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Georgia Popoff - Poet, Editor, and Teaching Artist
by Paul Harvey
Note: Over the years Nottingham has produced many
unique individuals: some famed in film and theater,
some in law and politics, others in sports and physical
accomplishments. This year we are featuring a power
in the arts and letters world, known well by her contemporaries, and who also, uniquely, cares equally about
the state of the world and that of education, especially
when it pertains to Nottingham, but in all other schools
internationally. Come and meet our fellow alumna
Georgia Popoff.
When asked who she really is, this local community icon of the arts and creativity replied, “I am a five year old maniac.” Later she demurely added, “but
with a whole lot of life behind her.” From the Georgia I’ve known a bit and
the one I’ve heard about over the years, and the woman whom I spent a couple
of hours interviewing on Zoom, I would laugh and say “Right on!” In fact I
would say she has all the affect and power of a Janice Joplin, without the
dysfunction, and she is still among the living.
Her saga (much better, I think, than story or bio) has taken her many places,
through events and efforts with many folks we know or have heard of. It is a
tale of life in Syracuse and the Westcott area from the late fifties through the
present day and, throughout, she has been a passionate, committed, and active
participant with an independent and largely liberal lifestyle. She still lives
among us, right near Westcott St., and you are likely to meet her in a bar room
or restaurant, at a performance or meeting, at or related to our home .
Georgia began her journey as she was born into the Sechrengost family. Her
birth father was stationed at Scott Field Air Force Base in Belleville, Illinois.
Perhaps Mom realized that Georgia Sechrengost was not a name that exactly
rolled off a poetic tongue but, whatever the case, her mother and father were
divorced and she and her mom, Betty, moved to Sandy Creek, NY.
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Mom worked at GE, an employer most older folks remember well, where
she met Vladimir Popoff and they married and moved to Westmoreland
Avenue, after a stay at the Rugby Apartments, in 1957. Her siblings soon
came along, including sisters Valerie, Lisa and Erica, and brothers Michael
and Alexander. Alexander, sadly, died in 2002 of Cystic Fibrosis.
Georgia followed a school path familiar to many of us in the area as she
began in 2nd grade at Ed Smith, continued to Levy, and finished in 1971 at
Nottingham. Her childhood belonged uniquely to her, as she realized her
learning style was “to just jump right in” and passionately embraced songs
and stories and the teachers who could take her there. Some of her favorite
mentors were Kathleen Crouch, who ran the French Club; Elizabeth Mann,
who was a cellist for the Syracuse Symphony; and Thelma Trotty Selzer,
"an astounding educator and history teacher who opened our eyes to social
justice as an indigenous person herself."
At Levy, she worked with fellow grad Tom Peyer (famed for his comic
strips), under the tutelage of Walt Shepperd, to start an underground
newspaper called "Cogito". Georgia's mother died while she was in ninth
grade, and Nottingham was going through a violent time with race riots, a
teacher being severely injured in one of them. She found herself "a
traumatic child in a traumatic time." She wrote "a lot" in 9 th and 10th grade.
Georgia traveled on to Alfred University in 1971 and lasted a year, but
during that time she met Professor Paul Strong, who became her favorite
professor and taught her how to read a poem — thus opening that Pandora’s
box.
Education proved expensive, so she transferred to OCC for the '72-'73 year
and then to Oswego State from '73 to '75 where she met and prospered
poetically through the tutelage of Lewis Turco, a well known inspiration for
many current poets. When we recently contacted Lewis, living in Maine, he
remembered her fondly as "one of his best students." Unfortunately for
Georgia, and perhaps for the world, she had too little funding, despite
working at a restaurant on Westcott Street, and she never finished her
degree work.
The next 25 years found Georgia busy in multiple ways as she fought to
develop her art and survive at the same time: consulting, editing, and
teaching. She didn’t return to poetry until 1993, when she participated in the
then popular "Poetry Slam Movement" from 1993 until 1996, competed in
the National slam in 1994 and 1995 and, always a take charge lady, emceed
part of the 1997 slam. For twenty years she was an editor of the Comstock
Review, five of them as the Managing Editor
From 2000 to 2008 she worked with Partners for Arts Education, first as a
teaching artist and then as the CNY Program Director. Laura Reeder, its
founder, says "Georgia is a passionate community builder. Her ability to
connect people to each other through the arts is heroic." .
Cont’d on page 4
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For the past ten to fifteen years she has done editing and consulting. She was, in
fact, just named an Editor at the University of Michigan Press for its "Under
Discussion" series of books on Contemporary American Poets.
Otherwise, she has focused on her first love, poetry. She has written and edited
six books and received many awards. She has been the poetry guru at the Downtown Writers' Center for years, helps manage their course offerings and co-hosts
their public poetry readings (recently in a zoom format) with Phil Memmer. She
encourages everyone to try their hand at writing poetry. It is a muse she feels we
all can share and has existed in us as humans since before reading and writing. It
is an excellent way to reflect and enhance your life and she suggests we all
follow her lead to "just jump right in." To be successful, though, she asks
everyone to be conscious of the "Invisible Reader". She says, " Writers create to
fulfill something in themselves first, but we must think of the reader/audience
when we become a writer who publishes." Georgia, in short, has led a life we
can all honor and appreciate. She has held true to her passions and her craft and
carved out a niche where many might question how it could be done. She owns a
house in the Westcott area and spends her rare off-time on her other passions of
cooking, baking, and knitting.
The woman is passionate about her beliefs in the state of our world and
especially our educational system. She talks plainly about our schools needing
more creativity and less testing. Students should be finding creative outlets
every day and in every class. Teachers are disrespected and unempowered.
Poetry, itself, she feels should be included daily and across curricula. It increases
and improves fluency and comprehension and a joy in learning. This is a major
premise of her book Our Difficult Sunlight. Georgia is a joy and asset to the
poetry world, local poets, her neighborhood and community, her friends, family,
and fellow alumni. We honor and cherish her and anticipate more - much more to come.
Georgia Popoff’s books can be ordered, and she can be contacted, at her
website, which has links to each of her publishers:
https://georgiapopoff.com/books/ Books include:
Coaxing Nectar from Longing (Hale Mary Press, 1997) - limited first edition currently
out of print but often available used
The Doom Weaver (Main Street Rag Publications, 2008) - available from publisher,
among other fabulous Main Street Rag poets and authors
Our Difficult Sunlight: A Guide to Poetry, Literacy & Social Justice in Classroom &
Community, with Quraysh Ali Lansana (Teachers & Writers Collaborative, 2011)
Psalter: The Agnostic's Book of Common Curiosities (Tiger Bark Press, 2015)
The Whiskey of Our Discontent: Gwendolyn Brooks as Conscience and Change
Agent (Haymarket Books, 2017) co-edited with Quraysh Ali Lansana (finalist for the
2012 NAACP Image Award for Instructional Literature)
Psychometry (Tiger Bank Press, 2019)
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The Agnostic Notices She Talks to Herself
by Georgia Popoff

