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In 1985, Suzanne Herbst, RN, BA, MA, 
PhD, was working as a home infusion 

clinician in San Francisco caring for 
patients and friends with AIDS. At this time 
she had a career changing Vision which 

called her to take action. She realized that 
clinicians’ knowledge of vascular access 
and vascular access devices (VADs) varied 

widely, with some knowing very little. She 
noted that this lack of knowledge also applied to healthcare insti-
tutions and consumers. Important issues such as consumer educa-

tion, care and maintenance procedures, catheter-related complica-
tions and their management were rife with incomplete and incon-
sistent information. The unknowns, the discrepancies, and the 

misunderstandings about these critical lifelines likely led to seri-
ous problems. Devices were inserted by healthcare professionals, 
then used and maintained by clinicians and consumers with little 
or no up-to-date information. In June of 1985 Suzanne sent a let-

ter to 12 colleagues in the San Francisco Bay Area…colleagues 
whom she believed shared the same thoughts and concerns about 
VADs. She proposed the development of a multidisciplinary net-

work to address the complexities of VADs and their insertion, 
use, care, and maintenance. Issues ranging from research and de-
velopment of VADs, to educating the health care community, to 

informing the patient community were on her agenda. Her focus 
was on the best possible outcomes for infusion therapy and on 
excellence in the new specialty of vascular access. 

 

Suzanne LaVere Herbst,’62,  

Visionary and Innovator 

Cont’d on page 12 
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Cont’d on page 4 

As I head to another Laker hockey game with my dad and friends, we always 
take a moment as we pass that statue in front of Sheldon Hall. I pause and 
reflect on the fatherly guidance that he provided in the establishment and 
growth of the Oswego Normal and Training School—Oswego State. As I 
reflect on the Oswego family, I wanted to take a moment to share my love 
and profound admiration of that great man. 
 
When I was an undergrad in the 
late 1980s and the early 1990s, I 
am ashamed to say that my 
knowledge and understanding of 
Sheldon’s legacy was so sparse 
that I might well call it ignorant. 
With age comes appreciation and 
respect. After all, this man was 
quite a game changer! He began 
working with students at the 
Ragged School and later served 
as superintendent of both 
Oswego and Syracuse school 
districts. In Syracuse, he helped 
to organize the Onondaga Coun-
ty Library System and support-
ed the freeing of a runaway slave (the Jerry Rescue). It was within these ex-
periences that he saw the need to improve the training of teachers for the en-
hanced experience of student learning. The training program that he devel-
oped became known as the Oswego Method. So phenomenal was this work 
that it became universally adopted by normal schools across America. Today, 
we just call it “student teaching.” 
 
Perhaps the simple story of the statue allows one to better understand the 
importance of Sheldon. On Arbor Day 1898, 200,000 students from 3,000 
schools collected pennies for the commissioning of that statue. A monument 
to Sheldon would be woefully inadequate if it were of him alone. In many 
ways, the statue reflects the equality within the learning process of the stu-
dent and Sheldon. It was this belief in meeting each child where he or she 
was and moving him or her forward that makes Sheldon so important to the 
American education system. That is the mindset that he promoted in his train-
ing program. 
 

Reflecting on Sheldon 

Tom Little '92 (left) and Don Little '91 

 
Don Little, a Nottingham social studies teacher, wrote this heartfelt and 
enlightening essay on Edward Austin Sheldon, a statue of whom stands in 
front of Sheldon Hall at SUNY Oswego. It was published in the Fall 2019 
issue of the college's alumni magazine. Mr. Little granted us permission to          
re-print it here. 
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Our college’s fatherly founder was deeply rooted in a student-centered mod-
el of teaching and learning. That model has flourished for more than a cen-
tury and a half. He profoundly altered both the way children in the United 
States were taught and the way teachers were educated. It is why the statue 
was dedicated! Sheldon was extraordinarily ordinary and that is what makes 
me appreciate him even more. Like thousands of fellow graduates, I have 
dedicated my professional life to the education of children. In that regard, I 
am extraordinarily ordinary. 

 
He was a force of nature and a charismatic personality who drew like-
minded trailblazers to the shores of Lake Ontario. These merry men and 
women went far and wide and spread the gospel of Sheldon to every corner 
of the country and beyond. He has set the standard of what an Oswego alum 
should do civically and professionally: Use your talents to achieve your 
personal best; add to your community by valuing and advocating for those 
around you; and perform at your highest level in all of your involvements. 
My twin brother, Tom, 1992, and I have followed that lead in Syracuse city 
schools with great success.  
 
As we end our pause at the statue, I proceed to the arena, drop off my dad 
and friends, and park the truck. It is often in those moments of trudging 
across the parking lot that I realize that those lessons from my “college  
father,” are really similar to the lessons from my father. What a blessing to 
have two dads who expected so much! I suppose that is why Tom and I  
dedicated a scholarship in our family’s name to our Oswego family. They 
belong together, don’t they… —Don Little ’91 
 

Reflecting on Sheldon from page 3 

Don Little ’ 91   is a social studies teacher at Nottingham High School, 
and his master thesis, focused on Edward Austin Sheldon’s life and 
legacy, is available for review at Penfield Library. He and his broth-
er, Tom ’92, established the Little Family Scholarship to support 
students who graduated from a Syracuse City School District high 
school and who now attend SUNY Oswego and are majoring in educa-
tion or a social science. Read excerpts from Don’s Sheldon Thesis. [for 
people who get the digital copy of The Connection: hold down control 
and point arrow at “Sheldon Thesis” then Left click and the thesis will 
populate your screen] 

http://magazine.oswego.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Sheldon-Thesis-for-online.pdf
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Khadijo Abdulkadir 
 

Khadijo ('14) and her family are Somali refugees, but she 
has never been to Somalia. She was born in a refugee camp 
in Kenya and lived there until her family was resettled in 
Syracuse when she was 15. She did not speak a word of 
English, but was determined to learn quickly. She said she 
picked up a Somali-to-English dictionary from the library 
and read it every day.  She also pored over English-language 
TV and movies, even though she said she didn’t understand 
what people were talking about. As a Nottingham student, 
Abdulkadir said she grew frustrated that she didn’t understand what was being taught in 
her classes. A Somali friend helped translate things like her schedule, but she primarily 
learned English by volunteering with first- and second-grade children who were also 
learning the new language. During her ten years in Syracuse, Abdulkadir has gone from 
struggling to understand her teachers in her high school classes to graduating with a de-
gree from Syracuse University in international relations. Last year she founded Empower 
Interpretation Services of CNY, a company that provides translation and English language 
services for Syracuse’s immigrant communities. It has since grown to include more than 
20 translators who work in Syracuse’s hospitals, schools and other institutions. They 
speak languages such as Somali, Arabic and Nepali, helping immigrants connect with 
social service and community programs. Syracuse and its suburbs house a growing refu-
gee population. Nearly 10,000 refugees from Africa, the Middle East and Southeast Asia 
settled in Onondaga County between 2007 and 2017, according to syracuse.com. "My 
goal is to make sure that the people, the resources, are available to the community,”   
Abdulkadir said. ”The goal is to contract with every single agency in Syracuse.” Syracuse 
Mayor Ben Walsh said: "Every time I see her, she's doing something different to benefit 
her community…The work she is doing—it's our vision in action." (Condensed from an 
article by Chris Bolt & Jordan Muller, WAER, Syracuse University.) 
 
 
 

Ali Adan 
 

     On World Refugee Day, June 20, 2019, Nottingham alum Ali 
Adan was profiled by reporter Dennis Nett in the Syracuse Post-
Standard as one of many new Americans who came here as refu-
gees.  
     Ali was ten years old when he and his family arrived in the 
U.S. in 2004 from a Kenyan refugee camp. Ali, the oldest of 11 
siblings, had to start school in the third grade. Ali states "Coming 
here without speaking anything, not knowing the culture, was a 
bit of shock — environmental and cultural, you could say." The 
family, who are Somalian, were forced to flee Kenya during the 
Somali civil war in the late 1980s. Once in Syracuse, the family 

of 13 relied heavily on members of the Somali-Bantu community, which has since been 
rebranded as RISE (Refugee and Immigrant Self-Empowerment).   
     Adan now works for RISE as their youth education coordinator. He's also a substitute 
teacher for the Syracuse school district, while working on getting certified as a full-time 
physical education instructor. Having graduated from Nottingham, he said it's sometimes 
surreal to be back. His advice to his students: "Pursue what you love...and don't be afraid 
to try something new.  And always be yourself." 

SPOTLIGHT ON ALUMS 

Cont’d on pg. 6 

http://syracuse.com
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Nick Basta 
 

Nick ('86) had his first acting experience as a Lost Boy 
in a Nottingham production of "Peter Pan". His under-
graduate degree was in pottery, and he is a potter by 
trade. However, he ended up doing mostly theater 
while at Alfred University. He holds an M.F.A. from 
the American Repertory Theatre at Harvard. After 
graduate school, Nick moved to NYC. He has appeared 
in such films as "Safe Haven" and "Hunger Games" 
and has had recurring roles on "Law & Order: Criminal 
Intent" and "Law & Order: Special Victims Unit". A 
director, producer and screenwriter, Nick inspires local 

actors through his work at the University of North Carolina at Wilmington 
as professor of theatre. This year he played the part of Foxx, the overseer, in 
the theatrical movie "Harriet" about the life of Harriet Tubman and her  
courageous efforts to free slaves before and during the Civil War. He is cur-
rently working on a Yogi Berra screenplay. 
 

 
 

Heidi Diehl  
 

 Heidi ('99) credits her English teacher at Nottingham, Anthony Paratore, 
with providing the encouragement which resulted in her entering student 
writing contests. She was thinking about writing fiction. At Sarah Lawrence 
College she studied writing and political science. Living in Brooklyn after 
college, she spent her 20s playing music and touring with bands. Eventually 
she attended the MFA program at Brooklyn College, CUNY, to focus on 
fiction writing. Since 2010 she has been teaching undergraduate writing at 
Brooklyn College.  
 
Heidi's short fiction has been published in Crazyhorse, Indiana Review, 
Mississippi Review and elsewhere.  She has won fellowships from the Mac-
Dowell Colony, Marble House Project, the Saltsonstall Foundation for the 
Arts, and the Vermont Studio Center in support of the writing of her debut 
novel, Lifelines, which is cast in West Germany and Eugene, Oregon, in the 
1970s. 
 
 Heidi states that growing up in Syracuse shaped 
her as a writer. Her dad was an English professor at 
Syracuse University, and the diversity of the 
schools she attended was of much value. She says, 
"Lifelines is in part a story about an immigrant's 
experience; immigration is part of my own family's 
history and immigrants are an important part of the 
richness of Syracuse's culture, so growing up in 
Syracuse definitely shaped my writerly imagina-
tion." 
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Deynaba Farah  
 
 Deynaba Farah ('15) and her family moved from 
Somalia to the United States in 2004. She learned 
the English language and became the first mem-
ber of her family to earn a high school diploma 
when she graduated from Nottingham. Then it 
was on to Onondaga Community College where 
she represented the students on the Board of 
Trustees and earned a degree in Human Services. 
Two years later she graduated from Syracuse 
University and now works for the Syracuse City 
School District as a Promise Zone Specialist at Dr. Weeks Elementary, assisting the 
student support team with behavior and interventions in support of the district's code of 
conduct. "It's very rewarding. I enjoy what I do," said Farah. 
 
Her sister, Dahabo, followed Deynaba to OCC and then to S.U. She admits to being 
very motivated by her sister's success. It's the same for her brother, Mohamud, who is a 
Business Administration major at OCC and on track to earn his degree next May. "She 
set the standard for our  family," said  Mohamud. "We want to achieve more because of 
her." Next in line is a sister, Hawa Omar. She's a senior at PSLA at Fowler and is inter-
ested in a career in medicine. She hasn't decided on her college yet but plans to defi-
nitely continue her education. "Our sister set the example for all of us. We are   follow-
ing down the path she started." 
 
 
 
 
 

  Welton M. Gersony, M.D. 
 
Dr. Gersony ('49) is the Alexander S. Nadas Emeritus Professor of Pediatrics at the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University. He served as Director of 
Pediatric Cardiology at the combined Morgan Stanley Children's Hospital / Weill Med-
ical College of Cornell program. Dr. Gersony is the recipient of numerous awards and 
honors, and has chaired medical organizations devoted to his  specialty. He received his 
medical degree from SUNY Upstate Medical University and completed pediatric resi-
dency at Western Reserve Medical School in Cleveland. After serving as a physician in 
the U.S. Army, he completed his training in pediatric cardiology at the Boston Chil-
dren's Hospital, Harvard Medical School. Dr. Gersony is well recognized in the medical 
field for his studies on congenital heart defects. He is the author of more than 300 pub-
lished papers and chapters, and the textbook "Congenital Heart Disease in the Adult". 

He was awarded the Distinguished Teacher Award from 
the American College of Cardiology, having trained 
over 120 Fellows in Pediatric Cardiology at Columbia. 
He received the Distinguished Alumnus Awards from 
SUNY Upstate Medical University and the College of 
Physicians of Columbia University. There is now a 
lectureship in his name at SUNY. 

 
 

 
 

 Cont’d on pg. 8  
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John Hohm  
 

This year John Hohm ('67) retired after 46 years 
of coaching boys' cross country at Corcoran 
High School. Since 1974, Hohm's teams won 
five state cross country championships, 10 sec-
tional titles and 13 league crowns. His Cougars 
became a respected pro-country power in the 
section and state. He also coached boys track 
and field for 38 years with great success and 
taught physical education at Corcoran before 
retiring from both in 2012. In 2007 he earned a 
bus driver's license so he could drive his team to 

cross country meets. 
 
It all started with him developing into a star miler and cross country runner at Not-
tingham High, where he was voted the school's best athlete his senior year despite 
the Bulldogs having plenty of talented football and basketball players on its teams. 
He went to Southern Illinois on a full scholarship, then returned to  Syracuse with a 
teaching degree in Physical Education. After four years at Elmwood Elementary he 
began teaching and coaching at Corcoran.  
 
He was a motivator, and encouraged runners to be proud of the fact that they came 
from a city school. John was an elite-level marathon runner himself, and counts a 
sparkling finish of 2 hours, 31 minutes in the 1979 Boston Marathon as his personal 
best. He would run with his students, and it would become a badge of honor for the 
runners when they got so they could beat him. 
 
In July of 1993, home alone while the rest of his family was on vacation, he was 
awakened in the night by intruders. He was stabbed by one of the three men, hit in 
the head with a  wrench, and tied up. One man returned and choked John, who 
feigned death to make him stop. The men were later captured and sentenced to 
prison terms. His wounds required him to endure two surgeries and spend a month 
in the hospital. "Running is what helped me to survive that. I was in shape. If it 
wasn't for running, I can honestly say that I wouldn't be here now." That fall, Hohm 
had to supervise his cross country runners from the front seat of a car driven by an 
assistant coach rather than running along with them. But he worked himself back 
into running shape and continued to teach and coach. " A lot of people thought that 
would change me, but I would never let it do that," he said. "Nor did I leave my 
home. I'm a city person. I love this area." 

 
John plans to continue working weekends at Beak and Skiff Apple Orchards in    
LaFayette, where he drives a tractor that pulls wagons full of apple pickers out into 
the orchards. He's done that for 35 years. He also wants to play more golf, though 
he admits he is far less accomplished at that sport than running.  

(Condensed from an article by Nolan Weidner in syracuse.com) 

http://syracuse.com
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Two Nottingham Alums, Childhood Friends, 
Launch  

Saint Urban 
 

After more than two decades cooking in the kitchens of some of New York 
City’s finest restaurants, Jared Stafford-Hill ('94) decided it was time to 
return home. Stafford-Hill is the chef/sommelier of Saint Urban, a wine 
bar and restaurant in Syracuse’s Westcott neighborhood. Along with busi-
ness partner Damian Vallelonga ('94), 
the two transformed the space formerly 
home to the Taste of India restaurant, 
downstairs from Stout Beard Brewing 
Company, into a quaint, but sleek space 
built for both a glass of wine at the bar or 
a $39 three-course dinner that’s the back-
bone of the restaurant’s menu. The menu 
is small — three starters, three mains, 
three desserts, plus a short selection of a 
la carte “snacks” that range from oysters 
and charcuterie, to homemade pastas and grilled steaks. Offerings change 
weekly, which Stafford-Hill said will allow the kitchen to show off the 
best ingredients as they’re in season, as well as give regulars something 
new to try each visit. (Condensed from article by Jacob Pucci, syra-
cuse.com) 
 
Addendum: In December, the Post-Standard restaurant reviewer Jared 
Paventi rated Saint Urban Restaurant and Wine Bar in his top five restau-
rants for 2019. He said "Saint Urban is experiential dining at its best; the 
type of place you can lose yourself in the food and carefully-curated wine 
list, but close enough to reality where you can find your way home easily." 

Daniel Bagalwa and Janaye Gables are the 
first recipients of the  Mark Bucci Award 
for leadership, dedication and    athleticism 
while participating in Cross-Country and/or 
Indoor Track. This annual award is a     
scholarship set up by Steve Bucci ('88) in 
memory of his brother Mark ('86). 

First Mark Bucci Award Recipients 

Cont’d on pg. 10 

http://syracuse.com
http://syracuse.com


 10 

 

John Bartlett ('55), a gifted student at Nottingham 
High School, received numerous awards, served 
as the senior class president and was voted most 
likely to succeed. He also was a talented athlete 
and was the captain and quarterback of the      
football team. 
 
John graduated from Dartmouth in 1959 and from 
the SUNY Upstate Medical University College of 
Medicine in 1962. He is a preeminent authority in 
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), anaerobic 
pulmonary infections, community-acquired    

pneumonia, antibiotic resistance and bioterrorism through more than 500 
original papers, 330 book chapters, and 14 books.  
 
