 

your information. 
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 Nottingham Class of 1958's Sixtieth Reunion   

by Connie Soule Palumb                                                             

On a lovely weekend in September twenty or so members of the Class of 
1958, the first to attend all four years at the new high school, gathered at 
various sites. 
 
Friday evening, as is our custom, Dick Bowman hosted us for a fun and 
casual dinner catered by Dinosaur Barbecue. The food was delicious and 
friendships were renewed. Dick has a remarkable wine cellar which he gen-
erously shared. Thank you, Dick! 
 
Saturday morning several lucky people toured the high school with some 
fascinating students from various parts of the world. There are 400 students, 
many of whom are refugees from war torn countries, and nearly all speak 
English as a second language.They were there, on a Saturday morning, to 
attend a challenging academic class (it’s doubtful we would have done the 
same!) 
 
It was decided that money raised by our class would be donated to this re-
markable group of motivated students to provide new clothes and other life 
necessities. Approximately $2,000 was donated by our generous classmates. 
 
Some of us chose to attend a Syracuse football game at noon which was 
very exciting... Go Orange! 
 
The Cavalry Club in Manlius was the venue for a delightful and delicious 
buffet overlooking the golf course, complete with fireworks! Malcom Smith 
was our host and Hank O’Neil shared his most interesting life and ca-
reer....The CIA and American Jazz. Hank included many interesting anec-
dotes about world class musicians and entertainers. He is truly a Renais-
sance Man! 
 
Kudos to our hard working committee... especially Linda Finn, Margo Carr, 
Mena Choguill and Malcom Smith. All of these people rolled up their 
sleeves and worked very hard. 
 
Though we didn’t have as many attendees as we had hoped, those who 
came really did have fun. What an interesting group we are! We, of course, 
missed a significant number of friends who had died in just the last few 
years. We talked about a cruise for next time, as long as it’s soon! 



 34 

 

The class of 1968 celebrated our Golden Anniversary Reunion 
on September 21st and 22nd of 2018! Everyone had a wonderful 
time and many classmates reconnected through the class web 
site and the reunion itself. 
 
Classmate Gina Greene-Cullins created a state of the art web 

site and handled the management of the web site. She dedicated 

it to her beloved friend and classmate, Tina Tzivani Zhang. On 

the site we had all of the details of the reunion as well as a list 

of classmates and yearbooks from ’66, ’67, and 1968! To see 

pictures of ourselves when we were adolescents was amazing! 

After the reunion was over, we were able to post twenty pages 

of pictures from the two nights of the reunion. The love and 

warmth that is apparent in the pictures is heartwarming and an 

affirmation of the life long bonds that were formed in our youth 

with our school and neighborhood friends. Anyone can view the 

web site and we encourage everyone to enjoy it:  

www.nottingham1968.com 

 

On Friday, September 21st, our class gathered at the Chop 

House on Waring. During our high school years and after, this 

was the club house bar for Tecumseh Golf Course and it was a 

very popular spot for us east siders. Many fun times and bud-

ding romances happened there. Today it has been remodeled 

and updated and it is a very nice restaurant. They did a wonder-

ful job providing us with delicious foods and excellent service. 

We had a cash bar (at our advanced age, several people com-

mented on how much less alcohol was consumed as compared 

to the old days)! Laughing out loud! We had about 130 people 

attend on Friday night and the room was buzzing with hugs, 

smiles, laughter and happy conversation. 

Nottingham Class of 1968's Fiftieth Reunion 

by John Brown 

http://www.nottingham1968.com
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On Saturday, September 22nd, we gathered at Traditions at 

the Links and once again we had a wonderful evening. We 

chose their best buffet offering with a cash bar and every-

thing was excellent. The food was delicious and the service 

was outstanding! The room was filled with joyful reminisc-

ing and ear to ear smiles. We had about 132 people that 

evening. One of our teachers, Ms. Crouch, attended as our 

guest and she had a wonderful time as she conversed with 

her former French students and others who remembered her!   

 

The highlight of the evening was when everyone stood as our 

classmate Kathryn Walker Lewis led us through the singing 

of our Nottingham alma mater! Some of us actually remem-

bered all of the words but the committee did provide a copy 

of the words for everyone. Kathryn is a professionally 

trained musician and in high school she was the pianist for 

our school gatherings. She had played and sung the alma ma-

ter many times and it was both wonderful and poignant to 

have her lead us through it! 

 

As we looked back over the fifty years since we had graduat-

ed from Nottingham, the most constant theme that we shared 

was what an excellent education we received at Nottingham 

and what a wonderful social experience we received growing 

up on the cosmopolitan east side of Syracuse. 

 

Everyone graciously thanked the Reunion Committee for 

their hard work in organizing the reunion. Most of the com-

mittee also organized the fortieth reunion. The committee 

consisted of (alphabetically by maiden name): Liz Belden 

Handler, John Brown, Cathy Chengarian Brummer, Nancy 

Costello Bianchine, Diana Cramer, Martha Gabriel Lange, 

Margo Goal, Gina Greene Cullins, Mark Lavine, Becky 

Maar DiMaggio, Kathie Sinopoli, Nancy Workman, and Phil 

Zeppetello. 

 

BULLDOGS FOREVER!  
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Nottingham Class of 1988's Thirtieth Reunion   

by Steve Bucci 

The class of 1988's 30th reunion was held August 3-5, 2018. 

Approximately 100 classmates and guests attended the events. On August 

3rd everyone met at Munjed’s Mediterranean Restaurant, a Nottingham 

alumni restaurant. Saturday August 4th there was a tour of Nottingham, 

with former guidance counselor Mr. Brockway joining us. The afternoon 

had an informal picnic at the shelter in Thornden Park. Finally, in the 

evening, everyone met at another Nottingham alumni restaurant, Papa 

Gallo, in Fayetteville. Señora Phipps showed up for the reunion that eve-

ning, too. There were various informal gatherings on the 5th.  

 

 Thanks to Amy Spitzer, Anna Roddy, Michellanne Bradley and Jason 

Ripper for coordinating events. 

ANNOUNCING 

NOTTINGHAM CLASS OF 1970 
50TH REUNION 

 
SAVE THE DATES: OCTOBER 9, 2020 and October 10, 2020 
 
Someone from the Reunion Committee will try to contact you, if we are 
able. If you do not hear from one of us, please send an email with your 
contact information. If you have contact information for any other class-
mates, please include that. We want EVERYONE to attend. 
 
NHSClassof1970.50thReunion@gmail.com 
 
IT’S A BIG ONE!!!!! 
 
Come and see your “old” friends. 
 
It will be a great time…friends, food and fun and all to MUSIC! 
You can’t beat that! 
 
Details to come, as the time gets closer!! 
       
 —Myrna Rubin Koldin 

mailto:NHSClassof1970.50thReunion@gmail.com
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Patrick (class of 1944) and Patricia McCarthy 
Share Their News  

(at age 92 and still going!!) 
 

by Margaret Lanzendorf Kramer (class of 1968) 

 
Celebrating their 70th wedding anniversary on April 3rd in Oneida 
NY with all their family was certainly a highlight of 2018. The year 
was marked by more big events! They both were featured as 
"Extraordinary People" on Carrie Lazarus' channel 9 TV show "The 
Conversation" on November 1, 2018. On November 3rd Patrick 
was inducted into the 21st Urban Sports Hall of Fame (Syracuse 
NY class of 2018.) He was recognized as a Nottingham High 
School class of 1944 athlete where he lettered in football and base-
ball. Patrick wore his 75 year old Nottingham block letter sweater 
(which still fit!) and received a standing ovation after his induction 
speech. This award came 21 years after his wife, Patricia, was in-
ducted into the first Urban Sports Hall of Fame in 1998 as a pioneer 
and dominating speed skater. Patricia was inducted into the Greater 
Syracuse Sports Hall of Fame in 2007 (at age 81) for her speed 
skating. Both are well-known competitors in NYS senior Empire 
Games in mixed doubles tennis and badminton. Patrick enjoys 
horseshoes and badminton and started competitive tennis in his 
50's, and he 's still competing. He plays competitive tennis twice a 
week. 
 
Patrick retired in 1999 at 73 years of age from his McCarthy    
Chevrolet and Buick dealership. The McCarthys believe in support-
ing the local businesses in their Oneida NY community where they 
have lived since 1966. Patrick's advice on longevity: "Just enjoy 
every day and don't fall down." 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
This Syracuse Newspaper photo is from 1988. Paul Harvey, left, is a mem-

ber of the Nottingham Connection Editorial Board. Mike Alpern, center, is a 

1955 Nottingham High School alum and brother of Iris Maxon, who is also 

on the N.C. Editorial Board. They appeared, together with Marianne Hirsch-

feld, in the play "Rhinoceros" by Ionesco. It was a production of the Con-

temporary Theater of Syracuse at the Onondaga County Civic Center. 

Did You Know? 
 

The Syracuse City School District includes students with 
more than 70 languages from 60 countries. SCSD  
Bilingual Education offers English as a New Language  
programs in 26 schools. World Language classes are  
offered in 18 schools and include Arabic, French,  
Spanish, and American Sign Language. The district  
offers two bilingual education programs housed at  
Seymour Dual Language Academy and 
Delaware Primary School. 
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Nottingham Connection Alumni Request 

We, the “Nottingham Connection”, the alumni groups representing 

all alumni who have ever attended Nottingham, their teachers and 

administrators, and their friends and families, are reaching out to all 

of these to once again embrace the magic that is Nottingham. 

Statement of Purpose: The “Nottingham Connection” has repre-

sented the alumni in their efforts to stay connected and to help aid 

and assist their old school for 25 years. We have gathered the news, 

issued a yearly newsletter and assisted our individuals and classes 

in their efforts to support the school both financially and with ser-

vice. We have also helped with the cherished tradition of the Wall 

of Fame. 

The Need: With time comes change and Nottingham has seen its 

share. A school that has always celebrated diversity and multicul-

turalism now has immigrant and refugee students from all over the 

world attending along with a large number of special education-

identified, and impoverished students. 

