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The reality of the Essi Family's presence in, and contribution to, the      

Nottingham community came to the attention of your Connection Board 

during this past year and we felt that it was a story worthy of illumination, 

so we have decided to make it 

our cover story this year. In-

terestingly enough, the Essi 

family represents just one 

group of the makeup of our 

wonderful NHS student body 

today! 

 

Since Nadia and Afif arrived 

in    Syracuse in 1970 with 

their ten children - five boys 

and five girls - from Amman, 

Jordan, the Syracuse and 

Nottingham communities 

have become richer for it. No 

less than twenty family 

members have attended 

Nottingham High School 

during these fifty years, with most all graduating, and a good number of 

them choosing to settle in Syracuse and make it their permanent home. 

 

I wish to thank Nadia Essi, class of '06, for her assistance in gathering 

much of the information shared here, including names, class years, family 

relationships, some updates on their current lives and locations and most 

interestingly a Family Tree, starting with the  arrival of her grandparents 

in 1970. We're also proud to point out that Nadia currently teaches biolo-

gy at NHS. 

FIFTY (50) YEARS of the ESSI FAMILY  
At  NOTTINGHAM  by Phil Stone   ’61 

Family dinner at Munjed’s  

Middle Eastern Restaurant 
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rial board may share some alumni information with  Nottingham High School. 
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Cont’d on page 4 

 
ESSI FAMILY TREE 
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Essi Family Members by Their Class Years                                    
                            

 1. Maher Essi  ('72)  Had a great time at Nottingham! Great school, great 

memories! Maher lives in Monterey, California, and works as an      

Illustrator and Graphic Designer. 

 

 2.  Muna Essi Pulling ('77)  Always on the go 

and loves to travel! She moved to California 

after a year of college, then came back to 

Syracuse and worked at Pyramid Company and 

Dalpos. She met her match, Robert Pulling, and 

has three great kids. She and Robert lived in 

Hawaii, but have now settled in Saratoga 

Springs, NY.   

 

3. Munjed Essi ('79)  Started the family business with his older sister, 

Majida, and his wife, Jane, in 1984. In 1991 he expanded the business and 
opened a small tavern across the street. It’s hard to miss Munjed when you’re 
on Westcott St, but in case you do, he can be found at the park with a motley 

crew of pups, and is known at the "Dog Whisperer". 

 

4. Midhat Essi ('80) Lives in Syracuse and loves to 

travel. 

 

5. Mirvat Essi Sande ('80)  Studied cosmetology in 

Syracuse and worked for one of the top salons, 

Umberto. She met her husband and Nottingham grad, 

Gabriel Sande, and they moved to Florida where Gabe 

finished school. Mirvat and Gabe moved back to Syracuse with their son, 

Sirel, and Mirvat opened Salon 515 on Westcott St. 

 

 

6. Sammer Essi ('87)  Owner and chef 

extraordinaire of  

Munjed’s Middle Eastern Restaurant on 

Westcott Street. He is most often in the kitchen 

and his wife, Deb, is usually assisting customers. 

 

.  
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Cont’d on page  6 

7. Gabriel Sande ('88)  Married to Mirvat (Essi) 

Sande. Gabe is a pilot for Jet Blue. 

 

 

8. Jeannatte Bowmer ('89)  Lives in North Carolina. 

9. Lawrence Kiefer ('91)  Lives in New Jersey. 

10. Eva Essi ('95)  Runs Mom’s Diner, on Westcott 

Street, at the corner of Harvard Place, with her brother, 

Majid Essi. 

11. Michael Essi ('95)  Lives in Tucson, Arizona. 

 

12. Norah Essi ('98)  Now living in Syracuse. 

 

 

 

13. Afif Essi ('98)  Sadly, 

Afif passed away in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

14. Marie Essi ('00)  

(M.Pres) is a singer/songwriter and full-time 

recording artist in Miami, Florida.  

 

 

 

15. Majid Essi ('05)  Runs Mom’s Diner, on Westcott Street 

with his sister, Eva Essi. Mom's is a popular breakfast stop. 
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16. Nadia Essi ('06)  Has been 

teaching in the SCSD since 2013. Her 

career started at Frazer school, pre-K-

8, but in 2019 she found her way back 

to Nottingham teaching biology. She is 

currently pursuing a degree in 

administration at SU. Her partner, 

Aaron Jaeger, is also a teacher at 

Nottingham and they recently got 

engaged! We're happy for Nadia! 

 

 

17. Hisham  Essi ('07)  Lives in Florida and is pursuing his 

passion as a barber. 

 

18. Emily Essi ('08)  Received a BA 

from McGill University and an MPA 

from Syracuse University. She spent 

some time traveling and working abroad, 

including a two and a half year contract 

in Peace Corps Ukraine. She recently 

moved back to Syracuse and is working 

as a grant and data specialist at Home 

HeadQuarters! 

 

19. Sirel Sande ('16)  Took advantage of the 

"Say Yes" scholarship program, attending SU 

and graduating in 2020. He is currently living 

in Syracuse and considering several career 

options, including becoming an airline pilot 

and following in his father's footsteps. 
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20. Octavia Essi ('17)  Attended college in Boston, but now 

lives in Syracuse and is working at Bruegger's. 

 

21. Imani Essi Harris ('25)  In the SCSD now; on schedule to 

be an incoming freshman this fall.          

                              

22. Najlah Essi Harris ('27)  In the SCSD now; will be a NHS 

freshman in fall of 2023.      

Essi family Thanksgiving. NHS grads here include: 
Sammer, Nadia, Mirvat, Muna, Emily, Sirel and        

Gabriel. 
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Muna, Munjed, Mirvat,and Midhat as children 

Family dinner. NHS grads here are Munjed, Nadia, Emily, 
 Midhat and Maher 
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 We asked Nottingham's new Principal, Kenneth Baxter, to intro-
duce himself to  our "Bulldog Nation" of loyal alums and he was 
gracious enough to do so, for which we thank him. As you will see 
by reading about his journey, we believe that NHS will grow and 
prosper under his leadership, and the Nottingham Connection will 
support him where we can. 

Greetings Nottingham High School Alumni,  
 
It is my pleasure and my honor to introduce 
myself to you all. My educational journey be-
gan when I realized that working with children 
was more rewarding than anything I could have 
imagined. I began my career substitute-teaching 
while in college studying for my undergraduate 
degree. The children in the city schools seemed 
to be looking for someone who cared. I realized 
that my time with them was making a differ-
ence in some of their lives. At that time, I changed majors from 
studying Accounting and Law to Mathematics. I realized if I was 
going to teach I had to get a degree in something I was very good 
at doing. During my last year of undergrad, I was offered an oppor-
tunity to teach mathematics at the high school I graduated from, 
Henry Snyder High School, Jersey City, NJ.   
I attended New Jersey University and St. Peter’s College and re-
ceived my degree in Mathematics along with my teaching certifica-
tion. After 11 years of teaching mathematics, coaching basketball 
and football in New Jersey, I decided to relocate.   

In 1992, I moved to Syracuse, NY and became an active member at 
the Bellegrove Missionary Baptist Church working with the youth, 
education and men’s departments. I started teaching in Syracuse 
City School District as a long-term sub in 1993 at Nottingham 
High School. I received a permanent math position at Elmcrest 
School. At that time, I entered Syracuse University to acquire a 
master’s degree in Special Education. After 4 years, I transferred to 
Fowler High School where I continued to teach math. Two years 
later, I became the Dean of Students at Fowler and then the Math, 
Science and Technology Coordinator (MST). During this time, I   
re-entered Syracuse University to acquire a second master’s degree 
in Educational Administration and a certification to become an   
administrator.  

Cont’d on page 10 
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After four years at Fowler High School, I was promoted to 
Blodgett Pre-K-8 School for one year as an Administrative Intern, 
where I supervised grades 6-8. I was promoted vice principal the 
next year and moved to Seymour Elementary School. The district 
allowed me to return to middle school by moving me to Danforth 
Middle School where I served as vice principal for five years.  I 
moved to Nottingham as a vice principal and served here for nine 
years before I became the principal this year. I am a Bulldog for 
life at this point. My oldest son graduated from Nottingham in 
2017 and earned a scholarship to play football at Boston College. 

My goals are: 

To help build strong mentoring programs at Nottingham and rein-

state the slogan Community of Caring. 

Establish a foundation for continuous school improvement by iden-

tifying strengths and opportunities for growth for the school 

and school community. 

Collaboratively develop and communicate a clear vision for contin-

uous improvement, academic growth, and achievement. 

Identify strengths and areas for growth in curriculum and instruc-

tion, to provide professional development and continuous im-

provement. 

I truly believe that if students can see that you really care about 

their whole person, the success of the student will be fulfilled. I 

have been involved in mentorship for as long as I can remember 

and always promoted caring for students and families in need of 

guidance for their students. I am excited for the success of Notting-

ham High School. 

Respectfully, 

 

Kenneth Baxter 

Principal, Nottingham High School 
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Pete Sterpe 
 Nottingham Social Studies Teacher 

(Condensed from SCSD "Good News" newsletter) 

 
Pete Sterpe said teaching virtually has helped him reevaluate some 
of his teaching methods. Students have been interested in trying 
new activities, including using QR codes in his presentations,   
Microsoft forms, and other options that allow them to complete 
tasks from their phones rather than computers, which sometimes 
have slower connections. "I've found that being understanding 
about that and offering students other ways of showing they are 
paying attention than just being on camera causes students to be 
more willing to actually engage and connect," he added. In Mr. 
Sterpe's class, students have the opportunity to enjoy some cool 
online museum virtual tours, including exhibits at the Smithsonian 
that tie into course content. They also have more choice in what 
they are reading as well as what form they want to use to demon-
strate their learning. He says, "We are not just a tie to some sort of 
normalcy, but also have the responsibility of keeping our students 
on track and not letting this become a lost year for them." 
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Kira Smith ('93) Works with 
 Doctors Without Borders 

(from a Post-Standard article by Marnie Eisenstadt) 
 
Kira Smith, a graduate of Yale 
Medical School, left private 
practice in 2016 to work in con-
flict zones and refugee camps 
overseas as a nurse-midwife and 
a sexual violence educator.   
Doctors Without Borders has 
2,500 international workers who 
work with locals in conflict 
zones  across the globe. Kira has 

been to Ethiopia, South Sudan, Bangladesh and Myanmar.  
 
Sometimes there is open gunfire nearby, 
and she must take cover. "We help both 
sides," she says. "We help people in need. 
They don't want to see harm come our way. 
It may be their child the next day. Or their 
mother, their wife." 
 
It's not only the setting that is vastly differ-
ent from her practice in the U.S. It's the 
patients, too. Often they get no prenatal 
care because there's nowhere for them to 
get it. Sometimes the mothers are ripped 
open during childbirth because of female 
genital mutilation done to them as young 
girls. Once there was an outbreak of hemorrhagic fever (caused by 
the bite of a sand flea) which is often deadly for pregnant women. 
When an outbreak came to Mundri, in South Sudan, the hospital had 
to expand its maternity ward. Pregnant women were miscarrying, and 
babies and mothers were dying. But a group of three mothers had 
premature babies that fought to live. Smith put the mothers and their 
babies in a room together. The beds barely fit along the bare cement 
walls. The women became like sisters in their fight, cheering each 
other when the tiny babies gained weight, watching one another's ba-
bies as each mother did her laundry. Kira had put hats on the babies  
 
 

Kira at home while on break 

Kira (rt.), with a baby  

she  delivered  
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when they were born because they were too small to regulate 
their own body temperature. The hats fell right over their 
eyes. But, a month later, the hats fit snugly and the babies 
were "fat and happy" and able to go home with their moms. 
 
In Bangladesh, Kira helped women and men who were raped. 
Sexual violence is a weapon of war, but it also ends up being 
used as a weapon of  power in the camps. Women are forced 
to trade sex for food rations, safety, and drugs. Kira and her 
colleagues offered medical treatment and contraception, for 
which the women were very grateful.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wherever she goes, Kira keeps her pockets full of candy for 
the kids. She doesn't always know the language they speak, 
but sweet is the same on any tongue.  In Ethiopia, the wom-
en's health clinic was next to a clinic for children who had 
been traumatized. One of the boys gave her a pink balloon. 
On it he wrote,  in English, "We love Kira". 
 

A make-shift clinic  
in SouthSudan  

where Kira saw patients 
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Dr. Brandiss Pearson - Class of 1999 
A Model of Resilience, Determination, and           

Perseverance  
(Adapted from a Post-Standard article by Stan Linhorst) 

 
In August of 2020, Brandiss Pearson defended her disserta-
tion for a doctorate in education from St. John Fischer Col-
lege. The road she took to get to this point was long and 
bumpy. At the start, she didn't even know this was where she 
was headed, but she kept moving along, accomplishing one 
objective after another, changing her focus over time, and 
finally reached a goal she would not have dreamed possible 
twenty years ago. 
 
Brandiss started out at the University of Buffalo, studying 
accounting, but left school when she became pregnant. She 
had  her son, Shaun, went to work at Wegmans, and moved 
into Pioneer Homes. She had a second son, Brandon, two 
years later. Brandon was born with Down Syndrome and 
required immediate surgery for a bowel obstruction. Bran-
diss was so impressed with the care they received at Crouse 
Hospital that she began thinking about a career in nursing. 
She started by earning a nursing assistant certificate with 
help from the SUNY Educational Opportunity Center, then 
went on to graduate from the adult LPN program at Central 
Tech. After that she was awarded a scholarship from the Sy-
racuse Housing Authority to attend Syracuse University, 
where she earned a bachelor's degree in social work. She 
worked as a social worker for a while, then was accepted 
into St. Joseph's College of Nursing, where she earned her 
RN. At that point, St. Joe's and LeMoyne College granted 
her a scholarship to earn a post-baccalaureate certificate, 
which was required to get into the master's program. After 
earning the certificate, she stopped going to school for a 
while and worked.   
 
Brandiss went on to earn a nurse practitioner master's degree 
from SUNY Upstate. Her academic dean from St. Joe's then 
advised her to look into the Ed.D program through St. John 
Fisher College, which she did While at St. Joe’s Brandiss’ 
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While working for Syracuse     Community Health Center, 
she began the doctoral program. Her focus was "Black Wom-
en in Leadership in Predominantly White Institutions and 
Strategies for Their Wellbeing." She has now graduated with 
a Doctor of Education in Executive Leadership and is work-
ing as the Director of Community Engagement at St. Joseph's 
Health.  
 
When asked what qualities she thinks make a good leader, 
Brandiss says, "Accessibility - a leader who has an open-door 
policy. Self-care is important, so they can't be all things to all 
people at all times. But they're making sure that they're acces-
sible for colleagues and the people that they are steward over. 
A good leader is transparent. If you are unsure about some-
thing or if you're up against some of your own challenges, 
being able to communicate that allows you to show yourself 
as a leader, to say: 'These are uncertain times, and I'm figur-
ing this out, but I'm here to support you.' I think COVID-19 
has shown us that what we thought were constants or sure 
things are not." 

Brandiss with her sons, Brandon and Shaun, after grad-
uating with a master's degree in nursing. 
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Gareth Manwaring ’01 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the pandemic hit in the spring of 2020, Gareth Manwaring  and 
his wife Patricia turned their Brooklyn, New York, Roots Café into a 
food pantry, a place where those who are in need - and those who want 
to help others in need - can receive nourishment for body and soul and, 
as they describe on their website, "large doses of hope." 
 
The couple went to college together at S.U., after which they married 
and started a family. Gareth was busy with a successful career in the 
film industry and Patricia was focused on home-schooling their three 
children when, two years ago, they decided to open the café in the 
South Slope neighborhood of Brooklyn. They wanted to make it "a 
place where customers become family and people here become the fab-
ric of our lives," said Patricia. A large part of their customer base was 
teachers in the surrounding schools. When the pandemic took hold and 
schools shut down, the café's customer base began to disappear and 
Gareth's work dried up as the film industry shut down. "We were con-
cerned for ourselves, but also concerned for our extended family. We 
looked at the empty tables and made a decision: 'let's push these tables 
together and invite the community to stand with us in supporting others, 
keep the doors open and create a food pantry.'"  
 