All the time
Each step
Every query
A running dialogue
A living alone habit
Moments
of rage
Curiosity
Awe
Sometimes
a chore list
Like a bird
Babbling
at the feeder
The banter
Quieter
than dragonflies
Not prayer
She doesn’t expect
Guidance
Just routine
a small relief
In front
of eggs at the IGA
She loves double yolks
like a Cracker Jack prize
Jumbos make good omelets
Extra Large are cheaper
The man considering
cheeses scolds
You’re way too young
to chatter on that way
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UPROOTED

by Linda Strader, Class of '73)

Think of a maple-lined street near LeMoyne
College. That’s where I spent my childhood.
Playing Kick-the-Can with friends on a warm
summer night. Building not snowmen, but
snowhorses, on a winter day. Trick-or-treating
with my younger sister in tow. Where my mom
planted hyacinths, tulips, and daffodils. Where
my dad installed our first swing set. I walked to
Charles Andrews for grade school; to H.W.
Smith for Junior High; and lastly to Nottingham
High. In 1972, while I was a senior at Nottingham, my parents did the unthinkable: They sold our home and moved our family to the small town of
Prescott, Arizona.
How much I hated Prescott. I missed my friends. Practically no one in my
new school wanted anything to do with the new girl. I couldn’t wait to
leave. I slaved in fast food joints, and put up with a lecherous old man at a
print shop to earn enough money for a plane ticket. In May of 1973, I returned to Syracuse, thinking to stay. After a couple of months, I realized that
my friends were off to college. What was the point of staying when my
friends were leaving? Resigned, I flew back to Arizona.