The Promise: Nottingham also offers great promise to our commu-

nity, our country and the world. Along with our poorer and more 

needy population we have many children from affluent business 

and university homes. Nottingham continues its unique place, as 

well, being noted by our local universities and agencies as the one 

school most open to LGBT students. Academically it is recognized 

as a top school for college preparation with its graduates still at-

tending our top universities. Within the past 10 years the school 

was recognized as being among the top 500 secondary schools in 

the country by Newsweek magazine. “The Connection” is a prom-

ise in itself, being one of a very few public schools that has an ac-

tive alumni group representing and communicating with all alumni. 

NOW? 

We grow older: Almost everyone on the Board is in their seven-

ties; most of our donors are in their later years. 

Communication  has changed: The postal service, once the main 

way to communicate with each other, has become “snail mail.” 

Many of us, especially our younger members, stick with email, 

texts, Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
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We need change: We are sure that the interest in, and desire to help, 

the school are still there. In 2011 representatives of the graduating 

class wrote a letter to the local media stating their pride in the school 

and community and the desire that it continue  as a beacon to 

schools, especially urban schools, everywhere. 

 

We are asking for your help no matter your age (new grad 

and  older) 

Please fill out the following and send it via email to                        

nottalum@hotmail.com;  

via the USPS to Nottingham Connection, c/o Nottingham High 

School, 3100 E. Genesee St, Syracuse NY 13224; or drop it at Not-

tingham High School, attn: Nottingham Connection.  

 

-What would you like to see as the focus of the                

“Nottingham Connection” over the next twenty years? 

-What is the best way to communicate with you? 

-In what year did you graduate from Nottingham? 

-To your knowledge, does your class have an active alumni group? 

-Would you be willing to spend a few hours with other alumni to 

discuss how to maintain and enrich our efforts? 

 - If so, what day, date and time of day would be the best 

time for you to do so? 

 -Please fill out the following : 

Name___________________________________Class________ 

Contact info____________________________________________ 

Do you currently receive the “Nottingham Connection” annual 

newsletter?  Yes______ No______ 

 

If not, and are interested, include your snail mailing address. 

 

__________________________________________________and 

 

Email address___________________________________________ 

mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
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1/2  Ahmeed Turner, age 40, is a native Syracusan and a Nottingham 
graduate. He was hired as a site coordinator at Bellevue Elementary School 
in 2009 and worked his way up to scholarship director before being tapped in 
September 2017 to fill the executive director's job. Say Yes to Education was 
founded in 1987 by businessman and philanthropist George Weiss. After 
starting chapters in several cities, Weiss adopted Syracuse as the first city-
wide Say Yes chapter. Since 2009 the program has helped more than 3,800 
city school graduates go to college. According to Gene Chasin, president and 
COO of the program, Turner has "an encyclopedic understanding of college 
access." Turner says being black and a product of the city school district 
where about half the students are also black gives him a "perspective that 
more closely relates to students and families." 
 
1/8  Senior Savon Baldwin, Nottingham's Scholar Athlete of the Week, has a 
cumulative GPA of 97. This year he has found a high level of success in 
SUPA Sociology and he will be in SUPA Psychology for the spring semester. 
Savon is a varsity swimmer, competes on varsity Track and Field and is a 
member of the National Honor Society. He is also a LeMoyne Upward 
Bound member, has been a class rep for his junior class, and is currently a 
class board member. Although he has not decided which college he will 
attend, he has his eye on LeMoyne. All the teachers know Savon as an 
outstanding hard worker who never gives up on his dreams and is a true 
leader for and around his peers. 
 
1/8  Colonial Athletic Association Men's Basketball Weekly Report: Notting-
ham graduate Nate Knight is named Player of the Week. He is in the top 50 
in DI in scoring and plays for William & Mary. Knight, a sophomore, 
is averaging 22.8 ppg and 11.8 rpg in CAA play as the Tribe has matched 
their best conference start (4-0) in school history. 
 
1/8  Diana Suskind, Nottingham alum and Wall of Fame inductee, has pub-
lished her book Stonework Play: A Guide to Inspire Creativity and Storytell-
ing Through Nature. The book is based on a program she created in Nepal as 
a means to foster creativity in children who were used to just rote memoriza-
tion. 
 
1/11  At the monthly Board of Education meeting this week Superintendent 
Alicea and the Board recognized a number of students and staff for their 
achievements. Congratulations to Nottingham students who earned honors in 
All-County music. 

Nottingham in the News  

2018 
Culled from the pages of the Syracuse Post Standard 

Newspaper  
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1/12  Nottingham Students Selected for the Syracuse Youth Advisory 
Council: Cindy Nguyen, Denir Foster, Chyna Butler, Ebony Herring, 
Jacquez Lucas, Abdul Kadir Jeylani and Amara Clemente 
Johnson. These students were chosen from a select pool of applicants from 
the Syracuse City School District, including private schools. SYAC youth 
engage in community and policy issues of citywide importance and express 
their voices to policy leaders within city government.  
 
1/12  The Boys' Swimming and Diving Team invited the Nottingham com-
munity to its annual Flapjack Fundraiser at Applebee's on Erie Blvd in 
Dewitt on Sunday, January 14, from 8-10 am at a cost of $7 per person.   
 
1/14  Junior and senior high school students from the 13-county CNY re-
gion submitted 5,560 pieces of art for the annual Central New York Scho-
lastic Art Awards competition. Following three days of judging by profes-
sional artists, educators and photographers, 1,885 artworks were chosen for 
awards in 19 categories. A ceremony to recognize the winners’ work and to 
unveil the exhibit of winning pieces of art took place on January 11, 2018 
at Onondaga Community College. The highest rated works will go on to the 
national competition and results will be announced in the spring of 
2018. The following were Nottingham High School winners:  
Portfolio Silver Key: Lily Gaffney 
Portfolio Honorable Mention: Lily Gaffney 
Gold Key: Lily Gaffney, Digital Art (1), Drawing & Illustration (2), Mixed 
Media (2) and Painting (1); Edie Sivalia, Drawing & Illustration 
Silver Key: Lily Gaffney, Design (1) and Painting (1); Greg Hartman-
Souder, Drawing & Illustration (1) and Painting (1) 
Honorable Mention:  Natalie Feikes, Lily Gaffney (4) 
 
1/16  Scholar Athlete of the Week, Abrahim Kenneh, is a junior and has a 
93 GPA. He's a valuable member of the football and baseball teams as well 
as co-captain of the varsity wrestling team. Kenneh challenges himself by 
taking several college level classes, such as SUPA Physics, AP English and 
SUPA U.S. History. He is planning to study business finance in college.   
 
1/28  Dr. Sharon Brangman, a Nottingham alum, is the head of geriatric 
medicine at Upstate Medical University. She and her daughter, Dr. Jenna 
Lester, discussed how race and gender have affected their careers in an epi-
sode of "StoryCorps" this month on National Public Radio. The interview is 
available on NPR's website. 
 
2/5  Nottingham ENL Advisory Club Gives Students a Voice: Each month, 
English as a New Language students in the ENL Advisory Club get togeth-
er with teacher Lauren Cirulli and principal David Maynard to voice 
concerns and ask questions. This is a way for these students to make sure 
their cultures are being represented in the school. As Ms. Cirulli explains, 
"They're kind of our eyes and ears among the students. They let us know if 
their classmates are voicing any concerns or if they see any issues.” 
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2/7  Nottingham teachers and founders of the Nottingham Cooking 
Club, Justin Petranchuk and Jimmy Smith, will be presenting at the Salt 
City DISHES event. Salt City DISHES, which stands for "Dine In. Support 
Happenings. Enliven Syracuse!", has funded 13 community projects to 
date and all of the dinners have sold out. On February 18th five groups 
present their ideas and compete for a $2,000 mini-grant and a $500 second 
prize, collected from the event ticket sales and awarded to the audience 
favorite. This is a wonderful opportunity for our innovative Nottingham 
Cooking Club. The club's community project for this year is an initiative to 
expand the club's current offerings to students and the community, 
extending daily programming over two years and facilitating two 
community dinners. 
 
2/8  The Syracuse City School District's graduation rate dropped slightly to 
60.5% in 2017, down from 61% the year before. Syracuse is the only one 
of the state's five biggest school districts that saw a decrease last 
year.  However, the overall graduation rate state-wide increased to 80.2% 
in 2017, up from 79.7% in 2016. The Syracuse district's graduation rate 
exceeded 60% in 2016 for the first time in 10 years.  Nottingham's 2017 
graduation rate was 64%, down from 66% in 2016. 
 
2/20  Nottingham Boys Varsity Basketball Team Advances to Semi-
Finals: Our team beat #2 ranked Rome Free Academy in a gripping 85-81 
victory. Our boys now head to the semi-finals against #3 Central Square on 
Sunday (2/25) in the SRC Arena at Onondaga Community College. 
 
2/26  Nottingham sophomore Tim Vanable was chosen to participate in 
the Senior All County Jazz Ensemble. All County participants go through a 
rigorous audition process with few being selected, so we salute his hard 
work. 
 
3/2  NHL alum Adam Luban ('13), an accomplished athlete and scholar 
(he was Nottingham's valedictorian) is one of Middlebury College's top 
athletes. Adam is a senior, majoring in anthropology, and is co-captain of 
the nordic (cross country) ski team. Middlebury competes in the NCAA 
Division 1 Eastern Intercollegiate Ski Association (EISA). Adam finished 
the season ranked 8th overall and was named to the Second Team All-East. 
He has also been named as one of 13 male skiers who will represent the 
East at the NCAA championships next week in Steamboat Springs, Colo-
rado. 
 
3/3  The Nottingham Mock Trial Team defeated Cortland, winning the first 
round of the competition. Our lawyers were Natalie Feikes, Najib Daoud 
and Curran Shannon. Our witnesses were Joshua Lacey-Baldwin, Noah 
Houck and Daniel Batkin. Our legal advisors are Peggy Conan, Ed 
Luban and Nolana McKinstry (a Nottingham alumna). Our Mock Trial 
Advisor is Don Little. 
 