They accepted donations and supplies to keep the tables stocked 
through the generosity of others. The pantry items are free, and so are 
the vegan chili and grilled cheese sandwiches they prepare fresh daily, 
for the homeless and for others who are hungry. Regular food items 
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remain on the menu. "Someone will come in and buy coffee and leave 
behind canned or dried goods for the pantry. The next person will buy 
coffee and take pasta home for their kids." 
 
The Manwarings estimate the café-turned-pantry has been able to pro-
vide 150 to 200 free meals each week. For those who are too afraid, or 
unable to leave their homes, volunteers bring a bag of food to their door. 
"People tell us they feel strengthened by the chance to help someone 
else," says Patricia. 

 
(Condensed from a story by Eileen Korey in the Syracuse University News, May 
4, 2020) 
 

Update, as of their website, June 2020: With the support of regular custom-
ers and patrons, they have raised more than $35,000 and are distributing 
free soup and sandwiches to anyone in need, in addition to other food 
items, diapers, and home necessities. Roots Café is now delivering food 
to approximately 30 families all over Brooklyn twice a week, and even 
opened a second food pantry in Greenpoint. The money they’ve raised 
continues to support these programs, and helps provide assistance to the 
shop’s laid-off employees. 
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Nottingham in the News  

2020 
Gleaned from the pages of the Syracuse Post-Standard  

and other news sources 

 
 
JANUARY 
 
Nottingham junior Amaya Williams is the NewsChannel 9 Ath-
lete of the Week. She scored 54 points in two games over the 
weekend to lead Nottingham to a holiday tournament win. She 
works hard on her skills and 
enjoys helping her teammates 
work on theirs, too. 
 
Governor Andrew Cuomo 
will announce plans 
Wednesday to establish in 
Syracuse the state’s first 
regional high school and 
worker training center that 
focuses on science, 
technology, engineering, arts 
and mathematics, or STEAM. The governor will commit at least 
$71.4 million to renovate the abandoned Central High School 
near downtown Syracuse into a multipurpose complex that will 
educate and train the workforce of the future, administration 
officials said. 
 
Clara Neville, Greer Foley and Greg Hartman-Souder re-
ceived Silver Keys for submissions in Drawing & Illustration, 
Photography, Mixed Media and Painting, respectively, in the 
Scholastics Art Competition. In addition, Honorable Mentions 
went to Clara Neville, Madiha Ali Ahmad, Ali Alshannan, 
Greg Hartman-Souder and Paige Sutton for their works. 



 19 

 

Amaya Williams joins the 1,000 point 
club! The junior guard became the 
17th player in school history to score 
1,000 or more points in her basketball 
career. She now has 1,020 career 
points, 323 of which have come this 
season. She averages 21.5 points per 
game. 

Natasha S. Alford ('04), is an award-winning journalist and 
Senior Correspondent at TheGrio. Her work has been featured 
in The New York Times, The Guardian and OprahMag.com, and 
she is a 2019 Pulitzer Center grantee. She reported this story for 
syracuse.com, exploring solutions to the problem of youth 
violence plaguing her hometown: "How To Stop Youth 
Violence in Syracuse: Role Models, Streetwise Mentors, 
glimpses of life's Possibilities." Here is the link: 

https://www.syracuse.com/news/2020/01/how-to-stop-youth-
violence-in-syracuse-role-models-streetwise-mentors-
glimpses-of-lifes-possibilities.html  

http://OprahMag.com
http://syracuse.com
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2020/01/how-to-stop-youth-violence-in-syracuse-role-models-streetwise-mentors-glimpses-of-lifes-possibilities.html
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2020/01/how-to-stop-youth-violence-in-syracuse-role-models-streetwise-mentors-glimpses-of-lifes-possibilities.html
https://www.syracuse.com/news/2020/01/how-to-stop-youth-violence-in-syracuse-role-models-streetwise-mentors-glimpses-of-lifes-possibilities.html
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FEBRUARY 
 
Odin Cridge received a $500    
college scholarship at a recent Cen-
tral New York Chapter of the     
National Football Foundation event. 
He was one of four Syracuse 
School District athletes similarly 
recognized during a ceremony at 
the Turning Stone Resort. 
 
Four Nottingham students have been 
selected for the 2020 All County Jazz Ensembles: Eva Diemont, 
Peyton Steele, and Helena Giner were selected for the Vocal Jazz 
Ensemble and Tim Vanable was selected as the guitarist for the 
Instrumental Jazz Ensemble. 
 
Five of our students will perform at the All-County Festival and 
Concert: Peyton Steele (voice/bass), Andreia Krantz (voice/
soprano), Malik Robinson (trumpet), Marissa Carello 
(trombone), and Lucy Skidmore (cello). 
 
Nottingham guard Mazi Jackson set a very unusual record during 
their win this week over Liverpool. He now shares with his par-
ents, Sameerah Owens and Derek Jackson, the only mother-father-
son combination in Section III history to score 1,000 career points. 
His mom played for Corcoran and ranks as the second-leading 
scorer in program history (1,728). His dad, who played for the 
Cougers and finished with 1,005 points, is in his third season as 
Bulldogs' coach. 
 
 

Nottingham in the News cont’d 

Odin Cridge,center 



 21 

 

MARCH 
 
3/16  ATTENTION, SCSD Families: Onondaga County Executive 
Ryan McMahon has announced that due to the first confirmed case 
of COVID-19 in Onondaga County, all schools in the County, in-
cluding the Syracuse City School District, will be closed at the con-
clusion of school TODAY, Monday, March 16, 2020. There will be 
no after school activities today. 
For more information on meal service and the SCSD's Contingency 
Learning plan, as well as the latest information, please visit 
www.syracusecityschools.com/Coronavirus. 
 
ESSENTIAL WORKERS, during the COVID-19 pandemic crisis: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Travon and Knai, working at 

The Nottingham senior living 

center  

Azian and Jamiya, Nottingham  
students  working at TOPS 
 grocery store. 

Phoenix Thomas, working at the 
Bishop Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Center. 
← 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.syracusecityschools.com%25252FCoronavirus%25253Ffbclid%25253DIwAR3ZEOAJ_NBxNLMsa2aJYU-CZauDP8VBJ3-SZpStnqUBacGIVHwO_dqvuWI&h=AT2NaJ5ipt3_04FpYlSKXyrhoJ0O6i4u3J6atPkYcsv9ZldtFOmnQqae_SXTzV6AP0qxlqiVSt
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"It's so important to stay  connected. 
It would be so easy to run home and 
shut the door and hide," Aaron   
Jaeger tells the kids in his online 
lecture. We have to find the right 
balance of living while protecting 
the people who are at risk. It's not 
about us, right now. We need to 
make sure  we all get through this."    
 
 
 

Six Syracuse high school students, including Nottingham's Priscila  
Carbonel and Justo Antonio,  traveled to Albany to attend the Puerto 
Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership Institute. The students were part of a 
mock assembly, along with 200 students from other delegations. They 
discussed five bills that affect the Latino community, including credit 
worthiness, teacher diversity, domestic violence registration, affirmative 
action, and graduation measures. 
 

APRIL 
Every year OCC holds a ceremony called Curriculum Honors   during 
which the   college recognizes the top student in each of the College’s 
majors. Nottingham alum 
Anthony Beckham ('96) 
is the 2020 honoree in  
Art. Student testimonial 
from Anthony Beckham: 
“Being named the top stu-
dent in the Art major 
means a lot to me because 
I never thought of what it 
took for me to get to this 
point. I had been making 
art my whole life but be-
cause of a learning disability, emotional issues, and financial difficulties, 
I didn’t pursue a college degree until my late thirties. I chose graphic 
design because I like the graphics and artwork on packaging, album co-
vers, and reading materials. I like how the art is combined in the layouts. 
I enjoy organizing things, and graphic design is basically organizing art, 
photos, and text to create a finished project. During my time in the 
graphic design program, I have really enjoyed all my classes and learned 

Nottingham in the News cont’d 
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so much. My art professors have all been so knowledgeable and 
easy to get along with. I’m so thankful to them and grateful to have 
learned from them. In my time at OCC I have tried my hardest to 
become the best student I could be. I have studied efficiently and 
put lots of time into my art projects and assignments. I plan to  
apply to Syracuse University’s Communications Design BFA  
program   either this fall or next year”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tony Trischka ('66), world renowned banjo player, started giving 
free online concerts once a week via Facebook Live. He was often 
joined by other artists, including his son, Sean.  
 

MAY 
 
5/1  Letter to SCSD families from Superintendent Jaime Alicea: 
"Today Governor Cuomo announced that all schools in New York 
State will remain closed through the end of the school year. While 
we would love to have our students return to school, we under-
stand the importance of keeping our community safe and the need 
to keep our schools closed. We will continue to provide remote 
learning and meal distribution for all students. If you have any 
questions about your child’s academics please contact their teach-
ers, counselor or school administrator. I also sent a letter home in 
the mail today regarding the 4th quarter grading procedures we are 
implementing. You can find it on our website as well. I would like 
to thank you for your continued support and patience as we work 
together during this unprecedented time.  Please stay safe." 
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5/15  Car Parade for Nottingham Class of 2020 :  Teachers and 
school staff lined the streets and stadium parking lot this evening to 
show how much they love and miss their students and how much 
they wish everyone could be together in this last month of school. 
The car parade started at 8:15 pm along Kimber Road and        
Meadowbrook Drive. Both parents and students participated, and 
there were signs, balloons and much cheering! 
 

JUNE 
 
Valedictorian                          Salutatorian                    

Lucian de Nevers         Timothy Vanable 
 
Lucian de Nevers will attend Stanford University and is most inter-
ested in a political science major with a physics minor. 
The person who inspired me the most: "Both my parents have in-
spired me so much, they're so caring and smart, they're an example 
for me; I'd be lucky to be like them someday. I'm also really in-
spired by my friends, they do incredible things and help me all the 
time." 
What I do to unwind or relax: "I listen to music all the time to relax 
and I run a lot. I play guitar when I can, but also play several sports 
for Nottingham." 
The word or phrase best that best describes my personality: 
"Compassionate" 
My advice to our graduating class: "We've missed out on our goal 
and reward for 12 years of work, and that's really hard, but we'll still 

Nottingham in the News cont’d 
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do great things and thanks to the internet we can stay together. 
I'd say keep the optimism that got us here." 
 
Timothy Vanable is headed to Columbia University in New 
York City, where he plans to major in political science and mi-
nor in jazz studies. 
The person who inspired me the most: "Quincy Jones, who rose 
from an embattled childhood in the South Side of Chicago to 
become one of the most celebrated arrangers of his time, win-
ning 28 Grammys and producing records for artists ranging 
from Miles Davis ("Miles & Quincy Live at Montreux") to  
Michael Jackson ("Thriller" and "Bad")."    
 
What I do to unwind or relax: "I'm a jazz guitarist, and that 
activity is a source of both happiness and intellectual engage-
ment." 
The word or phrase that best describes my personality: 
"Tenacious" 
My advice to our graduating class: "Find community in the 
challenges you and those around you share." 
 

GRADUATION 2020 

GRADUATION CONT’D ON NEXT PAGE 
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Seniors graduated in the midst of the coronavirus pandemic that 

dramatically changed the second half of their senior year. They had 

no in-person classes, no proms, no spring sports, and they had no 

chance to walk across the stage at commencement. A ceremony 

was held outdoors at Onondaga Community College. The gradu-

ates arrived at different times with groups of 50 cars going each 

hour. The vehicles each contained a graduate and up to two family 

members. At a tent set up in a parking lot, each graduate received a 

diploma from Superintendent Jaime Alicea and Principal Wil    

Mecum. Past the tent, the graduates got their photo taken at a 

booth. The ceremony took more than six hours. 

 

Nottingham in the News cont’d 
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Post-Standard letter to the editor by student Robin Auwaerter:  
 
"I am a rising junior at Nottingham High School. The past few 
months have been hard for me not seeing my friends regularly at 
school and the digital learning was difficult to navigate at times.  
 
Onondaga County has done a great job handling COVID-19 and the 
infection rate has been low. However, I see that people are letting 
their guard down (going outside in public without masks and not so-
cially distancing.) This has made me nervous. I do not want to be 
back in phase zero again. So please, remain vigilant! I would love to 
go back to school in the fall." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bulldog masks, donated by The Nottingham Connection, 
were given to every 2020 Nottingham graduate. The masks 

were also sold by the Booster Club. 
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 Nottingham in the News cont’d 

Section III Scholar Athletes for 2020: One male and one female student 
from each high school's graduating class are nominated by the Athletic 
Directors of their schools. Each receives a $100 scholarship as well as a 
plaque. Nottingham's winners: 
 Adonia Wade had a four year average of 93; ranked 33rd in her 
senior class. She participated in volleyball, softball and basketball. She 
was named Volleyball Team Captain, Softball Team Captain and was 
named to the All-CNY Softball Team and All-Section III Softball team. 
She was in National Honor Society and was named a Scholar Athlete of 
the Month each year, grades 9-12. She plans to attend State University of 
New York at Albany, where she would like to study journalism.  
 Lucian De Nevers had a four year average of 102; ranked 1st in 
his class, serving as Valedictorian. He participated in JV and varsity soc-
cer and varsity swimming all four years. He was named Varsity Soccer 
Captain, Varsity Swimming Captain and Burgos Swimming Invitational 
Scholarship Winner. He was an Eagle Scout. He also received the Harvard 
Book Award, was the National Honor Society President,, and competed in 
NYS DECA, as well as the Community-Wide Dialogue Program and Key 
Club. He plans to attend Stanford University and major in political science 
or physics. 
 
Scholarships: The Syracuse Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc., in collaboration with the Delta Torch Foundation, has awarded 
$1,000 scholarships to each of two Nottingham seniors for their outstand-
ing academic achievements and selfless community service. DeAsjia 
Harris received the Criss/Marsh Scholarship and Destiny Jackson-
Parker received the Gina Renee Hayden Scholarship.  
 
Cjala Surratt ('95), former Nottingham valedictorian, is Communications 
Coordinator for Light Work and Urban Video Project. Their current ins-
tallation is in support of Black Lives Matter. The installation "is a procla-
mation that we stand in solidarity 
with the protesters. We have seve-
ral artists and residents whose 
work speaks to racism and other 
kinds of social issues that are 
being brought to the floor right 
now,” said Cjala. A compilation 
of their work is projected on the 
screen outside the Everson. As 
people stop and watch the projec-
tion, she hopes they feel encouraged. “I dare people to be uncomfortable, 
to be challenged, and I hope when they’re standing on that plaza that 
they’re engaging that work and maybe asking themselves about potential 
complicity,” she said. 
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John Ginty ('96) has been named President of the 
Syracuse International Film Festival. John is current-
ly president and owner of Paragon Found             
Productions, a Syracuse-based film and media com-
pany that produces feature-length films, music and 
corporate videos, and commercials. He was a found-
ing member of the CNY Film Professionals and he 
has served as a board member and Associate Artistic 
Director for the Syracuse International Film Festival. 
 

 
JULY 
 

 
Syracuse Common Council President and         
Nottingham alum  Helen Hudson won a 2020 
Harriet Tubman Freedom Award, which is 
presented annually during the Harriet Tubman 
Freedom Musical Festival. Because of COVID-19, 
a virtual festival was held this year. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All dressed up, but nowhere to go, since all proms are canceled this 

year…….. 
 