Over the next year, I learned to enjoy Prescott. Determined not to get stuck
in a dead-end job, I searched fruitlessly for something better; something
different. What would that be? I loved the outdoors, but had no idea how
that would translate into a career. I dabbled in music and art, but what were
the chances of a career in those? Little to none. Finally, I had to make a
tough choice. I resigned myself to looking for work in big city Tucson. Of
all things, that is where I connected with the U.S.
Forest Service and their world of wildfires. In 1976, I
became one of the first women hired on a Forest Service fire crew.
People often assume that I was a tough tomboy. No, I
just happened to be a young woman who loved the
outdoors and didn’t fear hard work. What I didn’t
expect, though, was the opposition I would get from
men. And I most certainly didn’t expect that the job I
loved would lead to a life-changing injury—an injury
that would challenge and change me more than
working in a man’s world.
Unable to continue with that career, I rebuilt my life. I earned a degree in
Landscape Architecture from the University of Arizona in 1990, graduating
Summa Cum Laude. Two years later, I returned to the U of A for a Masters
degree in Land Planning, again graduating at the top of my class. However,
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my new career as a landscape architect also proved challenging. When the
economy collapsed in 2008, I lost my job. With no other choice, I picked up
the pieces and rebuilt my life yet again—teaching classes in my community
on desert landscape care, and starting my own landscape design business.
About 8 years ago, I decided to write a memoir about both the good and bad
times. About how my resiliency kept me alive, even when my world fell
apart.
My book, Summers of Fire: A Memoir of Adventure, Love, and Courage,
published by Bedazzled Ink Publishing, May, 2018, became a finalist in the
2018 New Mexico-Arizona Book Awards. Uprooted: A New Life in the Arizona Sun, the prequel to Summers of Fire, was just released in December of
2021.
The Green Valley News (AZ) published an article about my firefighting career. Forest History Today magazine featured a review of my
book in their Spring/Fall 2018 issue. I have been featured on a number of
podcasts. KGUN 9 News interviewed me about the challenges I faced, and
Parade.com published an excerpt from my book. In addition, the PBS show,
Arizona Illustrated, featured the segment "Wildland Firefighter" about my
career and the challenges women still face today:
https://tv.azpm.org/p/azill-nature/2019/9/30/159171-wildland-firefighter/
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Maura Koenig, Class of 2007
Maura was a 'theater kid' in high school she sang in the choir and gospel choir (and
had been a member of the Syracuse
Children's Chorus and Syracuse Children's
Theatre prior to her high school years). She
was lucky enough to have a few years with
Ronnie Bell in the city's Gifted Program
before it was eliminated, and she was always
creative - not an artist with paint and brush but she loved good stories, and loved performing these stories, whether they were
recited or sung.
After high school, she attended SUNY
Oswego and studied theater, but summers she worked at Eisner Camp in Great
Barrington, MA, where she'd summered as a kid. Eisner is a Reform Jewish
camp, and she was allowed to be as creative as she wanted to be, along with
learning more about her Judaism. So, when the opportunity to earn credits toward her degree came from documenting her summer job with videos and journals, she bit - and by the time she was a senior, she knew she wanted to work in
the Jewish world. She worked retail and waitressing the first year out of college, applying for jobs in her chosen field. She was finally hired as Youth
Activity Director at a synagogue in Westchester, followed by a two-year diversion as an account assistant at a Broadway ad agency (combining her love of
theatre with a touch of what her parents do for a living!), and then back in the
Jewish non-profit world. She had the opportunity to be an American co-leader
of trips to Israel through an organization called Birthright, and was working as a
recruiter for them, visiting college campuses and enrolling students in a free
trip, when Covid hit.
She moved back to Syracuse 'temporarily' and found that baking challah helped
keep her busy, keep her creative, and keep her connected with the Jewish world.
She applied and received her permit to be a home processor through the NYS
Department of Agriculture and Markets and launched her new home-baked
business, "Challah At Me 315".
Maura developed quite the following
on
Instagram
(@challatatme315) and sold
dozens of loaves weekly. For the
high holidays, her father coincidentally connected with an SU
mom on social media searching
where her son could get challah
for Rosh Hashanah - and the
sales boomed. She met students
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at Walnut Park weekly during her challah pick-up time, as well as delivered to area
folks every week before Shabbat. She was featured in the Syracuse Post-Standard,
the CNY Good Life magazine, the Daily Orange, and in the Jewish Observer. She
did a number of FaceTime and Zoom events for charity, and for fun, while she
baked!
The entire time back in Syracuse, she was applying for full-time positions, interviewing almost weekly via Zoom, and working part-time on a graduate degree.
She's now back working for the Birthright organization, still bakes challah for
friends, still sings along with her favorite Broadway show tunes wile going about
her daily weekend routine, and now and again, visits her folks in Syracuse.