3/9  Bulldog gear is available and can easily be ordered on-line: 
www.holyshirt.com/collections/nottingham-spring18 

Nottingham in the News cont’d 
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3/9  Nottingham High School presents "Once on this Island" as its spring 
2018 musical, March 9-11. The show is a creative adaptation of the classic 
tale of "The Little Mermaid”, telling a story of a fearless peasant girl in 
search of her place in the world and willing to risk what she has for 
love. Along the way, she confronts the imbalance of power between clas-
ses and faces a clash between cultural traditions. This musical celebrates 
love, inclusion, resilience and the spirit of hope.   Cast: Jade McKenney, 
Lucy Lombard, Marko Suchy, Gaby Maloba, Nataie Feikes, Jermaine 
Trotter, Nia Bellemy, Clara Neville, Max Milstein, Mia Matthews, 
Greg Hartman-Souder, Mohamed Hassan.  Storytellers: Nana Adu-
Gyamfi, David Arcaro, Dina Arnold, Emma Baker, Norah Brown, 
Marissa Carello, Paige Esposito, Evelyn Fay, Lili Gharakhanzadeh, 
Greg Hartman-Souder, Mohamed Hassan, Destiny Jackson-Parker, 
Pauline Mann, Mia Matthews, Azariah Mortis, Camelia Nash, Malik 
Robinson, Matteo Salamone, Molly Scott, Lucy Skidmore, Marko 
Suchy, Peyton Steele, Ilaria Terrinoni. Director: Shannon Tompkins. 
Music Director: Alicia Bronzetti. Choreographer: Debbie Holden. House 
Manager: Donald Little. Set Designer/Master Builder: Jim McGinty. 
 
3/11 The Nottingham Mock Trial Team performed well in Week 2 but was not 
successful against Fayetteville Manlius. Our lawyers: Cindy Nguyen, Sandy 
Yang and Marko Suchy. Our witnesses: Julia Fay, Aliya Clark and Ethan 
Baker. This week we will be back as the defense, against Jamesville-Dewitt. 

 
3/14  Nottingham High School students say “Never Again”, during gun 
violence protest (sources:  www.syracuseschools.com and The Post-
Standard): More than 100 students assembled in the gym this morning to 
protest gun violence and to remember the 17 who were killed in the Park-
land High School shooting in Florida on February 14th. Some students 
held up signs, while other locked arms. Some of the signs were for ban-
ning all guns and there was one sign which listed the 17 victims' names 
and ages. There were also outlines of the 17 dead bodies on the gym floor 
surrounded by yellow crime scene tape. Saoirse Murphy-Collins, age 16, 
said the Florida school reminded her of her school, William Nottingham 
High School. She stated "We need to step up before it happens anywhere 
else.” 
 
3/19  Tyquan Rolon, a Nottingham alum, was ready to transfer out of 
LeMoyne by the start of last season, willing to move on to his third school and 
a fresh start despite being the hometown kid playing for his hometown 
school. He had been declared academically ineligible for the fall semester 
after being forced to sit out the previous spring, relegated to watching his 
LeMoyne basketball teammates tailspin into a 5-12 record without him by the 
end of the 2015-16 season. The prospect of sitting out another year led him to 
think maybe LeMoyne wasn't the best fit for him anymore. That's until a 
prescient meeting with coach Patrick Beilein helped ease his mind and led 
him to become a catalyst on the greatest LeMoyne team ever. "He told me that 
he'll keep my scholarship if I promise to get my grades up and be able to come 
back the following year," Rolon said. The agreement meant devising an 
academic strategy with assistant coach Jimmy Langhurst to lift Rolon's grade-
point average above the minimum 2.0. In return, Rolon would attack his 
schoolwork with the same intensity he can attack a defense on the court, 
where he has become the Dolphins' foremost facilitator. 
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February & March 2018 Syracuse City School District "GOOD NEWS”: 
 
  Teachers Rebekah Farrell and Lauren Cirulli have been featured in the 
book "Co-Teaching for English Learners: A Guide to Collaborative Planning, 
Instruction, Assessment, and Reflection" by Maria Dove and Andrea 
Honigsfeld. In the book, they detail their co-teaching journey and discuss the 
importance of building relationships within the ENL community, as well as 
the impact their efforts have had so far. 
 
  Nottingham freshmen recently welcomed local faith leaders to speak at a 
panel discussion as part of an ongoing unit on religions. A Baptist minister, 
Jewish storyteller, someone of the Baha'i Faith, a Tibetan Buddhist and a Sun-
ni Muslim leader all spoke with students about their religion and the impact of 
other religions here in Syracuse. The students will use this discussion as a 
springboard for a Humanities project in which they will be writing an argu-
mentative essay, including points and counterpoints to support their views. 
 
3/21  Nottingham High School is hosting 9th grade student-led conferences on 
March 22nd.  The Nottingham parents are invited to see what their children 
have been up to this year. 
 
3/25  Former Nottingham and SU basketball star Felisha Legette-Jack has 
coached Buffalo to the regional semifinals of the NCAA tournament.  
 
3/28  Nottingham Key Club members and their friends participated in Syra-
cuse University's Relay for Life on Saturday, March 24. They received the 
"Up All Night Award." Relay for Life is a fundraiser for the American Cancer 
Society, and Nottingham has raised $863 of its $1,000 goal so far. 
 
4/1  Nottingham High School last week held its 22nd annual Multicultural 
Festival to celebrate cultural diversity at the school. The festival included mu-
sic, dance and culinary treats from Nigeria, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Congo, Soma-
lia, Kenya, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Tanzania, Karen, Afghanistan, Ethio-
pia, Guatemala, East Asia, Palestine, Vietnam, Iraq, West Indies and 
more.  Students speak more than 35 languages from around the world. 
 
4/3  The SCSD Boys swim team reached Scholar Team status. 75 percent of 
the team has a cumulative Grade Point Average over 90. Their overall Grade 
Point Average was 90.8. Athletes on the swim team are Thomas Carson, 
Noah Endreny, Lucian DeNevers, Trevonne Davis, Alex Dengel, Jack 
Kaftan, Malik Robinson, Justice Rayburn, Gabe Sickler, Joshua Abbott, 
Erick Auwaerter, Gavin Cook, Tyler Greco, Ryan Sampon, Zachariah 
Santorelli-Hansen, Stavros Vigliotti, Damian Edwards, Gage Libertore, 
Wolfgang Abt, John Gilbert, Daniel Mauro and Miekhi Scott. 
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4/12  Schools can apply for grants for officers, mental health services: A $1.3 
trillion spending plan passed by Congress and signed by President Donald 
Trump includes $2.3 billion for school safety and mental health training. U.S. 
Rep. John Katko, R-Camillus, said at a news conference Monday at the On-
ondaga County Sheriff's Office in Syracuse: "The horrific shooting that oc-
curred in Parkland left our nation raw with shock, sadness and anger." Katko 
said he met with students from West Genesee, Jamesville-
Dewitt, Nottingham and Christian Brothers Academy who have made it clear 
"they simply want to feel safe and secure when they go to school." He was 
joined at the news conference by Syracuse City School Superintendent Jaime 
Alicea, among others. Katko indicated districts can begin applying for these 
federal COPS grants right away. 
 
4/12  2007 NHS Wall of Fame honoree Thom Filicia ('88) is returning to Bra-
vo for a new TV show this year. He's teaming up with Carson Kressly for a 
home design series. The reality show has the working title "Thom and Carson 
Project". 
  
4/14 Tim Vanable represented Nottingham at the highest possible level with 
the song "Always and Forever" by the All County Jazz Band, which featured 
Vanable on jazz guitar. "Let's congratulate Tim for his tremendous and tire-
less work auditioning,  preparing, and then performing with the group!" - 
band teacher Eric Petit-McClure 
 
4/15  Nottingham senior Ja'kair Sanchez has been named to the 2018 All-
CNY Boys Basketball Team. Senior Chyna Butler has been named to the 
All-CNY Girls Basketball Team. Freshman Amaya Williams received an 
Honorable Mention. 
 
4/18  Nottingham alum Tony Trischka (’66), 
playing his banjo, backed up Miley Cyrus at this 
week’s Elton John tribute on TV.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4/21  Nottingham Band Earns Gold at NYSSMA; students who participated: 
Aaya Almsharif, Amirah Downing, Collyn Edwards, Emmaya Reed, Ma-
lik James Robinson, Sam Zuckerbraun, Cindy Adu-Gyamfi, Ethan 
Baker, Marissa Carello, Randall Czajak, Ofosua Darko, Matthew V. 
Houck, Jack Kaftan, Eve O. Llanos, Jayson Reese, Curran Shannon, 
Amarion Speights, Peyton Steele, Marko Suchy, Treyvon Davis, Molly 
Scott, Derick Tucker. 
"I wanted to share the amazing news that our Nottingham Band received the score of 
"Gold" at our NYSSMA Majors Contest and Evaluation yesterday!  I'm so very proud 
of our students' work preparing with me and their ability to represent Nottingham and 
our entire district with poise, confidence, skill, and expressiveness! Please congratula-
te our amazing young musicians." -band teacher Eric Petit-McClure 
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5/1  Nottingham Scholar Athlete of the Week, sophomore Elizabeth Car-
son, has a GPA of 92 and takes all high-level classes such as AP World 
History and Honors English. She wants to stay on this track throughout high 
school. Liz has been swimming for the varsity team since 8th grade and is 
in her second season of varsity lacrosse. She is also a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and Key Club. Her plans are to attend college and 
study psychology or something science related.   
 
5/4  Nottingham Senior Wins Full  Ride After Long Recovery from ACL tear 
to earn basketball scholarship: At an AAU tournament in New Jersey in 
July 2016, the point guard, Chyna Butler, did a "hop step" move, and that 
was the end of basketball for a while. She had surgery on her torn left ACL, 
followed by a long, tough rehabilitation that cost Butler almost all of her 
junior season at Nottingham High School. However, several weeks ago, 
after a successful senior season in which she earned All-Central New York 
honors, Butler signed a letter of intent for a full scholarship to Division II 
Bowie State University in Maryland. The senior point guard said the pain 
and difficult rehabilitation was worth it to keep her basketball dreams 
afloat. "It was really hard, and also an emotional process, but it motivated 
me," said Butler. 
 
5/5  Nottingham Parent Awarded Volunteer of the Year: Samantha 
Pierce was recognized by New York State Assembly member Pamela J. 
Hunter. Samantha is a certified Nurtured Heart Approach trainer and has 
worked with formerly homeless youth with mental health diagnoses. She 
founded NeuroDiversity Consulting LLC to serve families and individuals 
living with developmental disabilities. She also serves on the boards of the 
Syracuse chapter of Parents for Public Schools and Westcott Area Cultural 
Coalition. She has completed certifications and independent coursework in 
youth mental health first aid, medical neuroscience, autism spectrum disor-
der, social impact strategy, entrepreneurship and nonprofit leadership. She 
is a wife and mother of five children. 
 