As president of the Infectious Diseases Society of America, Dr. Bartlett 
significantly shaped the direction of infectious diseases. Together with Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, a leading expert in HIV and the long-time director of the 
National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Bartlett developed 
HIV treatment regimens as co-chair of the Department of Health and   
Human Services Panel on Antiretroviral Guidelines for Adults and        
Adolescents from 1996 to 2013. Bartlett's Medical Management of HIV 
Infection, originally published in 1994 and now in its 18th edition, remains 
the definitive textbook on HIV clinical care.  
 
According to Dr. Fauci, "even though there are very few, if any, people in 
modern times who are world experts in as many areas of medicine, John 
Bartlett is one of the kindest, most gregarious people you will ever meet—
he has a way of making everyone around him feel comfortable. He also 
has an amazingly positive outlook on life—for him, life is a joy. He is a 
legend in the field of infectious diseases, but, above all, he is an outstand-
ing human being." 
 
A Master of the American College of Physicians, and member of the   
Institute of Medicine, Dr. Bartlett has received four career awards from 
the Infectious Diseases Society of America. He continues to be an extraor-
dinary investigator, clinician, and educator, even in his retirement years. 
 
[This is excerpted from an article by Petros C. Karakousis, MD, which 
appeared in the Spring 2019 issue of  The Pharos, a quarterly journal   
published by Alpha Omega Alpha honor medical society.] 
  

John G. Bartlett, MD 
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E.M. Mills Rose Garden in Thorden Park near Syracuse University 

Do you know 

where this is?
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Fifteen people attended the first brainstorming meeting. Those who  attend-

ed had diverse backgrounds in hospitals, home care, the medical device in-

dustry, nursing, pharmacy and the research and development community. 

Also in attendance were patient advocates. After considerable discussion, it 

was unanimously agreed to develop a committee which was eventually 

called the Bay Area Vascular Access Committee (BAVAC). Its primary 

goal was to “establish a collaborative effort through standardization of    

education, training, and research and development that would benefit       

consumers and healthcare professionals alike”.  

 

In 1987, BAVAC became BAVAN (Bay Area Vascular Access Network), 

and Suzanne served as President of the Founding Board of Directors for its 

first five years. By 1990 membership had grown to over 600, and in keeping 

with its original objectives BAVAN had held its first annual conference and 

began producing a newsletter.  

 

Membership continued to grow, with a significant number of the members 

outside the San Francisco Bay Area. Networks similar to BAVAN started in 

Orange County, California, (Orange County Vascular Access Network 

[OCVAN]) and Salt Lake City (Utah Vascular Access Network [UVAN]), 

followed by other areas of the country which expressed  interest in starting 

their own networks. It was at this time, after much consideration, meditati-

on, discussion, and trepidation, that the process of developing a   national 

organization was begun. 

 

A contest was held to name the new organization. BAVAN became 

“National Association of Vascular Access Networks" (NAVAN). In ensuing 

years NAVAN went through many growing pains and phases. It played a 

major role in raising awareness and promoting best practices in vascular 

access and development of VAD education, training, and advocacy. 

In November 2002, the NAVAN Board of Directors implemented a strategic 

planning process to better reflect the organization's worldwide focus. This 

initiated another name change, approved by membership ballot in 2003, and 

the organization became the "Association for Vascular Access" (AVA). 

 

Today, AVA boasts over 3000 members with networks in all 50 states, plus 

Canada, and partnerships in over 30 countries worldwide. AVA continues to 

expand and provide the focus necessary to promote excellence in the spe-

cialty and practice of vascular access. AVA’s membership is populated by 

doctors, nurses, respiratory therapists, researchers, educators, NPs, PAs, 
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patients, executives, manufacturers and others. AVA’s Mission:  Protect The 

Patient | Educate The Clinician | Save The Line.  

 

In the early 2000’s AVA created the "Herbst Award”, named for its 

founder, and it is the highest honor AVA bestows annually upon a member 

in recognition of outstanding contributions to the art and science of vascular 

access. 

 

This past October AVA celebrated its inaugural 

Vascular Access Specialty Day at its 33rd consecutive 

annual conference, held in Las Vegas. The date was 

October 5th and it is noteworthy as it happens to be 

Suzanne’s birthday. AVA’s Board of Directors had 

chosen this date as their way of further honoring 

Suzanne’s original Vision for vascular access. Two 

thousand of her closest friends and AVA members 

sang "Happy Birthday" to her while she was on stage 

at Caesars Palace Convention Center during the first-

ever Vascular Access Specialty Day.  

 

Suzanne stated “All of you [being] here is amazing and a testament to your 

commitment to vascular access.” Then, after receiving a bouquet and 

birthday cake from the current AVA President, Dr. Ken Symington, she 

added “You’re all champions, and to come here and want to learn more, 

you’re wonderful…I applaud you for what you do. Thank you so much for 

my birthday.” 

 

“Vascular Access Specialty Day allows us to recognize the dedicated indi-

viduals who safeguard the gateway to healthcare 

delivery in every setting,” AVA CEO Ramzy 

Nasrallah said. “Vascular Access Specialists are        

multidisciplinary, representing all facets of 

healthcare, working throughout the care continu-

um. Their work requires recognition.” 

 

AVA intends to celebrate the day annually moving forward, each with a 

different slogan. This year’s motto, “Improving Patient Outcomes, One    

Vessel at a Time” was coined by a competition of members and magnified 

by all attendees throughout Suzanne’s birthday celebration and the rest of 

the 4 day scientific meeting. 

 

Cont’d on page 14 
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“The inaugural Vascular Access Specialty Day was a great success” said 

AVA committee chair Chris Cavanaugh, adding “I can’t think of a better 

way to honor our founder, and at the same time call attention to the special-

ty that is Vascular Access. It is our hope that this day’s celebration can 

draw attention to and demonstrate the importance of having a Vascular  

Access Specialist in every hospital to ultimately improve patient outcomes.”  

 

While writing this article I became aware that last year’s Nottingham Con-

nection cover story was about another 1962 alum and classmate of 

Suzanne’s, Sister Ann Kendrick. I believe this is the first time that we’ve 

ever featured back to back years of the Connection with alums who were 

also classmates. Another fact that appeared was that they were each vice 

president of their graduating class. Sister Ann served in the fall semester 

and Suzanne served in the spring semester of their senior year and they 

were good friends during their high school years.  

 

During her Nottingham years Suzanne was very active and visible. Among 

other activities, she served as president of Bulldog Boosters, twirled her 

baton as head majorette and was voted most athletic her senior year. After 

graduation she pursued her interest in nursing and earned her RN degree at 

Syracuse’s own St. Joseph’s Hospital (RN 1965). She moved to San Fran-

cisco in 1967, where she met her husband, Gerhard Herbst. Traveling with 

him she had the opportunity to visit Germany and Austria, as his  employer 

was based there.  

 

They continued to reside in California and throughout the 1970s she worked 

for two different medical device companies, Riverside Research Institute 

and the ALSA Corporation. She assisted in the development of the Shaw 

Pump vs. gravity feed lines at Riverside and the long arm catheter, better 

known today as a Peripherally Inserted Central Catheter (PICC-LINE) at 

ALSA. While at ALSA and doing research for them at M.D. Anderson Can-

cer Center in Houston she actually placed the first PICC-LINE in a patient 

in the U.S. During her years of working for these two companies she lec-

tured about their products and traveled throughout the world while doing 

this.  

 

In the early 1980’s she was contracted to establish the first Hospice depart-

ment in Sequoia Hospital in Redwood City, near San Francisco, and then 

after a few years there she transitioned into providing Home Care services 

to the terminally ill with support from a few doctors and pharmacists. These 

activities ultimately lead to assisting AIDS patients and this is when the 

Vision came to her as to how best to serve these persons with improved 



 15 

 

VAD products and procedures. She then started down the path which led to 

what is now AVA. 

 

During the mid 80s and until the mid 90s she added several academic      

degrees to her portfolio, earning duel degrees at Santa Clara University (BA/ 

MA 1987) and finally her doctorate at ITP ( PhD 1993). Her thesis name: 

Spirituality: The Neglected Dimension in Healthcare. 

 

After 25 years in San Francisco, Suzanne moved back to Syracuse in the 

early 90s to assist her aging parents, while continuing to travel and lecture in 

support of AVA and her passion, vascular access. Today, she still resides 

here in her hometown and 9 years ago took a second chance on love and 

married her high school sweetheart, yours truly, Philip T. Stone, Class of 

1961.                                             

                             

 

Suzanne LaVere Herbst 

   Dated Approx. 2012 
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Nottingham Class of 1969's 50th Reunion 

by Marty Mindnich 
 

We gathered in Syracuse for our 50th Class Reunion on September 20 to 21, 
2019.  

Planning began with a Facebook Group page to gauge interest and publicize 
key milestones. We then created a special reunion website to announce specif-
ic details, dates, and deadlines, and to accept reservations. Additional website 
content included a continuously updated list of attendees, a digitized copy of 
the Bulldog 1969 Yearbook, dozens of photos organized into albums, and a 
special page honoring our deceased classmates.    

Friday evening, we gathered at Munjed’s Mediterranean Restaurant and 
Lounge on Westcott Street for a Meet & Greet. The expert staff presented a 
varied selection of appetizing Mediterranean cuisine in a casual atmosphere 
that turned out to be the perfect venue to get reacquainted with friends and 
fellow classmates. Although things have changed a lot since back in the day 
when it was called Lee’s Bar & Grill, we were pleasantly surprised to discover 
that the most important things have not changed: our dear friends. In addition 
to our 1969 fellow classmates, several friends of the class from the old 
neighborhood as well as members of other graduating classes dropped in to 
join the celebration. We spent several delightful hours reconnecting and 
catching up on the last 50 years. 

Saturday night we met at the Pascale Italian Bistro at Drumlins on 
Nottingham Road for another delightful evening of sharing stories and 
cherished memories of a more innocent time. The talented Pascale chef 
prepared an elegant dinner buffet that exceeded our already high expectations. 
The addition of a skillfully decorated cake in Nottingham blue and orange 
colors commemorated the 50th Reunion gathering of the Class of 1969 and 
became the focal point of our decorations. The reunion committee dedicated 
extra time to likewise ensure the room was creatively decorated in school 
colors with ornamental table centerpieces, and assorted high school 
memorabilia. Individual name tags honoring each of our deceased classmates 
tastefully adorned our memorial tree of lights near the center of the room; 
attendees were seen paying their respects throughout the evening. We miss 
them dearly.   

We were especially honored to share our 50th Reunion with two former Not-
tingham faculty members. Thelma Trotty (Social Studies) joined us on Friday 
night at Munjed’s, and Kathy Crouch (French) spent the evening with us on 
Saturday evening at Drumlins.  

      Cont’d on next page 
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Row 1 (at bottom):  Steven Tenenbaum, Derek Manier, Eric Biben, Amy Burdick, Marty   

Mindnich, Meg Brooks, Perry Galuppo, Sara Osborne Green, Phyllis Grummon, Dean Burns,   

Row 2: Lesley Bobby Llewellyn, Pym Mumford, Mary Richert Kabala, Suzanne Etherington, 

Nicky Greco Roberts, Kathleen Crouch, Dodie Huber, Carolyn Carter Schuk, Debbie Kilmer Toth, 

Susan Pack, Lewis Marks, Miriam Bashore, Peter Drescher, Joe Regan 

Row 3: Karl Schaak, Stephen Weinreb, Gary  Nemerow, Gene Manheim, Marcia Callenberger, 

Gail Rifkin, Walley Francis, Marty Heer, David Slomovic, Brad Gordon, Donny Barbano, Mark 

Perlman, Bonnie Goldstein Altman, Jeff Altman, Marti Rifkin  

Row 4: Rchie Hare, Mark Murray, Davis Lasner, Jan Barenholtz, Jeff Baskin, Mark Wolfe, 

Gary Falco, Ron Gentner, Brain LaLonde, Jerry Bodow, Marc Capelluto, Craig Kleinbeg, Ed 

Devine, Jeff Greenwald, Kevin Schopfer 

THANK YOU to Photos by Fine for this beautiful picture. 

The Reunion Committee members — Meg Brooks, Gary Falco, Mary      
Richert Kabala, Gail (Rifkin) Leess, Marty Mindnich, Sue Pack, Mark      
Perlman, and Joe Reagan — received a well-deserved round of applause at the 
close of festivities. Each devoted precious time, talent, and effort necessary to 
make our Golden Anniversary Reunion a complete success.  

We closed out our 50th Reunion with an impressive donation of $1000 to the 
Elmcrest Children’s Center on Salt Springs Road in Syracuse in memory of 
our deceased class members. Our donation stands as a fitting tribute to      
kindness, compassion, and selfless generosity which are   hallmark legacy 
traits of the Class of 1969. 
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Reunion Plans Changed Due to  
Covid-19 Pandemic 

 
Class of 1970: For the safety of our classmates and the     
success of our upcoming 50th reunion, our NHS Class of 
1970 has decided to celebrate our 51st reunion in 2021,  
specifically Friday, October 8 and Saturday, October 9. 
We're hoping we can still have the tour on Saturday, 
10/9/21. Look for details in next year's Nottingham Con-
nection. 
 —Carrie Penner carriepenner52@gmail.com  
 
 
The Class of 1955 and the Class of 1990 had also 
planned reunions for this June. Due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, they will have to be postponed to a later date.  
Contact persons for these classes: 
Marty Levine ('55) superheb@aol.com 
Vanessa Rose ('90) vcrose@gmail.com 

 
Nottingham Reunion, Class of '71 

  
Nottingham Reunion for the Class of 1971 has been set!  Mark 
your calendars for September 24-26, 2021. The main Saturday 
evening event, September 25, will be held at the Syracuse 
Downtown Marriott, formerly known as the Hotel Syracuse. Other 
activities, including a Friday evening meet and greet, and group 
tickets for a Syracuse University football game to be scheduled 
with details to be shared in the future. 
 
Contact person: Gary Feldman: garyfeldman1953@yahoo.com 

mailto:carriepenner52@gmail.com
mailto:superheb@aol.com
mailto:vcrose@gmail.com
mailto:garyfeldman1953@yahoo.com
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We’re looking at September of 2021 as maybe the best time for us all to 

celebrate our 60th  Birthday as NHS graduates, with possibly 10-11, 17-18 

or 24-25 as dates to consider.  

Jane Sheedy Stopher and Phil Stone are still here and we’re calling out to 

our classmates with this appeal to gather together in Syracuse next year. 

GO  BULLDOGS !!! 

 

Please contact Jane or Phil and let us know your preferences.  

Jane: email – jsstopher@msn.com   cell  (315) 447-8625 

Phil: email – philstone61@gmail.com  cell  (315) 472-5960 

NOTTINGHAM HIGH SCHOOL 

CLASS OF 1961 

60th REUNION ALERT 

1961 Quilt Square 

mailto:jsstopher@msn.com
mailto:philstone61@gmail.com
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Speech Given By 1950  
Class President John A. Beach 

at his 50th Reunion 
 

So are people asking you if you feel old? The best response I've heard is: 
"NO, goddammit, I don't feel like an old man. I feel like a young man with 
something the matter with him." 
      
Nancy Burns Benson asked me to talk about (and I quote her in full) "FIFTY 
YEARS OF CHANGE AND CHALLENGES; WE SURVIVED TO START 
A NEW MILLENNIUM". She also put it in writing—twice—that I was to 
talk briefly. I guess she worried that I might construe that too loosely, so she 
added in parentheses "15 minutes". Just like Andy Warhol. Well, Nancy, it's a 
narrow topic, but I guess I can stretch it out to 15. 
     
 Nancy was kinder than Miss Bush was in 1950. Miss Bush insisted I had to 
give a speech about "Our National Heritage", and she edited it with her char-
acteristic light touch. (She was the only person I ever met, male or female, 
who regularly pulled the big heavy desk back to her chair rather than moving 
the chair up to the desk.) She edited it into something even more boring than 
my original draft—no mean feat. Maybe it was 10 minutes; most people were 
nodding off by 5 or 6, and I may have been asleep myself by the end.  
      
Tonight I want to keep you awake by letting you remember those 50 years 
yourself. You remember 1950 in Syracuse. There was a real downtown with 
stores, restaurants, and movie theaters. Within three blocks on Salina St. we 
had Flah's—where Jean and Joan's father and uncle presided personally, every 
day—Addis Co., Dey Brothers, Kirtland's Stationery, Dave Bunis' marvelous 
Economy Book Store, Woolworth's with a bargain basement and a lunch 
counter, Chappell's, and H.J. Howe's jewelry. Across the street was E.W. Ed-
wards, Witherill's, Wells & Coverly. Some of them put the money into those 
little space capsule containers, and the Lamson Corporation's pneumatic tubes 
vacuumed them whoosh! to the office and then whoosh! back they'd clunk 
with the receipt and the change.  
     