Nottingham High School seniors Shayesta 
Baqaakhail and Nyeint Win missed their 
time together during the closure of school for 
the past several months. Baqaakhail, 
originally from Afghanistan, will attend 
LeMoyne College this fall with plans to 
become a surgeon. Win, a Myanmar refugee, is 
working on her citizenship with her family. 
She hopes to become a nurse. “My dress was 
supposed to be special for this year,” said 
Baqaakhail. “I was going to wear my tradi-
tional Afghan dress.” 
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Nottingham in the News cont’d 

Syracuse school district announces reopening plan: Nearly all high 
school students in the Syracuse City School District will be home for the 
fall, completing all of their classwork online, according to the district’s 
draft plan for reopening. High school students will only receive in-person 
instruction for science labs and career and technical education labs. The 
rest will be done online. The district will switch to a semester model for 
high school. Instead of having eight or nine courses every day for the en-
tire year, students will have four courses that they will complete by      
January. Those offerings will match the state Regents exams that are 
scheduled to be offered in January (so students aren’t tested at the end of 
the year on material they haven’t had in six months). 
 
 

AUGUST 
 
The Syracuse City School District has decided to delay in-person in-
struction until later this fall, following concerns from both teachers and 
parents. All 20,000 students in the city school district will learn online 
until Oct. 2, school board members decided following a recommendation 
from Superintendent Jaime Alicea. In-person learning would tentatively 
start Oct. 5 for families that chose a hybrid schedule. However, Alicea 
told board members that the Oct. 5 date is not set in stone. The district 
will take a look at county and statewide data about COVID-19 infections 
in late September and make a decision then. 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 
 
Hao Nguyen, a Nottingham senior, had the unique experience during the 
summer of working on a project with global influence: the Mount Everest 
Biogas Project. The project aims to help preserve the environment around 
Mount Everest, eliminating human waste and lessening the impact that 
humans have on the natural environment. “As part of the internship, I 
have been working on creating a 1:50 scale model that will be used in 
Nepal for reference during building and construction,” Hao said. “The 
project will allow the Sherpas to transport unwanted waste off the moun-
tain and compost it into natural gas for cooking or fertilizer for the land. 
This internship has taught me many skills, from learning how to use 3D 
modeling software to model building. But most importantly, this intern-
ship taught me that architecture is more than the aesthetics of the build-
ing; architecture can change the lives of many." 
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OCTOBER 
 
Condensed from an article by Marnie Eisenstadt in the Syracuse Post-
Standard:   

 The Syracuse school district will open for in-person instruction Oct. 5, 
after weeks of uncertainty. High school students will go one day a week 
(with virtual learning the other 4 days). Superintendent Jaime Alicea 
announced that safety precautions will be in place when the doors open. 
They include: At least one air filter in each classroom; desk partitions to 
provide a layer of protection when students are eating or having a mask 
break; plastic face shields for staff who work in reception and other public 
facing areas; masks for each classroom in case students show up without 
them or need another one; N-95 masks for those who need them; a 
forehead thermometer for each staff member. 

 

Board members got a sense of how the hybrid instruction will work from 
Laura Kelley, who is in charge of the district's curriculum planning. Tech-
nology has been a concern for the district, where 40% of children live in 
poverty and many households do not have internet access. Several board 
members asked if there were enough computers for all the students who 
need them. Kelley said the district has distributed nearly 10,000 laptops to 
students, along with 1,900 WiFi hotspots. Requests are still coming in and 
will likely continue throughout the year. Since Friday night, 860 families 
asked for computers. The district is working to get those to students this 
week. Kelley said some families are using paper packets delivered by 
teachers because that's what they've requested. The district has tried to 
change what it's doing to fit the needs of students and their families,     
Kelley said. 

NOVEMBER 
Learning remotely and in a hybrid model can 
be challenging for students of all ages. SCSD 
alumni took the time to share their words of 
encouragement for students to help motivate 
them to persevere through these challenging 
times. Mulah Hser ('19) is currently studying 
Childhood Education at SUNY Oneonta.    
Mulah worked as a Resident Advisor for Ford 
Hall while she was on campus. Now that she's 
learning from home, she works closely with 
the Educational Opportunity Program as a Hall 
Facilitator to help EOP students who are just 
like her cope with virtual learning. She says her goal, post graduation, is 
to work for the Syracuse City School District. She wants to become the 
kind of teacher that she cherished and looked up to when she first started 
school in the SCSD. 

 

"My advice to students is to 
have resilience. Be ready to 
pick yourself back up ten 
times stronger, wiser, and 
more prepared!" 
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 Nottingham in the News cont’d 

Mock Election: SCSD students and staff showed their civic readiness by 
taking part in the District's annual mock election. "Mock elections are a 
wonderful opportunity to prepare students for civic readiness,"           
Nottingham U.S. History and SUPA American History teacher Don   
Little explained. "Voting as we examine this current election is an ex-
traordinary responsibility. More than 100 million people voted before 
election day. How awesome is that! It really doesn't matter who they vot-
ed for…Democracy is clearly the big winner. How exciting!" All Social 
Studies teachers, grades K-12, were invited to present lessons relating to 
the election and related issues. Many saw this mock election as an oppor-
tunity to bring learning to life and engage students in the voting process 
from start to finish.  
 

DECEMBER 
 
The Nottingham Film Society students join together each Friday to watch 
a classic film, such as Rear Window, Gidget, My Fair Lady, and Gone 
With the Wind. This year the group has been meeting virtually, via teams, 
but the camaraderie that comes from the shared viewing experience is 
still the same. "I'm just excited to start watching movies again," senior 
Sinead Feeney O'Connor said of the Film Society's teams viewings. "I 
really love movies and it's a fun thing to do on a Friday, to watch movies 
and relax after a whole week of school."  
 
Nottingham senior vocalist Peyton Steele was recently selected as one of 
only 24 students in New York State to participate in the (virtual) All State 
Vocal Jazz Ensemble. He learned collegiate level Vocal Jazz repertoire to 
record and present for the New York State School Music Association   
conference in December. 
 
12/10 A Nottingham parent posted this on Facebook: "There was a fire 
drill in the school today. My kid's teacher did not want to lose what little 
class time they have, so they moved to their phones and continued the 
lesson while they evacuated the building. You could hear all the people 
in the background and then you hear the teacher say 'You bet I'm still 
teaching. I moved to my phone.' Never, ever question a teacher's        
dedication. Thank you teachers for all you do!" 
 
12/17  Due to the increased number of staff and students currently in iso-
lation and/or quarantine due to COVID-19, the SCSD will be switching 
to 100% remote instruction for all students and staff beginning on    
Monday, December 21st. We plan on returning to our hybrid model of       
instruction after Holiday Recess, on Monday, January 4th.  
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Judie Cynkus Rice ('56) posted this on Facebook:  
 
If you don't already subscribe/donate to "The Nottingham Connection", 
you're missing out on a great yearly book/magazine/publication. My 2020 
copy arrived this week, and I've read and reread it. There's a wonderful 
tribute to Sue Herbst, a noted alum, and several others who've made their 
mark in many areas. Photographs, reunion notifications, memorial notic-
es, Nottingham in the News accolades…really terrific editing and presen-
tation! I laughed my way through a piece written by John Beach (1950), 
and then had to read it again…particularly his portion about Miss Hazel 
Bush, who so many of us suffered with, and who put up with us for years 
and years. The publication is non-profit, and the editors do a marvelous 
job with it. Donations are accepted, and the book is mailed, even interna-
tionally. The donations are used to pay for the publishing and mailing, 
and to support current projects at NHS…from $5.00 onwards and        
upwards. You can reach the editors at nottalum@hotmail.com and at 
The Nottingham Connection, 3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse NY 13224.  
Kudos to the editors on this year's issue! I'm going to go read John's piece 
again…he's got to be related to Charlie; things run in families! Enjoy, 
everyone; be wise, be safe, be well! 
 
Hank O'Neal wrote this to the Principal:  
 
I am a Nottingham graduate, class of 1958, and I just received a box of 
my latest book, Sincerely, Ty Cobb. Under ordinary circumstances I don't 
think you would care about this baseball memoir but the circumstances 
aren't ordinary. Most of the action takes place in Syracuse and the last 
three chapters or so deal with the 1956-57-58 high school baseball season 
in Syracuse, how the Nottingham team did in those years and how I did 
on the team, which was mediocre. I thought it would be a nice addition to 
your library. 
 
I could send it to the school but given the state of the plague, and who 
knows when anything is going to open, I thought it might be safer if I 
sent it directly to you. If you are a baseball fan it could take the place of a 
game on a Saturday afternoon and if you are not you can still keep it safe 
until the school reopens, which it will one day. Just let me know where 
you'd like it sent and I'll snail mail it in your direction. 
 
While searching for your email address I came upon the Nottingham 
Wiki entry and much to my surprise found myself wedged in between 
Gordon McRae and Camille Paglia. I don't know who makes those Wiki 
sites but those are two good people to be sandwiched in between. McRae 
actually showed up at the school one day, sang to us at a special assembly  
 
 

LETTERS and NOTES 
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Hank O’Neal cont’d 
and gave the cap he wore in Carousel to the school. He was really very 
good and it was a lovely moment. The cap lived in a display case oppo-
site the auditorium during the years I was there. And it's fun to see Mick-
ey and John on the list as well. They were a year ahead of me. All four of 
us learned to spell at least a little at   Nottingham. 
 Good luck with the fall term. I'm sure it will be a challenge. My 
father was the assistant school superintendent in the 50s and early 60s. 
He had a few challenges but nothing like this. Hang in there.  
 
Best Regards, 
Hank O'Neal 
 
Editors' note: The book is in our safe-keeping, until renovations in the 
school have been completed. The new library will be awesome! 
 

Mark Bucci Award 
 

Asaria Wright and Jacier Oliver are the recipients of the 
2020 Mark Bucci Award, given to two graduating seniors who 
have participated in track and/or cross-country and have 
demonstrated leadership, dedication and athleticism in their 
chosen sport. This award is given in memory of Nottingham 
alum Mark Bucci ('86) by his family. 
 

 
 

Asaria Wright          Jacier Oliver 
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Is an Inclusive Community Possible? 

by Thelie Trotty-Selzer 
(Reprinted from The Jewish Observer of CNY, November 2020) 

 
The Civil Rights Movement occurred over half a century 
ago. In its earliest beginnings, Rabbis Herschel and     
Eisendrath aligned with Dr. Martin Luther King and 
joined future congressman John Lewis in Selma, Ala-
bama in the march across Edmund Pettus Bridge. Since 
that time, little has changed the nature of the systemic 
institutionalized racism that permeates American life, 
regardless of class or ethnic group. 
 
As a Native American [Oglala-Lakota], the cruelty of 
racial prejudice has not been absent from my experience. I am a Jew by 
choice. I chose to marry a Jew. My daughter was raised as a Jew. I under-
stand fully two reminders for the Jew by choice: no one has the power to 
make me feel non-Jewish without my consent, and it is my responsibility to 
continue, with my husband, to develop a set of Jewish values and a lifestyle 
that are meaningful for our family. 
 
If our commandments have any meaning, we must be seriously committed to 
tikun olam. It is as important as any other obligation or commandment. We 
must confront our own racism and begin to emerge dedicated to improving 
the world, not just a Jewish world. Jews of Color and Jews of Many Hues 
have advanced this conversation. As we Jews have suffered the plight of be-
ing a minority community, so have most communities of color. We must 
return to the alliance that once existed to collaboratively become the agents 
of change. Then, as a future of great diversity evolves, we can demonstrate 
leadership in how to seek a pathway toward social justice, righteousness and 
a single community sharing this land. 
 
We must change the paradigm of our own socialization. Let us embrace the 
wisdom from this quote: Equal rights for others does not mean less rights 
for you. It is not pie. 
 
Thelie Trotty-Selzer is a former teacher of social science at Nottingham 
High School, who also co-taught "Introduction to Judaism" at Temple Con-
cord and served as co-president of the National Council of Jewish Women. 
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A Tragic Moment in Nottingham History 
…and the Powerful Life Lessons I Learned 

by Bruce Waltuck,  
Class of 1969 

 
In the Fall of 1968, I was supposed to be in my junior year at Nottingham. 
I loved the school, my friends, my education, and my activities. Yet in the 
world outside Nottingham... and long, long before the internet was so 
much as a dream, events were occurring that powerfully influenced what 
would happen inside our beloved school. I say “supposed to be in my jun-
ior year...” as I had decided that with AP history, and doubling in English 
that year, I could graduate a year early. 
 
Following the assassination of Martin Luther King, Junior, I remember 
listening to the radio to the unfolding anger and riotous responses that were 
happening in Syracuse just a few miles from my home. The halls and 
rooms of      Nottingham, and the presence of friends and faculty, were a 
welcome source of comparative calm in my teenage world. 
 
Until... the day, later in 1968, when I was in the cafeteria with my friends 
after lunch and we began to notice a group of older teens and young men 
who had entered the building and were now forming a circle at the cafete-
ria perimeter. My friends and I quickly got out to the main hall, and then 
back to our classrooms. I was in Chemistry, with Max Newman as my 
teacher. An announcement was made from the office to lock the classroom 
doors. All of us were back...except one student. You may know the events 
of that sad day, when outsiders came in and created a violent melee, in 
which the principal and two students were injured. Mr. Newman, a large 
strong guy who had once been a bulldozer operator, told us he was going 
out to get the missing student. We locked the door behind him, 
and...waited. In a few minutes, we heard Max knocking and calling at the 
door. We let him in...as he supported our now injured fellow student. 
 
The most important lessons I learned from these hard days at Nottingham 
came from the brilliant and courageous T. D. Trotty. Miss Trotty had been 
my 10th-grade history teacher. Recognizing and responding to the racial 
inequities and tensions that were present in Nottingham, Syracuse, and the 
nation, Miss    Trotty convened a series of open dialogues where we heard 
the stories of each other. Where we could truly listen, without pre-judging. 
Where we could be open to each other’s truths and, together, seek ideas 
and actions to make things better for everyone. 
 
I did graduate in 1969. That fall, I began my studies at Syracuse            
University. I had decided it was important to my experience to live on 
campus. New friends, new learning. I was an Economics major, and my 
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first class was the last Mel Eggers taught before moving into an administra-
tive job, from which he later became Chancellor. 
 
In the Spring of 1970, another violent incident shook America, and rever-
berated powerfully at Syracuse University. The students shot at Kent State 
brought demonstrations to campuses nationwide. One night, at 3:00 in the 
morning, my roommate and I were awakened to footsteps running in the 
hall. We dressed quickly, and went to the lounge area. By word-of-mouth, 
we learned that the student government had gone in and taken over the Ad-
ministration Building. They had seized the center of Syracuse University. 
The takeover was tense but peaceful. In the week that followed, student 
government, led then by the soon-to-be-nationally-known David Ifshin (he 
is seen in the photos of Jane Fonda in North Viet Nam), had meetings with 
SU’s chancellor and leaders. The Syracuse police maintained a tense calm, 
and thousands of students assembled peacefully to hear concerns and con-
sider options. 
 
The student takeover ended peacefully. Exams were canceled, and the se-
mester ended. That following fall, as I returned to campus, the new Chair 
of the Economics Department, Jim Price, wanted to create a new forum to 
hear student concerns. I immediately volunteered, and brought the lessons I 
learned from Miss Trotty at Nottingham to the new situation. We formed 
what was the first joint student-faculty governing committee in any depart-
ment at SU. I and other Economics majors sat fully as equals with other 
professors and administrators. Like we did in Nottingham, we shared our 
stories, suspending judgment, and truly listening. In an unprecedented way, 
we were literally making decisions on everything from degree requirements 
to budgets, and - yes, really - faculty tenure decisions. No one I knew at 
SU, or anywhere else, was doing what we did. 
 
I can not take credit for what we achieved in the Economics Department 
with our student-faculty governing group. But I can, and do, recognize and 
honor the roots of my learning about the power of respectful dialogue and 
true listening, which came straight from Miss Trotty, and the walls and 
halls of Nottingham. May everyone in the Nottingham community continue 
to learn and apply these ways of being better together. 
 