CNY Inspirations: College Changed MyLife
(reprinted from a feature in The Post-Standard, by InterFaith Works of CNY)
In 1995, I’d graduated from Nottingham High School
(GREAT class), and I found myself wondering what I
was going to do with my life. I wasn’t accepted to the
college where I applied, and I had a job that I did not
see as a career. I didn’t have a plan. One day, my best
friend and I spoke to a recruiter with the U.S. Army.
She told us about all the benefits the Army had to offer
in terms of education and career opportunities. Our
discussion led us to enlist with the Army Reserves.

Ahmeed Turner

Upon starting boot camp, the City of Syracuse notified me of a bench warrant I had
for outstanding traffic tickets. I informed my superior, and they contacted Syracuse
City Court. I had to appear before court to get the bench warrant removed. With
that, I was discharged and my hopes the Army would be my answer disappeared.
I was back to having no plan, goal or vision for my life. One day, my mom told me
about a historically Black college called Cheyney State University (now Cheyney
University of Pennsylvania). We went on a visit, and I was captured by the diverse
variety of Black and Brown students. I applied and was accepted. As I completed
my degree program, I met people from backgrounds similar to mine from all over
the country and made lifelong friends I call brothers to this day.
Without college, I did not have a career path. The relationships, experiences and
knowledge (both life and academic) I gained gave me perspective and added richness and flavor to my core values. With the exception of my faith, wife, and
daughters, going to college was the most influential experience of my life. If you
are thinking about college as a path to your future, you don’t have to have it all
figured out before you go. Chances are your path will turn out better than you
think.
Ahmeed Turner is Executive Director of Say Yes Syracuse, which supports Syracuse City School District students to attain, afford and complete a college or postsecondary education.
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"About 3 Square Miles of Life in the '60s"
A Retrospective
by Roberta (Birdie Block) Svoboda ('70)

Many of us who graduated from Nottingham
High School in the late 1960s - early 70s were
children of 1st or 2nd generation immigrants,
mostly from Eastern Europe, some from the
Mediterranean, and a good many who were displaced and "re-placed" for other sociopolitical
and economic reasons. Many of our parents had
post-war aspirations, attitudes and/or angst that
propelled us, their children, toward greatness,
highfalutin' careers, moral and social-justice
reforms and/or into constant survival mode.
We grew up in neighborhoods both distinctly
different and uniquely the same, and I'll soon tell you about the area generally within the bounds of Homer-Wheaton Park on Mountainview Ave. to
Meadowbrook near NHS, and from LeMoyne College to the Seeley Rd. area,
which is where I lived and, as I thought of it, was otherwise known as "the
other side of the tracks"….. or one of them.
That and other neighborhoods produced artists, technicians, musicians, scientists, writers, trades-people, entrepreneurs, doctors, lawyers, revolutionaries,
educators and more and, let's face it, the competition was often palpably
fierce as well as subtly crushing. As daunting as that may have been, it may
have been why so many of us relentlessly pushed through to succeed.... hard.
As adolescents do, I think we were all just struggling for recognition and
grappling with our idiosyncratic visions of "success" - to stand out, blend in,
start a fight, or hide away from the madding crowd. For others, it was just
simply a matter of sheer survival or, if nothing else, notoriety.
And yet, here we are, decades later, all grown up; that is, if we were the
lucky ones to have been able to do so, and can still clearly recall the people,
events, and places that continue to connect us to one another to this very day.
My children, colleagues over the years, college friends, etc., are often completely astounded that I am still, or again, friends with dozens with whom I
grew up in the neighborhood ~ from nursery school to funerals ~ and find it
incredulous that I know the names of 400 or more of my classmates, or that I
even care after all these many years, wounds, joys, and lives later. But I nevertheless do….and I believe that if you are reading this now, you, quite likely, may do so as well. As you read on, this is fair warning that I am about to
name names….
I grew up on Fayette Blvd., a street parallel to Delray and Mountainview to
the north, and Harwood, Milnor and Salt Springs to the south. To this very
day, I can name a hundred or more people who were my "neighbors", be-
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cause that's just the way it was in those days. For those of us who walked
north > south up Ball Ave. on our way to NHS, it started with 1 or 2, and,
if I remember correctly, it would variably include Lee Raymond, Marsha
Radin, the Sall brothers, Elaine Lavine, Steve Kruth, Mark Perlman, Brad
Osinsky, Steve Smith, Jay Lurie (have I failed to implicate any others?),
and as we picked up more and more friends at each successive intersection,
we'd eventually cross Salt Springs Rd., then stroll (or, truth be told...often
run) through Elmcrest and then make our way down the long dirt path to
cross Genesee St. to Nottingham where we were often then 10 in number.
In far earlier years, several of us spent our days walking on stilts around the
neighborhood, jumping rope, running after "Sam, Sam, The Vegetable
Man" or the Skippy truck with 2 quarters in our pocket, or hiding from my
grandmother who was the proverbial old woman (who, by the way, was
ALWAYS old) and would often be seen chasing my friends off our lawn
with a soup ladle held high over her head, and to this day I know not why,
but David Fisher may. Anyway, when not much older than 7, from dawn til
dusk, we spent ALL of our free time at "The Park" on Mountainview
whose name I NEVER knew was actually Homer Wheaton. It's where we
valiantly and repetitively tried to kill ourselves by bringing along rolls of
waxed paper with which to vigorously slick up the slide to achieve flight,
or challenge ourselves to "pump" fiercely enough on the always-poorlyanchored swing-set in attempts to "go over the bar".