April & May 2018 Syracuse City School District "GOOD NEWS”: 
  Students from Henninger, Nottingham and Corcoran High School will 
have their artwork on display at the Everson Museum's Spring Exhibition, 
beginning on May 17th. A work by Nottingham's Lily Gaffney is among 
those chosen. There were more than 500 submissions this year and just 32 
students''s works were selected. 
 
  SCSD Students Attend National Society of Black Engineers Convention in 
Pittsburgh; here are Nottingham's winners: 
The Vex Robotics team: Breonna Bell, Jahzlon Bruner and Zaire Robin-
son, along with a few students from other high schools, won the Judge's 
Award. 
Kidwind team: Tydre Bell and Aidaruus Shirwa won third place. 
Abstract and Overall: Malik Robinson won first place. 
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   Nottingham Alumna Awarded Fulbright Teaching Assistantship: 
Deasia Hawkins, currently a student at Hamilton College, has been awarded a 
Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship. The award will allow her to travel to 
Germany where she will help teach English. 
 
  SCSD Swimmers Receive Academic Honors: 
Some members of the SCSD boys and girls swim teams were recognized indi-
vidually as Academic All-Americans in Swimming, including Notting-
ham's Lily Gaffney. 
 
  Nottingham Students Learn About Fashion at Cazenovia College: 
Thanks to a Schramm Grant requested by art teachers Christina Ferlenda 
and Lori DiFlorio, students had the opportunity to travel to Cazenovia College 
to tour the campus and art facilities and learn about printing fabric in an inkjet 
printer.  Upon returning to school, they created scarves using the techniques 
they learned.  Their pieces were displayed at a Cazenovia Student Fashion Show 
at the Landmark Theater. 
 
  Student Spotlight: Senior Shakim Muhafiz ('18) 
His extracurricular activities include football, National Honor Society, Advoca-
cy Group, FACES, Peer Meditation, Writing for Our Lives, Community-Wide 
Dialogue and DECA. His favorite things about Nottingham are the teachers' 
interaction with students and the diversity. He hopes to study sports journalism 
in college. His advice for other students: "Stay focused. In high school it's easy 
to fade away into a crowd. Just be yourself -- don't try to be like anyone else -- 
and stay focused." 
 
   Alumni Spotlight: Reina Apraez ('07) 
She graduated from Hobart and William Smith College and is the Produce Man-
ager at Syracuse Real Food Cooperative. Reina says she is "dedicated to the 
mission and ambitions of developing our community-owned store into a strong-
er, sustainable, adaptable business." She is proud to be a Nottingham graduate 
because she says "the SCSD schools create strong and proud, yet humble peo-
ple. We aren't sheltered from differences in culture and custom. When the going 
gets tough, we have perspective and we are prepared." Her advice to students is 
"Follow the paths where you find value and are valued in return. Really love and 
value yourself for the successes you do end up making. You deserve to.” 
 
5/15  Nottingham Scholar Athlete of the Week, Brynn Murphy-Stanley, is a 
junior and has a GPA of 97. She is captain of the varsity swim team and has 
been swimming and rowing at Nottingham for the past three years. She takes 
three SUPA classes and one AP class. Additionally, she is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, the prom planning committee and the US Rowing Associ-
ation. Brynn volunteers at the food pantry of her church and attends local social 
justice events. She plans to attend either the University of Rochester or the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania majoring in African-American studies. 
 
5/15  Nottingham's Sports Banquet is scheduled for June 7th; this is awards 
night for athletics. 
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5/17  Congratulations to Nottingham's talented musicians and singers at the school's 
concert which took place at Nottingham on May 16th. Both teachers and students 
did a great job. Also a big thanks to volunteers who helped set up the dinner, espe-
cially Nick Lozoponi for being grill master! 
 
5/21 The following Nottingham students participated in the NYSSMA Solo & En-
semble Festival on May 19th: 
Lucy Skidmore (9th grade) received a perfect score of 28/28 on her Level 4 cello 
solo. 
Marissa Carello (9th grade) received an outstanding score of 24/28 on her Level 
4 trombone solo. 
 
5/22  Tim Vanable performed a Level 6 jazz guitar solo at the NYSSMA All-State 
Jazz Solo & Ensemble Festival on May 5th in Ithaca, NY. Tim scored an 
INCREDIBLE perfect score of 100/100, which put him in contention to qualify for 
the All-State Jazz Band (top jazz performers in the State). Tim is awaiting the 
decision of a selection committee to determine if his performance was better than 
other guitarists who also scored a 100 in the event.   
 
5/27  Our latest alumna who is doing great things is Nina Daoud ('07) who re-
ceived her doctorate in higher education last weekend from the University of Mary-
land. Nina is currently a researcher for Congress, and was fortunate to have her 
family in attendance, including current Nottingham student, Najib Daoud. It's so 
nice to see our graduates thrive after graduation, and we like to believe that their 
education at our wonderfully diverse school has contributed to their success. 
 
6/3  NHS Class of 2018 Valedictorian: Myles Cherebin 
Next year Myles will be attending Cornell University and studying Electrical and 
Computer Engineering as he wants to become a computer engineer and work on the 
technology of the future. He would like to design computer-based systems. At Not-
tingham he has enjoyed attending National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) 
conventions. Myles has been inspired by his sister Bria: "seeing her hard work in 
college makes me want to work harder." He believes that finding what motivates 
you and using it to achieve success is a good motto. To relax and unwind he enjoys 
reading and playing video games. He wants to be remembered for his sense of hu-
mor and is thankful for his blessings and wants to thank everyone who has helped 
him get to where he is today. 
 
NHS Class of 2018 Salutatorian: Joshua Lacey-Baldwin 
Joshua plans on attending Boston University, majoring in biochemistry with a pre-
med track. After attending and graduating medical school, he hopes to be 
a  dermatologist and work either in a hospital or in private practice. At Nottingham 
he enjoyed the freedom that he was given by teachers to pursue activities that ca-
tered to his interests, as well as the network he built with fellow  students, teachers, 
and other faculty in the school. Also, his friends have inspired him as he got to ex-
perience the best four years of his life so far with them. To relax and unwind he 
likes to listen to records as well as read and write. His wish is to make someone 
happy, no matter at what point in his life. Joshua wants to send a shout out to the 
Mock Trial team, "Shazam!" 
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6/6  Nottingham/Franklin Elmwood Park Photos Featured on SCSD Face-
book page: Nottingham High School students who are part of the school’s 
Natural Resources pathway recently visited Elmwood Park, where they 
helped Nature in the City educators from Baltimore Woods Nature Center 
lead Franklin Elementary third graders in hands-on science lessons and ex-
ploration in nature. Photos by Chuck Wainwright. 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SyracuseCitySchools/photos/?
tab=album&album_id=1938840492827354 
 
6/7  Nottingham's Miss C.N.Y. Scholarship contestants are: Deraretu 
Abubeker, Diamari Copeland and Tashera Cage. Mia Adams-McSherry, 
founder of the pageant, says "The spirit of the Miss C.N.Y. Scholarship 
Pageant encourages students to think, speak, act, and interact with others 
with humility, compassion, and service. Over 10 years, the Miss C.N.Y. 
Scholarship Pageant has given over $19,000 to participants from across 
Onondaga County. Our young ladies have used the money to attend colleges 
across America." 
 
6/14  Nottingham Graduation 2018 takes place on June 24th at the SRC Are-
na at Onondaga  Community College. The Nottingham seniors celebrated 
their senior ball on June 8th at Drumlins Country Club in Syracuse.  
 
6/15  Nottingham Alumnus Featured: After Karim Abdelrazek ('13) earned 
two Associate's Degrees and a SUNY Chancellor's Award from Onondaga 
Community College, he received a full scholarship to attend Cornell 
University. He recently graduated from Cornell, Summa Cum Laude, with a 
Bachelor's Degree in Civil Engineering and will soon start working at a firm 
in New Jersey as a structural engineer. 
 
6/17  The Post-Standard, HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS-THE BEST OF THE 
BEST; All-CNY high school sports awards honor athletes, coaches: The 
Comeback Award goes to  Chyna Butler (Nottingham).  Most of Chyna's 
junior season of  2016-17 was spent watching the Bulldogs from the sideline 
as she rehabilitated a surgically repaired ACL in her left knee (see news 
entry on 5/4). As a point guard whose calling card is her quickness with the 
basketball, she worked through a painful process and got her knee back into 
playing shape. Due to her hard work and mental strength, Butler is the first 
winner of the All-CNY high school sports Comeback Award. 
 
6/24  The Post-Standard, ANNIVERSARIES: Katzmans Celebrating 70th 
Anniversary!  Dr. Lawrence Katzman and Dr. Elaine (Menter) Katzman 
were married on June 20, 1948 in Syracuse, NY.  Lawrence was a former 
health and physical education teacher at several schools and has also taught 
health at Nottingham.  The Katzmans have resided in Scottsdale, AZ for the 
past 35 years.  Two of their three children live in Arizona while a daughter 
still resides in Syracuse.  The couple has 8 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren with another one on the way. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/SyracuseCitySchools/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1938840492827354
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SyracuseCitySchools/photos/?tab=album&album_id=1938840492827354
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7/5  2009 NHS Wall of Fame honoree Dr. Sharon Brangman ('73) has been 
named chair of the Geriatrics Department at Upstate Medical University 
 
June & July 2018 Syracuse City School District "GOOD NEWS": 
 
  Joseph Plvan-Franke ('13), a 2017 graduate of the University of Roches-
ter, has been awarded a Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship. He will be 
traveling to Laos, where he will each English during the 2018-19 school 
year. 
 
  Students from the cast of "Once on this Island" were nominated for the 
2018 Syracuse High School Theatre Awards. Nia Bellamy was nominated 
for Outstanding Performance by an Actress in a Supporting Role and Greg 
Hartman-Souder was nominated for Rising Star Male. The entire cast was 
nominated for the Special Achievement Award for including charitable 
efforts that benefited Hope for Haiti. 
 