Lincoln Auditorium in Central High School was the only real concert hall; but 
we had the Strand, the Empire, Keith's, Loew's State, and the Eckel— all 
downtown, all showing movies, and several of them booking stage shows too. 
Over on Warren Street you had a smorgasbord of sorts, starting with the lunch 
counter at Stoltz's drug store in the State Tower Building, then across the 
street to the Waldorf Cafeteria, then—if you passed up the Yates Hotel bar 
and restaurants to your left—you could either go into Leonard's in the Larned 
Building, or the breakfast and lunch counter in the University Building, or 
move on to the White Tower, or farther on to Meyer's Brass Rail. Remember 
the corned beef? Across the street was the Hotel Onondaga and the Travel 
Room, and across Jefferson from there was Zimmerman's, next to Harney's 
Men's Shop (later Kupperman's). But on to Schrafft's (where women we then 
thought to be "older" typically ate spare diet-conscious lunches, but finished 

Cont’d  on pg. 22 
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CLASS OF 1950 

LEFT TO RIGHT  
FIRST ROW:  
Ruth Schrader Rice, Connie Love Grant, Jean Flah Silber, Therese Sharpe Schoeneck, 
Jean Dale Haines, Ann Longley Barone, Maisie Colby Argondizza, Mary Sawyer Haswell,  
Virginia Sands Moseley, Joan Flah Sussman, Diane Rifkin Kirshtein, Ann Lines Simpson 
 
SECOND ROW: 
Suzanne Harrison Weinberger, Beverly Evans Fix, Margaret Kates Gillis, Barbara Frick McElroy, 
Joan Battelle Conine, Nancee Hauser Hughes, Nancy Burns Benson, Dorothy E. Kappesser, 
Katherine Sherwood, Marianne Krombach Kagan, Alma Oglebay More, Gloria Schmitz Roberts, 
Marilyn Schmelling Beck, Betty Loveland Heinze, Florence Greene Raulli,  
Sherry Retstrom Wright 
 
THIRD ROW: 
Barry R. Hill, Katherine Bogart Nemier, Beth LaMontagne Schalles, Mary Flavin McMahon, 
Caroline Howard McCarthy, George Ward, Greg Allen, Ann Denison Connor, Mary  Slingerland 
Goodfellow, Ann Tracy Burrows, Kayla Isaacs Goldstein, Fay Stoddard Thibeault, Diane Johnson 
Collins, Martha Otis Haggerty, Joan Dillon Schreyack, Berneice "Bunni" Powers Dain,  
Nancy Knapp McCarthy 
 
FOURTH ROW: 
Bob Hodge, Mary Lou Bishop Dopyera, Dottie Retan Irish, Donna Alexander Edgar, Bob  
Appleton, Harold Bristol, Dick Kenyon, Donnie Phillips, Hal Greenleaf, Dick Connell, Roger 
Reid, Dave True, Bob Anklin, Harm Pratt, Edward Alderman, Phil Falso, Tom Fox,  
Duane D. Noyes, Gene Kaplan 
 
TOP ROW: 
Julian Denslow, Bill Beall, David Birdseye, Phil Russell, Bob McAllister, Bob Coye, Eli Roth, 
Mel Fisher, Ed Richter, Dave Schoeneck, Bob O'Hearn, Dick Love, Dick Lewis, Ed Parent,  
John Beach 
 



 22 

 

up with hot fudge sundaes.) Finally to the Hotel Syracuse, where Mr. James 
Gilday, formerly of the Waldorf Astoria, managed a truly fine hotel. Like 
our youth, we didn't know what we had until we lost it. 
 
The parks were green and well kept. There was no Route 81 or 690 or Thru-
way. In DeWitt there was the Pig Stand, the Hotel DeWitt with its bar and 
bowling alleys, and the Orville Barbecue. Casey's was still Casey's. It hadn't 
yet metamorphosed into Walter White's, which was right where it should 
have been on Fayette and Columbus. Closer to Nottingham, across from 
Shapiro's Westcott Variety Store, Pop Welch's saloon sat right next to Wit-
tig's. Garfield's funeral home was down the street, across from the Harvard 
Theatre and the hardware store.  
     
Out at MacArthur Stadium, on a good night you'd see Hank Sauer, Jody 
Beeler, and Dutch Mele in the outfield, and maybe Mike Schultz or Millard 
"Dixie" Howell pitching. Dutch Mele was getting a little older, a little heavi-
er, and a little slower—you know probably in his 40's—but he could still hit 
a long ball and had a good arm. One night I saw him endure a lot of jeering, 
and when someone yelled "Go on back to the bush leagues, Dutch", he 
turned around and glowered, "Mister, I am in the bush leagues." An unwel-
come dose of reality for Central New Yorkers. 
      
Mike Schultz lived with his in-laws on my paper route. Also on the route 
were Sheppard Kopp, the druggist, and Irv Brickman, the lawyer, and his 
son Al. Also our classmate Steve Reiss, and Murray and Rose Bernthal of 
the Symphony. I remember some of the attractive females: Rose, Mike 
Schultz's wife, the Battelle sisters, Aureen Hart who married our late class-
mate Larry Naistadt, and Penny and Harriet Yonker. Joan Battelle is here 
tonight; her brother Kenny grew up to be Mr. Kenneth, hairdresser to the 
stars. 
      
Carrier Corporation, Brown Lipe Chapin, Killian, Lamson, Crouse-Hinds, 
Will & Baumer, Muench Kreuzer, New Process Gear, Hotel Syracuse, virtu-
ally all of the banks, L.C. Smith-Corona, even the newpapers—they and 
others make a long list of businesses that were then locally owned. As with 
the stores I already mentioned, the company names reflected people who 
actually lived in the community. All those employers are now either gone or 
owned and managed by corporations far away. 
      
The New York Central station was on Erie Boulevard. Today if you drive 
west along Interstate 690 you'll see life-sized papier mache statues out on 
the old train platform, hands outstretched and eyes  looking expectantly 
down the long-gone tracks, not comprehending that the Twentieth Century 
Limited, and now indeed the twentieth century, are gone forever. 
      
We all were born in the depth of Depression—the kind Prozac doesn't 
cure—and we grew up during a global conflict. World War II cured the De-
pression but killed our brothers and uncles and much of the irresponsibility 
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of our youth. (Not all the  irresponsibility, thank God, but much of it.) 
Mothers stayed home, and most fathers still lived with the mothers. 
Family income typically was in four figures; that's annually, not weekly 
or monthly. Harry Truman was President. Up on Piety Hill, William 
Pearson Tolley had already spent eight years pushing a collection of 
mostly undergraduate colleges into a real University, and was scram-
bling for the buildings and the money to match the vision. 
      
Nottingham was the best public high school in the county. It took over 
half the college scholarships, county-wide. We had a mix of very good 
teachers, mediocre teachers, and incompetent teachers. It was hard to 
know if Pat Kane, the Principal, knew the difference. But we had a mar-
velous cross-section of kids: everything from poverty to modest wealth, 
a little variety of colors, kids from the Onondaga County Orphans 
Home before its name was euphemized, Catholics, Jews, WASPS, athe-
ists. There were cliques, I guess, but I don't think they were along those 
lines. More likely they were along the lines of what junior high or even 
grade school you had come from—Charles Andrews, Ed Smith, or else-
where. I don't remember a really mean kid in the whole bunch. 
     
In those days a joint was where two angles of pipe or molding met. 
AIDS were people who helped people. We wore rubbers on our feet, for 
God's sake. Very few kids had cars, although I remember fondly Phil 
Russell's old red convertible. When I learned a while ago that he was 
the doctor/Major General prominently mentioned in the best-seller book 
"The Hot Zone", I bought it and read it and was surprised they were 
talking about the Ebola virus—I had assumed it referred to his old car. 
We were on the threshold of the greatest economic boom in the history 
of the world, mostly oblivious of its potential. We had no particular 
sense of entitlement—whether to things, or money, or influence, or 
power. It was well after our high school years that the Korean and Viet 
Nam wars shattered the American people's certainties about just causes 
and righteous wars. Certainly the activism starting in the 60s ended a lot 
of abuses and inertia in a society that had become overdue for reform. 
But we children of the Depression—we children of the more restrained, 
polite, deferential generation—were not in the vanguard. We hadn't 
even learned to be victims. And never having had much property our-
selves, we wouldn't have felt right about destroying property to make a 
political point.  
      
I had an interesting vantage point for the disruptions starting in the late 
60s, as an attorney for Syracuse University and also as special counsel 
to Cornell and Hamilton and others. Bullhorn and court injunctions in 
hand, I dealt at very close range with the activists. Not surprisingly, 
their motives were mixed, and their tactics often were a classic case of 
mob psychology. Individually, 90% of them were pretty good kids. 
      

Cont’d on pg. 24 
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But our high school days were a great time and place to be young, before our 
first car, first full-time job, first marriage, first heart attack. (Even before Ralph 
Nader was an investor.) I think we were lucky to be there. We are luckier still to 
have survived to be here tonight. Woody Allen was on to something when he 
said that success is insistence upon the superiority of the individual's moral 
stance over society's inertia. Most kids today would give their own speeches, not 
Miss Bush's, and they would be right—right to find their own voice earlier ra-
ther than later—because it's always later. In any event I don't think we were as 
involved, or as self-involved, or as angry, or as selfish. Lucky for us! 
      
I'll close by addressing term limits for the class presidency. It has been a do-
nothing job for over 50 years now, most recently thanks to Hal Greenleaf and 
Ginny Sands and a terrific committee of enthusiasts who have arranged all this. 
Our thanks to you all. Although I feel great, and fully expect to attend the 50 
year reunion of my SU class four years from now, some time after that you 
probably should think about term limits. There really should be a new class pres-
ident in 50 years, by 2050, for our second reunion. Tell him (or, more probably, 
her) she has 15 minutes. Mine's used up!  
 
Editor's note: The Nottingham Connection is very grateful to Susan Chase, 

daughter of Mary Slingerland Goodfellow, class of 1950, for donating all this 

wonderful material from that class for us to share here. 
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THE TEACHERS 
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Here is a way for Nottingham alums to enjoy the old  
neighborhood…… Ed Smith, the water towers, Barry 
Park, Meadowbrook Pond, Oakwood Cemetery.. .maybe 
the place you got your first kiss? 
 
Go to this link and find the virtual tours of several local 
trails with photos and descriptions. You can sit at home 
during these strange times OR come home and visit the 
old  
neighborhood using this as a guide! 
 
https://syruniv.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/

index.html?appid=035ecdd54ef24e8db39d78af2a0498c4  

Virtual tours for Those with Time on Their Hands 

 

Construction Project  Underway at Nottingham 

 

Nottingham is undergoing a renovation project which will take 
the next two years to complete. According to a construction 
worker from Stieglitz Snyder Architecture, the remodel consists 
of five phases, including the corridors, classrooms, stairs, and 
main lobby area, as well as some smaller areas around the school. 
A brightly constructed future lies ahead for Nottingham students!  

(Condensed from a school newspaper article by student Sadie 
Wildrick) 

https://syruniv.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=035ecdd54ef24e8db39d78af2a0498c4
https://syruniv.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=035ecdd54ef24e8db39d78af2a0498c4
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Last fall, Nottingham alum Annabel (Hine) Otts wrote several installments of 
"WE ARE SYRACUSE: Class of 2019" for Urban CNY. They included 
short profiles of exceptional 2019 graduates from each of the Syracuse high 
schools. She has generously allowed us to share with you what she wrote 
about the Nottingham students. 
Annabel's introduction: 
 
"This is a love letter from one city kid to the next generation of graduates from 
the Syracuse City Schools. This is a thank you card to all the adults who love, 
feed, teach, and coach these kids. This is a memo to the naysayers, that our 
kids are exceptional and that the future is bright and belongs to them. This is 
a celebration of the diversity and opportunity we have here, and the resilience 
of our children and community to overcome obstacles and take it all the way 
to the top. Congratulations to the class of 2019. Thanks for making us proud!" 
 
 
Emmaya Reed is a phoenix rising. A violinist who      
performed with Nottingham’s award-winning advanced 
band, and an aspiring psychiatric nurse, Emmaya has a 
talent for the performing arts and a passion for helping 
people. Emmaya is full of grit and determination and has 
pushed through every obstacle that tried to sink her in  
order to find her inner strength and pride as a strong black 
woman. 
 
As the only violinist in Nottingham’s advanced band,   
Emmaya helped the ensemble earn the prestigious “Gold” 
rating from the New York State School Music Association 
(NYSSMA) annual adjudication festival. "Emmaya’s work was particularly 
impressive because as the lone string player in a wind ensemble she had to 
learn music that was not designed for her instrument," said instructor Eric 
Petit-McClure. “She worked really hard to sound like part of our ensemble 
and blended herself in seamlessly. I enjoyed having her kind, caring, and in-
tense personality in the group. She was never shy to share her ideas and push 
students around her to be better." Emmaya also performed with the  
Nottingham orchestra and choir, and participated in the drama club. 
 
That kind and caring personality is driving Emmaya toward a career helping 
others, especially black and brown youth. “They don’t have a safe place,” she 
said. “I ain’t talking about ‘oh you a little snowflake.’ No, I’m talking about 
they see this stuff in the streets. They see their friends getting killed. They got 
PTSD. They need to have someone they can talk to. I want to be one of those 
people when I grow up who they can talk to, because this stuff is inside of 
them all the time. I just want to let them know you’re gonna be alright. We’re 
here for you. You ain’t gotta be alone in this. You ain’t gotta be hard or   
nothing like that.” 
 

Celebrating 2019 NHS Graduates 

Cont’d on pg 28  
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Emmaya is attending Onondaga Community College, and plans to   transfer to 
a four-year school to work towards becoming a Psychiatric Nurse Practitioner. 
She has volunteered at Crouse Hospital and Syracuse VA Medical Center.  
Emmaya learned first hand how crucial it is to have caring and relatable adults 
in helping professions. At the age of 13, she lost her mother and she struggled 
with depression. “It was a hard, hard road from middle school until now,” 
 Emmaya said. She credits her inner strength, a spiritual practice, and a caring 
teacher who made a powerful impact on her self image for turning her life 
around. 
 
Mrs. Elliot was one of a small handful of black teachers at Nottingham and 
created the district’s first African American History curriculum. “She really 
cares about the people of color youth in the Syracuse schools,” said Emmaya. 
“Mrs. Elliot taught me just to stop hiding myself. Stop hiding the fact that I 
talk a certain way, I am a certain way, and to love that part about me, and that 
it mostly had to do with me accepting I’m just a black woman here in America, 
and it’s not going to be an easy road. She helped me realize that I’m worth 
more than I think I am. She helped me be alright with not having my mom in 
my life, my sexuality, and all of that. I’m comfortable in my skin. I’m         
comfortable being a black woman, and I’m comfortable being me”  
 
Ana Kreidler-Siwinski is a star athlete, scholar, outdoor adventurer, and 

activist for social justice. As captain of the Syracuse City 
varsity swim team, Ana was a fierce competitor in the 100 
yard butterfly, NYSPHSAA Section III Class A finalist, 
and state qualifier. Ana also rowed for the city-wide varsity 
crew team, and they work during the summers as a canoe 
guide in the Quetico Park and Boundary Waters Canoe 
Area within Superior National Forest. 
 
It’s no surprise that Ana feels most comfortable in and 
around the water, and chose to study marine sciences at 
Stony Brook University. Ana hopes to find a way to use 
their education to combat climate change and pollution, and 
is also drawn to wildlife rehabilitation and youth wilderness 

education. In high school, Ana spent their spare time playing guitar, participat-
ing in the Nottingham chess club, juggling (figuratively and literally), and do-
ing lots and lots of homework. 
 
Above all, Ana feels their greatest accomplishment to date was being part of 
the student group which organized Syracuse’s March For Our Lives event in 
2018. In conjunction with similar demonstrations across the country and in 
solidarity with the students who survived the school shooting in Parkland, 
Florida, one month prior, several thousand Central New Yorkers marched 
about a mile from the Everson Museum of Art to the James M. Hanley Federal 
Building, where Ana and others spoke to the crowd: “Guns don’t think for 
themselves, we do, and we have to take responsibility, but we don’t think 
faster than the time it takes to pull the trigger, and we don’t think faster than a 
bullet flies, because once that bullet is let loose, there’s no taking back the 

https://www.stonybrook.edu/
https://www.syracuse.com/crime/2018/03/march_for_our_lives_cny_students_explain_why_they_protested_in_syracuse.html
https://www.syracuse.com/crime/2018/03/march_for_our_lives_cny_students_explain_why_they_protested_in_syracuse.html
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 consequences. Let’s end these unnecessary deaths, and use our voices to end 
the weak laws that put guns into the hands of the next generation of mass 
shooters. These are our lives at stake, worth more than rich ignorance or 
corporate greed, so let’s put our thoughts to actions, for peace.” 
 
Ana was proud that students from the city were able to work together with 
suburban students to tackle this issue and organize such a powerful event. “It 
was awesome to see the support,” they said. “Even when something terrible 
happens, it can bring people together.” Ana’s only regret was inadequate di-
versity along race and class lines among the organizers. Diversity is Ana’s 
favorite thing about Nottingham. “I like talking to students and seeing   
glimpses into their lives, culture, and history,” they said, adding that there’s 
always more work to do to fully integrate these groups and ensure everyone 
has a voice. Ana also co-organized Nottingham’s National Walkout Day event 
in tandem with similar events across the country, as well as the Town Hall for 
Our Lives event at Nottingham in 2018. 
 
Tysean Canada is a former basketball player from an 
athletic family who broke the mold to set aside sports 
and concentrate on academics. In 2018 when he was a 
junior, Tysean helped take the Nottingham varsity    
basketball team all the way to the NYSPHSAA Section 
III Class AA finals, where they lost by only four points. 
Although Tysean feels this was his greatest high school 
accomplishment, the 6 foot 5 inch tall athlete chose a 
different path in his final year of high school, devoting 
himself to intellectual pursuits. 
 
Along with great success came even greater challenges, 
and Tysean says junior year was the hardest part of his high school journey. 
Between three-hour practices and a heavy load of homework, he had a hard 
time finding balance or maintaining a social life. After some soul searching, 
Tysean knew he had a difficult choice to make. “In 12th grade I wanted to 
really focus on school, and make sure I got into all the colleges I wanted to,” 
he said. In some ways,  
Tysean wishes he made the decision sooner, and he encourages incoming 
freshman to take a hard look at their priorities. “If what you want to do is   
definitely what you want to do, pursue it 100 percent and put your all into it,” 
said Tysean. “And also don’t let that take you away from school because 
school is a key part. I wish I knew that coming in, because then other colleges 
would’ve probably been on my list, to say the least.” 
 
Tysean’s sacrifice paid off. He was a National Honor Society member and 
high honor roll student, meaning he maintained a grade point average above 
95%. Tysean was also a Le Moyne College Science and Technology Entry 
Program (STEP) scholar, a member of the National Society of Black           
Engineers (NSBE), and a Sigma Beta Club member. He will attend Syracuse 
University in the fall to study computer engineering. 