Bruce Waltuck, MA, Complexity, Chaos, and Creativity 
Yes it really says that on the diploma 
Kean University School of Management and Marketing 
 
      Cont’d on next page 
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To “The Nottingham Connection”: 
It was my pleasure to write this.  Much of my life and work have in-
volved facilitating groups and dialogue. My experience at Notting-
ham during these unique and historic times was truly special. From 
the larger-than-life character of Latin teacher Mrs. Metosh, to the 
popping into classrooms of future comedian/actor Jeff Altman, to 
bandmate and gifted trumpet player George Eckenrode conducting 
the annual musical play pit bands, and asking me - a tuba player 
who also played guitar (meaning I could read the bass notes and 
knew the fingering) - to play the upright bass for two musicals, an 
instrument I had never touched. Summer band concerts outside with 
then band-leader Jack Ianotta (who wouldn’t let Gary Lucas wear 
sandals to practice because only hippies did that). All this, and of 
course, much more.   
 
My thanks to you and all who are continuing to chronicle the endur-
ing legacy and vitality of Nottingham.  
All the Best, Bruce 
 

“The Tragic Moment….” By BRUCE WALTUCK,   

 cont’d from pg 37 

 

MAKE REUNION PLANNING EASIER  

Members of  The Nottingham Connection Editorial Board can 
help you with some of the items on your reunion planning list.  

• For instance, if you want to have a tour of the school, you will 

need to set a time and obtain a  permit. We can facilitate that for 
you if you let us know in plenty of time.  

•Also, if your class is considering making a gift to the school, 

we can make suggestions and help you decide what would fit 
your budget and be most beneficial to Nottingham.  

•he Nottingham quilt, which would make a beautiful accom-

paniment, is available for display at reunions.  

Please feel free to contact us at:  

 NOTTALUM@HOTMAIL.COM 
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David Baker: A Lesson for Our Times?  
By Paul R. Harvey 

 
David Baker, Class of  ’72  , recently sat with us to 
discuss life as a “ 60 something” 'Ham grad. The first 
thing Dave said to me brought a laugh  because  I shared 
the thought and feeling and suspect that most of our 
graduates, now and throughout the years, have felt the 
same way. 
 
“You know,” he said, “I don’t remember all that much.” 
He then went on to reflect on the fact that he was a quiet 
kid, who didn’t work as hard at his studies as he should 
have. He also was not a big image at school. His memo-
ries were of being  in a concert band that played at sporting games but was 
never a marching band. His understanding of what year it was came from 
what concert he was preparing for. He vaguely remembers that Nottingham 
was always considered to be the school for the kids who were better off, alt-
hough he didn’t feel it applied to him. His one strong affection seems to have 
been from being in a jazz band; something he carried on into the future. 
 
College at SUNY Plattsburgh was better for Dave. As a drummer and vocal-
ist, he majored in music, was part of AXYSS, a jazz quartet, and performed in 
a campus party/rock band called Willy Waffle and the Flapjacks. All in all, it 
was a great time. After graduation Dave knocked about a bit with his most 
enjoyable work being regular gigs with a wedding band. Then in 1982 he 
turned to acting with a role in the Arthur Miller play, The Creation of the 
World and Other Business for the Landmark Theatre Wing. He was good 
and he was versatile and theaters depended on him, as audiences loved him. 
Dave began to get major roles such as one of the only two actors in the play 
Greater Tuna, in which he had to play ten different roles.   
  
Getting serious, Dave took thirty weeks of acting instruction from famed 
Syracuse University Director Gerard Moses. Picking up steam, he traveled 
down to New York and joined The American Academy of Dramatic Arts 
whose most famous graduate was Robert Redford. He now knew what he 
enjoyed and began to do professional work in regional, stock, and dinner 
theaters. He also began to diversify. Along with his many theater gigs, he 
became a regular in Summer Stock, working at the Salem Summer Theater 
in Salem, New York, for 18 seasons as both an actor and a director. He trav-
eled to Europe twice as "Lt. Schrank" in the traveling company of West Side 
Story. Turning to audio book work he did over a hundred books for 
“Audible” and “Full Cast Audio.” Authors whose books he narrated include 
Harold Robbins, Robert A. Heinlein, and Clifford D. Simak. Movies? Sure.  
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He started with a student film at SU entitled 10 Musicians and 
then found himself in a legitimate film Impossible Choice, which 
can be seen at Amazon today. Dave worked in TV productions 
such as Unsolved Mysteries and CBS Sunday Morning. 
 
Throughout the years Dave has had regular modeling work and 
has been often seen on local TV as, among other things, an appli-
ance repairman. Never having a steady career at one business, 
Dave has had many adventures and has enjoyed his skills and tal-
ent while making a little money in disparate ways. For years now 
he has had a role in the talent shows at the Great New York State 
Fair, starting as an emcee and then graduating to management. He 
has also performed for many years as the vocalist with the Stan 
Colella orchestra and has fronted his own Frank Sinatra Tribute 
show. Never shirking an opportunity, he is now a 
"standardized patient" appearing in Upstate Hospital's education 
work. I suspect it takes a real actor to  mimic all the different  me-
dical issues we face now for a leading medical institution. 
 
Like many of us, the Pandemic has played havoc with David’s 
life. He still has the State Fair job but there is no money coming in 
until the Fair opens again. Likewise, all of the theaters and concert 
halls, any establishments with live music, and all outdoor perfor-
mances - all the places where a showman does his schtick - are 
closed for now. Asked how he’s doing  he shrugs and says, “I’m 
all right,”  quickly adding, “but damn glad for Social Security”, 
and laughs.  
 
Advice for younger kids? Dave avoids sounding like an expert. “I 
think they just need to do what’s important. Do your best, always, 
and don’t worry about the unimportant stuff. A lot of the folks 
who seemed to have it made didn’t do all that well in the long run. 
I was a quiet guy and, you know, being a wall flower isn’t that 
bad.” He repeats he really doesn’t know all that much, but then 
shows that maybe - just maybe - he does. 
 
After all, he has no regrets and a lot of good memories. He does 
what he loves, even if it’s a bit on hold right now. He expects to be 
busy as soon as life normalizes and he enjoys that kind of busy. 
The work he does he can do forever, if he chooses to. He’s slim, 
good looking, and other than some age-related aches and pains, 
looks like a young man. How many of us can say that after reach-
ing Social Security age? 
 



 41 

 

After our classmates' responses to last year’s 

Connection article (60th Reunion Alert) we have 

chosen September 24, 25 and 26 of 2021 as the 

best dates to accommodate everyone’s respons-

es. We can now move forward to make the cele-

bration happen.  

 

First, we’ve decided that we need a count of all of our classmates who are 

planning to attend so that we can create, for us, a super and enjoyable time 

together. 

 

Before we can firm up any plans for venues, activities and any Covid-19 

considerations, a rather firm count is needed. We’re asking that you please 

provide your information by May 27th directly to either Jane Sheedy 

Stopher or Phil Stone. Also, let us know if your spouses or anyone else 

will be attending with you. 

 

Elsewhere in this Nottingham Connection, there is an article providing an 

update on the progress of the NHS renovations, started in June of 2019. 

Please see it and the pictures which  will reveal some surprises that were 

hidden from us during our years at NHS. Among our reunion plans would 

be a tour of Nottingham on Saturday the 25th. 

 

Please, “come one and all”, as we wish to reunite with our ’61 Bulldog 

classmates. 

 

Please contact Jane or Phil and let us know your plans. 

Jane: email:  jsstopher@msn.com  cell (315) 447-8625 

Phil email:  philstone61@gmail.com  cell (315) 472-5960   
 
 

CLASS OF 1961 - 60th  REUNION - SEPT 24-26th 

1961 quilt panel 

mailto:jsstopher@msn.com
mailto:philstone61@gmail.com
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NHS CLASS OF 1970 –   TAKE NOTICE 
                     
      Our 50th Reunion, which was planned for October 9 
and 10, 2021   HAS BEEN POSTPONED! 
       2022 will be our year for one FANTASTIC 50th 
Reunion, celebrating the 40th  anniversary of our 12th Re-
union (In case you don’t remember, we had our 10th reun-
ion in our 12th year after graduation.)!!  

 STAY TUNED for detailed updates about our Reunion 
via email or post. 

PREVIOUS  issues of The Nottingham 

Connection, as far back as 2003, can 

be accessed at our website:  

 Nottingham-Connection.org    

http://Nottingham-Connection.org
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Nottingham High School Class of 1971 

50th Year Reunion 
New Dates: September 16-18, 2022 

 
Classmates and Syracuse Friends of the Class, 
 
Thank you to so many classmates for your support in responding to 
our recent communication regarding 50th Year Reunion plans. After 
considering your thoughts, the overwhelming opinion was that it is a 
pragmatic decision to postpone our seminal event for one year in or-
der to fully ensure that Covid-19 is more substantially in the rear 
view mirror. 
 
While it is likely that most 65+ individuals will be vaccinated within 
the next couple of months, the consensus is that the reunion is far too 
important to lose out on the attendance of friends who aren’t quite 
ready to travel. Perhaps most importantly, our classmates want an 
event with unmitigated personal interaction without face masks, 
strongly preferring hugs over elbow-bumping. 
 
Fortunately, we have been able to seamlessly move most all of our 
contractual arrangements to the new dates of Friday evening, Sep-
tember 16, to Sunday morning, September 18, 2022. SAVE THE 
DATES!!! So far, this includes the venue for our Saturday night 
function at the Downtown Syracuse Marriott (former Hotel Syra-
cuse), room blocks and group rates there, and at the Jefferson Clinton 
Hotel as well. 
 
In conclusion, with the year’s delay, it is incumbent on everyone to 
keep healthy. Let’s be sure to use the additional time to get word out 
to our friends. Warmest regards to all of our fellow classmate 
“huggers”, and Syracuse friends of the Class. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mark S. Erlebacher, Valerie Cavalheri and Gary Feldman 
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 We, of the Class of '70, whom we have dubbed "The Gang of 
4" (and you'll see why), wanted to share with you some of the important 
activities in which we've been engaging in preparation for what will 
now be our delayed 50th Class Reunion. The "Gang", comprised of 
Janelle Resnick Marciano, our fearless leader, the highly virtuous Sue 
Pulver Simon, Linda Birnbaum Friedman, our uber-great driver to any-
where we want to go, and me, Roberta Svoboda aka Birdie Block, con-
vened last September at Janelle's beautiful, recently-acquired cottage on 
Big Moose Lake (BML) for an Adirondack Summit. We completed 
some exceptionally serious reunion-related business, and if you don't 
believe that, you may not realize what four old Bulldogs can accom-
plish while in kayaks, on back roads, around the bonfire, in our pajamas 
sipping coffee, taking in the sights, gossiping as needed, engaging in 
highly intellectual discussion, gut-splitting laughter, enthusiastic porch-
sitting, and the renaming of Janelle's Alexa to something far more inter-
esting and only marginally appropriate.... all the while with little, if any, 
internet access. 

 So perhaps this would be a good 
time to roast our host by reporting that 
Janelle had an absolute obsession with kill-
ing the entire mouse population in the Adi-
rondack Park that wanted to spend time 
relaxing, eating and mating in and around 
her cat-less abode. The traps she developed 
were endlessly creative and increasingly 
successful as the days passed, so much so 
that we began to pity the cute little critters. 
Sue, Linda and I, that is, but not Janelle. 

Birdie, Sue, Janelle, & Linda 

Sue          Linda         Janelle 

Class of  ’70 Adirondack Adventure 
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And regarding that bonfire I mentioned? Well, let me just say that 
while Janelle's back was turned as she was squirting lighter fluid into 
the open flame, assuring us that this is common backwoods-practice, 
Linda, Sue and I were planning our horror-filled exits from those 
lawn chairs which we could barely get our bodies up out of, even 
when NOT terrified.   

 But now, in the spirit of fair play, I 
should tell you that Linda and I shared a 
warm, lovely and well-appointed bedroom 
about which I was a little concerned as I can-
not sleep a wink if anyone is snoring, which 
Linda admitted she, at times, may. So I 
stuffed my ears with cotton and promptly fell 
off to sleep, and in the morning, I happily told 
Linda she didn't snore at all, to which she re-
plied, "but YOU did". So enough of the nice-
ties... If you know Sue, you may also know 
that she is generally very demure, a wonderful 
and thoughtful conversationalist, and very level-headed. One should 
also however realize that she is THE quintessential stealth comedian 
with a wit that will rise up outta nowhere and cause you to squirt cof-
fee, wine or guacamole right out of your nose. Did I say enough 
about Linda? She is one of the most hardy among us and, upon our 
arrival, she and Janelle were the first in the kayaks on the absolutely 
beautiful sparkling blue water of the iconic Big Moose Lake. 

 There is a certain feeling of exhilaration you get in the wil-
derness, especially if you live to tell about it. For instance, Janelle 
and Sue took a dip in the legendary frigidity of the post-Labor Day 
lake, proclaiming that, in just 10-15 minutes, all of their wrinkles 
were transformed into something reminiscent of donut glaze. They 
survived anyway, just as did Linda and I, as we ventured into, and v-
e-r-y carefully out of, a camp property that was tucked back from the 
road with a sign that clearly read, "KEEP OUT!" 

 Anyway, Janelle and her husband Mike, Class of '69, had 
made quick friends of a rugged contractor/logger/BML native, who 
re-designed, modified and beautified their new ADK home. It was he 
to whom Janelle introduced me for driving directions from BML to 
the Thousand Islands where I was headed to encroach upon yet an-
other hapless friend of mine with a second home. So, leaning on the 
pulled-down bed of his Ford 550, in his red flannel shirt, he gave me 

Cont’d on page 46 

Janelle           Linda 
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N-S-E-W directions, which was his first 
mistake. He sketched out maps for me, re-
petitively... on scraps of plywood, of course, 
and spoke excitedly of obscure landmarks to 
guide me. He was VERY patient, as my face 
must have indicated pure confusion, and he 
warned me of the likelihood of encountering 
a real live moose along the dirt road short-
cut he suggested I take, as well as how to 
avoid a collision with Bullwinkle himself. 
Well, after about 2.3 miles down that road 
with my Camry and a concomitant loss of 
traction, faith AND cell service, I turned 
around and started out again from where I 
began, avoiding the contractor/logger/BML 

guy, and happy to have survived. 

 Regardless of her exposing me to the above, Janelle was certain-
ly a wonderful guide and a most gracious host. We had lunch and a little 
retail therapy in Inlet, NY, and toured beautiful BML on the Marciano 
pontoon boat that she navigated with expertise, complete with a narrated 
history of the surrounding cottages, boat houses and camps that were so 
familiar to her and full of warm memories from her childhood. I had also 
spent many days an entire lifetime ago at BML, and Janelle made sure 
that we re-visited each place and told every tale. The old chapel I remem-
bered was just the same, but Covewood Lodge, where I stayed many a 
time, was not recognizable to me except for a vivid visual memory of Mr. 
Major Bowes standing on the shore of Big Moose Lake, recounting to a 
friend and me the story of Grace Brown in An American Tragedy by  
Theodore Dreiser, which took place at that very location. 

 What each of the four of us anticipated and, indeed, fully realized 
was that a couple of days with close friends can do one's heart a world of 
good... sharing meals, taking walks, telling our stories in the early morn-
ing hours, and enjoying the deck in the evening, simply watching the 
leaves turn to Autumn. We talked of many, many things, as women do... 
love, childbirth, growing old(er), the unintended shifting of body parts, 
joy and grief, things we remembered and things we lost. It's safe to say 
that the time we spent together was precious and our friendships grew 
ever-deeper, but, truth be told, our best intentions to spend our time in the 
Adirondacks   making plans for our Class of '70 reunion, simply faded 
into the shade of the majestic pines…. 

 

 

Birdie, Sue, and Janelle 
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 Stay tuned for further updates, and please be sure to       
forward to any one of us any changes in your contact information. 