August & September Syracuse City School District  "GOOD NEWS": 
 
     Alumni Spotlight: Michael J. Monds ('93)  
College and Majors: SUNY Buffalo, SUNY Cortland; Economics 
Career Path: Currently serves as the Chief of Fire for the Syracuse Fire De-
partment 
Coolest thing about his job: Being able to provide support to the firefighters 
who protect our community. 
Most valuable thing he learned in school: Time management. Do not pro-
crastinate!Proud to be a SCSD graduate because: He met many people who 
overcame some difficult odds to be successful.One piece of advice he'd give 
to SCSD students: Never give up on your dreams and always look for new 
opportunities. 
 
     SCSD Students Enjoy VEX Robotics Summer Camp: Students from Cor-
coran, Henninger, ITC, Nottingham, PSLA at Fowler, Frazer, Huntington, 
Ed Smith, HW Smith and Lincoln enjoyed the annual SCSD Vex Robotics 
Summer Camp, held at Nottingham. The camp allowed them to practice 
building and operating robots for the upcoming school year's VEX competi-
tion, "Turning Point." Students created robots that allowed them to flip disks, 
rotate flags and shoot balls to help them earn points. First-time VEX partici-
pant, Aidan Harrington, ('19) a Nottingham senior, explained:  "It's really 
cool and a lot of fun. It's been a lot of troubleshooting...we've had many 
lessons in problem solving!" 
 
9/11  Scholar Athlete of the Week, senior Daniel Bagalwa, has participated 
in Track and Field and Cross Country for three years. Daniel is a hard work-
er and strives every day to reach his goals. He received the MVP award for 
indoor track last season and also enjoys supporting his teammates and help-
ing them reach their goals. In the future, Daniel hopes to become a Physi-
cian's Assistant. 
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9/18  Scholar Athlete of the Week, senior Emmy Naw, is a first generation 
refugee from Burma and will be a first generation college student. Academi-
cally she has a 4.0 GPA and hopes to maintain that GPA throughout col-
lege. Naw is currently cheer captain, class treasurer, and is involved in many 
clubs and programs at the school. Additionally, she is a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society, works on the yearbook, takes pictures for fun and 
teaches Sunday school. Emmy has received a Clarkson scholarship. 
 
9/24  Scholar Athlete of the Week, sophomore Molly Scott ('20), is a team 
captain of the Nottingham girls cross country team, runs on the outdoor track 
team, performs in the school musical, and participates in the "Seeds of 
Peace" club. She maintains a 97.7 GPA and is particularly fond of math and 
music. Molly is passionate about running, singing, drawing and playing the 
piano. In the spring of 2019 she will be competing in NYSSMA-Level 6, 
Piano. Her plans are to attend college and to have a career in psychology or 
sociology. 
 
9/27  Nottingham alumnus and 'Wall of Famer', Diana Suskind, will host a 
Stonework Play Workshop at the Dewitt Barnes and Noble on 9/29 at 2:00 
pm. Also, November 3rd is International Stonework Play Day. There is a 
handbook with activities and also You Tube videos available for anyone who 
wishes to participate. 
 
10/11  "Long time Nottingham boys soccer coach Andy Hazeltine decides to 
hop off the bus":  Hazeltine, who is stepping down after 33 years on the side-
lines for the Bulldogs, said he treasures the school bus rides to and from the 
away matches, no matter how long or short. He has covered a lot of miles on 
bus rides with his team; the '81 Nottingham graduate began coaching with 
the Bulldogs his first year out of Messiah College.  
     His teams have, for the most part, always been competitive in Section III's 
rugged Class AA soccer leagues, where perennial powerhouse programs such 
a Fayetteville-Manlius, Cicero-North Syracuse, etc. were always lurking on 
the schedule and matches against city teams Henninger and Corcoran were 
usually just as difficult. 
     Hazeltine, who is already retired from teaching in the city schools, said it 
would be hard to walk off of Nottingham's turf field for the last time. He 
stated that he wants to spend more time with his three children; one of whom 
is in remission from cancer. 
 
10/11  Small Player, Big Impact: When it comes to Nottingham High School 
defensive standout  Kias Boatwright, it's all about love and not about 
size. Boatwright, standing at a mere 5 foot 4 inches and weighing only 140 
lbs., is leading the way for Nottingham's football. Typically the smallest 
player on the field, he doesn't let his lack of size get in the way. Boatwright 
has emerged as the school's defensive leader, recording 65 tackles and a stag-
gering 12 sacks in just five games so far this season.  Kias' on-field accom-
plishments and leadership have helped Nottingham have a successful football 
campaign. 
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10/14  Noah Endreny ('18) was named a National Merit Scholar 
semifinalist. Only the top 1.25% of scores on the 2017 PSAT 
achieved this distinction. Noah is currently a freshman at Cornell 
University. 
 
10/14  2007 NHS Wall of Fame honoree Felisha Legette-Jack ('84), 
head women's basketball coach at the University of Buffalo, guided 
her Bulls last season to a program-best 29-5 record, an at-large invi-
tation to the NCAA Tournament, and a stunning sweep into the 
Sweet 16.  
 
10/19  Nottingham students in the Natural Resources pathway en-
joyed a trip to Chittenango Falls State Park recently where they took 
water samples, and another trip to Willow Bay in Onondaga Park, 
where they went fishing. Thank you to Natural Resources teacher 
Jaime Rodriguez for hands-on learning! 
 
10/20  The Fall Music Concert at Nottingham took place on October 
16, 2018 at 6:30 pm in the auditorium and featured the Nottingham 
Concert Choir and Vocal Jazz Ensemble, and the Nottingham Con-
cert Band. There was a Performing Arts Club fundraiser at Chipotle 
on Erie Blvd. that evening as well from 4-8 pm. 
 
10/20  The following students were selected and presented a concert 
this afternoon for the SCSD Sr. and Jr. High All-City Jazz Festival: 
Marissa Carello, Malik Robinson, Curran Shannon, Amarion 
Speights, Peyton Steele, Marko Suchy and Tim Vanable. The 
Senior High group performed "Duke City Stomp", "Chili Pepper 
101", "Galena Sunset", "Sack of Woe", "My Romance" and "25 or 6 
to 4".  
 
10/21  Tyquan Rolon, a former star at Nottingham High School and 
LeMoyne College, was selected in the third round of the NBA G-
League Draft on October 20, 2018. He was taken with the fifth pick 
of the third round by the Maine Red Claws.  
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11/1  Toyota High School Athlete of the Week inspires at Nottingham: 
Brandon Pearson, who has Down Syndrome, played junior varsity 
football this year.  The team treats Brandon just as they would any 
other team player. Brendiss Pearson, his mother, said "I think all the 
things that they get from being an incredible football team will trans-
late to their future. I just want to encourage them. I want to show 
them that you can be celebrated for doing positive things." She threw 
the squad a party on November 1st at Nottingham's cafeteria as a 
show of support and appreciation.  Brandon and  his mom, along with 
the team, were featured on several of the local TV news stations. 
 
11/4  Freshmen Student Led Conferences on November 5th 4:00 - 
6:00 PM at Nottingham High School: Nottingham has invited parents 
of 9th grade students to  attend student led conferences to show off 
what they've been up to this year. Light refreshments were provided 
by the school. 
 
11/28  Seventy SCSD students representing Nottingham High 
School, Corcoran High School, Henninger High School, We Are ITC, 
Roberts, H.W. Smith School, ELMS, Clary Middle School and Ed 
Smith School recently had the opportunity to travel to Danvers, MA 
to compete in the National Society of Black Engineers 
(NSBE) Regional Conference. Our math teams won first place and 
will represent the Region at the NSBE National Convention. 
 
11/28  One of Nottingham's talented musicians, Lucy Skidmore 
(Cello), was selected to be a part of the 2018-19 All-County 
Orchestra. This is a prestigious honor and she will perform with the 
best 10th-12th grade string and wind players on January 11-12th, 
2019 at Baldwinsville High School. 
 
12/6  Nottingham student athlete, senior Matt Houck was named to 
the All-CNY boys soccer team.  
 
12/7  Nottingham freshman Kayla Newman has been named to the 
All-CNY girlsswimming and diving team. 
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12/8  Tony Trischka ('66) will perform with his legendary Michael 
Daves and the Boston fiddle phenom Avery Merrit on January 19, 
2019, 7:00 PM at Temple Concord in Syracuse.  A Syracuse native, 
Trischka is considered to be the consummate banjo artist and perhaps 
the most influential banjo player in the roots music world. For over 45 
years his stylings have inspired a whole generation of bluegrass and 
acoustic musicians with the many voices he has brought to the 
instrument. (This concert was canceled, due to weather conditions, 
and re-scheduled for October, 2019). 
 
12/10  Nottingham senior Kias Boatwright was named to the second 
2018 All-CNY football team. 
 
12/20  Marty Clanton, the Nottingham junior varsity football team's 
coach, has had hints that Brandon Pearson, a 16 year old with Down 
Syndrome, wanted to be on the football team. This fall Pearson suited 
up with the Bulldogs, kicking off a journey this week with special 
recognition from city lawmakers, an on-field party with the Buffalo 
Bills, and a chance meeting with Hall of Fame quarterback Jim 
Kelly. Pearson's participation and his teammates' acceptance has led to 
people from around the country honoring the local team.  
 
12/2018  Nottingham ENL Leaders Help Boost Family Engagement: 
Nottingham students in English as a New Language Leadership Group 
wanted to help boost attendance at the school's family engagement 
events, so they took it upon themselves to help record robo calls to 
families promoting the events in other languages.  Bibek Siwakoti, 
Beh Wah, Daniel Jibu, Tamara Ayala Diaz and Nidaa 
Arab recorded messages in Nepali, Karen, Swahili, Spanish and 
Arabic. 
 
12/23  Scholar Athlete Megan Scott, a senior, plays two varsity sports 
and has a cumulative weighted GPA of 100.43. She is enrolled in only 
dual-enrollment and AP courses, and has not taken any regents-level 
courses since her sophomore year. Megan has played volleyball every 
season since middle school and has been varsity co-captain for the 
past two seasons. She has also rowed for Syracrew since her freshman 
year, and is the recipient of the Crew Coaches Award from the 2018 
season.  Also, she is the co-vice president of the National Honor 
Society and is currently on the Math Team. Megan has recently 
applied early decision to Northeastern for the fall of 2019. 