Cont’d on pg 30 

https://www.wrvo.org/post/syracuse-high-school-students-protest-gun-violence-part-national-walkout-day
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2018/04/08/syracuse-town-hall-for-our-lives-meeting.static%2523
https://spectrumlocalnews.com/nys/central-ny/news/2018/04/08/syracuse-town-hall-for-our-lives-meeting.static%2523
https://www.nhs.us/
https://www.lemoyne.edu/Academics/Programs-for-High-School-Students/STEP-Program
https://www.lemoyne.edu/Academics/Programs-for-High-School-Students/STEP-Program
http://www.nsbe.org/home.aspx
http://www.nsbe.org/home.aspx
http://sigmabetaclub.org/
https://www.syracuse.edu/
https://www.syracuse.edu/
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Stepping back from basketball also helped Tysean work through aspects of 
his background that he struggled with. “It helped me become more mature 
and deal with a lot of adversity,” he said. “Everyone has their trials and 
tribulations, it’s just about how you deal with them. My trial is really my 
father’s absence, and I kind of just deal with it because my mom is always 
there for me. She took his role I guess, and I prosper because of it.” As the 
baby of a large family, Tysean is very close with his siblings and lights up 
with pride when he talks about them. “My sister is about to become a doc-
tor,” he said. “My brother is a manager at Hertz right now; my other sister 
is about to become an English teacher; my other brother works at an engi-
neering firm in Rochester. Basically this life is a blessing, that’s all I can 
say.” 
 
 
Addison Simone is earnest and analytical, with a solid work ethic and ami-
able nature. A young man who approached high school with a clear goal, to 
prepare for college success, Addison has strategically taken advantage of 
the many opportunities available to him at Nottingham to move him closer 
to that goal. The greatest dividends, however, came when he allowed the 
environment to stretch him in ways he  couldn’t have foreseen. “When I 
came to high school, I sort of stuck with my friends,” he said. But when         

Addison found himself in classes full of unfamiliar 
faces, he was forced to form new connections    
outside his comfort zone.  
 
Participating in sports further expanded his hori-
zons, and he recommends the experience to incom-
ing freshmen. “Get involved in sports because it’s a 
great way to meet people in the community,”      
Addison said. “]In school] there are clicks and 
groups of people, all separated. Doing sports is a 
great way to sort of erase those boundaries. Volley-
ball is a districtwide team, so I got to meet so many 

new people that I’m friends with now. I’m friends with so many people 
from so many different backgrounds. It’s awesome. I feel like diversity is a 
big advantage to grow up with because you get to go into the world know-
ing all these different cultures and being exposed to it, and already knowing 
how to adapt to other people’s values. If you’re in a suburban school where 
it's majority white and everyone has the same views, you’re not being chal-
lenged, you’re not thinking of things differently. In an urban school you 
have to think of things differently, there’s a wider view of things.” 
 
Addison played volleyball, tennis, soccer, and spike ball during high 
school. He also participated in Nottingham’s robotics team and drone    
racing club, worked as a lifeguard in the Syracuse city pools, took part in 
the National Honor Society, and volunteered in the community through 
Nottingham Key Club and his church. This fall, Addison began the college 
career he has worked so hard to prepare for, at the University at Albany, 

http://www.syracuse.ny.us/Parks/aquatics.html
https://www.nhs.us/
https://www.albany.edu/
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studying homeland security and cyber security. “I’ve always been          
interested in computer science and the computer hardware field,” Addison 
said. He built his first computer in eighth grade and has been working to-
wards his college journey ever since. Addison is graduating with 47      
college credits from the Syracuse City School District’s partnership with 
Syracuse University Project Advance (SUPA), which offers college      
classes to SCSD students free of charge. Addison’s SUPA classes included 
entrepreneurship, finance, forensics, physics 101 and 102, United States 
history 101 and 102, and calculus. Addison also took three SUNY College 
of Environmental Science and Forestry courses through the college’s part-
nership with Nottingham. “I really enjoyed those classes, especially the 
writing and public speaking classes because you really got to interact with 
the college,” Addison said. He feels the classes prepared him for college-
level writing and presenting, and he also enjoyed traveling to SUNY-
ESF’s Newcomb Campus in the Adirondacks to camp and work on his 
writing. 
 
 
Amirah Downing is a powerhouse. She’s loyal, self driven, gives a thou-
sand percent to all her endeavors, and will succeed at anything she puts her 
mind to. Amirah achieved honor roll for every marking period throughout 
her high school career, and was accepted to the University of Pittsburgh. 
 
As a member of the Nottingham varsity track and 
field team, Amirah threw a shot put 30 feet, 9 inches 
and a discus 53 feet, 10 inches. She won first place 
in shot put at the Syracuse City Track & Field 
Championships, and seventh in discus. Amirah plays 
the flute and helped the Nottingham wind ensemble 
earn the prestigious “Gold” rating from the New 
York State School Music Association (NYSSMA) 
annual adjudication festival. 
 
Of all Amirah’s accomplishments, she’s most proud 
of her own personal development. “My greatest  
accomplishment is understanding who I am and what I want in my life, 
and finally knowing my limits, strengths, and weaknesses,” she said. “I 
eliminated any negativity or toxic people in my life, and I now know I’m 
very self-driven and a high achiever.” 
 
But the road hasn’t always been smooth, and Amirah had to walk through 
fire to get to where she is now. “I used to get bullied,” she said. “I saw a 
lot of things that a child shouldn’t see.” Amirah fell in with the wrong 
crowd and began participating in the kinds of behaviors and pastimes they 
were doing. Some key adults intervened in Amirah’s life, and helped her 
find her inner strength to channel her energy into achieving her goals and 
building a future. 

Cont’d on pg  32 

https://supa.syr.edu/
https://www.esf.edu/
https://www.esf.edu/
https://www.esf.edu/newcomb/
https://www.pitt.edu/
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The late Curtis McDowell played a major role in that transformation. 
McDowell was a Nottingham graduate and local hip hop artist, who worked 
as a Family Support for Student Success (FSSS) specialist at   Nottingham. 
He passed away suddenly in March of this year, a loss that is felt deeply at 
school and throughout the community. In his role at Nottingham, McDowell 
collaborated with students and families struggling with behavior problems 
and other issues that academic success. He made an impact on  Amirah’s 
life she will never forget. “Curtis was like a father to me,” she said. “Then 
he passed, and I still love and miss him. My latest decision was enlisting 
into the Army National Guard and he helped me realize that if I want some-
thing, then get it. He told me to not live for someone else, and I listened to 
him. Because of him, I came to my decision. He cleared my mind and I 
never got the chance to tell him thank you for helping me. So I want to say 
thank you. Thank you for being like a dad to me.” 
 
In August, Amirah went to basic training at Fort Jackson in South Carolina. 
When she returns, she will work full time in the Guard and attend the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh. 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: It has been uplifting and inspiring to read the  

biographies of these  talented, driven, intelligent, compassionate, 

and  hard working  students. May they all be an inspiration to us 

and the students who follow in their footsteps at Nottingham High 

School. 

https://www.syracuse.com/news/2019/03/syracuse-hip-hop-scene-mourns-death-of-rapper-curtis-tall-bucks-mcdowell.html
https://www.nationalguard.com/
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Susan Deal, class of 1966, passed away on October 10, 2017. However, none 
of us learned of her passing until much later. 
 
Susan was everyone's friend. I never heard 
her speak ill of anyone in our class. She 
was able to gracefully span all the differ-
ent groups that made up NHS in those 
years. 
 
My first memory of Susan was walking on 
Meadowbrook Drive after school. She 
suggested that we try out for cheerleading. 
Now I would have loved to try out for 
cheerleading. I loved sports and being part 
of the crowd. Unfortunately, I couldn't 
even do a cartwheel. And one of the most 
competitive activities for girls at that time 
was cheerleading. Susan did try out, won a 
spot and eventually became head cheer-
leader through her own determination and 
perseverance. 
 
We kept in touch sporadically during our adult lives. Susan was a true Renais-
sance person. She led an adventurous life. She described herself as a media 
person and writer. Early on she worked in Hawaii. Returning home, she was 
the first "weather girl" at WTVH as well as working for WFBL and the  
Christian Science Monitor. Back to California to study acting, then to New 
York City. As a freelance comedy writer, she invented "Stupid Human 
Tricks" for Late Night with David Letterman. Later, she worked in a Christian 
Science nursing home, and acted as an administrative executive for a        
symphony in Connecticut. Periodically, she returned to Syracuse, always  
pursuing interesting jobs. Going west again, she worked for the Sundance 
Film Festival while living in Salt Lake City, and finally resided in Laguna 
Hills, California. 
 
The last time I saw her was at our 50th reunion: still the same Susan, bubbling 
with personality and positive attitude, always interested in the person or per-
sons she was talking to. 
 
At our 20th reunion, she said that her favorite memory of Nottingham High 
School was having Pat Kane tap her on the shoulder for dancing too close. 
Her least favorite memory was the day President Kennedy was shot. 

Susan Deal: A Personal Memory 
       by Karen Uplinger ('66)  
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“Coming up with a list of Central New York's 100 greatest athletes wasn't 
easy. We emphasized the athlete's performance in high school, but we also 
considered an athlete's success as an adult. These stars played in the Super 
Bowl, World Series and Olympics. We also factored in how that person 
impacted his or her sport — on and off the field. This final list shows the 
amazing skills, accomplishment and range of high school sports here. City 
and rural schools, multi-sport stars and specialists, longstanding families of 
athletes and a recent immigrant to the U.S. Athletes who played only for 
the joy of it and those who earned millions of dollars from their game.” 
 
These are the athletes on the list who were graduates of Nottingham: 
 
Athlete No. 2:  Dorsey Levens ('89) — football and basketball. Levens 
rushed for more than 3,000 yards in his high school career and was a Pa-
rade All-American his senior year. In basketball, Levens was a three-time 
all-state selection who scored 1,472 career points and helped lead the Bull-
dogs to a state Class B title in 1987. He went to Notre Dame to play foot-
ball but transferred to Georgia Tech after an injury cut short his sophomore 
season. A fifth-round draft pick by Green Bay, Levens played for 11 NFL 
seasons and appeared in three Super Bowls. 
 
Athlete No. 9:  Felisha Legette-Jack ('84) — basketball. Playing for 
legendary coach Willetta Spease, Legette-Jack (then Legette) was a force 
inside as a scorer and rebounder. Legette-Jack was part of two state 
championship teams (1981, 1984) at Nottingham. She was named a Parade 
All-American. Legette-Jack continued her career at Syracuse University, 
where she left in 1989 as the program's all-time scorer (1,526 points) and 
rebounder (927). She went into coaching and is now head coach at the 
University of Buffalo. 
 

In  April of 2019 The Syracuse Post-Standard Listed 

 "CNY'S 100 Greatest Athletes of All Time,  in Order" 
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Athlete No. 40: Tori DeSilvia ('93) —swimming. DeSilvia set national 
age-group records at ages 12 and 13 and began competing for the Notting-
ham varsity in junior high school. She still holds or shares state records 
set in 1992 in the 100-yard breaststroke and 200-yard individual medley. 
She was a freshman in high school in 1990 when she appeared in a Sports 
Illustrated "Faces in the Crowd" item after she set two state records in the 
100-yard butterfly and 100-yard breaststroke. Tori swam collegiately at 
Tennessee from 1996-98 where she earned All-American honors 14 times, 
including seven individual events. 
 
Athlete No. 43: Crystal Starling ('98) —basketball. Starling played varsi-
ty basketball beginning in seventh grade for the Bulldogs and legendary 
coach Willetta Spease. Starling scored 2,052 points, at the time a Section 
III record. She averaged 23.9 points her senior season and was named the 
All-CNY Player of the Year. She went to Virginia Tech and left school 
with 1,340 career points. Crystal played three professional seasons in Eu-
rope. 
 
Athlete No. 52: Doug Swift ('66) —football. After starring on the offen-
sive and defensive lines for the Bulldogs and making All-City in football, 
Swift attended Division III Amherst College where he developed into an 
outstanding linebacker. After college he was signed by the Miami Dol-
phins where he became a starting linebacker. In six NFL seasons Swift 
played in two Super Bowls, one of which was with the 1972 team which 
went 17-0 and remains the only NFL team to win a Super Bowl and finish 
a season undefeated. After retiring from football he attended medical 
school and now works as an anesthesiologist. 
 
Athlete No. 74:  Keith Moody ('71) — football. He was an All-State se-
lection as a running back and defensive back at Nottingham. He attended 
Syracuse University and played defensive back for the Orange (1973-75). 
After SU, Moody played professionally for the Buffalo Bills and Oakland 
Raiders. He was a member of the Super Bowl XV champions in Oakland. 
Keith still holds Bills records for punt returns for TDs in a season (three) 
and longest punt return (91 yards). 
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From the Mailbag 

From Marjorie Hammer: My mother, Jeanne Frank Hammer, was a Not-
tingham alum (class of 1946? - I believe she was in the same class as 
Quentin Kopp), as were all of her 4 children and many of her grandchil-
dren. Sadly, she passed away in December 2018, after a gradual four-year 
decline from dementia at the age of 90. Her sister (my aunt), Honre Frank 
Gittelman, asked that I submit her obituary to The Nottingham Connection. 
Thank you for the work you do keeping Nottingham grads connected. 

From Ira Hoffman ('76):  I'm writing in response to the request in the 
Spring 2019 newsletter for alumni feedback. I like the current focus of the 
Nottingham Connection - there's a good mix of current new and infor-
mation on alumni, including alumni events. To the best of my knowledge, 
the class of '76 does not have an active alumni group. However, I haven't 
lived in Syracuse since I left for college in the fall of 1976, so I may be 
wrong. If there is an alumni group for the class of '76 I'd very much like to 
be connected with it. I am certainly available for the discussion you've de-
scribed. I'm retired, which means my timing is typically wide open 
(although I do have some volunteer activities which take up some time.) I 
do not currently receive the annual newsletter, but I'd like to. Sending it via 
email would be best. Thank you. 

From Joseph M. ("Joe") Belth ('47): Thanks so much for your 2019 is-
sue. You folks do a great job, and we appreciate it. I have been in touch 
with a few classmates in recent years, but would like to hear from more of 
you. The love of my life, Marge (Marjorie Lavine) Belth ('51), and I have 
resided in Bloomington, Indiana for 57 years. I retired from active teaching 
at Indiana University in 1993, but am still blogging at wwwjosephm-
belth.com. I was saddened to learn on August 18 about the death of Carol 
Jeane (Menapace) Clise ('47). She passed away August 9 at age 90. I heard 
about it from her daughter, Barbara Clise, who knew Carol and I had corre-
sponded in recent years, when Carol was living North Carolina. A great 
photo of Carol is in the front section of our Yearbook because she was 
class treasurer. (My photo was back among the ordinary class members.) 
Carol and I never got well acquainted in school, but she wrote to me after 
something I said in the 2016 edition of the Connection, and we kept in 
touch after that.  

From Elizabeth Stillman Kirkland ('46): To keep the Nottingham Con-
nection up to the "younger" classes, I'm enclosing the names of two mem-
bers from the class of 1946 that recently died. (She sent info on Corinne 
Wiemeier Knickerbocker and Betty Ruth Scott Culbertson.) I enjoy reading 
all your news. I've never seen the "new" Nottingham, but I can picture 
where it is since I was only a block from Charles Andrews and know all the 
areas around.  

http://wwwjosephmbelth.com
http://wwwjosephmbelth.com
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From Welton M. Gersony MD ('49): It is a pleasure to read the newsletter. 
It is remarkable  that you are able to put this together regarding a high 
school.. It is more impressive than what I receive from my college and med-
ical school. I am attaching some material about my background for your 
records of alumni activities. A more detailed CV is available if you would 
like. In addition, there is now a lectureship in my name at SUNY. Again, 
congratulations! I am mailing a donation today. 
   
From Nick O'Neill ('04) (in response to the request for feedback in the last 
newsletter): I really enjoy hearing about what Nottingham is like these days, 
especially cool/exciting/interesting things current Nottingham students are 
accomplishing. Additionally, I enjoy hearing about Nottingham alumni in 
the news. (As for a class alumni group): Not really. We had a 10th year re-
union five years ago, but haven't heard anything since then. I certainly am in 
touch with people from my class though! I don't live in the area, but am 
happy to take surveys like this one or correspond by email! 

From Pat McCarthy ('44): Life is great, live it to the fullest. It is hard to 
believe next year will be 76 years since my graduation. I owe a lot to Not-
tingham as I was a real quiet kid when I arrived at Nottingham. The next 
summer people were saying how I had changed in a good way — a more 
outgoing person, a Big Difference. Education was the best, at a Class 
school. It is hard to believe I'll be 94 next April, married 72 years to Patricia 
who also will be 94. We are doing fine at home. Love to garden and play 
tennis and enjoy my great family.  

From Social Studies teacher Peter Sterpe: I am writing to you to express 
my gratitude for the generosity that you have shown my students and me by 
funding the purchase of a new map for our classroom. As alumni of Not-
tingham High School and the Syracuse School 
District you understand the difficulties we some-
times face in providing the newest and best mate-
rials for our students to use. Generous gifts such 
as yours go a long way towards helping us bridge 
the financial gap that our schools face in     
providing these materials. This map will allow 
me to incorporate more map skills into my les-
sons. I plan to primarily use it as a tool to allow students to demonstrate the 
mapping and geography skills in an interactive manner in front of the class. 
These skills are an extremely important part of teaching Social Studies. That 
means the map you have generously funded will be front and center in my 
classroom for years to come. Thank you again for your support!  

From Special Ed/English teacher Jodi Burnash: Sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for funding a printer for our Special Ed Department. And for 
your continued support of our staff and students here at Nottingham, we 
thank you! 
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More from the Mailbag 

From English teacher Maureen DeChick: Thank you for the grant to buy 
"Speak" and "The Odyssey" for my students. They love accessing the sto-
ries through the graphic novels. 