 

Janelle Resnick Marciano - jmarcia@twcny.rr.com 

Roberta Svoboda - roberta.a.svoboda@gmail.com 

Sue Pulver Simon - suesimon@hotmail.com 

Linda Birnbaum Friedman - linbfri52@gmail.com  

 

Written by Roberta “Birdie” Svoboda 

                   
  Hey, Alums!   
Do you have memories of, or anec-

dotes about, your years at Nottingham 
HS that you would like to share?  Have 
you had interesting experiences in the 
years since?  We would love to hear 
from you.  Send your     recollections/
thoughts/narrative to our email 
adress: 

 nottalum@hotmail.com with  
“From the Mailbag” in the Subject line 

mailto:jmarcia@twcny.rr.com
mailto:roberta.a.svoboda@gmail.com
mailto:suesimon@hotmail.com
mailto:linbfri52@gmail.com
mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
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Renovation Project at Nottingham 

 
As the summer of 2019 began it was a new time for Nottingham High 

School. As we were saying goodbye to an admired principal, David 

Maynard ('80), and hello to a new one,    Will Mecum, another big 

change was happening: renovations. A construction project that would 

span 3 years was beginning, and Nottingham would never be the same. 

 

The first summer was mostly about abatement. When staff and stu-

dents returned in the fall, the only change that was noticed was our 

lives were disrupted. Little did we know this was an understatement. 

Teachers were in different spaces and students were not sure where 

their classes were being held. Math rooms in the band room, English 

rooms in the business rooms, and Tom Little in the chorus room. But 

then, half way through the school year, we were able to return to 

rooms on the second floor. They were beautiful. Not only was there 

fresh paint, new floors, new ceilings, and new large interactive boards, 

the most exciting new item was (and is)…..air conditioning! Super 

exciting for Nottingham, especially for the rooms on the courtyard 

side; can’t wait for that first 90 degree day to see how great it feels.  

  

Then, as we were going to see more new spaces, in a flash, the pan-

demic hit. While our students and staff began to work remotely, con-

struction was able to continue. Again, the biggest hurdle was abate-

ment, but they persevered.  

 

A year and a half later, there are many changes around our school. One 

of the big differences everyone will notice is the main lobby. It is 

amazing. When abating the area, they discovered large domes in the 

ceiling. We knew this architectural find must not be removed, there-

fore the architect went back to the plans to redesign the ceiling. The 

domes now have recessed lighting with large circular lights in the mid-

dle. There will be, though not completed at the time of composing this 

article, a new staircase in the main lobby that leads up to the second 

floor. At the top of the new staircase will be the new entrance to the 

library, which has been remodeled. You will see new rugs, new con-

ference rooms, new computer labs, and an open industrial-like ceiling. 
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The project is still a year from being completed. The area around 

the Len Fonte Center for the Performing Arts (main auditorium) is 

the next area to be renovated. This curved corridor, to the left of the 

main doors, is where the new main office will be located. Once all 

the work is complete, we will host an open house for students, staff, 

alumni, and the community to see. Enjoy the pictures. 

 

Editors' note: We wish to thank NHS Vice Principal Michelle 
"Missy" Zappala for her efforts in providing this article and all of 
the photos which provide a great look at many of the changes 
taking place at Nottingham during this 3 year renovation project. 
Her enthusiasm for helping us is much appreciated and, as she 
said, the most exciting new item is the air conditioning to be 
enjoyed by everyone for many years to come. What an upgrade! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Library - same raised area newly carpeted  
and painted 

Library- raised area being built 
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 Library - shows new main desk on raised platform 

Main Entrance - Shows old original (hidden) ceiling  
with asbestos ceiling gone 
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Main Entrance - Now shows new light rings  
inside recessed domes 

Main Entrance - Shows new tile from entry level floor  
rising to top of 2nd floor ceiling 
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Shows installation of new staircase to 2nd floor and library 

Looking down the new staircase to the 1st floor from 2nd floor.  
Notice the large lighted rings reflecting off of the  

main entrance floor below. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 2020 
 
 

 Balance on 12/31/2019 ……………. $11,011.28 
 
           Total Donations in 2020 …………….$  5,290.00 
 
 Publishing/Mailing Expenses 2020 ...$  1,143.39 
 
 NHS logo personal face masks provided 
 to students in 2020 graduating class   $    600.00 
 
 Other Expenses in 2020 …………… $    650.11 
 (2020 NHS yearbook, computer assistance,  
 ink, office and meeting supplies, bank account                                  
 charges, donation to Hebrew Day School                                                                 
 in memory of Marlene Konsens) 
 

 Grants to Teachers 2020  ………….. $      0.00 * 
    (see note) 
 
            Total Expenses 2020 ……………… $  2,393.50 
 
             Balance on 12/31/2020 …………... $ 13,907.78 
   
*NOTE: Due to the (COVID-19) need for virtual teaching 
and other demands on their time, NHS staff was not able to 
follow through with their grants which had been approved for 
2020. It is expected that their 2020 grants will be fulfilled be-
fore June 2021. New grant requests for 2021 will be consid-
ered. 
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We thank the following for their donations to               

The Nottingham  Connection. Donations are used       

primarily to pay for publishing and mailing                  

The Nottingham Connection, and secondarily to support  

teacher grants and current projects at  Nottingham High School                                     

DONATIONS from Our ANGELS 

Patrons   ($26 - $100) 

Benefactors  (over $100) 

Jerry Bodow 
Roseanne Leipzig 
Dr. Morris Torres, in memory 
 of  Judi Torres 
Richard Roomian 
Bernard Weisbond,  in 
 memory of  Suzanne 
 Pearlman Weisbond 
Dr. Robert Resnick 
Quentin Kopp 

Marc Katzman & Judy Isaacs 
 Katzman 
William Schuerch 
Mark Weinstein 
Eleanor Theodore 
Gary Kaplan 
Martha Williams Thompson 
Philip Stone 
 

Alex (Sandy) Lea 
Allen Kanter & Rita 
 Tessier Kanter 
Allen Kosoff 
Ann Deutsch Prowda 
Arnold Derwin MD 

Bob Zucker 
Carole Garfield Reeder 
Cynthia Eckert Saarie 
Diane Heckerman 
 Dr. Larry Novak 
Elaine Rensin           
 Rubenstein 
Elizabeth Silverberg 
 Hain 
Ellen Belmont         
 Rosichan 
Ethel McConaghy 
Grace Ball Flusche 

Janet Edelberg 
Janet Powell & Terry 
 Andgreck 
Joanne Bodow Brandt 
Joe Belth & Marge 
 Lavine Belth 
John Witmer &  Laurie 
 Welsh Witmer 
 
Judie Cynkus Rice & 
 Joe Cynkus 
Kathy Rubin Sparrow 
Larry Wallace 
Lisa DeBenedichs   
 Nelson 
Lisa Joseph Rothman 
Lois Menter Zachary 
M.S. Pilcher 

Marilyn Leffert     
 Manheim 
Marilyn Novins 
Marilyn Zaleon 
Mark Erlenbacher 
Mark Nemier 
Maryann Lavelle  
 Platania 
Nancy Boice Hallock 
Paul Sacks 
Rochelle Hodes 
Russel Steenberg 
Sherine Medjuck       
 Levine, in   
 memory of Dr 
 Harold Small 
Suzanne Little Haskell 
Terri Gerber 
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Supporters  ($11 - $25)  

Friends  ($5 - $10)  

Alice Kanthor Salita 
Anne Kemper 
Arlene Fox Kellogg 
David Moyer (Luebbermann) 
Dr. Murray Osofsky 
Elizabeth Ayars Nesbitt 
Elizabeth Mudama 
Grace Mirtenbaum Newman 
Hillard (Hillie) Ullman 
Howard Woronov 
Jim Stathes 
John Holm 
Karen Leiter Pearson 

Linda Birnbaum Friedman 
Linda Finn Bergeron 
Michael O'Connor 
Muriel Schieff Savit 
Murray Sarkin 
Neil Glickstein 
Nicholas Malagisi 
Patrick Moore 
Robert Weisz 
Sara Toye 
Susan Grunert Ross 

Dr. Jill Bastable 

Robert Stanton 

Lynne Dettor McCormick 

Sandra Ecker  Kaplan 
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Recollections of My Years at Nottingham  
 by Judie Cynkus Rice, Class of 1956  
 
"It seems that the older we become, the more we remember...smiles 
and details." 
 
I graduated from Nottingham in 1956; my first year was at the old 
N.H.S., and then 3 years of the long walks up Euclid and down 
Meadowbrook to the new. This  week, I was reminiscing with some-
one about learning modality, and immediately called to mind my 
sophomore American History class with enormous social studies 
textbooks - trying (in vain) to memorize explorers and dates. I didn't 
do well in that class, but I loved Mrs. Murtaugh's  two years of 
French, (j'entre dans la salle de classe, je regard autour de 
moi…."),  my business class of shorthand, and typing on the old 
black typewriters ...tap tap tap, swing, click, tap tap tap. The feel and 
sound of the keys still resonates. English class was reading Silas 
Marner, The Good Earth, and A Christmas Carol, and we were able 
to select and purchase our own hard-cover books to keep. I won't 
discuss algebra and geometry! Mrs. Ferris was a wonderful teacher 
of art classes - her daughter, Roberta, was in my grade. The new 
library on the second floor was a haven...and we were proud of it. 
Driver's Ed  was mandatory for students who wanted to get their 
learner's permits...what a wild ride. The downtown Pontiac dealer 
loaned new cars to the district, and away we went...so excited to be 
in 4 door, beautiful sedans...out E. Genesee Street towards 
Fayetteville. I still know the difference between the gas pedal and the 
brake pedal, with an occasional nod to the clutch pedal of long ago, 
but no idea of the complexities of the engine. P.E. classes in the gym, 
wearing those blue gym suits, was a disorderly show of trying to 
climb the ropes and navigate the horses...total failure for me...but I 
could shoot baskets quite well. The culmination of each year was, of 
course, the New York State Regents exams...at separated desks in the 
gym, monitors going up and down the aisles. I laugh now as I 
remember that I was required to write a book report for two years of 
those exams...and both years I chose to write about Kon Tiki by Thor 
Heyerdahl....my only memory of Regents exams! Today, I'm a 
retired lower primary grades teacher (38 years), with a great respect 
and understanding of our teachers at Nottingham....I still don't 
memorize well...but associate instead, still enjoy speaking and 
writing in French to family overseas, take notes at lectures in 
shorthand, and spend countless hours typing genealogy and memoirs. 
I was taught well! 
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Judy McCue, age 42, died in a an apartment fire on September 
24, 2018. She is survived by her son.  
 
Phyllis Groskin ('70) passed away on October 17, 2018. She is 
survived by her brother Stuart, husband Stephen Perkins, 
daughter Sarah Perkins, and son Max Perkins. 
 
Daniel Orcutt ('54) passed away on January 21, 2019. He 
graduated from Syracuse University after having served four 
years in the US Air Force. Dan was the Executive Director of 
the Indianapolis Airport Authority for 25 years. He was prede-
ceased by 2 brothers, Tom and Paul. He is survived by his wife, 
Nancy; sister, Heath Abert; daughters Kendra Orcutt, Kari 
Skarvan, and Mary Baker; and his son, Dan. 
 
Christine (Roden) Duggleby, age 79, died on July 20, 2019. 
She was a graduate of Syracuse University and earned her 
Ph.D. at the University of Wisconsin. She was an Associate 
Professor at the University of Buffalo in the Department of An-
thropology until 2018. Her federally sponsored research was a 
continuation of her doctoral work on blood groups in Rhesus 
monkeys. Christine was a member of the American Association 
of Physical Anthropologists and the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. She is survived by her husband, 
William, and daughters Leslie and Tracy. 
 
Lawrence Katzman, age 93, passed away on September 2, 
2019. After high school, Larry enlisted in the U.S. Navy and 
served in WWII. After the war, he enrolled at Syracuse Univer-
sity and earned a bachelor's, master's, and eventually a Ph.D. in 
health and physical education. This led to a lifetime of teach-
ing, coaching, and counseling kids in various camps about the 
importance of physical fitness and value of sports. He taught 
Health at Nottingham during the late 1970s. He is survived by 
his wife Elaine, brother Ed, and his daughters Linda Tenen-
baum, Judy Isaacs, and Joanie Katzman. 
 
Rita Serbun, age 91, died on September 4, 2019. She was a 
Teacher's Aide at Nottingham for ten years, retiring in 1988. 
She was predeceased by her husband, Joseph. Surviving are her 
four children, Joseph, Jeffrey, Sabrina, and Sondra. 
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Michael Piscitell ('70) passed away on October 6, 2019. He was 
a graduate of LeMoyne College and had a successful career in 
accounting. He is survived by his parents Angelo and Mariann, 
wife Jackie, son Jon, and brothers Eddie and Bobby. 
 
James Panarites ('70) passed away on November 29, 2019. Jim 
served in the US Navy. He was predeceased by his stepsons, Da-
vid and Thomas Lancette. Surviving are his wife Linda, stepson 
Dennis Lancette, brothers George and Dean Panarites, and sister 
Kathy LaRocca.  
 
Gretchen Anderson ('70) died on December 9, 2019.  She 
earned a degree in Medical Technology at SUNY Albany and a 
Ph.D. in Biochemistry from the University of Minnesota. Gretch-
en studied as a post-doctoral scholar at Ohio State, where she re-
searched the mechanisms of enzymes. She joined Indiana Univer-
sity South Bend as its first full-time biochemistry professor, and 
was the primary force in establishing the university's biochemis-
try degree. She served as department chair, earning all the teach-
ing awards the campus had to offer, as well as a university-wide 
teaching award for her engaging and innovative teaching meth-
ods. In addition to her academic career, Gretchen was also active 
in the music community. She was a founding patron of the South 
Bend Lyric Opera. She is survived by her parents, her sister Bet-
ty, brother Karl, husband Bill Shane, and children Janelle Shane 
and Steven Shane. 
 
Katherine Hinton, age 70, passed away on January 3, 2020.  
Surviving are sisters Diane and Mary Beth Hinton. 
 
Anabel "Ann" (Cross) Mitchell ('51) died on January 5, 2020. 
She graduated from Syracuse University and earned her master's 
degree in Library Science. Ann taught Latin and Spanish at   
Lafayette High School, then English  at a U.S. Air Force base in 
Canada. After raising her family she worked as a Latin teacher 
and librarian at Marcellus Central High School. She was prede-
ceased by her husband John. Surviving are sons John and Wil-
liam, and daughters Gail Maples and Linda Dippolito. 
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George P. Fulmer, MD ('42) died on January 14, 2020. He 
earned his MD at S.U. College of Medicine in 1947 and entered 
a medical practice in Solvay. When the Korean War started he 
volunteered as a physician in the Air Force. After the war he 
moved to Ontario, where he worked for the Canadian govern-
ment providing medical services to the First Nations people. In 
1966 he moved his family to San Francisco where he completed 
a fellowship in Endocrinology and continued to practice medi-
cine. In 2015 he wrote his memoirs, Memories of a Wilderness 
Doctor. George is survived by his children: Hugh, Mary-
George, Christopher, Anne, Kathleen, and Maureen. His wife, 
Mary Agnes, predeceased him.  
 
Letitia (Errico) Collins ('56) passed away on January 20, 
2020. Titia earned a master's degree in Education from Syra-
cuse University. She was employed by the Syracuse City 
School District as a teacher and administrator, serving as Princi-
pal at several schools. After retirement, she and her husband, 
John, traveled extensively all around the world. She is survived 
by her husband and their sons Brian and Todd. 
 
Shaakira Giles, age 33, died on January 21, 2020. She was em-
ployed at National Grid. Survivors include her mother, Dianne 
Randall; father, Michael Giles; sister, Nakisha Giles; and broth-
er, Demetrius Giles. 
 