Nottingham in the News  
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Ann spent her summers at Camp Goodwill, a day camp 

for physically challenged (then handicapped) children, 

in Chittenango, NY.     She was chosen to participate in 

AFS (American Foreign Service) in Guatemala for a 

summer while in high school. She went on to attend 

Trinity Washington University (BA 1966). She taught 

Spanish to undergrads at University of Maryland while 

getting her Masters Degree in Latin American Litera-

ture. This education,  including AFS, stood her in good 

stead for her life’s calling: the work  for Sisters of 

Notre Dame in Apopka Florida. 

 Today Sr. Ann still loves working with her Florida community. She 

states she suffers with them when she sees people being deported and 

families being separated. “These people have lived here for 20 years or 

more, have contributed to society and they are being targeted for a       

political agenda,” states Sister Ann.  

Click on link below to see Sister Ann tell her story in her own words: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbIf5l0BVG4 

Feel free to contact Sister Ann if you have any questions, wish to donate  

or volunteer your time to this worthwhile cause. 

Ann Kendrick SND de N 

Hope CommUnity Center/ Notre Dame Americorps 
1016 N. Park Ave  
Apopka, FL 32712 
407.880.4673 ext. 228 
407.461.7864- cell 

Annksnd@gmail.com 
 
"Give birth to your images, 
they are the future waiting to be born 
Fear not the strangeness you feel. 
The future must enter you  
long before it happens." 
      Rilke 

Cont’d from page 3: Kendrick 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sbIf5l0BVG4
mailto:Annksnd@gmail.com
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IN MEMORIAM 2018 

Barbara (Krasenbaum) Buchman (’56) passed away in 2015. “Babs” was known for 
her beautiful singing voice and her vibrant sales personality. She was a resident of 
Syracuse and spent the last few years of her life in Rochester. She is survived by her 
two children, Jackie and Brian. (Submitted by daughter Jackie Kaufman). 
 
Diane Marlin Harper ('65) died on March 17, 2016. She graduated from Connecticut 
College for Women and Rutgers University School of Law. She then worked for the 
law firm of Bond Schoeneck & King before relocating to Boston and working for U.S. 
District Court Judge W. Arthur Garrity Jr. Diane is survived by her sister Joyce and 
brother Merlin. She was predeceased by her sister Tamara. 
 
Caroline (Walker) Galipault, age 87, passed away on August 28, 2017 in Greenfield 
MA. She was an artist whose work was exhibited throughout the Deerfield Valley Art 
Association in Massachusetts. Caroline is survived by all seven of her children: James 
Jr., William, Richard, Joanne, Catherine, Susan and Elizabeth. 
 
The following is a correction to the obituary which appeared in both the Syracuse Post
-Standard and in last year’s Nottingham Connection: 
Robert T. McGrath (’52) passed away on October 9, 2017. While at Nottingham he 
helped win many city tennis championships. Bob also enjoyed singing in Jerry Sack-
ett’s A’Cappella Choir. He graduated from Syracuse University and was employed by 
Longley-Jones and Oberdorfer Foundries but later became a partner with his father in 
McGrath and Sons Builders. He developed and built properties in every state east of 
the Mississippi and Canada. He relocated to Vermont and developed properties at 
various ski slopes. He became owner of Killington Ski and Golf Resort and the Com-
fort Inn at Killington, Vermont. Robert was predeceased by his wife Gale. He had no 
children. He is survived by his brothers Harold (’47), William (’51), James (’67) and 
sister Joyce Perrin (’49). (Submitted by his brother William) 
 
William H. Carson II (’59) passed away on November 9, 2017 in Virginia Beach. A 
graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Bill served on nuclear submarines. He earned 
his master’s degree from Old Dominion University and then taught high school math 
until his retirement. His wife Charlotte and daughter Shellie predeceased him. He is 
survived by son Andrew Carson, son James Forrester, daughter Tammy Walker and 
devoted girlfriend Patricia Briggs.  
 
Joseph F. Esposito (no age given) died on January 6, 2018. He spent eight years in 
the National Guard and worked forty years for Niagara Mohawk. He loved spending 
time with his family at the St. Lawrence River camp he built. Joseph is survived by his 
wife, Mitzi, and his children: Karen, Carolyn, Lena and Joseph. He was predeceased 
by his daughter Catherine Mary. 
 
 
Cynthia (Kallet) Ciaccio, age 93, passed away in Florida on January 15, 2018. She 
was a graduate of Syracuse University where she majored in music. She worked for 
the Internal Revenue Service and later, with her husband, owned a chain of Bresler’s 
Ice Cream stores in Florida.  She is survived by her husband Victor. 
 
Virginia Day Hoag (’30) died on January 16, 2018. She graduated from Syracuse 
University with a degree in Business Administration. She and her husband, Abel, 
raised their family in Phoenix, NY. Virginia volunteered as a Camp Fire Girl leader and 
a Cub Scout leader. Later, she worked for sixteen years in the graduate school admis-
sions department at S.U. Virginia is survived by a daughter, Barbara Henderson, and 
a son, Robert Hoag. 
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Robert N. Hilfinger, age 90, passed away on January 17, 2018. He was a graduate of 
Hamilton College and worked for many years as sales manager for Longley Jones. 
Bob is survived by three daughters: Christine Kruth, Cynthia Shore and Diane Sullivan. 
His wife, Betty, and a fourth daughter, Barbara, predeceased him. 
 
Richard D. Connell (’50) died on January 21, 2018. He was a graduate of Simmons 
School of Embalming and Mortuary Science and served four years in the U.S. Navy. 
Richard was employed by Eastern Ambulance Service as a medic for most of his adult 
life, and also worked part-time at the Onondaga County Medical Examiner’s Office. He 
is survived by his wife Barbara and two sons, Peter and Scott. 
 
Zina P. Wiley (’92) died on January 20, 2018. She attended SUNY Morrisville and 
worked at Syracuse University for over 20 years, first in food service and then mail 
service. Zina is survived by her mother, Marilyn Wiley, and by siblings Caprice Lane-
Golden, Anaiah Lane, Chris Lane and Kesha Morris. 
 
Helen Corey Essi, age 89, passed away on January 22, 2018. She owned and oper-
ated Elm Hill Liquor Store for twenty years with her sister Evelyn Corey. For many 
years she volunteered in the cafeteria at St. Margaret’s School. She is survived by her 
daughter, Patricia Hawk, and her former husband, Issa. 
 
Alan Sidney Feldman, age 90, died on January 23, 2018. He served in the U.S. Navy 
and earned his Bachelor’s Degree, Master’s Degree and Ph.D from Syracuse Univer-
sity. Dr. Feldman was an audiologist who ran the Communication Disorder Units at 
S.U. and SUNY Upstate Medical Center. He then opened his own practice and was 
considered a pioneer in his field. He is survived by his sons, Gary and Randy. 
 
Maureen (Hayes) Tessier, age 62, passed away on January 29, 2018. She earned 
her LPN degree at Central Tech and worked at St. Joseph’s Hospital for over 25 
years, attending to new born babies and their mothers. “Mo” is survived by her hus-
band, Jeffry, sons Jeffry Jr., Matthew and David, and daughter Caitlin. 

 
Robert Maynard Goff (’58) passed away on February 1, 2018. Bob was a graduate of 
Williams College and Harvard Law School. After serving in the U.S. Navy during the 
Vietnam War, he worked with several New York City law firms and then worked with 
Exxon Mobil, retiring as their International Tax Attorney. He is survived by his wife 
Nancy and two sons, Jonathan and David. 

 
Judith Haley Sachs (’60) passed away on February 9, 2018. She earned an Associ-
ate’s Degree from CCBI and raised her family in Liverpool, NY. When her children 
were young she spent many hours volunteering at Longbranch Elementary School. 
Judy is survived by three of her four children and eight grandchildren.  
 
James C. Butler III (’55) died on February 9, 2018. After graduating from NHS, he 
attended The Manlius School for a year and then Brown University. Jim spent most of 
his career as president of Syracuse Pottery, the family business. He was preceded in 
death by his wife Betsy and is survived by his children James IV and Janet Berry. 
 
Ann Tracy Burrows (’50) passed away on February 15, 2018. She graduated from 
Syracuse University and married her NHS sweetheart, William P. Burrows. Ann was 
an elementary school teacher . She served on the board of directors of Elmcrest Chil-
dren’s Center and was a director of the Corinthian Foundation. She is survived by her 

husband and her three children: William Jr., John and Sarah. 
 
Robert J. Bertrand (’70) died on February 26, 2018. He was a graduate of Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and S.U. College of Law. He was a partner in the private law 
practice, Bertrand, Arno and Welch, in the village of North Syracuse where he had 
been Village Justice since 1985. Predeceased by his wife, Deborah, he is survived by 
his daughter, Deirdre (“DeDe”). 
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Warren L. Sebelowitz (’70) passed away on February 27, 2018. He worked at Allied 
Chemical, Pass & Seymour ad at Chestnut Hill Elementary School in Liverpool. He is 
survived by his sons, Scott and David, and long time companion, Roxanne Gettino. 
 
William J. Cook (’44) passed away on March 2, 2018. “Bud” was president of his sen-
ior class at NHS. He joined the army after high school and fought in World War II, sur-
viving the Battle of the Bulge. He worked at Smith & Caffrey Steel Company in Syra-
cuse for 43 years, retiring as Operations Manager. He is predeceased by his wife 
Joyce and son Jeffrey. Surviving are his son Steven and daughter Marilyn Hirt. 
 
Raymond G. Phelps Jr., age 87, passed away March 3, 2018. While at Nottingham he 
lettered in basketball, golf and skiing. Ray graduated from S.U. and worked 35 years 
for GTE Sylvania. He volunteered as a Boy Scout Leader and trustee for Auburn First 
United Methodist Church. He was predeceased by sons Raymond (Buzz) and Lee. 
Surviving are his wife Jeanne and daughters Cynthia, Jody, Penny, Sharon and Holly. 
 
Gary L. Foster (’54) died on March 9, 2018. He attended the NYS College of Forestry 
and Syracuse University. Gary served in the army in the Panama Canal Zone. He was 
employed by General Electric for 36 years. At the time of his retirement he was the 
Senior Financial Systems Analyst for G.E. Aero Space. Gary is survived by his wife 
Margaret (“Peggie”). 
 