From Special Ed/Living Environment teacher Colleen Evans: I would 
like to thank you for the grant I have received for my classroom. I can not 
tell you enough how much the extra money helps in buying materials for 
various activities and learning experiences in my class, for the various 
learning abilities of my students! Thank you again! 

From Living Environment/Environmental Science teacher Rebekah 
Farrell: Thank you so much for the generous contribution to and support 
of my ENL (English as a New Language) Living Environment and Envi-
ronmental Science classes. I've already started implementing the new in-
structional materials and supplemental resources and my ELLs (English 
Language Lerners) are responding with renewed interest and engagement! 
I am confident these new materials will continue to enhance my instruction 
and allow my students even greater access to the curriculum, thereby 
providing additional opportunities for them to reach their full potential. 
Thanks again! 
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                           TREASURER’S REPORT 2019 

    
 

 Balance on 12/31/2018 …………………….$ 7,833.60 
 
 Total Donations in 2019 …………………...…7,325.21 
 
 Publishing/Mailing Expenses 2019 ………... 1,153.68 
 
 Other Expenses 2019 ………………………..   716.55 
  (2019 NHS yearbook, computer assistance,  
   ink, office and meeting supplies, bank  
   account charges) 

 
 Grants to Teachers 2019  …………..  2,277.30 
 
 Total Expenses 2019……………………….  ...4,147.53 

 
 Balance on 12/31/2019 …………………….$11,011.28 

 

Reminder: All donation checks should be made out to       
Nottingham Connection, as we have our own account with a 
local commercial bank. This will ensure a correct deposit. 
(We are not a tax-exempt organization, but this does not have 
a major impact on our expense account.) 
 
Mail to:   
The Nottingham  Connection,  
3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13224.             
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We thank the following for their donations to               

The Nottingham  Connection. Donations are used       

primarily to pay for publishing and mailing                  

The Nottingham Connection, and secondarily to support  

teacher grants and current projects at  Nottingham High School                                     

DONATIONS from Our ANGELS 

Patrons   ($26 - $100) 

Benefactors  (over $100) 

Michael Steiner 
Lou Kleiman 
Cynthia Rice 
Russell Steenberg 
Nancy Andrews 
Laurence Sarkin   
Phillip Stone    
Dorothea Theodore 
Eleanor Theodore 
Edward Fasula 
 

Martha Williams     
 Thompson 
Marge Deutsch Glowa, 
in memory of   William 
"Bill" Carson 
 
Marlene Sallerson, in 
memory of her  husband 
Bill Lowe 
     
 

Karen Stoutenburg Kniffin 
Dr. Larry Novak 
Martha Gabriel Lange 
Eugene Hares 
Cynthia Cassel Phillips 
Dr. Morris Torres 
Sherine Levine 
Helga Spaulding 
Dianne Kirschstein 
Terri Gerber 
Tally Burrill Gwynn 
Richard Strauss 
Grace Flusche 
Scott Shiffner 
Phillip Goldberg 
Flora Evans Wiltse 
Hon. Quentin Kopp 
Nancy Boise Hallock 

Todd Laidlaw 
Lois Menter Zachary 
Judith Pederson 
Murray Sarkin 
Joe Belth 
Laurence McNabb 
Phebe Baner Novakovic 
Elaine Rensin Rubenstein 
Marilyn Zaleon 
Carol Graham Borthwick 
Ellie Berg Hayman 
Dr. Welton Gersony 
Eleanor Jones Krimer-
man 
Dr John Richert 
Michael Scheer 
Ann Prowda 
Lisa Joseph Rothman 

Norene Condon 
Roger Reid 
Soralyn Jerome Petina 
Marvin Simner 
Carolyn Kosoff Ingleson 
Mark Soufleris 
Dr. Arnold Derwin  
Bob Zucker 
Robert Streeter 
Rudolf & Dorothy Graf 
David Wright 
Janet Clark Cubito 
Elizabeth Hain 
Marty Levine 
Patrick McCarthy 
Zeevia Besdin Jaffa 
David Geurtsen 
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Supporters  ($11 - $25)  

Friends  ($5 - $10)  

Karen Pearson 
Sherine Levine 
Marilyn Steinberg 
Marilyn Manheim 
Hal McGrath 
Arlene Fox Kellogg 
Larry Wallace 
Judie Cynkus Rice 
Joe Cynkus 
Terry Cargan 
Danielle Mercado 
David Moyer Luebbermann 
Renee Lipson Lustick 
Elizabeth Nesbitt 
Anne Harter Holzwarth, in 
memory 
     of her sister Carol Jean 
Ronco 

Maxine Finkelstein Jaffe 
William Scully 
Marsha Roberts Glatter 
Anita Thomas Moshonas 
Neil Glickstein 
Ed & Pam Ryan 
Susan Wells 
Virginia Devvey 
Marion Kuritz 
Karen Poushter 
Alice Kanthor Salita 
Kathy Rybin Sparrow 
Dr. Hugh Fulmer 
Dr. Bruce Seidberg 
       & Judy Raichlin Seidberg 

Jill Bastable 
Lynne McCormick 

Daniel Harris 
Carol Sorkin 

Dr. Murray Osofsky 
Wallace Phillips 
Carole Hoffman 
Robert Stanton 

Linda Ryen 
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NOTTINGHAM CONNECTION                                       

TEACHER GRANTS 2019 

 
STAFF/TEACHER   PURPOSE 
 
Tom Little, Maureen DeChick,  Social Studies Services & 
Sean Martin, Heather Moses  APA - publications: 
     psychology, multicultural  
     studies, economics, 
     U.S. history, & historical  
     maps. 
 
Coleen Evans    Special Ed/Living Environ -
     ment - water garden/fish tank, 
     science kits/supplies for  
     hands-on activities, posters. 
     Partial funding) 
 
Rebekah Farrell    Living Environment/ 
     Environmental Science -  
     Science curriculum kit & lab 
     membership. 
 
Jodi Burnash    Special Ed/English - printer, 
     protection plan, usb  
     connection cord, ink cart- 
     ridges (for sensitive paper 
     work/document privacy.) 
 
Peter Sterpe    Social Studies - world outline 
     map w/spring roller mount 
     ing, wet/dry erase (for stud-
     ents' hands-on learning.) 
 
Maureen DeChick   English/English 9 - replace-
     ment of graphic novel copies 
     of "Speak" and "The Odys-

     sey" (12 copies each.) 
 
 

TOTAL: 6 GRANTS      $2,277.30 
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  Hey, Alums!   
Do you have memories of, or anec-

dotes about, your years at Nottingham 
HS that you would like to share?  Have 
you had interesting experiences in the 
years since?  We would love to hear 
from you.  Send your     recollections/
thoughts/narrative to our email 
adress: 

 nottalum@hotmail.com with  
“From the Mailbag” in the Subject line 

mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
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Nottingham in the News 2019 
 

Gleaned from the Pages of the Syracuse  

Post Standard and Other News Sources 

1/20  Syracuse city school officials say they are already working on plans 
to revamp three of the 10 schools the state has identified as being among 
the lowest performing schools in New York.  In addition to looking at 
student English and math test scores, the state now ranks schools based 
on science exams, absenteeism, progress of English language learners, 
and student career and college readiness. Nottingham High School is 
among the struggling schools. The District will work with the state to 
develop improvement plans for the 7 schools (besides the three schools 
which are going to be replaced by new schools with other 
strategies). Each of the 7 underperforming schools will get an additional 
$25,000 from the state to help pay for improvements. 
 
1/22  Alum Benjamin Burtt ('66), was nominated for this year's Acade-
my Award in Sound Editing for the movie "Black Panther". 
 
1/22  Nottingham juniors in Mr. Little's and Mr. Martin's classes re-
cently visited the Skä-Noñh Great Law of Peace Center, where they 
learned about the culture of the Haudenosaunee (Iroquois), the People of 
the Longhouse prior to and following the arrival of the Europeans. Stu-
dents were led through the museum and French fort exhibit by tour 
guides provided by the Onondaga Historical Association. 
 
1/24  Three Nottingham alums—Damian Vallelonga, Zack Bloomer 
and Brendan Rose—plan to build a four-story building on Westcott 
Street that would add more retail space and smaller apartments to the 
neighborhood. The project, called Westcott Remix, involves the building 
and parking lot now home to Dorian’s Pizza & Deli. Dorian’s owner 
plans to move back in to the new building, though with a different restau-
rant concept. In the end, the developers say, the $7 million project would 
add about 32 much-needed smaller apartments to the area. It would create 
5 times the amount of commercial space now available on that stretch of 
Westcott. And it would restore store fronts to that section of Westcott 
Street, bringing the retail space back out to meet the sidewalk as it was 
decades ago. The developers expect to present their project to the city’s 
Board of Zoning Appeals and Planning Commission later this month. 
 
1/25  Nottingham's English as a New Language (ENL) Leadership Group 
wanted to help boost attendance at the school's family engagement 
events, so they took it upon themselves to help record robot calls to fami-
lies promoting the event - in other languages! The students,               
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Bibek Siwakoti, Beh Wah, Daniel Jibu, Tamara Ayala Diaz and Nidaa 
Arab recorded messages in Nepali, Karen, Swahili, Spanish and Arabic. 
 
1/31  The Syracuse City School District's graduation rate dropped slightly to 
58.3% in 2018, down from 60.5% in 2017. Among the state's "Big 5" dis-
tricts, Syracuse had the second lowest graduation rate. Rochester had the 
lowest rate, at 53.5%.The graduation rate statewide in 2018 was 80.4%, up 
slightly from 80.2% in 2017. The rates represent the percentage of students 
who graduated in June 2018. The number, however, understates the Syra-
cuse district's graduation rate as it has a large number of students who grad-
uate in August. Including those students pushes the Syracuse district's over-
all 2018 graduation rate to 63%, down slightly from 64% from 2017. 
 
2/5  Nottingham High School students recognized in this year’s Scholastic 
Art Awards: 
Madeline Fiato, Gold Key (photography); Greg Hartman-Souder, Honor-
able Mention; Brandan Meyer, Honorable Mention. Their teacher is  
Christina Ferlenda. 
 
2/7  Toyota High School Athlete of the Week is Nottingham's Mazi Jackson. 
Nottingham knocked off a powerful West Genesee team 75-70 in Syracuse 
on February 5th behind 34 points from sophomore Mazi Jackson. Jackson is 
averaging 18 points per game and has hit 20 or more points six times so far 
this season.  
 
2/7  Three student athletes were recognized at the 18th annual scholar ath-
lete dinner sponsored by the CNY Chapter of The National Football Foun-
dation. Among them was Nottingham's Has'zahn Grimes, awarded the 
National Football Foundation Scholar Athlete Award. All three students 
received a $500 scholarship in recognition of their athletic and academic 
achievements.  The event was held at the Turning Stone Casino and all of 
the young men were dressed in tuxes and their school colors. To be awarded 
this scholarship the student athlete must have a grade point average of at 
least 3.2 on a 4.0 scale, have outstanding football ability as a first team 
player and have demonstrated strong leadership leadership and citizenship. 

    Has'Zahn Grimes 
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Nottingham in the News cont’d 

2/8  Tim Vanable was again selected via audition for the 2018-19 All-
County Senior Jazz Ensemble on guitar.  The music department is 
extremely proud of his hard work and dedication.  The group will perform 
on Saturday, April 27th at Pine Grove Middle School. 
 
2/21  Senior High All-County performers featured Nottingham High stu-
dent Lucy Skidmore (orchestra). Junior High All-County performers 
included chorus singers Luis Menendez, Yasmine Kanaan and Andreia 
Krantz, also from Nottingham. 
 
2/28  Two Nottingham seniors became US Citizens. Congratulations to 
Sotho Mohamed Hassan, formerly of Somalia, and Say Yao Paw, 
formerly of Taiwan, for being sworn in as United States citizens at the 
Naturalization Ceremony on February 28, 2019. Hassan and Paw, both of 
whom are seniors at Nottingham High School, were two of the 46 
candidates from 24 countries who were sworn in by the Hon. Andrew T. 
Baxter at the United States District Court, located at the James M. Hanley 
Federal Building in downtown Syracuse. 
 
2/13  InterFaith Works of CNY honors Karen Calenzo, Sheena Solomon 
and Mookpolo Wait with its 2019 Racial Justice Awards. Recipients of 
the Racial Justice Award are Central New York residents whose passion 
and skills have produced change or have contributed toward change in 
ending racial injustice and promoting social equity. Calenzo, who taught 
at Nottingham for 27 years, received the Lifetime Achievement Award. 
She served as a program coordinator for the InterFaith Works El-Hindi 
Center for Dialogue for nine years before retiring in 2018. She has 
dedicated a large part of her career to bringing people together to address 
racism and building bridges of understanding in the Central New York 
community. 
In addition to being instrumental in developing the dialogue program col-
laborations between Nottingham and F-M high schools and InterFairth 
Works, she facilitated Nottingham's connections to the Central NY Com-
munity Foundation's Youth in Philanthropy program, and the Federal 
Character Education Grant project "Community of Caring." 
 
2/28  Senior Has’zahn Grimes has been accepted at the US Military 
Academy. He has always wanted to be in the Army, and has had his sights 
set on West Point since his sixth grade Dean – a West Point graduate – 
told him about his experience there. After a recommendation from 
Congressman John Katko and a tedious yearlong application process, 
Has’zahn has been accepted. “It hasn’t sunk in yet that I’ve been accepted 
into my dream college,” Has’zahn said. “I’m looking forward to the inten-
sity of the program; I plan to pursue defense and strategic studies.” 
Has’zahn was also recently selected as a Scholar Athlete and received a 
$500 scholarship, which he said will contribute to his deposit at West 
Point. “I’m not the best athlete, but it was nice to be recognized for my 
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athletic achievements,” he said. “There are so many teachers here at Not-
tingham who have played a big role in helping me succeed, and I really 
appreciate all of them!” 
 
3/6  Students from ELMS, Grant, Corcoran, Nottingham and PSLA at 
Fowler competed against teams from throughout the state at the 6th annual 
Northern New York State VEX High School and Middle School Champi-
onships, held at Onondaga Community College’s SRC Arena.  Congratu-
lations to Nottingham Team 5937A (students Aidan Harrington, 
Addison Simone and AJ Bushey), who won the Sportsmanship Award. 
 
3/11  Today at 5:00 PM: Dr. George Stanley ('86), Nottingham graduate 
and dad, speaks about what it takes to become a doctor. His talk is part of 
"Exploring Health Careers: an interactive event for students and 
parents." The event is at the Public Service Leadership Academy at Fowler 
Auditorium, 227 Magnolia Street, Syracuse. "Exploring Health Careers" is 
co-sponsored by SUNY Upstate Medical University and the Syracuse City 
School District. 
 
3/13  Nottingham defeated East Syracuse Minoa in mock trial competition 
today. Nottingham competition represented the petitioners.  Our lawyers 
were Julia Fay, Natalie Feikes and Aidan McManus. Our witnesses 
were Evelyn Fay, Asmita Bhattarai, and Ethan Baker. Our legal advi-
sors are Peggy Conan, Ed Luban, and Nolana McKinstry. The team will 
switch sides for tomorrow's competition against Jordan-Elbridge.  
 
3/14  Mock Trial Competition Update: Nottingham lost today's mock trial 
round by one point.  However, our team's overall performance over the 
first three weeks led us to quarterfinals.  

 
3/14  Nottingham students will present the musical "Guys and Dolls" 
March 15-17. 
 
3/24  Curtis "Tall Bucks" McDowell, a father of three young children, 
died last weekend at age 35. McDowell, a Nottingham graduate, attended 
Buffalo State and worked as a student support specialist, employed by 
Onondaga County and assigned to the Syracuse City School Dis-
trict. Curtis was a well known hip hop artist and won the Syracuse Area 
Music Awards (SAMMY) in 2014 for best hip hop/rap album ("Angels & 
Demons") in 2014.  Warren Nipper, aka "DJ Geda", who often performed 
with Curtis, said: "His style was real - he didn't fabricate nothing. He took 
his experience and put it both in his raps and in his work with kids. He saw 
troubles and turned that pain into his music." McDowell sometimes rapped 
while fronting the Brownskin Band, a well-known R&B group. Joe      
Driscoll, a Syracuse common councilor and fellow musician who has also 
worked with Brownskin, stated: "His records were getting a lot of love in 
the local hip hop scene.  ....he did a lot of mentoring with kids." 
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 Nottingham in the News cont’d 

4/2  Refugee students at Nottingham came together to share their stories 
at the school's annual We Are Syracuse event, dedicated to celebrating 
different cultures and promoting understanding and appreciation. 
Students from Nepal, Thailand, Cuba, Yemen and more told their 
experiences through written and spoken narratives. “I want to educate 
those who are unaware of my culture,” Diamond Weah, a senior from 
Liberia, said. “People are surprised to hear that my parents survived a 
war… they don’t expect it. But that inspires me. Sometimes here, people 
aren’t grateful. They think that a bad grade or not talking to their friend is 
the worst thing. But imagine being a 7-year old soldier, like some are in 
Liberia. Hearing these stories helps these people appreciate their position 
more.” 
 