Scott Becksted, age 64, passed away on January 22, 2020. He 
was a graduate of SUNY Empire State College. After working 
for over 30 years, he retired as Chief of Police at SUNY Col-
lege of Environmental Science and Forestry. Scott was a sports 
fan and avid reader. He is survived by his wife Terrie and 
daughter Lauren. 
 
Samuel Grosvenor ('70) died on January 27, 2020. He was a 
very talented mason, carpenter, stair builder and luthier. After 
being a member of the Bricklayers and Allied Craftsman for 
many years, he was employed by the Church of the Assump-
tion, in Syracuse. He started Franciscan Hand Crafted Acoustic 
Guitars. After retiring, he renamed it Grosvenor Custom Gui-
tars and sold them across the United States. Samuel is survived 
by his wife Susan, brother Willard, sister 
Sue Burns, and stepchildren Joseph and Kaitlyn Van Hoose.  
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Susan Eckert Goins, age 55, passed away on February 1, 2020. 
She is survived by her husband, Stephen; daughter, Emilie Eck-
ert Taylor; and sisters Cynthia Saarie ('76) and Ellen Simpson 
('78). 
 
Joan (Dillon) Schreyack, age 88, died on February 2, 2020. 
Joan worked for Dr. Peter Calabrese for many years and previ-
ously worked at General Electric. She was a Eucharistic minister 
and volunteered at Francis House. She was predeceased by her 
husband William. Surviving are her daughter Karen Fekete and 
sons David and Douglas. 
 
Hillary Bilford ('74) died on February 2, 2020. She graduated 
from SUNY Oswego and earned her master's degree in Geron-
tology from the University of South Florida. She also earned a 
master's degree in Social Work from S.U. in 2006 and was em-
ployed at St. Joseph's Hospital in Syracuse. She is survived by 
her brother Howard. 
 
Mary (Sawyer) Haswell ('50) passed away on February 3, 
2020. She graduated from Ohio Wesleyan University and later 
obtained her master's in Education from Syracuse University. 
She was an elementary school teacher at Fabius-Pompey Central 
Schools for 37 years. She was a devoted member the the bridge 
club at Manlius Senior Center. Surviving are her children, Rus-
sell, Richard, Scott, Tracy, and Peter. 
 
Donald Rizzo, age 81, died on February 11, 2020. Don was a 
highly decorated veteran of the Vietnam War, with top secret 
clearance as both a navigator and a pilot. He went back to school 
and graduated from the University of Texas at age 55, then 
earned his J.D. degree from Texas Wesleyan University. He 
served as an Adjudications Officer for the U.S. Dept. of Justice, 
Immigration and Naturalization Service until his retirement. He 
is survived by his wife, Jean, and daughters Karen Nettles, Kris-
tine Holden, and Michele Giblett. 
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Nancy (Grossman) Holstein ('62) died on February 19, 2020. 
She belonged to Temple Adath Yeshurun and was a member of 
their Hazak Seniors group. She loved swimming and spending 
time with her children and friends. She is survived by her son 
Richard. Her husband, Donald, died in 2009. 
 
Christian Hall ('00) died on February 29, 2020. He was prede-
ceased by his father, Daniel. Surviving are his mother Maureen, 
sisters Kelly and Molly, and brothers Brendan and Noah. 
 
Helena Sekarore ('19) died on March 7, 2020. She was a cur-
rent student at Syracuse University. Survivors include her par-
ents, Oliver and Mariam, and six siblings. 
 
Melvyn Shindler ('55) passed away on March 8, 2020. He was a 
1959 graduate of Albany College of Pharmacy. In the early 
years of his career Mel owned Ligget Rexall Pharmacy. He also 
worked as a pharmacist for Kinney, Rite Aid, Crouse Hospital 
and other area pharmacies. He served in the Coast Guard as a 
hospital corpsman from 1954-62. Mel is survived by his daugh-
ters Illyse Habbe and Marla Liscinsky. 
 
Alan Frank ('63) died on March 10, 2020. He was the owner 
and operator of Victor Frank Printing. He was an avid S.U. 
sports and harness racing fan, and enjoyed traveling and spend-
ing time with his grandchildren. Alan is survived by his wife, 
Catherine, and  sons Sean Ivery and Brian Ivery. 
 
Michael Oliver, age 36, died on March 14, 2020. Mike was em-
ployed with the Syracuse City Schools as a maintenance worker 
since 2001 and coached Junior Varsity Boys Soccer at Notting-
ham High School. He was a journeyman plumber and a volun-
teer firefighter for Hinsdale Volunteer Fire Dept. He is survived 
by his parents, Dave and Kathy, and brother Scott. 
 
Dr. Mark Feinglos ('65) died on March 14, 2020. He attended 
medical school at McGill University in Montreal. Mark is sur-
vived by his wife, Susan Totten, and his children, Daniel 
Feinglos and Rebecca Planchard. He was predeceased by his 
first wife, Sue Goldman Feinglos. 
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Robert "Bob" Oliver ('58) passed away on March 19, 2020. He was a 
graduate of the Maxwell School at Syracuse University. While at S.U. 
he joined the staff of WAER radio station and later worked at several 
other stations in the area. From 1960-75 he was a member of the Wat-
kins Glen International racetrack broadcasting crew. In 1967 he helped 
start Mack Studios with his friend Chuck Maciulewicz. He worked at 
the OnCenter in Syracuse, facilitating cultural events, until retiring in 
2005. Bob was a local history buff and a descendant of Asa Danforth, 
a Syracuse pioneer. After retiring, he continued to be active in the Sy-
racuse Cinephile Society where he served as past president. Bob is sur-
vived by his wife, Edith, and sons Joseph and Thomas. 
 
Virginia (Keith) Pirro, age 99, died on March 21, 2020. She was an 
avid Oswego Eagles fan and enjoyed auto racing. Virginia was once 
honored as "Fan of the Year" at the Weedsport Speedway. She was 
predeceased by her husband Leonard. Surviving are her children: Al-
phonso Sendio, Roberta Sauve and Janice Curren. 
 
John Tugaw, age 79, died on March 29, 2020. He served in the U.S. 
Army and was a dedicated career employee of 37 years with Sears, 
Roebuck & Co. He was an avid gardener, mainly of fruits and vegeta-
bles to begin with, but he later focused on flowers. He donated count-
less bouquets to family, friends, neighbors. and local organizations. 
John is survived by his three sons, Curt, Shawn, and Mark, and his sis-
ters, June and Mary. 
 
Evan Weissman, PhD ('96) passed away on April 9, 2020. He earned 
his bachelor's degree from SUNY Binghamton, his master's from the 
University of Tennessee, and his doctorate from S.U. He then stayed at 
Syracuse University where he worked as an associate professor in the 
Food Studies and Nutrition Department at Falk College and as under-
graduate director of the Food Studies program. Evan earned numerous 
awards for his excellence in teaching and public engagement. As a pro-
fessor and researcher, his focus was inequality in access to food in ur-
ban America. He was co-founder of Syracuse Grows, an organization 
that supports urban food production through community gardening. He 
also helped launch the Syracuse-Onondaga Food Systems Alliance 
(SOFSA), an organization committed to ensuring access to a healthy, 
just, resilient, and sustainable food system in Onondaga County. He is 
survived by his wife, Erin Murphy, and his three children: Rowan, 
Éamon, and Lorna Murphy-Weissman.  
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Lucille Hatcher, age 57, died on April 24, 2020. She worked 
as an Administrative Assistant. Survivors include her daughter, 
Talena Patricia Smith; sisters Cynthia, Avas, Willa, Marianne, 
and LaVerne; brothers Wallace, Willie, and Justin; and parents 
Marion and Willie Hatcher Jr. 
 
Elinor (Jachles) Lynne ('52) passed away on April 25, 2020. 
She worked as a cafeteria cashier in the Jamesville-DeWitt 
School District and is fondly remembered by many past stu-
dents and teachers. She was an avid cook and baker, loved 
large holiday gatherings and the talents of a very musical fami-
ly. She is survived by her son Howard and daughter Debra. Her 
husband, Solomon, predeceased her in 1997. 
 
Robert "Bob" Finkel ('61) died on May 3, 2020. He was a 
graduate of Syracuse University and worked for many years as 
the manager of Henry Wilson Jewelers in Shoppingtown Mall 
and on Erie Blvd. He enjoyed traveling, especially on cruises, 
and was an S.U. sports enthusiast. Bob is survived by his son, 
Alexander, and his sister Joanne. 
 
Frances (Clayton) Hahn ('42) passed away on May 5, 2020. 
Fran graduated from Syracuse University with a degree in 
Home Economics. In 1959 she started a nursery school pro-
gram at Erwin Methodist Church which still operates today. 
Fran started working at S.U. in 1962 as a supervisor for Resi-
dence and Dining Support Services, retiring after 27 years. She 
raised four children on her own after her husband, Raymond, 
died in 1953. Surviving are sons Raymond Jr., Jeffrey, and 
Douglas, and daughter Mona. In addition to her husband, Fran 
was predeceased by her brother, Russell, and sister Barbara. 
 
Richard Ward ('48) died on May 6, 2020. "Trick", as he was 
known, was a U.S. Air Force veteran and employee of the U.S. 
Postal Service, retired after 34 years. He worked part-time as a 
dispatcher at AAA. He was an avid reader, sports fan and 
crossword puzzle enthusiast. He is survived by his wife 
Frances; sons Dave and Bob; daughters Kae Young, Cindi Har-
dison, Sammi Chauvin, Sue Mirarche, and Laurie Ward. His 
son, Michael, predeceased him. 
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Florence "Dolly" Pusey died on May 8, 2020. Dolly spent 
many years as an educator in the reading lab at Nottingham. She 
loved her work with the students and had a unique skill for help-
ing struggling students succeed.  
 
Amelia (Zazzara) Kinzie, age 69, passed away on May 9, 
2020. She worked for the phone company until her retirement. 
Amelia volunteered at the local VFW with a great sense of duty 
and pride. Her greatest joy was her son, Ryan, and his family. In 
addition to them, she is survived by her sister Francine and 
brother Graziano. 
 
Angela Theodore ('56) died on May 9, 2020. She was a gradu-
ate of the University at Albany - SUNY. She obtained her mas-
ter's degree in Arts and Drama from Syracuse University and 
taught at Pierce College in Athens, Greece from 1969-75 on a 
Fulbright scholarship. Angela taught at various public schools in 
the Syracuse area, including the Onondaga Nation, and in Co-
hoes and Ballston Spa, where she lived for more than 30 years. 
She directed many theater productions and was the choir direc-
tor at her church. She also worked as a counselor for Saratoga 
County Alcohol and Substance Abuse Services for more than 15 
years. She is survived by her sister Ifigenia Brown, Esq. 
 
Frank Valletta, age 89, died on May 16, 2020. He was a physi-
cal education teacher and coach, finishing up his teaching career 
as the Athletic Director at Nottingham High School. Surviving 
are his wife Elaine and his children, Theresa Lea, Beth, Lisa, 
Michael, Jennifer, Josh, and Nate.  
 
Dorothea Theodore, age 93, passed away on May 18, 2020. 
She graduated from Syracuse University, after which she was 
employed by Crucible Steel for 34 years. She was active in vari-
ous social organizations and especially loved working at the 
Greek Cultural Festival. She is survived by her sister Eleanor.  
 
Michael Kaigler, age 60, died on May 21, 2020. He retired 
from a career at General Electric as a heavy military operator. 
He is survived by three sons: Michael Jr., Cristian, and Daniel; 
three daughters: Renisa, Sharmeeka, and Eryn; brother Timothy 
and sister Portia Booker.  
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William Gerber III ('61) passed away on May 23, 2020. Bill 
"Froggy" Gerber began working for his father at Gerber Distrib-
uting (record distributors). In 1964 he started Shoppingtown Mu-
sic and Record Shop and, with his father, grew the business to 
Gerber Music, with three shops and a warehouse, that became a 
springboard for the careers of many local musicians. He was an 
award-winning golfer, inducted into the Greater Syracuse Golf 
Hall of Fame in 2003. Empire Magazine named him amateur golf-
er of the decade in the 70s. He is survived by his three children: 
William, Lisa Werry, and Jacqueline Hobson. 
 
Linda (Esposito) Allen, age 76, died on May 26, 2020. Over the 
years she worked at Peter's IGA, Drumlins Golf Course, Wood-
shed Resort, and Tully High School. Surviving are her husband, 
Paul, and children: Tammy Caloia, John Allen, Jackie Stone, and 
Jared Massett. 
 
Joan Siegel Horton ('62) died on May 28, 2020. She worked at 
the Syracuse Urban League and the Synod of the Northeast. She 
was co-owner of IHOP and Mac's Local Yolk restaurants in 
DeWitt. Joan is survived by her husband, Ron, and sons Dennis 
and Daniel. 
 
Sandra (Hoffman) Sarkin ('53) died on June 1, 2020. She loved 
her family and enjoyed summers boating on the St. Lawrence Riv-
er and spending winters in south Florida, where they eventually 
moved. Surviving are her four children: daughters Joni Even and 
Barbara Geffen, and sons Jeffrey and Lee. 
 
Earl Mark Ferguson ('65) passed away on June 3, 2020. After 
graduating from the University of Wisconsin, he received his mas-
ter's degree from the Darden Business School at the University of 
Virginia. He was founder and CEO of Artcraft Management Inc., a 
property development and management company. Earl was a com-
munity leader, giving his time and energy to a great variety of or-
ganizations in the area, and especially to Richmond's Jewish com-
munity. He was recently recognized with the Humanitarian award 
from the Virginia Center for Inclusive Communities. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Linda, and their son, Jesse. 
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Marcia Coons Hill ('46) died on June 5, 2020. She was Saluta-
torian of her class at Nottingham. She earned her BA and MA 
degrees at Syracuse University and was the recipient of SU's 
Eggers Award. Marcia was a minister's wife, serving in several 
United Methodist churches in and around  Central New York. 
She taught math and science at Nottingham and Latin at James-
ville-DeWitt High School. Her husband, Irving, predeceased 
her. Surviving are her sons Robert and John, and daughters 
Catherine Suttmeier and Cynthia Hill-Goddard. 
 
Sherwin Ira Glazer, age 95, died on June 7, 2020. He played 
clarinet in the Nottingham and SU marching bands. Sherwin 
was a graduate of SU's College of Business Administration and 
co-owner of J. Glazer & Sons, Inc., a local furniture and appli-
ance retailer. He volunteered with many local organizations, in-
cluding 2200 hours with WCNY-FM Read-Out. He was a highly 
decorated veteran of WWII. Surviving are his wife Lillian, son 
Bradley, and daughter Julia Reina. 
 
India Butler, age 24, passed away on June 7, 2020. India was 
employed at UPS and at The Movie Tavern. She is survived by 
her parents, Reginald and Bernadette; sisters Jakeyma Williams 
and Sharnice Butler; and brothers Edward Coplin Jr., Rondell 
Young, and Jerome Pinkard. 
 
Michael Tearney, age 74, died on June 13, 2020. He was 
known as "Night Train" at Nottingham, where he played foot-
ball. Michael worked as an operating engineer with Modi Engi-
neering and Santaro Construction from 1970 to 2004. In be-
tween working construction he worked at Perkins Restaurant 
and Sam's Club. He is survived by his wife, B. Joyce, son Leon 
and daughter Maxine Burgin. 
 
Linda (Cox) Lewis ('65) passed away on June 14, 2020. She is 
survived by sons Robert and Jeffrey and daughter Heather 
Buchholz. She was predeceased by her daughter Jessica.  
 
Walter Munson, age 66, passed away on June 18, 2020. He 
was a graduate of Purdue University and Syracuse University 
College of Law. Walter is survived by his siblings, Richard and 
Pamela. 
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Eleanor (Dettor) Peters, age 97, died on June 20, 2020. She 
was a graduate of Syracuse University. Eleanor retired from 
the federal government as a job information specialist. She be-
longed to many clubs and organizations and volunteered at St. 
Joseph's Hospital for 22 years. She loved her Italian heritage 
as reflected in her passion for cooking. She was predeceased 
by her husband, Louis. surviving are her children, Ronald and 
Leslee.  
 