Rosemary Ryan Skelly, age 92, passed away on March 11, 2018. She graduated 
from Seton Hill College where she majored in voice. She was a music teacher, teach-
ing and retiring from the Syracuse City School District. Rosemary is survived by her 
son Michael. Her husband John and son Matthew predeceased her.                       
 
Stanley P. Meltzer, age 86, died on March 18, 2018. During his school years Stan ran 
track for Nottingham and Syracuse University. He served in the army and then went to 
Upstate Medical School. He was in practice as a cardiologist for over 55 years. He is 
survived by his wife Patricia and his children Dayna and Daren. 
 
Tashiko Melendez, age 38, passed away on March 27, 2018. She graduated from 
culinary school through Job Corps. Tashiko is survived by her mother, Denise Jackson, 
and sons Jaxson Melendez and Joseito Velasquez. 
 
Walter “Terry” Robinson (’76) died on April 2, 2018. He attended Howard University 
and made Washington D.C. his home. He worked in various departments for the US 
Government. His parents and his brother Larry predeceased him. Surviving are broth-
ers Ronnie and John and sister Lisa Carter. 
 
Kenneth Schwarz, age 88, passed away on April 2, 2018. He served in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Korean War as a weather operator and a gunner on a B-36. After the 
war he worked for the Continental Can Company until his retirement. Kenneth is sur-
vived by his three children, Suzanne, Donna and Ramon. 
 
Mary Ellen Tracy Ryan, age 96, passed away on April 5, 2018. She was a realtor for 
almost forty years, most recently with Prudential. Mary Ellen was a former member of 
the Junior League, a volunteer at the Fayetteville Library and for Meals on Wheels. She 
was predeceased by her husband James, daughter Terry and son James Jr. She is 
survived by her son Michael.  
 
Gwendolyn P. Mack, age 59, died on April 8, 2018. She earned teaching credentials 
from Onondaga Community College and worked in numerous teaching support roles 
for the Syracuse City School District. Surviving are her husband Walter and three sons. 
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Edward D. Leet, age 76, died on April 11, 2018. He served in the U.S. Army and was 
a retiree from New Venture Gear. He is survived by his wife, Patricia, son Christopher, 
daughter Jill, and stepchildren Pati Gaudio and Michael Gaudio. 
 
Jack S. Gardner ('48) passed away on April 19, 2018. He graduated from S.U. and 
served as a 1st Lieutenant in the Marine Corps during the Korean War. Jack is sur-
vived by his daughter  
Marla Maidenbaum, son Daniel and sister Janice ('45). His brother Morton ('42) prede-
ceased him. 
 
Merilyn M. Sgroi (’52) passed away on April 21, 2018. She was a retiree from Bristol 
Pharmaceuticals. Her husband, Kenneth,  predeceased her. She is survived by sons 
Paul and Kenneth and daughter Nancy. 
 
Rev. Paul J. Keebler, age 92, passed away on April 26, 2018. He was a U.S. Army 
veteran of WWII and a POW. He received his Bachelor of Science degree as part of 
the very first graduating class of LeMoyne College in 1951. He taught math at James-
ville High School, then attended seminary school and was ordained as a Roman Cath-
olic priest. He was a math teacher and coach at Bishop Ludden High School for many 
years and then spent five years as a missionary in South America. Upon his return he 
became a pastor of St. Ann’s Church in Binghamton. He is survived by his brotherhood 
of priests. 
 
Gerald H. Levy ('43) died on April 29, 2018. He joined the US Army and served 
through WWII.  After graduating from Syracuse University he had a career in the insur-
ance business. He served on the board of various civic organizations and was twice 
named president of the Syracuse branch of the Jewish Welfare Federation. Gerald is 
survived by his son M. Jeffrey Levy. 
 
Rosamond (Cashier) Faso Stevenson, age 99, passed away on April 30, 2018. 
Music was always central to her life, playing for her siblings at Nottingham and entering 
S.U. as a Fine Arts major. She became a professional musician and was given her own 
radio show in NYC. Eventually, life events brought her back to central New York where 
she continues studying piano and organ and working locally. She is survived by son 
Laurence and daughter Christina. 
 
Barbara Bark Shaul (’41) passed away on May 5, 2018. She earned both a bachelor’s 
degree and a master’s degree at Syracuse University and was a teacher for many 
years. Barbara retired from OCM BOCES. She is survived by her husband John, 
daughters Wynne, Judith and Dorrie, and son Kenneth. 
 
Roger Casanova (’65) passed away May 12, 2018. He received his B.A. and M.B.A. 
from Syracuse University and went on to work the next 37½ years in Human Re-
sources for the university. He is survived by his wife Joan, his sons Scott and Todd, his 
sister, Carol Vandenbelt and two granddaughters, Annabelle and Lily. Donations in his 
name can be made to Syracuse University Scholarship Fund. (Submitted by Joan Cas-
anova). 
 
David J. Kidd , age 95, (former vice principal of NHS) died on May 14, 2018. He 
served in the U.S. Army during WW II and then attended SUNY Oswego and Syracuse 
University. He served as either vice principal or principal at many different schools in 
the area during his career. David is survived by his former wife Barbara, daughter Nan-
cy and sons David and Robert. 
 
Kristen A. Vallet (’83) died on May 16, 2018. She graduated from Penn State and 
worked as a chemical engineer for the U.S. Navy. Kristen was predeceased by her 
father, Rev. Dr. Ronald Vallet, and brothers William and Adoniram. She is survived by 
her mother Rose Marie, brother Ronald Jr., sister Heather, and children Nicholas Rich-
ards and Taylor and Toby Tummino. 



 62 

 

Marilyn “Mimi” Drake Osmun (’44) died on May 17, 2018. She was a music major at 
Syracuse University and became well known in musical circles around Central New 
York. She led her own combo, Mimi’s Music Makers. A versatile musician and perform-
er, she played many different instruments and performed dance numbers and comedy 
routines in her younger days. Mimi is survived by two sons, Edward and Andrew, and 
daughter Georgia. Her husband, George, predeceased her. 
 
James R. (Jack) Loveland, age 80, passed away on May 18, 2018. He was a gradu-
ate of Syracuse University where he earned a bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering 
and a master’s degree in Business Administration. Jack had a forty year career with 
O’Brien & Gere Engineers, Inc., the last twelve years of which he served as President. 
Jack is survived by his wife Evelyn, and daughters Laurie Werbowsky, Julie Gorham 
and Deborah King. 
 
Elliott Buck, age 90, died on June 4, 2018. He served in the U.S. Army during the 
Korean War, after which he attended LeMoyne College. Elliott earned a Masters in 
Deaf Education from the University of Buffalo and taught in Rochester and then Syra-
cuse. Later, he worked in the County Probation Department and for over twenty years 
was a Rehabilitation Counselor for the NYS Workman’s Compensation Board. Elliott is 
survived by his wife Barbara, daughter Michelle Shaer and sons Rick and Alan. 
 
Robert Newell (’60) died on June 7, 2018. A financial planner in Los Angeles for near-
ly 40 years, he was also an accomplished water colorist. He left behind his devoted 
wife Marlene, two children, three stepchildren and seven grandchildren. He spent his 
early years working for his dad’s business, M.H. Williams Company, in Syracuse. His 
greatest achievement was his character, which served as a model for all who loved 
him. (Submitted by his sister,Terry Newell) 
 
James F. Stoffel, age 61, passed away on June 18, 2018. He worked for County Wide 
for 44 years as an Appliance Technician. He was predeceased by his sister, Janet 
Ours. Surviving are his wife Nicole and daughters Staci, Mindi and Lindsi. 
 
Mary Andrews Posthill Huber, age 90, died on July 1, 2018. She graduated from 
Syracuse University and was a business associate of the William H. Posthill Co. for 
many years, retiring in 2003. Mary is survived by children Sara Strong, Suzanne Per-
kins and Bradford Posthill. She was predeceased by her first husband , William 
Posthill, and later by her second husband, Thomas Huber. 
 
Audrey Friedman Grunfeld, age 82, passed away on July 4, 2018. She graduated 
from Syracuse University and taught for a time in the Syracuse schools. While raising 
her children, she and her husband ran the Independent Newspapers in Marathon, NY, 
where she resided for 21 years. Audrey is survived by her sister Tovia “Toby” Trabin, 
sons David and Brent, and daughter Adrienne Chase. 
 
Joanne (McCrum) Griffith (’66) died on July 4, 2018. She had retired from Wegmans 
in 2013 after a very long career with the company. Joanne was known as a great cook 
and an artistically talented person. She is survived by her husband Douglas and 
daughter Heidi Herrmann. 
 
Keith Blessed Nevin, age 64, passed away on July 5, 2016. For many years he 
worked in the maintenance department oat Oswego Industries in Fulton. He volun-
teered at local hospitals and loved building model airplanes. Keith is survived by his 
mother Nancy Blessed Nevin, sister Elizabeth Kelley, and brother Philip. 
 

IN MEMORIAM  2018 cont’d 
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Alan H. Wilson, age 95, died on July 14, 2018. He graduated from Syracuse University 
and served in the Army Air Corps during World War II. Alan was the former president of 
Henry Wilson Jeweler and a franchisee of The Red Barn. He is survived by his wife 
Leona, son Robert and daughter Karen Amitrano.  
 
Anne Shulman Rakieten, age 98, passed away on July 20, 2018. Anne graduated from 
Nottingham at age 16 and attended Smith College, followed by Katherine Gibbs Secre-
tarial School. She worked for the Council of Social Service Agencies in Syracuse. She 
was married to Dr. Nathan Rakieten and lived in Islip for many years before moving 
back to Syracuse. Anne is survived by her son Ralph. 
 
Gloria (Murray) Royer, age 97, passed away on July 20, 2018. She was a graduate of 
the College of Fine Arts at S.U. Gloria spent many years as a wildlife artist and exhibited 
widely in the Central NY area. She also taught art. Gloria was predeceased by her hus-
band, Bill, but is survived by her sons Larry, William and John. 
 
Nancy McDonell Poplawski ('52) died on July 27, 2018. She worked as a teller in the 
loan department of Lincoln Bank during the 1950s and later at E-Z Distributors, but her 
main job was raising seven children. Nancy was predeceased by her husband Chester 
(Chet). Surviving are her children: Cheryl Feder, Karl, Bruce, Denise Harrington, David, 
Kevin and Wendy. 
 