4/11  Mr. Eric Petit-McClure, the Band/Orchestra teacher is proud to 
report that the Nottingham Advanced Band received a rating of GOLD at 
the NYSSMA Majors performance today. He stated that he has never 
conducted a group that played with such passion, energy, and 
expression. "They represented themselves, myself, our band, our school 
community, and our district with the utmost professionalism"! He sends 
a huge thank you to Mr. Bielejec for being the best chaperone ever, to 
Ms. Bronzetti for her constant support and feedback, and to the school 
community for helping the band program become successful. According 
to the judges, it was the first time in a long time where BOTH judges 
(usually only one gives verbal feedback) felt compelled to come to the 
stage to congratulate the students for their amazing performance. The 
following students are members of the band: 
 
Cindy Adu-Gyamfi:  Trumpet 
Benjamin Ashby:  Electric Bass 
Ethan Baker:  Alto Saxophone 
Marissa Carello:  Trombone 
Thomas Carson:  Tenor Saxophone 
Randall Czajak:  Tuba 
Collyn Edwards:  Trumpet 
Yasmine Kanaan:  Flute 
Makeshia Knighton:  Bass Clarinet 
Ja'Maihair Lane:  Percussion 
Olivier Poirier:  Percussion 
Malik Robinson:  Trumpet 
Curran Shannon:  Tenor Saxophone 
Bennett Simone:  Alto Saxophone 
Amarion Speights:  Baritone Saxophone 
Peyton Steele:  Percussion 
Marko Suchy:  Alto Saxophone 
Derick Tucker:  Percussion 
Timothy Vanable:  Percussion 
Sam Zuckerbraun:  Clarinet 
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4/13  Junior Tim Vanable, who plays percussion in our band, is one of 
two jazz guitarists from around the country to be selected via audition for 
the Jazz at Lincoln Center's Summer Jazz Academy. It is the premier high 
school program for advanced high school jazz students in the 
country. This is the jazz program run by probably the most famous 
current jazz educator/performer in the country, Wynton Marsalis. It is an 
amazing accomplishment and opportunity for such a hard working and 
talented musician.  
 
4/25  In partnership with the Syracuse University School of Education, 
SCSD social studies teachers have had the opportunity to hear firsthand 
from African American scholars, helping them better under-
stand history from an African American perspective. Through a year-long 
series, "The African American Experience Lecture Series for Professional 
Development of Teachers in the Humanities," staff have heard lectures 
about the genealogies of race relations in the U.S., the politics and history 
of racism, the black body, and African American culture. “The lecture 
series has been an amazing experience,” Nottingham AP World and SU-
PA American History teacher Don Little said. “It is rewarding when 
teachers have the chance to engage in meaningful discussions of race 
and the scholarship of history. These experts have broadened our collec-
tive experiences and provided us with greater understanding of race.” 
 
4/29  Nottingham High School held the Syracuse City School District 
Track and Field Championships. Nottingham’s Jason Howard won both 
the 100 dash in 11.35 and 200 dash in 23.61 and Long Jump in 22-4.25 
 
5/12  To the students at Nottingham High School, Officer Ken Albro 
was more than a school resource officer; he was a big brother, a mentor 
and a friend. Ken Albro, 51, who recently retired from the Syracuse Po-
lice Department, died on May 5th. Albro worked as a school resource 
officer for the Syracuse City School District from 2007 until he retired in 
July 2018.  
Chris Andrews, ('07) said that meeting Albro made him rethink how he 
viewed police. After getting into a fight in school, Albro sat down with 
him in the locker room and spoke to him about making better choic-
es. Instead of treating him like a criminal, he spoke to him as a big broth-
er would. Albro rewarded Andrews when he finished a football game 
with a high number of tackles by buying him lunch. Another student, 
Brittany Mitchell ('09) said: "He was some combination of father, uncle 
and big brother. He was an angel on earth sent to people like me who 
needed his influence." She credits him with helping her make it through 
high school alive. 
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5/17-18  The following Nottingham students participated in NYSSMA 
at F-M: 
Tim Vanable (All-State Jazz Guitar Level 6):  Score - 100/100  
Marissa Carello (Trombone Level 5):  Score - 97/100 
Ofosua Darko - Violin, Rose Cotto - Violin, Yier Jin - Viola, Lucy 
Skidmore - Cello (String Quartet Level 4): Score: 26/28 
Lucy Skidmore (Cello Level 5): Score 97/100  (All-State Level VI 
Voice): Score 93/100  
Eva Diemont (All-State Vocal Jazz): Score 92/100 (All-State Voice): 
Score 96/100 
James Arnold (All-State Tenor 1): Score 95/100 
Andreia Krantz (Level 5 Soprano): Score 100/100 
Molly Scott (Level 6 Piano): Score 94/100  (All-State Level 6 Voice): 
Score 95/100 
Evelyn Fay (All-State Level 6 Voice): Score 94/100 
Jade McKenney (All-State Vocal Jazz): Score 90/100 
Helena Giner (Comments Only Voice) 
Peyton Steele (All-State Vocal Jazz): Score 95/100 
 
5/24  Our Band, Concert Choir, and Vocal Jazz group performed in the 
"Music Days" festival/competition at Darien Lake Six Flags theme 
park. The band scored a 93/100. Concert Choir scored 
a 95/100. Vocal Jazz scored a 95/100 and a 1st Place plaque.   
 
5/29  Jared Stafford-Hill and Damian Vallelonga, childhood friends 
and NHS alums, opened Saint Urban wine bar and restaurant in the 
Westcott neighborhood. The two transformed the space formerly home 
to the Taste of India restaurant on Dell Street into a quaint but sleek 
space built a glass of wine at the bar and/or a $39 three-course dinner 
that’s the backbone of the restaurant’s menu. 
 
Syracuse City School District/SCSD "GOOD NEWS"            
JUNE & JULY 2019:  
 
● Seniors Mariam Almohamad and Max Milstein each received the 
Rotary Club of Syracuse Youth Recognition Award at a special cere-
mony on June 7, 2019. 
 
● Junior Jason Howard was recently named NYSPHSAA State 
Champion in the long jump with a jump of 22-6.5. He participates 
in 100, 200, long jump, 4x1 – as well as football. How the long jump 
became his event: “I entered high school behind a really good long 
jumper. I always wanted to learn, but I wasn’t that good when I start-
ed. In 10th grade, I missed the States by 2 inches… that made me train 
harder!” What the Championship means to him: “It means a lot… 
knowing that I’m making the City proud and that I’m putting Syracuse 
on the map. I’ve learned that you only perform as well as how hard 
you’ve worked. Your performance at the meet depends on how hard 
you practiced that week. Track has made me way more disciplined!" 
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● Nottingham's valedictorian is Trevor Giardine, son of Rex and Melissa 
Giardine. He will be attending Northeastern University to study mechanical 
engineering and physics. While at Nottingham Trevor was a member of the Math 
Team, Key Club, and the Drama Department. He says what he has enjoyed most 
during his high school years is "the diversity of my school. Seeing so many 
amazing people with different back-
grounds has been an eye-opening experi-
ence for me."  
 
● Nottingham's salutatorian is Sandy 
Yang, daughter of Na Zhao. She will 
attend the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and plans to "continue doing 
something I love."  Sandy's extracurricu-
lar activities included Math Team,    
Volleyball, Mock Trial, and SyraCrew rowing team. She says her proudest mo-
ment in high school was making it onto the N.Y. State Math League's list of top 
30 individuals. Sandy values the friends she's made, "a close group of friends 
that I hope I'll keep for years." Her favorite saying is: "I have not failed. I've just 
found 10,000 ways that won't work." 
 
● Senior Natalie  Feikes is the winner of the National Security Language Initia-
tive for Youth Scholarship (NSLI-Y). This is a language-learning scholarship that 
will allow Natalie to study in Taiwan this summer. Nottingham High School 
students at any grade level are eligible to apply for language-learning scholar-
ships in countries including China, India, Korea, Turkey, Russia and others.   
Students of all language abilities (including beginner) are invited to apply.  
 
● Among ten athletes from the Syracuse City School District who were selected 
as Section 3 Scholar Athletes were Nottingham students Megan Scott and      
Ben Ashby. They were celebrated at a recent dinner and received a college 
scholarship along with their awards.  
 

● This past school year, special education students at Corcoran and Nottingham 
had the opportunity to join a new basketball team, thanks to the creation of Uni-
fied teams at both schools. The Nottingham team completed their season unde-
feated with a 6-0 record and regular season wins over Corcoran and several other 
high schools. Next year SCSD hopes to add Unified bowling at both Nottingham 
and Corcoran as well as create new Unified basketball teams at two other high 
schools. 
 

● Nottingham students Mohamed Hassan, Camelia Nash, Raheleh Tajik, and 
Heben Legesse were among forty-four SCSD students recognized as Leaders in 
Physical Education at the inaugural Physical Education and Health Education 
Student Leadership Awards. The event was sponsored by the Central North Zone 
of NYS Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance. These 
students demonstrated exemplary characteristics in following a healthy lifestyle, 
showing leadership and a positive influence on peers, demonstrating 
sportsmanship and citizenship, valuing their learning and an interest in 

establishing physical and health literacy. 
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• Twenty-one SCSD students graduated with the NY State Seal of 
Biliteracy on their diploma when they crossed the stage at graduation 
in June. The Seal of Biliteracy was established to recognize high 
school graduates who have attained a high level of proficiency in  
listening, speaking, reading and writing in one or more languages in 
addition to English. The Seal is meant to appeal to students whose 
first language is English but who are learning a second language, as 
well as for English Language Learners who are developing academic 
proficiency in their home language while mastering English.  Notting-
ham students recognized:  

    Tamara Ayala - Spanish 
    Haben Legesse - Tigrigna 
    Novel Lin - Burmese 
    Emmy Naw - Karen 
    Safa Hussein - Arabic 
    Noorulhuda Al-Obaidi - Arabic 
    Bibek Siwakoti - Nepali 
 
● High School Students Compete in New Drone Racing League: Due to a 
grant written by Nottingham technology teacher Bryan English and fund-
ed by the SCSD Educational Foundation, students at Nottingham and three 
other high schools all received the equipment needed to start their own 
drone racing team. According to Mr. English "Drone technology is an 
emerging field, ....we wanted more kids to have the chance to become 
interested in drones in a fun, hands-on way. They're learning pitch, yaw, 
roll — principles of drone flight — through programming their controls." 
 
● SCSD Students Make a Difference through Youth Advisory Council : 
As part of the Syracuse Youth Advisory Council (SYAC), 15 students 
representing Nottingham and three other schools met at City Hall bi-
weekly to discuss issues facing students in the city and their proposed  
solutions. Adding water bottle filling stations to the list of school improve-
ments during building construction and increasing the diversity of teachers 
in the Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs were two of the 
issues the students chose to focus on. 
 
7/4  Nottingham junior Adonia Wade is a member of the 2019 All-CNY 
softball team . Her position is Pitcher/Utility. She will continue playing 
collegiate showcase softball over the summer and apply to the colleges of 
her choice. 
 
7/9  Nottingham alum Heidi Diehl, now a professor, will speak about her 
debut novel, Lifelines,  July 26th at Barnes and Noble in DeWitt. 
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SCSD "GOOD NEWS" — AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2019:  
 
Several SCSD students, including Marko Suchy of Nottingham (saxophone), 

showed their musical talents this summer as part of a new CNY Jazz Youth 
Orchestra, in partnership with CNY Jazz. The group performed at five free 
concerts throughout Onondaga County. 

 
Students from Nottingham and three other high schools enjoyed a two-week 

Elder Care Residency program this summer at Menorah Park of CNY. 
There, students assisted and shadowed staff in the areas of nursing, nutrition, 
occupational and physical therapy, social services, activities, dining services 
and facilities services. This was a great way to help them become career-
ready and explore employment opportunities in the healthcare field. 

 
Seventy students took part in a two-week Summer Fine Arts Intensive experi-

ence, which allowed them to select two courses of study: dance, drama,  
vocal music, instrumental music, visual art and iPad photography. Notting-
ham sophomore Colin Walker says, "I picked visual art and iPad photog-
raphy because I like to draw and I'm good at using iPads. I edited my    
drawings to add stuff to them, like characters and black holes. I like art   
because it helps me express how I'm feeling and how my creativity is      
going." 

 
8/15  Bob Streeten ('73), former Corning East and Corning-Painted Post head 
lacrosse coach, will be inducted into the National Interscholastic Lacrosse 
Coaches Association inaugural Hall of Fame class along with nine other mem-
bers on November 9th in Plandome, NY. Streeten captured the 1990 Class B 
state title with Corning East and won a sectional title in 24 of his 29 years at 
the helm. He also had stops at West Genesee and Nottingham as an assistant 
coach. He amassed 544 wins in his coaching career as opposed to just 102  
losses, a career winning percentage of 84%. He says "I think the key to being a 
successful coach is being extremely organized as well as being able to find 
what motivates each of the different players in your program." 
 
9/1  Andy Hazeltine, the longtime boys soccer coach, called it a career at  
Nottingham, his alma mater, last fall, after 33 seasons and 299 victories. Now 
he has come out of retirement to coach the girls soccer team at Lafayette High 
School. Crucial to his decision, he said, was the way the Lafayette community 
got behind his family five years ago when his son, Ocasio, was diagnosed with 
a rare form of cancer. Ocasio will be ten years old in December and has been 

in remission for several years.  
 
9/5  Senior Timothy Vanable has been selected 
to be a part of the 2019-20 NY All-State Jazz 
Ensemble as the guitarist. He beat out all the 
high school jazz guitarists in the entire state to 
get the ONLY seat! He will be performing with 
the group during the NYSSMA Annual Winter 
Conference Dec 5-8 in Rochester. 
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9/12  Former Nottingham running back Derrick Gore ('13) returned to his 
alma mater this week to work out with former football coach Marty   
Clanton, who currently coaches the junior varsity team. Gore spoke with 
both the JV and varsity teams, encouraging players to work hard, focus on 
their academics and to hold each other accountable. "I thought it was a 
nice gesture," Nottingham coach Fred Wheeler said. After graduating 
from Nottingham, Gore earned a spot as a walk on at the University of 
Alabama before winning a national championship as a special teams   
player. 
 
9/20  Junior Sanaa Snagg is Student Athlete of the Week. She is currently 
taking Advanced Placement classes and courses offered by Syracuse   
University. Sanaa participates in cheerleading, National Honor Society, 
NSBE, LeMoyne LPP and Syracuse STEP. Over the summer she          
volunteered at Crouse Hospital helping with the patients and fulfilling 
their needs. She wishes to further her education at Duke University and 
one day become an OB-GYN. 
 
9/27  Nottingham's Tim Vanable was featured as the Newschannel 9  
Extraordinary Talent of the Week. 
 
SCSD "GOOD NEWS" — OCTOBER & NOVEMBER 2019: 
 
● ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: George L. Stanley Jr., MD FACOG ('86) 
George graduated from Colgate and  Upstate Medical University, then did 
his residency at Upstate in Obstetrics & Gynecology. He was in a Health 
Maintenance Organization (HMO) for four years, then served as Chief of 
OBGYN Services at Syracuse Community Health Center for 13 years. He 
is now an Assistant Professor in the Dept. of OBGYN at Upstate Medical 
University. The coolest thing about my job is: "Delivering babies, per-
forming surgery and taking care of women", as well as teaching people 
how to do those things. The most valuable thing I learned in school is: 
"Keep your head down, work hard, and study! Although it can be difficult, 
it's the best way to have long-term success. Shortcuts really don't get you 
anywhere. "I'm proud to be a SCSD graduate because: "my entire family 
is full of SCSD graduates or current SCSD students. My mother was the 
second African American teacher hired to teach in the SCSD! We're proud 
to be part of this community and now to be able to take care of the people 
in the community where we work and play." One piece of advice I'd give 
to SCSD students is: "Always do your homework! Always study. If you 
need help, ask the right people to help you. You can become successful — 
it takes time, it takes hard work, but it can be done. You can be anything 
you want to be! Always try to have a positive outlook on everything." 
 
10/17  Syracuse University's 2019-20 Remembrance Scholars have spent 
the week honoring the 270 people, including 35 SU students, who lost 
their lives in the bombing of Pan Am 103 in 1988. NHS alum               
Cleo Hamilton is making history as the first Syracuse University                 
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Remembrance Scholar from InclusiveU. InclusiveU is a School of Educa-
tion program that brings students with intellectual and developmental disa-
bilities in a fully inclusive setting to Syracuse University. He is one of the 
program's top students, and being chosen as a Remembrance Scholar is one 
of the highest honors a student can achieve. 
 
11/1  Shannon Williams, a current Nottingham student and talented vocal-
ist, received the honor of  auditioning and being selected to sing the       
National Anthem at the Dome. 
 
11/6  Nottingham teacher Nadia Essi has been accepted into the new cohort 
of the NYS Master Teacher Program. The program selects outstanding 
STEM teachers and brings them together to collaborate as they improve 
their knowledge of STEM content and pedagogy. 
 
11/7   After full careers as a Syracuse School District educator and cantor at 
Temple Concord, Francine (Mitchell) Berg ('67) was recently named can-
tor for Menorah Park. 

 
11/12  Congratulations to              

Jan Haldipur (class of 2001) 
 for winning the Goddard Riverside 
Stephan Russo Book Prize for So-
cial Justice for his book No Place 

on the Corner: The Costs of      
Aggressive Policing. 

 
 
 
 
 

11/14  Photographs by Nottingham students Sydney Jackson and Clara 
Neville were chosen out of 146 entries as finalists in the Bousquet Holstein 
PLLC's 11th Annual Photography Contest at the Everson Museum of Art. 
The theme for this year's contest was the Art of Living/Living Art, and stu-
dents were encouraged to submit pieces that embody the unconventional 
and the revolutionary. Sydney's piece, The Acid Queen, was a first place 
winner and her photograph will be featured on this year's Bousquet Holstein 
holiday card that is mailed to 6,500 homes across NYS. Clara's work, Even 
White People, received 5th place. This is the first time since the contest 
began that the winner has represented the Syracuse City School District. 
 
 
11/14  Nottingham alum Nick Basta plays the part of "Foxx", the overseer, 
in the just released theatrical movie Harriet about the life of Harriet      
Tubman and her courageous efforts to free slaves before and during the 
Civil War. Nick commented on a FACES of Nottingham High School post 
that he will be in town over Thanksgiving and is willing to speak at the 
school. Nick holds an M.F.A. from the American Repertory Theatre at    
Harvard . 
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11/22  For the second year in a row Nottingham students took the 
lead, serving as moderators of what have traditionally been called 
parent-teacher conferences. Families were presented with a two-hour 
window during which they could stop by the school to engage with 
their child and the child's teacher about progress and challenges so 
far in the school year. "We believe student-led conferences are bene-
ficial because they really help connect families and students to what 
is happening in the classroom," Social Studies teacher Liz Morse 
said. Another benefit is that students are able to present to their fami-
lies in their native language, helping to alleviate potential communi-
cation barriers between school and home.  
 