Charles Mann, age 101, passed away on June 27, 2020. He 
was a paratrooper during WWII and received a Purple Heart 
after the Battle of the Bulge. Charlie owned and managed two 
local supermarkets: McKinley's Market in Mattydale and 
Mann's Foods in Liverpool. In retirement, he pursued many 
hobbies, but especially singing. He was a charter member of 
"Nostalgia Notes" and sang with the group well into his 90s. 
He is survived by his wife, June, and three sons, Keith , Kent, 
and Ted. 
 
Harold Small, age 89, passed away on July 1, 2020. He was a 
graduate of Syracuse University and the University of Mel-
bourne, Australia. He was a surgeon, with a private practice in 
Syracuse for over 50 years. He was Chair of the Department of 
ENT at St. Joseph's Hospital, a professor at Upstate Medical 
Center, and on staff at the VA Hospital in Syracuse. He is sur-
vived by his wife Irene, sons Craig and Mark, and daughter 
Natalie West. 
 
Elaine Ullman Charles ('48) died on July 4, 2020. She had a 
B.A. in Education from Syracuse University. She was on the 
Jamesville-DeWitt Board of Education for ten years and 
served as its President and Vice President. She was also on the 
boards of the JCC, Visiting Nurse Association, and DeWitt 
Recreation Council, and served in a variety of rolls in many 
other community  organizations. Elaine was predeceased by 
her husband, Walter, but is survived by sons Mark and Steven. 
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Adele Wolff Holman ('42) passed away on July 6, 2020. After 
a year of nursing school at Syracuse University, Adele went on 
to Hunter College and earned her BS in Chemistry and Mathe-
matics. She was employed by Fischbach & Moore, the largest 
public works electrical contractor in the world. She and her 
husband, Merton, had two sons. She was predeceased by her 
husband and her younger son, Thomas. Surviving is her eldest 
son, Bertram. 
 
David Forbes ('63) died on July 9, 2020. He was a graduate of 
Georgetown University. He worked a total of 48 years in Gen-
eral Electric's aerospace division, later sold to Lockheed Mar-
tin. During this time he also served as an air traffic controller in 
the Air Force and Air National Guard. He is survived by his 
wife Betsy; sons Chad Forbes, Bryce Forbes, and Trevor 
Pullin; and daughter Chelsea Pullin. 
 
John Hugunin ('83) passed away on July 13, 2020. He played 
in the Stage Band while at Nottingham. He is survived by his 
mother Nancy, brother James, and sister Beth Theiss. 
 
Donald Mawhinney, Jr. ('44 ) died on July 15, 2020. In 2010 
he was named to the Nottingham High School Wall of Fame. 
He served in the US Army during WWII, then went on to ob-
tain his B.A. degree from Hamilton College and graduate from 
Cornell Law School. He practiced law for more than 65 years, 
representing U.S. businesses and clients in 23 foreign coun-
tries. He served on the Onondaga County Board of Supervisors 
(now the Onondaga County Legislature) and was a founding 
trustee of Onondaga Community College. An academic build-
ing there was named in his honor for his many years of service 
and he was appointed Trustee Emeritus in 2016. His communi-
ty service, outstanding accomplishments and awards are too 
numerous to mention here, but his entire obituary is available 
at: 
 https://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/
obituary.aspx?pid=196516951 
Don was predeceased by his wife Gail. Surviving are his son, 
Bruce, and his daughters, Diane Baker, Joyce MacKnight and 
Carol Canne. 

https://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/obituary.aspx?pid=196516951
https://obits.syracuse.com/obituaries/syracuse/obituary.aspx?pid=196516951
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Theodore Krawitz ('52) passed away on July 18, 2020. Ted stud-
ied finance at S.U. and graduated from what is now the Whitman 
School of Management. He served as a financial advisor and First 
Vice President of Investments in the Syracuse office of Wells Fargo 
Securities for 47 years. He appeared Friday mornings on WSTM-
TV to discuss the stock market and was frequently visited by the 
media when financial crises arose. He is survived by his wife Bev-
erley, and daughters Jackie Berger and Kim Stadin. 
 
Marcus Derby III ('17) passed away on July 19, 2020. He was a 
high school athlete and a musical artist who performed under the 
name Skate Racer. Marcus was among a group of courageous Not-
tingham and JD athletes who were honored with the People's Peace 
Award from Syracuse Community Choir for their bold and power-
ful act of protest, taking a knee for Black Lives during the National 
Anthem in the 2016 football season. The group shouldered wide-
spread criticism, but also an outpouring of support from members 
of the Nottingham and Syracuse community, including a letter to 
the editor signed by 65 alumni. "I love America and what we stand 
for," Marcus told a reporter at the time. "I feel like we stand for 
freedom. When we believe in something, we fight for it. This is a 
peaceful protest. I just feel all voices should be heard." He is sur-
vived by his loving companion Nyasia Putman and unborn son, 
Marcus Derby the fourth; his parents, Desiree Goodwin and Marcus 
Derby; and siblings Amadia Yancy, Autumn Wright and Aaron 
Wright Jr. 
 
Kevin Young ('61) died on July 20, 2020. He was a graduate of 
Delhi College and the Culinary Institute of America. He is survived 
by his significant other, Mary Ann Burmeister; two sons, Patrick 
and Timothy; a brother, Charles, and a sister, Margaret Dethloff. 
 
James Fahey Jr., age 76, passed away on July 23, 2020. He gradu-
ated from the University of Tennessee, then joined Volunteers in 
Service to America (VISTA) in which he organized community 
projects in McKee, Kentucky. He was a career public servant and 
was employed as a Senior Caseworker for the Onondaga County 
Dept. of Social Services , serving elderly clients in the Adult  
Protective Unit. He was predeceased by his sisters, Mary Fahey and 
Jane Fahey-Suddaby. Surviving are his brothers, Charles and  
Joseph. 
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Draquan "Draskii" McDonald, age 24, died on July 26, 2020. He 
will be remembered by family and friends for his quiet smile, warm 
greetings, and sense of humor. He was always willing to help a friend 
in need. 
 
Erskine Dodson ('96) died on July 27, 2020. He attended Liberty 
University in Virginia. He married his high school sweetheart, Mar-
tese Buckingham. Erskine worked for Crouse-Hinds (later changed to 
Eaton) for ten years. He also established his own business where he 
purchased, repaired and sold cars for many years. He is survived by 
Martese; his parents, Erskine and Phyllis; daughter Persia Poteat; son 
Erskine III; and two sisters, Angelita Dodson and Felicia Russell. 
 
Marlene Grass Paikoff ('52) passed away on July 28, 2020. She was 
a graduate of Cornell University and had a master's degree in Educa-
tion from Syracuse University. She worked briefly as a fifth grade 
teacher before starting her family. Marlene worked as a bookkeeper 
for Sidney's Pharmacy and later worked for Flex-Hose, Inc. and the 
Jewish Home of CNY in Syracuse. She is survived by children Rob-
erta, Eric, Mark, and Sari. 
 
Christopher Jamison ('69) died on August 3, 2020. Following high 
school, he enlisted in the army and served in Viet Nam. While there, 
he was exposed to Agent Orange, which resulted in the cancer that 
eventually took his life. He graduated from Syracuse University and 
earned his master's degree from Cornell. He was a member of Veter-
ans for Peace. He worked a variety of jobs and was always a proud 
union member. He served for over 27 years as a staff union repre-
sentative with the CSEA, Local 1000, AFSFCME. He is survived by 
his wife Signe, daughters Amanda Jamison and Emelia Thygesen, 
and sister Ann. 
 
David Bishop, age 91, died on August 3, 2020. He was a graduate of 
Hamilton College and Cornell Law School. Dave married and moved 
to Minnesota where he became a partner in a law firm, later moving 
into the real estate business. He served as a state legislator for two 
decades and wrote a book about his experiences: Finding Common 
Ground - The Art of Legislating in an Age of Gridlock. Following 
Dave's death, his wife Beatrice died on December 6th and his sister 
Mary Lou Dopyera of Syracuse died on December 18th.  
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Lois Epstein, age 79, died on September 18, 2020. She was a 
graduate of the University of Oklahoma. Lois was an accom-
plished artist and had many exhibits of her work at the univer-
sity's art center. She was a biochemist at Upstate Medical Cen-
ter until retiring. She is survived by her cousins Mike Schaffer 
and Irwin Davis. 
 
Betty (Waldron) Spoar ('48) died on September 19, 2020. 
After high school she worked at the telephone company in the 
engineering department. Her husband's career took them to 
Tariffville, CT and to Hudson, MA, where they raised their 
family. Betty did volunteer work, served as a Girl Scout lead-
er, and participated in local community activities. With her 
husband's retirement, they returned to Syracuse to enjoy their 
families and old friends, go to SU games, and spend summers 
at Brennan Beach. Betty was predeceased by her husband 
George and her brother, George Zahm. Surviving are her two 
children, Sandra and Drew. 
 
Barbara Lee Buck, age 84, passed away on September 19, 
2020. After high school she earned a degree from Powelson 
Business Institute. In 1957 she married Elliott Buck and they 
were together for over 60 years. She loved her family more 
than anything and was all about taking care of others before 
herself. She was predeceased by Elliott in 2018; is survived by 
her daughter, Michelle Shaer, and her sons, Rick and Alan.  
 
Rev. Harold Avery, age 92, died on September 18, 2020. He 
was a graduate of Syracuse University and Episcopal Divinity 
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Hal was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1953 and served in the Rochester Diocese and in 
the Diocese of Central NY. His passion was community in-
volvement, and he took on leadership responsibility in a great 
many civic and charitable organizations. He served in the min-
istry until he was 88 years old. He was predeceased by his first 
wife, Gertrude Gardner Hughes, and his sister, Patricia 
Labach. Surviving are his wife Jeanne, sons Stephen and Peter, 
daughters Lucinda Avery and Catherine Hallett, and four step 
children. 
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Louise Kauffman Sira ('86) passed away on October 1, 2020. 
She graduated from Syracuse University and Albany Law 
School; was admitted to the bar in 1994. Throughout her col-
lege and law school years Louise accumulated multiple honors. 
She amassed a wide variety of legal, ethical, and criminal law 
experience working as a law clerk, intern, and legal assistant on 
her way to becoming, at age 34,  District Attorney in Fulton 
County. She served in that position for 21 years,  earning 
awards and honors along the way for her work both as a prose-
cutor and for charitable and civic organizations. In 2004 Louise 
was named one of the Women of Distinction by the New York 
State Senate. In 2015 she was elected to the position of Fulton 
County Judge and Surrogate. She is survived by her parents, 
Nicholas and Donna; sisters Donna Frocione and Amy 
Sweeney, and brother Nicholas. 
 
Jon Curtis Nelson ('55) died on October 10, 2020. He 
attended General Motors Institute of Technology in Michigan 
and Syracuse University, where he graduated in 1960. He 
worked at JW Allman as an equipment salesman and at Mik-
Lin Systems as the Purchasing Manager before finally opening 
his own electrical distributorship, Jonnel Company, which is 
still family owned and operated. He initiated the renewal of the 
Soap Box Derby under the direction of the Syracuse Jaycees. 
He was an active member of the Century Club of Syracuse and 
the Society of Automotive Engineers. Surviving him are his 
wife Jane, son James, daughter Jennifer Coleman, and sisters 
Betsy Stone and Susan Roesgen. 
 
John A. LaVine ('67) died on October 18, 2020. He was a be-
loved and devoted father, grandfather, brother, and friend.  
John was predeceased by his fiancée. He is survived by his 
daughter and brother. 
 
Katherine (Georgiades) Lowry ('58) passed away on October 
21, 2020. She and her husband built a miniature golf course 
and a restaurant in northern New York, and later a hunting 
camp in Otselic, NY. In their later years they enjoyed traveling 
extensively. Katherine was predeceased by her brother Theo-
dore. She is survived by her husband Kenneth, brother James, 
daughters Deana Gugger and Debbie Benedetto, and son Mi-
chael. 
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Katherine (Bogart) Nemier  died on August 8, 2020. After gradu-
ation from Nottingham, she attended Central City Business Insti-
tute. She worked for various investment firms, retiring in 1996. 
Katherine also worked as an election inspector for many years. She 
was predeceased by her husband, Carl, and by her daughter, Re-
becca Torak. Surviving is her son, Brian. 
 
James Kammer, age 69, passed away on August 13, 2020. He 
earned a degree in Automotive Technology from SUNY Morris-
ville. Jim worked in that field for many years, beginning with 
Spector Cadillac in Syracuse and concluding with S&J Motors, 
which he established in Canastota, NY, in the 1980s. He moved to 
Raquette Lake in the late 1990s and served as the Raquette Lake 
Historian for many years. In 2007 he published the book Around 
Raquette Lake. 
 
Joann (Morabito)Mitchell, former NHS math teacher, died on 
August 15, 2020. Joann graduated from SUNY Brockport, where 
she earned a master's degree in High School Mathematics. She is 
survived by her husband, Joseph, and three sons. 
 
Pasquale "Coach Pat" Testa died on August 19, 2020. Between 
1958 and 1982 he coached football at Nottingham, among other 
Central NY high schools, and also helped with the lacrosse pro-
gram. He was an S.U. graduate and served four years in the U.S. 
Air Force. Pat was a founding member and past president of the 
CNY chapter of the National Football Foundation and College Hall 
of Fame. He retired from Jamesville-DeWitt School District as a 
teacher in Physical Education and Science. He was predeceased by 
his wife, Peggy. Surviving is his daughter Kathleen Zory. 
 
Susan (Block) Miller ('61) passed away on August 26, 2020. She 
was a graduate of Syracuse University and worked for many years 
at SU's Bird Library as a library specialist. Prior to that, she 
worked as a social worker at Jewish Family Services. She was pre-
deceased by her husband, Martin. Surviving are her children, Jen-
nifer Cohen and Zachary Miller. 
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 Frank Roberts ('60) died on August 29, 2020. He graduated from 
Cornell and went on to receive a master's degree in Healthcare Ad-
ministration from the University of Michigan. He spent the majori-
ty of his career with the McLaren Healthcare Corporation of Flint, 
Michigan. He is survived by his wife Linda, sons Benjamin and 
Eric, and brothers Douglas, Stephen and Lawrence. He was prede-
ceased by his sister Laura Crawford. 
 
Sean View ('99) passed away on August 31, 2020 as the result of 
an accidental fall. He graduated from Syracuse University and 
went on to earn his MBA from Westminster College. He had a ca-
reer in higher education in the field of Financial Aid. Over time, he 
worked at several different colleges. Most recently, he was a Sen-
ior Consultant at College Aid Services. He is survived by his wife 
Lora, a son and daughter, his parents, and his sister Sara. 
 
Peter Esposito Jr. ('60) passed away on September 8, 2020. Peter 
will be remembered for his infectious laugh, his love of the out-
doors, his charitable nature and his service to our country as a U.S. 
Marine. He was a spiritual man and was involved in many church 
activities. He is survived by his former wife Kathleen; sons Peter 
and Patrice; sisters Lorna Loretta and Elaine; and brother Paul. 
 
Robert Hurwitz ('61) died on September 15, 2020. Bobby was a 
graduate of Michigan State University. His professional career was 
as a teaching assistant at that same university, on the E. Lansing 
Campus. He is survived by his sister, Elaine Ehrlich. 
 
Beverly Zeamon Shapero, age 96, passed away on September 17, 
2020. She graduated from Syracuse University and went on to earn 
her master's degree in Business Administration there. Beverly 
worked for the Onondaga County Department of Social Services in 
the Children's Division for over 55 years. She served on the board 
of the Consortium for Children's Advocacy. Surviving are her 
cousins Gail Shulman, Valerie Post, Sherie Melman and Loren 
Ben. 
 