Elizabeth Johns Bertrand ('44) passed away on July 27, 2018. She was a graduate of 
Syracuse University. She was predeceased by her husband, Robert M., and son Robert 
J. Surviving are son Jeffrey and daughters Cynthia Goodman and Carol Lanzi. 
 
Margaret H. Farley ('43) died on August 5, 2018. Peggy graduated from SU and went 
on to earn a master's degree in education. She taught reading at Split Rock and 
Lafayette schools and, later in life, tutored at The Learning Place. 
 
Jan H. Slotnick ('70) died on August 23, 2018. He went to dental school in Milwaukee, 
where he grew a thriving dental practice and lived for over 40 years before recently 
moving to Atlanta. He was pre-deceased by his brother Stephen. He is survived by his 
wife Rachel Nelson, sons Aaron and Jordan and stepsons Simon, Elie, Zachary, and 
Micah Engler. 
 
Judi Torres passed away on August 23, 1018. She attended Nottingham in 1962 and 
graduated from JD in 1964. She received a Master's degree in French from the Univer-
sity of Buffalo. Her special skills with people inspired her to join Syracuse Jewish Family 
Service and ultimately go into business for herself helping elderly and disabled clients. 
She is survived by her husband Morris, sons Jason and Ben, and daughter Jocelyn. 
(submitted by Morris Torres). 
 
Philip E. Garber ('67) passed away on September 1, 2018. He graduated from Cornell 
University and the University of Chicago Law School. Phil joined the Labor Department 
at Wolf, Block, Schorr and Solis Cohen in Philadelphia, where he practiced law until 
2009, after which he became a partner at Duane Morris in Philadelphia. He is survived 
by his wife Ellen, and daughters Jessica Sedler and Amy Garber. 
 
Albert G. Winans, age 82, died on September 5, 2018. He attended S.U. and served in 
the United States Air Force. He was pre-deceased by his son Paul. Surviving are his 
wife Anne Griffin, daughters Ellen and Carolyn, and son Calley. 
 
Martin Douglas Reed, age 65, died on September 10, 2018. He served in the U.S. 
Army and the Army Reserves. He was a Syracuse Firefighter for 30 years, retiring with 
the rank of Captain. Surviving are his wife Kate, daughter Megan and son Patrick. 
 
Marilyn Cohn Wiggers, age 74, passed away on September 12, 2018. She graduated 
from Michigan State University and worked for General Electric and then Lockheed 
Martin. Marilyn is survived by her husband Garrett and daughter Rebecca. 
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Anna M. Evanoff Viruet ('54) died on September 21, 2018. She graduated from S.U. 
with a degree in Fine Arts and was most talented in sculpture and pottery. Moving to 
NYC, she worked at the Lighthouse with individuals who had visual disabilities and 
taught them hands-on artistic skills. Later she took a position at the Jewish Home and 
Hospital where she worked for over 30 years. While there, she earned a Masters 
Degree in Therapeutic Recreation at Lehman College. She is survived by her sisters 
Mary Patton, Christina Brown, Theodora Pappas, Stephanie McNicholas, and Victoria 
Trbuhovich. 
 
Barry J. Lyon Sr., age 78, passed away on September 29, 2018. He served in the 
U.S. Navy for four years, then was employed by Coyne Textile Services and, later, Sair 
Aviation. Barry is survived by his wife Carolyn, daughters Kimberlee White, Beth Petit 
and Christine Scott, and sons Barry Jr. and David. 
 
Donald C. Menapace, age 92, passed away on October 12, 2018. He was associated 
with Menapace Real Estate and was part owner of WSEN radio Station. A veteran of 
the U.S. Army, he served during WWII. He is survived by his wife Rosemary, daughters 
Janice Gittino and Carol Haynes, and son Daniel. 
 
Verner R. "Dick" Love (no age given) died on October 18, 2018. He joined the Army 
in 1952 and was stationed at the Pentagon for two years. He then went on to graduate 
from LeMoyne College and S.U. Law School. Dick was a partner with the McKenzie 
law firm before going into private practice. He concluded his career as an 
Administrative Law Judge with the Social Security Administration. He is survived by his 
wife Shirley and his children Mary Frances, Verner R. III and Charles. 
 
Nancy M. Leventhal, age 67, died on October 22, 2018. She is survived by husband 
Gary and son Jason. 
 
Richard D. Ungerer, age 75, passed away on October 24, 2018. He graduated from 
St. Bonaventure and served in the U.S. Army. He was employed with Oscar Mayer for 
31 years and retired from Hofmann Sausage Co. after 15 years. Richard and his wife 
raised four children of their own and cared for many more as foster kids. He was active 
in sports and volunteered with many organizations. Surviving are his wife Mary Ellen, 
daughters Tammy Gilbert, Tara Myles and Trista Channels, and son Michael. 
 
Michael R. Maar ('66) died on October 28, 2018. He earned a degree in Business from 
S.U. and later a degree in Computer Technology. He retired from Verizon in 2015. 
Mike is survived by his brother Ric and sister Becky DiMaggio. 
 
Nancy Blessed Nevin, age 89, passed away on November 14, 2018. She taught so-
cial studies at Nottingham High School for over 20 years. 
 
Dorothea Shoemaker Clark, age 97, passed away on November 29, 2018. She grad-
uated from S.U. in 1942 and later earned a masters degree in Library Science. She 
was a social worker with the Red Cross, then a teacher at Elbridge Central High 
School and, finally, that school's librarian and the school district's Library Media Spe-
cialist. Dorothea was predeceased by her husband Richard, son Thomas and daughter 
Katherine. Surviving are daughters Elizabeth Greenlee and Julia Clark. 
 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM  2018 cont’d 
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We remember with honor and respect those  

who have passed  before us. 

 

Peter Curtis Bookheimer, age 59, passed away on December 3, 2018. He earned a 
bachelor's degree from Brown University and a master's degree from the Columbia 
University School of International Relations. He spent most of his life working as a 
carpenter, builder and restorer of historic homes. He is survived by his longtime partner 
Michael Brown, his father and step-mother, William and Nancy, and his siblings, Ross 
and Susan. 
 
Jay E. Sasson ('65) passed away on December 8, 2018. He was a resident of Florida 
at the time of passing. 
 
Joyce (Rubinson) Meltzer, age 81, died on December 17, 2018. She graduated from 
Syracuse University's school of journalism. Joyce served on the board of the 
Jamesville Dewitt school district and the PTAs of many of the JD schools. She was a 
long time member of Temple Concord. She is survived by her husband Chuck and 
their children Debra, Lisa, Robert and Dana.  
 
William P. McGrath, age 86, died on December 23, 2018. He graduated from S.U. in 
1955, having lettered in tennis in both high school and college. Bill served four years in 
the Air Force, achieving the rank of Captain. He worked for General Electric for 35 
years, was a member of the Syracuse Chorale and the Syracuse University Oratorio 
Society. Surviving are is wife Catherine, daughter Kathryn Marini and son William. 
 
Nancy Leigh (Scripa) Sundell ('49) died on December 24, 2018. After raising a 
family, she completed her education at S.U. earning a degree in Liberal Arts. She 
worked for Onondaga County for over 25 years as a social worker and supervisor. 
Nancy was preceded in death by her son Jeffrey Scripa. Surviving are her husband 
Ernest Sundell and sons Lesleigh, Timothy and Kenneth. 
 
Ja'nya Semaj Thomas, age 15, passed away on December 29, 2018. She was cur-
rently a student at Nottingham High School. Ja'nya is survived by her father Javon 
Thomas, her mother Ernetta Skipper, sisters Nakiyah and Laceya, and brothers Nija, 
Jovan, Juantrell, Navoj, Elizjha and Tameron. 
 
Judith Anne (Welch) Littlefield, age 71, died on December 30, 2018. After high 
school she moved to California where she studied accounting and obtained a job in 
that field at a local school district. After retiring in 2011, Judith moved to Edmonds, 
Washington, to be closer to her granddaughters. She joined a regional weaving guild 
and volunteered at the Edmonds Center for the Arts. She is survived by daughters 
Sarena Kirby and Sarah. 
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MAKE REUNION PLANNING EASIER  

Members of  The Nottingham Connection Editorial Board can 
help you with some of the items on your reunion planning list.  

• For instance, if you want to have a tour of the school, you will 

need to set a time and obtain a  permit. We can facilitate that for 
you if you let us know in plenty of time.  

•Also, if your class is considering making a gift to the school, 

we can make suggestions and help you decide what would fit 
your budget and be most beneficial to Nottingham.  

•he Nottingham quilt, which would make a beautiful accom-

paniment, is available for display at reunions.  

Please feel free to contact us at:  

 NOTTALUM@HOTMAIL.COM 

 

LARGE TYPE FONT vs SAVING MONEY? 

The Editorial Board members realize that parts of 

last year's Nottingham Connection utilized very 

small print. We were attempting to keep the num-

ber of pages to 50 due to budgetary concerns. This 

year we decided that it is more important to make 

every page easily readable, so have refrained from 

using such small type. Let us know what you think. 

Please ,also, respond on a return email to                 

nottalum@hotmail.com your  wish to have your 

“Nottingham Connection” delivered to you  via 

email, rather than by snail mail. TY 
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Please keep The Nottingham Connection coming.    Here's my donation: 

 

_____  Friend  ($5 - $10) 

_____  Supporter  ($11-$25) 

_____  Patron  ($26 - $100) 

_____  Benefactor  (over $100) 

 

Contributors will be listed in our next issue.  If you wish to remain         

anonymous, please check here ____ 

Make  checks to Nottingham Connection and Mail to:   

The Nottingham  Connection,  

3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13224.             

     

email:   nottalum@hotmail.com  

Please visit our web site: http://nottingham-connection.org  

Friend us on FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/nottalum 

Check here if you would prefer receiving future issues of the Nottingham 

Connection online. You will be notified when each new edition is available. 

____ 

Email Address:_________________ _____________________        

Please update my listing  (or add this person): 

Name (incl. maiden name if applicable) 

_______________________________________________ 

Street Address; __________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ___________________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Year of graduation ________________________________ 

 

Editor’s note: Donations are used to pay for publishing, mailing 

The Nottingham Connection, and to support current projects at 

Nottingham HS. 

STAY CONNECTED 
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