11/25  The following students have been accepted into the Onondaga 
All-County senior high ensembles. They will prepare and perform at 
a festival January 10th and 11th with other elite musicians from 
across our county.  This is a huge hoot for our students to be selected 
to make music with other students from highly competitive districts. 
Chorus: Andreia Krantz, soprano; Peyton Steele - bass 
Band: Marissa Carello - trombone; Malik Robinson - trumpet 
Orchestra: Lucy Skidmore - cello 
 
12/5  The Nottingham Girl Up students recently donated gift bags to 
cancer patients at Crouse Hospital. 
 
12/8  During the past 3 days, Tim Vanable and band/orchestra 
teacher Eric Petit-McClure attended the NYSSMA Win-
ter Conference at the Kodak Hall at Eastman Theater in Rochester. 
Tim attended as the guitarist of the All-State Jazz Ensemble, which 
is made up of the best high school jazz musicians in the state of 

NY. They practiced for over 12 hours. Tim represented 
Nottingham and our district with impeccable musician-
ship and professionalism. 
 
12/16  Nottingham student Ahmed Almohamed has 
been named as a QuestBridge scholar, receiving a full-
ride college scholarship. QuestBridge is a nonprofit 
program that links bright, motivated low-income stu-

dents with educational and scholarship opportunities at some of the 
nation's best colleges. Ahmed will be attending Wesleyan Universi-
ty, where he plans to follow a pre-med track, double majoring in bi-
ology and Middle Eastern Studies. He is part of the LeMoyne Col-
lege Upward Bound program and spent the past year working hard 
on his QuestBridge application. 

https://www.facebook.com/QuestBridge/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBWWNNwuPZvw2LCnemPkqIdzYcYxLlfQAI2Yql5TkitXS-Y05BMIjYMUO3GHfk-v-I-sORzZPUz8DPNlo-laFZeI0asx86tlWQ0pDyc4mdtbW3JhfThwUPRL1ubv8ihfcLSuY6IWR9XZhMeFcl2ViGmoK6hKL3W9ReYRjCX7B3aLrn0EizqL0lXkPOUuVPkCFJ_cNbN32U
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12/18  Nottingham students recently enjoyed the school's annual 
ENL breakfast. English as a New Language (ENL) students come 
together to set goals for the year and meet in grade level groups with 
school counselors. 9th graders learned more about Nottingham and 
what it has to offer, 10th graders discussed Regents review and cred-
its, 11th graders worked on   resumes to be college and career ready, 
and 12th graders worked on the Common App. Then, the group 
came back together to listen to SCSD alumni and how they found 
success in both college and their careers. 

 

12/21  Scores of young people competed in Syracuse Got Talent. 

Among the performers were Nottingham student Isaiah Sparkes, 

grade 10, and the Nottingham cheerleaders. Isaiah, pictured with 

Nyatwa Bullock, founder of Syracuse Got Talent, won second place 

for his original rap song. The cheerleaders who performed in the 

dance competition include, standing from left: Rockland, Chanaria, 

Ariyouna, Heaven, Asia, Sayeeda; and crouching in the 

front,  Zaniyah  
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Nottingham in the News cont’d 

Heaven gave a solo performance of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” 

the black national anthem written by James Wheldon Johnson in 

1900. 

12/28  Amaya Williams made six three-pointers on her way to a 
game-high 28 points as Nottingham won over Webster Thomas in 
the championship game of the More Than a Game holiday classic 
at SRC Arena. Williams, the Bulldogs' leading scorer, now has 
149 points on the season for a 21.2 points-per-game average. She 
was named the MVP for the Classic in Class AA cross-section 
showdown. 
        
  
SCSD "GOOD NEWS" — DECEMBER 2019: 
 
Students and staff from the SCSD National Society of Black Engi-

neers (NSBE) recently enjoyed a weekend of competing and 
learning. NSBE is an academic STEM-based program that helps 
scholars turn classroom learning into practical, hands-on experi-
ence. Our middle and high school students work each Saturday 
morning at Nottingham High School preparing for the rigorous 
competitions that happen throughout the year. In late November 
the students attended the regional competition in Niagara Falls, 
NY and took home a variety of accolades. One group took home 
the gold in the area of math and public speaking. 

 
Nottingham technology teacher Bryan English has received the 

highest honor given to Project Lead the Way teachers. He has 
been recognized as a PLTW Outstanding Teacher. This program 
empowers students to develop skills in computer science, engi-
neering and biomedical science. Mr. English was selected as one 
of 60 out of hundreds of nominated educators nationwide for his 
focus on empowering students to thrive in this evolving world. 

 
During their lunch periods, students across the SCSD now have the 

opportunity to leave unopened, uneaten food that they don't want 
- or to pick up a little extra food - as needed. Thanks to Sharing 
Tables, now available in most SCSD school cafeterias, the initi-
ative is increasing food consumption, reducing food insecurity 
and decreasing food waste. But it's also creating a culture of car-
ing, giving students the opportunity to anonymously give their 
surplus items to friends or classmates who may be in need. 
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Syracuse Seeds of Peace are high school students who work to 
develop relationships between members of their school com-
munities. Twenty-one students from the SCSD spent a Satur-
day engaged in dialogue facilitator training with visiting 
Seeds of Peace U.S. Program Director Andrew Koskinen and 
U.S./U.K. Program Manager Eliza O'Neil. The enthusiastic 
students were led through activities, simulations, and dia-
logue to help them develop skills in facilitating discussions 
across lines of difference and on difficult topics. Nottingham  
student Anisa    Salahou said it was an amazing experience: 
"I hope to use what I learned to better my community and the 
Seeds program at my school." 

 
Nottingham senior Lucian de Nevers was brainstorming what 

he could do for his Eagle Scout project. The project is an oppor-

tunity to display leadership and provide a service to the commu-

nity. At his soccer coach's suggestion, he worked to arrange for 

some needed extra seating in the school's JV field. Lucian nego-

tiated with the SCSD facilities department for new, ADA-

compliant bleachers to be ordered for the field. He also took an 

active physical role, weeding the area around the existing 

bleachers and then sanding and painting them. He partnered 

with a Nottingham art student to paint 'Nottingham Bulldogs' 

across the seats. 

REMINDER 

If you would like to receive your “Connection” digitally, 

PLEASE 

snail mail your email address to  “The Connection”          

3100 East Genesee Street, Syracuse, NY  13224 or  

respond to nottalum@hotmail.com 

With subject line heading DIGITAL COPY PLEASE  
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Leonard Dippold ('53) died on September 7, 2014. He was a self-employed 
handyman for many years and very active with the Boy Scouts of America. 
A veteran of the United States Army, Leonard served during the Korean 
Conflict. He loved to fly and had his private pilot license. He was prede-
ceased by his wife, Velma, and two sons, John and Michael. He is survived 
by his daughter Lorelei Edgecomb. 
 
Norene Condon ('48) died on January 5, 2016. She graduated from Syra-
cuse University and became a home economics teacher and guidance coun-
selor in various schools in the Syracuse area, among them East Syracuse-
Minoa and Jamesville-DeWitt. She retired in 1985 from Baker High in 
Baldwinsville. Her father, John Condon, taught science at the original Not-
tingham High for 22 years, eventually becoming principal at Porter Junior 
High. (Submitted by her nephew, Richard Hendricks.) 
 
Thomas Lawrence ('60) passed away on July 4, 2017. He went to college 
in Georgia, earning a business degree. Following graduation he became a 
New York State Trooper. He later married and relocated to Georgia where 
he worked for Georgia Power. He is survived by his wife Janice and chil-
dren Doug, Cyndy, Ryan and Angie, as well as sisters Libby and Joan. 
(Submitted by his sister, Joan Lawrence.) 
 
Susan Deal ('66) passed away on October 10, 2017 in a Christian Science 
nursing home in California. No other details were available. She was a great 
friend to all who knew and loved her at Nottingham. 
 
William Freundlich, age 79, passed away on April 27, 2018. He was a fi-
nancial advisor and designed gold jewelry. He also published a book on his 
four grandparents, which took a great amount of time and searching. He is 
survived by his wife Charlene, daughters Lyn Brittingham and Elizabeth 
Freundlich, son Robert, and stepdaughter Sandra Bailey.  
 
Margaret Farley ('43) died on August 5, 2018. She earned both her bache-
lor's and master's degrees from Syracuse University and became a reading 
teacher at local schools. Later in life she tutored at The Learning Place. She 
was a member of Delta Kappa Gamma - a professional society for women 
educators - and the Syracuse City Women's Club. 
 
Dr. Ellen (Rumaner) Swartz ('62) passed away September 18, 2018. Ellen 
went to the Eastman School for violin, then transferred to the Rochester 
Institute of Technology where she was the first woman to graduate from the 
School of American Craftsmen in Woodworking and Furniture Making. She 
made furniture for 15 years or so, had one son, then went on to receive her 
PhD from the University of Rochester. She taught at Pace University, Niag-
ara University and Nazareth College. She wrote three books on education 
and much more. (Submitted by her husband of 53 years, Joel Swartz.) 
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Rev. Terrance Millbyer, age 75, died on November 15, 2018. He gave shelter 
to the homeless, food to the hungry, love to the hurting, and believed in those 
who didn't believe in themselves. Reverend Terry previously served as pastor 
of several Methodist churches. Surviving are his wife Emily and his children, 
Mark Buchanan and Christine Douglas. 
 
Jeanne Frank Hammer, age 90, passed away on December 5, 2018. Jeanne 
retired after 25 years as a Fabius-Pompey district elementary teacher. She was 
a fierce defender of women's rights and participated throughout her life in ac-
tions to end war and create a more just world. She was active in many commu-
nity organizations, including the Syracuse Peace Council, Vera House, 
Westcott Community Center, the Rosamond Gifford Lecture Series, and the 
New School. Jeanne is survived by her sister, Honre Gitelman, son Peter and 
daughters Marjorie Albert, Julie Rocco and Nancy Carnowski. 
 
Alfred Gordon, age 66, died on January 4, 2019. He was a graduate of Roch-
ester Institute of Technology with a B.S. in photography and business. He had 
a passion for photography and collected cameras. Al is survived by his wife 
Ruthie, daughters Dana and Erica, and sister Rochelle Forman. 
 
Marlene (Floring) Chappell ('53) passed away on January 9, 2019. She was a 
graduate of SU, having earned a BFA in fashion illustration. Her career includ-
ed work not only in that field but also as an interior decorator for Ethan Allen 
and an insurance consultant for Prudential. She is survived by her daughters 
Cheryl Chappell, Leslie Waltzer and Kimberly Brickley, and her son Winthrop 
Chappell Jr. 
 
Corinne (Wiemeier) Knickerbocker ('46) died on January 22, 2019. She 
spent 72 years on the farm she and her husband operated in Pennellville. She 
loved the country life and was beloved by her neighbors, many of whom called 
her the "Queen of Center Road" or the "Cookie Lady". She was predeceased 
by her husband Raymond and her brother Harold. Surviving are her sons   
Raymond and Mark, and daughters June Bergholtz and Carolyn Hendrickson.  
 
Charles O. Anderson, age 76, passed away on January 25, 2019. He served 
four years in the US Navy and worked twenty years for UPS. Surviving are his 
wife Georgia and two sons, James and John. 
 
Mary Virginia Ryan Mooney, age 95, died on January 25, 2019. She was a 
graduate of Seton Hill College in Pennsylvania. During World War II she was 
selected to attend Cornell University for an accelerated engineering training 
program, after which she worked for Carrier Corp. and General Electric, fo-
cused on helicopter design and testing. She was predeceased by her husband 
Robert and her sons James and John. Surviving are her children Patricia 
Loucks, Catherine Underhill, Paul Mooney, Anne Anthony, and Maureen   
Louis. 
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Peter Touchette, age 83, passed away on January 26, 2019. He was a gradu-
ate of LeMoyne College and served in the US Army. For many years he  
volunteered at Unity Kitchen and Unity Acres. He was predeceased by his 
brother Thomas. He is survived by his daughter Susan Hansen, three     
brothers and a sister. 
 
Nanette (Soule) Rodormer , age 73, died on January 26, 2019. She       
graduated from Green Mountain College and worked as a court reporter for 
Judge Hancock. Later, she received a master's degree in education and 
taught English as a Second Language in the North Syracuse school system. 
She is survived by her husband Robert, son Robert Jr. (Ted), daughter   
Katherine  Creedon, and stepchildren Everett and Laura. 
 
Robert Hyland Wells, age 80, died on February 5, 2019. He was a graduate 
of Hamilton College and earned a master's degree in journalism at SU. Bob 
served as an MP in the US Army from 1961-63 and was in the reserves until 
1965. He retired from Niagara Mohawk after 29 years as Manager of Public 
Affairs and Communications. He is survived by his wife Sally, daughters 
Katheryn Giroux, Deborah Cerelli and Jennifer Plewak. 
 
Wayne Robinson, age 76, passed away on February 7, 2019. He joined the 
US Navy in 1962 and served at The Pentagon. During his career he worked 
at Goldome Bank, in the Carrier accounting department, and for Gaylord 
Brothers International. He is survived by his wife Cherie and daughters 
Dawn Young and Meagan Robinson.  
 
Robert (Bob) Kaye ('64) died on February 9, 2019. He lived in Chino,   
California. Bob is survived by his wife Sharon and daughter Janie. 
 
Dr. Robert Pennock, age 92, passed away on February 10, 2019. He was a 
Navy veteran of WWII. He graduated from SU summa cum laude in electri-
cal engineering and went on to Denver University where he earned a mas-
ter's in theology and a doctorate in philosophy of religion. He was ordained 
in the ministry of the United Methodist Church and served churches in   
Kansas, Colorado and New York. He was Dean of the Sage Evening College 
and Professor of Philosophy for 18 years before his retirement, but continued 
to teach part-time after that. He is survived by his wife Holly, sons Scott and 
David, and daughters Rebecca Steimle, Janette Hill, and Jessica Marshall. 
 
Susan (Hosid) Dunshie, age 72, passed away on February 11, 2019. She 
was a graduate of CCBI and worked at Kmart for over 20 years. Surviving 
are her husband Robert, daughter Roberta Chandler and son Robert Jr. 
 
Ruth (Levine) Fox, age 85, died on February 21, 2019. After high school 
she attended the University of Miami. She devoted herself to her family. 
Ruth was predeceased by her husband Albert in 1979. Surviving are her sons 
Gary and Michael. 
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Ethel (Hoffman) Fine, age 90, passed away on February 27, 2019. She 
earned her bachelor's and master's degrees in anthropology at Syracuse     
University. A devoted teacher and scholar, Ethel worked as Professor of   
Anthropology and Sociology at Mohawk Community College in Utica NY 
until her retirement. She was predeceased by her husband, Dr. Morton E.  
Fine. She is survived by her daughter Ava J. Chopra. 
 
Wayne Leach, age 83, passed away on February 28, 2019. He attended St. 
Lawrence University, then Syracuse University, where he graduated in 1957. 
At SU, Wayne played on the basketball team and was a member of ROTC. 
He is survived by his partner Martha Carpenter, his brother Warren, and his 
sons David, Don and Jeff. 
 
Eva Marie Wolff-Hotsch ('53) died on March 5, 2019. She was an opera 
singer, and attended the Juilliard School of Music. Eva received the Fulbright 
Scholarship and studied for a year at the Musikhochschul in Germany. Her 
husband, Heiner Hotsch, predeceased her. She is survived by three children 
from her first marriage to Jaime Padros: Alicia, Eduardo and Elisenda.  
 
M. H. "Dutch" Salmon, age 73, passed away on March 10, 2019. He was a 
graduate of Trinity University in San Antonio. Dutch moved to New Mexico 
and became instrumental in the region's conservation efforts. He wrote for 
numerous publications, including Field & Stream, and authored ten books. He 
wrote an award-winning newspaper column, "Country Sports". He was a 
member of the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission and the State 
Game & Fish Commission. His many awards include the Lifetime            
Conservation Award. He is survived by his wife Cherie and their son John.  
 
Gail (Rumaner) Horwitz, age 75, passed away on March 12, 2019. Gail had 
been a teaching assistant in the JD schools. She had recently moved to Austin, 
Texas, to be closer to her son and daughter-in-law, and was an active         
volunteer at St. David's North Austin Medical Center. Gail was predeceased 
by her husband Michael and her brother Buddy Rumaner. She is survived by 
her son Randy. 
 
Curtis McDowell , age 35, died on March 17, 2019. He was a well-known 
hip hop artist, having won the Syracuse Area Music Award (SAMMY) in 
2014 for best hip hop/rap album ("Angels & Demons"). He worked as a    
student support specialist, employed by Onondaga County and assigned to the 
Syracuse City School District. He is survived by his three young children. 
 
Douglas Coon, age 93, passed away on March 18, 2019. He graduated from 
SU and served in the US Navy during WWII. During his life he served on the 
boards of a great many organizations including the Syracuse Board of Educa-
tion, where he was a past president. Doug retired as Senior VP of Haylor, 
Freyer and Coon. He was predeceased by his wives Mary Ann Taylor Coon 
and Mary T. Lewis Coon. He leaves behind his children: Suzanne Eastman, 
Cynthia McAllister and Corinne Yousey.  
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F. Matthew Jackson ('87) passed away on March 23, 2019. He was a gradu-
ate of the University of Rochester and the SU College of Law, and was a 
partner with the law firm O'Connell & Aronowitz. He served on the boards of 
several organizations, including as Director, Treasurer and Vice President of 
the Capital Region Bankruptcy Bar Association and President of the        
Creditors Association of Upstate NY. He enjoyed lacrosse and had been in-
ducted into the University of Rochester Sports Hall of Fame in 2012.       
Matthew is survived by his wife Molly and his children Hannah, Devin and 
Haley. 
 