Barbara Goldsmith Grossman ('44) passed away on September 
18, 2020. She graduated from Syracuse University in 1948. Barba-
ra was an active member of her community, serving as president of 
the Council of Jewish Women and the Jewish Home Auxiliary, 
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where she volunteered for over 40 years. She was predeceased 
by her husband Daniel and siblings Shirley, Miriam and 
Charles. Surviving are her sons Steven and Gary. 
 
Lois Epstein, age 79, died on September 18, 2020. She was a 
graduate of the University of Oklahoma. Lois was an accom-
plished artist and had many exhibits of her work at the univer-
sity's art center. She was a biochemist at Upstate Medical Cen-
ter until retiring. She is survived by her cousins Mike Schaffer 
and Irwin Davis. 
 
Betty (Waldron) Spoar ('48) died on September 19, 2020. 
After high school she worked at the telephone company in the 
engineering department. Her husband's career took them to 
Tariffville, CT and to Hudson, MA, where they raised their 
family. Betty did volunteer work, served as a Girl Scout lead-
er, and participated in local community activities. With her 
husband's retirement, they returned to Syracuse to enjoy their 
families and old friends, go to SU games, and spend summers 
at Brennan Beach. Betty was predeceased by her husband 
George and her brother, George Zahm. Surviving are her two 
children, Sandra and Drew. 
 
Barbara Lee Buck, age 84, passed away on September 19, 
2020. After high school she earned a degree from Powelson 
Business Institute. In 1957 she married Elliott Buck and they 
were together for over 60 years. She loved her family more 
than anything and was all about taking care of others before 
herself. She was predeceased by Elliott in 2018; is survived by 
her daughter, Michelle Shaer, and her sons, Rick and Alan.  
 
Rev. Harold Avery, age 92, died on September 18, 2020. He 
was a graduate of Syracuse University and Episcopal Divinity 
School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. Hal was ordained to the 
priesthood in 1953 and served in the Rochester Diocese and in 
the Diocese of Central NY. His passion was community in-
volvement, and he took on leadership responsibility in a great 
many civic and charitable organizations. He served in the min-
istry until he was 88 years old. He was predeceased by his first 
wife, Gertrude Gardner Hughes, and his sister, Patricia 
Labach. Surviving are his wife Jeanne, sons Stephen and Peter, 
daughters Lucinda Avery and Catherine Hallett, and four step 
children. 
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Louise Kauffman Sira ('86) passed away on October 1, 2020. 
She graduated from Syracuse University and Albany Law 
School; was admitted to the bar in 1994. Throughout her col-
lege and law school years Louise accumulated multiple honors. 
She amassed a wide variety of legal, ethical, and criminal law 
experience working as a law clerk, intern, and legal assistant 
on her way to becoming, at age 34,  District Attorney in Fulton 
County. She served in that position for 21 years,  earning 
awards and honors along the way for her work both as a prose-
cutor and for charitable and civic organizations. In 2004 
Louise was named one of the Women of Distinction by the 
New York State Senate. In 2015 she was elected to the posi-
tion of Fulton County Judge and Surrogate. She is survived by 
her parents, Nicholas and Donna; sisters Donna Frocione and 
Amy Sweeney, and brother Nicholas. 
 
Jon Curtis Nelson ('55) died on October 10, 2020. He 
attended General Motors Institute of Technology in Michigan 
and Syracuse University, where he graduated in 1960. He 
worked at  
JW Allman as an equipment salesman and at Mik-Lin Systems 
as the Purchasing Manager before finally opening his own 
electrical distributorship, Jonnel Company, which is still fami-
ly owned and operated. He initiated the renewal of the Soap 
Box Derby under the direction of the Syracuse Jaycees. He 
was an active member of the Century Club of Syracuse and the 
Society of Automotive Engineers. Surviving him are his wife 
Jane, son James, daughter Jennifer Coleman, and sisters Betsy 
Stone and Susan Roesgen. 
 
John A. LaVine ('67) died on October 18, 2020. He was a be-
loved and devoted father, grandfather, brother, and friend.  
John was predeceased by his fiancée. He is survived by his 
daughter and brother. 
 
Katherine (Georgiades) Lowry ('58) passed away on October 
21, 2020. She and her husband built a miniature golf course 
and a restaurant in northern New York, and later a hunting 
camp in Otselic, NY. In their later years they enjoyed traveling 
extensively. Katherine was predeceased by her brother Theo-
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dore. She is survived by her husband Kenneth, brother James, 
daughters Deana Gugger and Debbie Benedetto, and son Michael. 
 
Henry Goldner, age 83, died on October 24, 2020. He was a gradu-
ate of Syracuse University and owned Henry F. Goldner Accounting 
and Tax Preparation in Syracuse. He was a member of the Lion's 
Club and a past 20 year district governor of Lions International. Sur-
vivors include his wife Susan and children Tobey Seidberg, Amy 
Schaefer, Jon Goldner and Michael Goldner. 
 
Marlene Konsens (born Marika Weinstein) ('66) passed away on 
October 28, 2020. She had worked as an Administrative Assistant 
for the Jewish Community Center and also with the NYS Banking 
Department. Marlene was born in Hungary and escaped with her 
family, at age nine, during the Hungarian Revolution. She is sur-
vived by her brothers, David and Imre Weinstein, and her children 
Tali Seinfeld, Vardit Smith, and Ziv Konsens. 
Editors' Note: 
Marlene served on the Nottingham Connection board for several 
years before retiring in 2019. We are saddened by her passing and 
send our prayers to her family for their loss. She was more quiet 
than most of us on the board, but was always willing to give her 
opinion on the important issues. She contributed a number of arti-
cles which appeared in the Connection during her years of service 
and also contributed the design idea that went into the class of 1966 
panel for the Nottingham Quilt. She was kind enough to often bring 
to our meetings some of her homemade baked goods (and nothing 
was ever left by the meetings' end.) She was most proud of her fami-
ly and grandchildren which were always a beacon of joy to her. She 
will be missed. 
 
Gary Hershdorfer ('56) died on October 28, 2020. He earned a BA 
in history from Columbia University, then spent several years as an 
officer in the Navy. He earned a master's degree in Economics from 
the University of California, Berkeley, where he worked for the US 
Army Corps of Engineers for 30 years. He transferred to the Corp's 
New York office in 1996, where he retired as the Chief Economist 
of the North Atlantic Division. Gary is survived by his brother Vic-
tor and daughters Alexandra Colacito and Mary Hershdorfer 
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Homer Woodall, age 68, died on November 2, 2020. He excelled in 
basketball and track during high school. Homer worked as a process 
operator at Bristol-Myers for many years. He was predeceased by his 
wife, Clara, but is survived by his two children. 
 
Thomas Wiles ('79) passed away on November 2, 2020. Those who 
knew Tom will never forget his enthusiasm for life, engaging laugh, 
endless curiosity, perseverance, and love of history. He is survived by 
his sister and brother, Amy and Richard Wiles. 
 
Corinne (Howard) Farnham ('46) died on November 5, 2020. She 
was a past president of the Junior League of Syracuse, past president 
of the Crouse Hospital Auxiliary, and a former board member of 
Planned Parenthood of Syracuse and Huntington Family Centers. She 
was very active in her church and a volunteer with Meals on Wheels, 
along with other charitable works. She was predeceased by her hus-
band John. Surviving are her three sons, John, Jeffrey, and Ross. 
 
Judith (Levy) Stander ('58) passed away on November 14, 2020. She 
was a graduate of Cortland State Teachers College and taught elemen-
tary school for a few years. After marrying Karl Stander she started 
working with her husband running Stander Advertising Agency in 
Manlius, NY. During that time she was also a volunteer coordinator 
for the local PBS station. Later, Judith returned to teaching, working 
with adult students as part of the Cortland County Employment and 
Training Office, and worked the same capacity for Syracuse Universi-
ty. She was very active in the community, including being NARA Di-
rector overseeing resettlement of refugees from the former Soviet Un-
ion. Judith was predeceased by her husband and by her brother, Law-
rence Levy. Surviving are her son, Rabbi Seth Stander, and her daugh-
ter, Sara Mahony. 
 
Sanford Molis ('57) died on November 25, 2020. He graduated from 
Syracuse University with a degree in Accounting and became owner/
operator of over 25 H&R Block offices throughout Central NY. He 
was predeceased by his wife Carol and daughter Debbie. Surviving 
are his sons, Jay Molis, Brian Molis-Sebastian, and Brian Lenweaver, 
and daughters Amy Granato and Patty O'Neil.  
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Mary Ellen Trimble ('54) passed away on December 6, 2020. She 
earned her BA from Wellesley College, her MA from S.U., and her 
PhD in Biological Sciences from Case Western Reserve. She 
worked as a Research Physiologist for the Veterans Administration 
Medical Center in Syracuse and later was Associate Professor, De-
partment of Physiology at Upstate Medical Center. In 1999 she was 
granted the title of Associate Professor Emeritus the Department of 
Neuroscience and Physiology. She donated land to the CNY Land 
Trust which is now part of the High Hickory Wildlife Sanctuary 
near Skaneateles, NY. 
 
Marilyn (Schmelling) Beck ('50) passed away on December 8, 
2020. After graduation she married C. Ellison Beck, and together 
they raised 6 children. She loved cooking, gardening, reading, and 
playing the piano. Marilyn was a philanthropist , donating time and 
money to numerous charities. She is survived by her children: Brian, 
Steven, Allen, Gordon, Cindy Carlson and Connie Miranda. 
 
Alice Alsever ('67) passed away on December 10, 2020. She attend-
ed college at Lycoming and Syracuse University. She loved the out-
doors and used her skills in art and photojournalism to create out-
standing outdoor and wildlife photos, calligraphy and watercolors. 
Alice played guitar and banjo and sang in a band. She was prede-
ceased by her husband, Marc Till. Surviving is her sister, Ann Maki. 
 
Naomi (Pinsky) Blumenthal ('56) died on December 14, 2020. She 
earned a degree in Psychology and Elementary Education from Sy-
racuse University. Naomi taught elementary school in Liverpool for 
a while but then switched gears and opened her first business, 
boarding horses at a farm in Oran. She then opened the first indoor, 
privately-owned arena ring in the area which allowed her to host 
horse shows year round. During her long career, Naomi served as 
superintendent of the NYS Fair Horse Shows for 40 years, national 
president of the Professional Horsemen's Association and held offi-
cial positions in several other horsemen's associations. She also 
taught equestrian studies and equine business management at Ca-
zenovia College for 27 years and coached the college's equestrian 
team. She received, among other accolades, a Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Intercollegiate Horse Shows Association. Naomi 
was predeceased by her brothers Philip and Roy. She is survived by 
her daughter Shari Schneider. 
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David Bacon, age 90, died on December 18, 2020. He was a gradu-
ate of Cornell University with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. 
He started his own mechanical contracting firms in Syracuse: Bacon 
Industries and Burnet Installations. Later David entered the afforda-
ble housing field, founding Two Plus Four Companies which devel-
ops, builds and manages rental housing apartments and homes. He is 
survived by his wife Ellen; sons Richard, Stephen, and Thomas; and 
daughters Lynn Steenberg, Nancy Richmond, and Susan Kimmel. 
 
Mary Lou (Bishop) Dopyera ('50) died on December 18, 2020. She 
graduated from Cornell University in 1954 and Syracuse University 
in 1970. She was a reading teacher and diagnostician for the Syra-
cuse City School District. Mary Lou was the first female member 
and President of the Syracuse Sunrise Rotary Club. She was prede-
ceased by her daughter Caroline, her husband, Dr. Robert M. Lerner, 
and her brother, David Bishop. She is survived by daughters Barbara 
Daley and Suzanne Kuntz. 
 
Beverly (Ward) Wilber ('52) passed away on December 19, 2020. 
She was employed by the US Postal Service in Altmar for 22 years 
and was also a Tax Collector for the Village of Altmar for 16 years. 
She was active in the American Legion Auxiliary and the Kasoag 
Trailblazers Snowmobile Club. She was predeceased by her husband 
Ronald. Surviving are her son Steven and daughters Sherry Wilber, 
Karen Finch, and Betsy Wheeler.  
 
Samuel Skurk ('84) died on December 20, 2020. He was a graduate 
of SUNY Fredonia and worked in the pensions department of Guard-
ian Life Insurance. Prior to that he worked for KB Toy Stores and 
Hills Department Stores. He was an avid bowler, having won four 
300 rings. He was a member of the LaRochelle Auto Racing Team. 
Samuel is survived by his wife Ann, sons Brandon and Aaron, sisters 
Alice Salita, Marti Rhyne, Pam Kanthor, and Jennifer Hunter. He 
was predeceased by his sister Linda Margolius. 
 
Charlene (Selner) Grismore ('63) passed away on December 25, 
2020. She was a graduate of Boston University with a degree in 
Physical Therapy, and worked with children for many years at the 
ARC of Onondaga. She was an avid quilter, leaving her handmade 
treasures for her family to cherish. Charlene is survived by her hus-
band Ron, daughters Amy Grismore and Dana Sizing, and sisters 
Sally Selner and  Kay Price.  
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We remember with honor and respect those  

who have passed  before us. 

Steven Muller ('58) died on December 26, 2020. He earned 
his B.S. degree in Chemical Engineering from Cornell and his 
MD from Weill Cornell School of Medicine. After completing 
his residency he entered active duty in the Navy and worked 
in Navy hospitals for two decades. He then attended the Acad-
emy of Health Sciences of the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces and transitioned into medical administration. In the 
1980s he was on a team at the US Navy's Bureau of Medicine 
and Surgery that oversaw the conversion of oil tankers to the 
USNS Mercy and the USNS Comfort hospital ships. Steve was 
predeceased by his wife Geraldine (Gerri). He is survived by 
son David and daughters Laura Muller and Abby Buck. 

REMINDER 

If you would like to receive your “Connection” digitally, 

PLEASE 

snail mail your email address to  “The Connection”          

3100 East Genesee Street, Syracuse, NY  13224 or  

respond to nottalum@hotmail.com 

With subject line heading DIGITAL COPY PLEASE  
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 QUILTERS UNITE for 

   Nottingham Quilt 

Use your skills to make squares for your class or one of the  missing  

squares of years past. Creativity and unusual     designs and materials  a 

plus. 

An individual quilt panel should be 8” x 8” (total visible design) - a 

1” border all around equals a total panel size of 10” x 10”.   The 

panel must have the graduation year.  

THE MISSING YEARS ARE:  

1935, 1937, 1940, 1943, 1947, 1949, 1951, 1952, 1960, 1969, 
1972, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1982, 1984, 1985, 1987, 1988, 1989, 
1990, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2002 through 
2020.  
 

Contact The Connection, 

 nottalum@hotmail.com  for further information. 

mailto:nottalum@hotmail.com
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Please keep The Nottingham Connection coming.    Here's my donation: 

 

_____  Friend  ($5 - $10) 

_____  Supporter  ($11-$25) 

_____  Patron  ($26 - $100) 

_____  Benefactor  (over $100) 

 

Contributors will be listed in our next issue.  If you wish to remain         

anonymous, please check here ____ 

Make  checks to Nottingham Connection and Mail to:   

The Nottingham  Connection,  

3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13224.             

     

email:   nottalum@hotmail.com  

Please visit our web site: http://nottingham-connection.org  

Friend us on FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/nottalum 

Check here _____(email address: _______________________________)  

if you would prefer receiving future issues of the        Nottingham Connec-

tion online. You will be notified when each new edition is available.  

Email Address:_________________ _____________________        

Please update my listing  (or add this person): 

Name (incl. maiden name if applicable) 

_______________________________________________ 

Street Address; __________________________________ 

City, State, Zip ___________________________________ 

Telephone: ______________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________ 

Year of graduation ________________________________ 

 

Editor’s note: Donations are used to pay for publishing, mailing 

The Nottingham Connection, and to support current projects at 

Nottingham HS. 

STAY CONNECTED 
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