Jane (Greeley) Eberle, age 97, passed away on March 24, 2019. She was a 
graduate of SU and a natural and gifted athlete who enjoyed golf, tennis, 
swimming and skiing. She was also a fine seamstress who made her own  
stylish clothes. Jane celebrated beauty through drawing, painting, gardening 
and writing. She was married for 30 years to Dr. Richard Eberle and raised 
five children, four of whom survive her: William, Richard Jr., John, and  
Sarah Mudama. She was pre-deceased by her daughter Suzanne Stokes.  
 
Edward Tufankjian ('43) died on March 31, 2019. At age eight he began 
selling newspapers for five cents each on Euclid Avenue to help his family 
survive the Great Depression. (The men in the firehouse looked after him to 
make sure he was warm and had something to eat.) During WWII he served 
in the US Navy as a radioman on a submarine. Edward graduated from SU 
with a degree in accounting and worked for Haberle Congress Brewery for 8 
years. He later worked for General Motors, then supervised the NYS Lottery 
Office in Syracuse, and finally retired as an Income Tax Auditor from the 
NYS Dept. of Taxation and Finance. Surviving are his wife Dorothy, daugh-
ters Susan Filiatrault and Sheila Kresse, and step-children Greg Natale,   
Donna O'Neil and Jim Palmieri. 
 
Ellen (Moskow) Maloff, age 76, passed away on April 2, 2019. She earned a 
degree in teaching from Syracuse University. She loved plants and became a 
Certified Arborist. Ellen painted and sewed for her designer business,       
designing pillows, towels, purses and many other items. She also raised para-
keets. Surviving are her sons, Scott and Seth. 
 
Ruth (Gordon) Golden, age 85, died on April 10, 2019. She was a 35-year 
employee of Roth Brothers Smelting Plant. She was predeceased by her hus-
band Burton. Ruth is survived by her son Craig and daughters Mindy Gray 
and Lee Ann Russo. 
 
Elliott Meltzer, age 73, died on April 14, 2019. Elliott worked at Tri-State 
Auto Auctions which he, along with his father and uncle, founded in 1976. 
He was a philanthropist in the Jewish community of Central New York.   
Elliott is survived by his wife Colette, sons Daniel, David and Jason, and  
sister Elaine Goldman. 
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Stephen Meltzer, age 76, passed away on April 24, 2019. He graduated from 
SU with a BFA and was the art director for WCNY TV and Radio for 40 
years. He is survived by his wife Elaine and daughters Judy Stock, Daelah 
Aaronson and Shelley Hubal. 
 
Helen (Storer) Rathburn, age 72, passed away on May 4, 2019. She worked 
at the Miller Agency in Fayetteville for many years. She is survived by her 
children, Patti Nagle, Doug Reaume and Michael Reaume; by her step-
children, Ryan Rathburn, Kelly Hall and Zachary Rathburn. She was prede-
ceased by her husbands Douglas Guernsey and Stephen Rathburn.  
 
Donald Allen Sr., age 67, died on May 4, 2019. He attended Farmingdale 
State College. Donnie was in the Syracuse Urban Sports Hall of Fame for top 
100 male athletes in history. He was a self-taught musician and songwriter. 
Surviving are his daughter Anna Allen and his sons, Donald Jr. and D.      
Addison Spears. 
 
Betty Ruth (Scott) Culbertson ('46) died on June 1, 2019. She graduated Phi 
Beta Kappa from SU, married, and raised her children in Virginia. She loved 
the mountains and hiking with her children (she hiked well into her 80s). She 
was a published poet and belonged to a poetry group. Betty Ruth is survived 
by her sister Dorothy, husband Richard, and children Dody Kois, Sue Snow, 
Debbie Taylor, Prue Miller, Liz Evans, Julie East and Tim Taylor. 
 
Jean (Schenkenberger) Roberts, age 85, passed away on June 15, 2019. She 
earned her RN at Cayuga County Community College. During her career she 
worked at Auburn Community Hospital, Cayuga County Nursing Home, and, 
at the end of her career, BOCES, where she taught both nursing and life skills 
to those studying to become nurses aides. She and her husband operated a 
square dance fashion store for many years, a business that allowed her to trav-
el the Northeast making friends through square dancing. She is survived by 
her husband David, her son John, and daughters Karen Betz and Ellen Ferro.  
 
Alan Wrightsman, age 72, passed away on June 16, 2019. He was a veteran 
of the US Army. Alan had a long career as a welder at Carrier Corporation, 
having retired in 2006. He is survived by his wife Maureen, son Peter, and 
daughters Beth Younis, Amy Gilbert and Sara Cassell. 
 
Phyllis Rothschild, age 86, died on June 18, 2019. For many years she assist-
ed in her father's store, Rothschild's East Syracuse Pharmacy. She is survived 
by her cousins and friends. 
 
Dorothy (Jensen) Fusco, age 87, passed away on June 18, 2019. She attend-
ed Syracuse University College. Her lifelong passion was volunteering and 
helping others. She was predeceased by her husband, Joseph. Surviving are 
her son Mark and daughter Gail Martin. 
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Irma Mae (Winchell) Hammond ('40) died on June 28, 2019. During her 
life she served on her local school board, was a Girl Scout leader and a den 
mother. After retiring from the Rochester School District in 1979, she and 
her husband relocated to Cape Vincent, NY, where she was active in many 
civic organizations. Irma was predeceased by her husband George and a 
son, Alan. Surviving are daughters Edith Docteur, Debra Suller, and Hope 
Hammond, and sons David and Robert. 
 
Martin Miller ('61) passed away on July 2, 2019. He worked for New York 
State as a supervisor in the Department of Social Services for many years 
until his retirement. He was probably the upmost local authority on Jewish 
genealogy and family history in Central New York. Marty is survived by 
his wife Susan, daughter Jennifer Cohen, and son Zachary. 
 
Nancy (Pestillo) Ridley, age 67, died on July 6, 2019. A lifetime resident 
of Syracuse, Nancy attended SU and Upstate Medical Center where she 
graduated with a B.S. in Medical Technology. She was active as a Girl 
Scout troop leader and volunteer. She became a swimming and diving    
official, serving at high school meets for over 25 years. She is survived by 
her husband Peter, son Vincent and daughter Barbara Pierson. 
 
Ann Rose (Palma) Conners, age 73, passed away on July 12, 2019. Annie 
graduated from Onondaga Community College and worked many years in 
the New York State Court System. She is survived by her sister Tina Palma 
and her children, Kristie and Jasen. 
 
Jerome True, age 94, died on August 5, 2019. Jerry served in the Army 
Air Corps 8th Air Force in WWII and returned home to marry his high 
school sweetheart, Nan Thompson. They later moved to Ithaca where he 
purchased what would become True Insurance, which he ran for over 50 
years. He was predeceased by his wife, but is survived by his four children: 
Jeff, Sally, Carol and Jay. 
 
Carol Jeane (Menapace) Clise ('47), passed away on August 9, 2019. She 
was a graduate of Syracuse University. Carol volunteered with the Ameri-
can Red Cross in various capacities including Chairman of the Board and 
Blood Recruitment Director. She also served as President of the Auburn 
Service League and as Blood Coordinator at the YMCA. She was passion-
ate about many social causes as well as a committed wife and mother. She 
was predeceased by her husband, H. Ward Clise, and her two brothers, 
Donald and Robert Menapace. Carol is survived by son Craig Clise and 
daughters Laraine Heslin, Sharon Clise and Barbara Clise. 
 
Margaret (Fazio) Dembowski, age 99, died on August 9, 2019. She was a 
graduate of St. Mary's School of Nursing. Margaret was an ardent           
volunteer, including at her church, Hinsdale Ladies Auxiliary, Director of 
the North Area Meals on Wheels, and the Onondaga Council Girl and Boy 
Scouts. She was predeceased by her husband Matthew. Surviving are her 
daughter, Frances De Tore, and son, John Dembowski. 
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Ruth Emma Emmons ('46), passed away August 13, 2019. She graduated 
from Buffalo State Teachers College and earned a Master's Degree in Educa-
tion from Syracuse University. Ruth spent 32 years in the Syracuse City 
School District as a dedicated kindergarten teacher. She sang in her church 
choir for many years and enjoyed traveling in the summers throughout her 
career and in retirement. She is survived by her brother Albert.   
 
George Byrd, age 58, died on August 21, 2019. Many will remember him 
fondly as the long-time custodian at Nottingham.  
 
Eloise "Nanny" (Pease) Evans, age 79, passed away on September 3, 2019. 
She worked for Victor Temp Service and at Upstate as a computer program-
mer. She was predeceased by her husband, Lee Sr., sister Joyce Gwen,   
brothers Roger, Lamont and Bernard Pease. She is survived by sons Renee, 
Lee Jr., Darryl, Glen and Terrance, and daughter Sandra Jones. 
 
Shirley (Delpho) Fontanella ('47) passed away on September 5, 2019. She 
attended Syracuse University, then worked at the New York Telephone Com-
pany (later AT&T), retiring as a Force Manager after 39 years. Shirley was 
predeceased by her husband, Joseph Sr., and by her siblings Pauline Mundy 
and Jay Delpho. Surviving are sons Joseph Jr. and Terry, and daughter     
Sandra Neale. 
 
Francis King, age 91, died on September 7, 2019. He was a Life Scout and 
lettered in baseball for Nottingham High School. He first worked at Burns 
Brothers and later joined Neles-Jamesbury as sales manager for upstate NY. 
Fran served his community as Westhill School Board President and member 
from 1976-81, as well as in numerous community advocacy groups. He was 
predeceased by his wife Joan. Surviving are his children Brian, Barbara,  
Carolyn, Jonathan and Ellen. 
 
David Grass ('66) died on September 13, 2019. He attended Clarke Univer-
sity in Massachusetts and earned his Doctor of Medicine degree at SUNY 
Downstate. He began practicing neurology in Hartford, Connecticut in the 
late 70s and moved to Northern Virginia in 1985 to join the Neurology    
Center of Fairfax. For many years he was recognized as one of the DC area's 
"Top Doctors" by Washingtonian magazine. David is survived by his wife 
Ellen, daughters Lauren and Julie and sisters Judith and Suzanne. 
 
Hugh Papworth, age 97, passed away on September 14, 2019. Hugh attend-
ed Cornell and then enlisted in the US Air Force after the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor. He became a Pilot in Command in the 43rd Bomber squadron and 
flew 53 missions in the Pacific theater. He earned a Purple Heart and the 
Medal of Honor. He later worked as an engineer and invented a new hydro-
gen explosion-proof electrical connector for NASA's space shuttles. He 
worked ten years with the U.S. Agency for International Development in 27 
African countries. He played violin with the Clearwater Symphony Orchestra 
and sang with the Tampa Bay Opera Company. He was predeceased by his 
sons Stephen and John.  Hugh is survived by sons Hugh Jr. and Edwin, 
daughters Annie Blakely and Joy Townsend, and stepdaughters Cindy Hiott 
and Kathleen Mungle. 
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Ben Wiles, Jr. ('33) died on September 26, 2019. As a child, Ben lived at 
438 Columbus Ave. in Syracuse, now identified as the Gustav Stickley 
House. Gustav Stickley was his grandfather. He graduated from NHS at 
age 16 and went on to graduate from Syracuse University with a degree in 
Economics and Political Science. During these years he spent many hours 
in summer activities at Skaneateles Lake. In particular, he participated in 
weekly sailboat races there. After S.U., he attended Harvard Law School 
and then served in the Navy during WWII. Upon returning to Syracuse he 
joined in a law partnership with his father. At the time of his death he was 
102 years old. He was predeceased by his wife Betty, all five of his sib-
lings, and his daughter Amanda. Surviving are sons Christopher, Ben, Karl, 
and Parker Brown, and daughter Marion Krauter.  
 
William Scully, age 67, passed away on October 1, 2019. He was         
employed with Crucible Steel for 45 years. Bill enjoyed music, loved cars, 
and still owned his very first car, a 1974 Corvette. He is survived by his 
wife, Nancy, son Thomas and daughter Tracie Lateef. 
 
Joel Stander ('63) passed away on October 2, 2019. Following his gradua-
tion from SUNY Geneseo he began a merchandising career in Philadelphia 
working for Strawbridge & Clothier. He was soon recruited as a designer 
for a number of companies, including Sero, Munsingwear, Eagle and Cam-
star Industries. He was known in the industry for his forward thinking and 
innate sense of what was on the horizon. In 1996 he realized a life-long 
dream of opening his own store in Madison where he was able to showcase 
his creativity and style. Joel is survived by his wife, Nancy Kidd Stander, 
and their children Jessica McHarg and Justin Stander.  
 
Marjorie (Murphy) Mack, age 94, passed away on October 19, 2019. She 
earned her degree in psychology from Syracuse University and spent many 
years dedicated to teaching children with developmental disabilities. She 
was predeceased by her husband Robert. Surviving are her sister, Joan 
Manning, sons Michael and Christopher, and daughter Aileen Balitz.  
 
Constance (Spink) Sydorak, age 80, died on November 8, 2019. Connie 
was small in stature but had a giant personality. She devoted her life to her 
husband and family. She especially loved cooking family dinners, making 
desserts, and doting on her grandchildren. She was predeceased by her hus-
band Phil. Surviving are son John Patchett and stepdaughter Heather  
Lawless, as well as siblings Cheryl, Joan, Sandra and David. 
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We remember with honor and respect those  

who have passed  before us. 

 

Walter "Wally" Miller, age 66, passed away on November 15, 2019. He 
attended SUNY Potsdam, SUNY Binghamton, and McGill University with 
a focus on business. Wally loved Syracuse and was a pillar in the communi-
ty, known for his extraordinary knowledge of Syracuse history. From a 
young age he had a passion for collecting automobile literature and eventu-
ally opened the Museum of Automobile History in downtown Syracuse to 
share the oddities, eccentric, and sometimes humorous auto-related artifacts 
he found in his extensive travels. He is survived by his wife Jane Verostek, 
their two daughters, Minerva and Octavia, his mother Susan and sister Amy.  
 
Debra Fix, age 65, died on November 17, 2019. She worked as a Licensed 
Practical Nurse for several health care facilities in Syracuse. She is survived 
by her son Fred Wheeler, brother Robert Fix, and sister Carol Fix. 
 
Cynthia (Brown) Kane, age 88, died on November 20, 2019. She        
graduated from Ohio  Wesleyan University. Cindy was involved in numer-
ous organizations and volunteer endeavors during her life, including serving 
as President of the Junior League and as Coordinator of Volunteers at the 
Everson Museum. She was predeceased by her husband, Evan O'Neill Kane 
III ("Tom") and by her sister Barbara Ann. She is survived by her twin 
brother, Wendell, by daughters Amy Phelps, Linda Batts, and Kiki  
Hagemeister, and by son  Andrew Kane. 
 
Janet "Penny" Jones Allyn ('56) died on November 38, 2019. After     
graduation from SU she taught physical education for a while before start-
ing her family. She was very involved in the Skaneateles community, serv-
ing on the town council and as the high school girls' tennis coach, as well as 
on the boards of the CNY Community Foundation, American Red Cross, 
Planned Parenthood, the Allyn Family Foundation and many other          
organizations. Surviving are her husband William and sons Scott, Eric,  
David and Mark. 
 
Virginia "Patty" (Hunt) Murdock, age 84, passed away on December 5, 
2019. Patty retired after many years from Chase Bank in Manlius. She was a 
volunteer at Manlius Library and Meals on Wheels. Patty was predeceased 
by her husband Edson. Surviving is her daughter Nancy Winiecki, as well as 
sisters Nancy, Susan, Sally, and brother David. 
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MAKE REUNION PLANNING EASIER  

Members of  The Nottingham Connection Editorial Board can 
help you with some of the items on your reunion planning list.  

• For instance, if you want to have a tour of the school, you will 

need to set a time and obtain a  permit. We can facilitate that for 
you if you let us know in plenty of time.  

•Also, if your class is considering making a gift to the school, 

we can make suggestions and help you decide what would fit 
your budget and be most beneficial to Nottingham.  

•he Nottingham quilt, which would make a beautiful accom-

paniment, is available for display at reunions.  

Please feel free to contact us at:  

 NOTTALUM@HOTMAIL.COM 

QUILTERS UNITE for 

Nottingham Quilt 

Use your skills to make squares for your class or one of the  

missing  squares of years past. Creativity and unusual     

designs and materials  a plus. 

An individual quilt panel should be 8” x 8” (total visible design) - a 

1” border all around equals a total panel size of 10” x 10”.   The 

panel must have the graduation year.  

THE MISSING YEARS ARE:  

1935, 1937, 1940, 1943, 1947, 1949, 1951, 1952, 1960, 1969, 
1972, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1982, 1984, 1985, 1987, 1988, 1989, 
1990, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2002 through 
2020.  
 

Contact The Connection, 

 nottalum@hotmail.com  for further information. 

mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com


 71 

 

 

Please keep The Nottingham Connection coming.    Here's my donation: 

 

_____  Friend  ($5 - $10) 

_____  Supporter  ($11-$25) 

_____  Patron  ($26 - $100) 

_____  Benefactor  (over $100) 

 

Contributors will be listed in our next issue.  If you wish to remain         

anonymous, please check here ____ 

Make  checks to Nottingham Connection and Mail to:   

The Nottingham  Connection,  

3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13224.             

     

email:   nottalum@hotmail.com  

Please visit our web site: http://nottingham-connection.org  

Friend us on FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/nottalum 

Check here _____(email address: _______________________________)  

if you would prefer receiving future issues of the        Nottingham Connec-

tion online. You will be notified when each new edition is available.  

Email Address:_________________ _____________________        

Please update my listing  (or add this person): 

Name (incl. maiden name if applicable) 

_______________________________________________ 

Street Address; __________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ___________________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Year of graduation ________________________________ 

 

Editor’s note: Donations are used to pay for publishing, mailing 

The Nottingham Connection, and to support current projects at 

Nottingham HS. 

STAY CONNECTED 
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