The photo on the bottom left is that of the road we took 100s of times
through Elmcrest Children's Center from the intersection of Ball Ave. and
Salt Springs Rd., past cottages such as the one in the middle photo that
housed orphaned children, and on to the entry point of a dirt pathway that
led us down to Meadowbrook. The topmost photo is a recent shot near that
approximate spot where, through the thinning trees of winter, you can still
see our alma mater down in the distance.
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That, if ever really achieved, would have resulted in someone rolling backward toward Erie Blvd, and directly down the nearby jagged hill full of
un-mined mica, which was aptly named Dead-Man's Cliff. Those were
wonderful times, mainly because no one did die, and I still wonder why, at
that tender age, we were given the freedom to play all day long under the
loose supervision of people with whom few parents were ever acquainted,
relatively far from home, and to then somehow be able to hear our mothers'
voices calling us to come home…. and just mere minutes before total darkness
fell. But most of us survived all of that in good stead, only to graduate to the
middle school era, which for me, was at H.W. Smith. Those were challenging
transitional years during which a good many of us lost a parent, our naivety,
experienced a shift in friendships, and felt the first bitter stings of peerpressure. Some suffered a divorce in the family, and/or overheard unpleasant
adult truths… or lies. So with pre-teen angst, some hefty bruising tempered by
resilience-training, a good dose of enduring childhood memories, and, for me
anyway, a paralyzing anxiety about the dreaded sorority experience…. we
somehow finally made it to the halls of Nottingham.
Friends, if you are even mildly
curious about the more global
realities of our alma mater in
the mid to late sixties, beyond
that which we personally experienced in a way that was far
too close to be appreciated at
the time, they were brilliantly
studied, cataloged, and couched
in the context of those truly
turbulent times, and described
with both enormous detail and
complete anonymity, in a book
written by Gerald Grant entitled
The World We Created at
Hamilton High, published in
1988. I found it fascinating, and
whether or not you were paying
any attention at all in history
Homer Wheaton Park on Mountainview
class with Ma Pecola, hiding in
your locker or under the table
in the cafeteria in 1970, or smoking out in The Trench during those
tumultuous, inspirational, torturous and revolutionary times, I think you will
recognize many of the events, people, problematic behaviors and some
painful, yet very necessary, shifts of thought, belief and integrity through
Grant’s measured and, at times, thinly-veiled words.
As a Class of '70 grad, I must say that those were certainly the best of times
and the worst of times, and I think and hope that some of my cohorts will
strive to write about the Vietnam War, the draft, the associated Moratorium on
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the lawn just off school grounds, and our grappling with equal parts of pain
and faith in so many ways on the front line of desegregation which was
not always pretty, and then the successive assassinations of Bobby Kennedy
and Martin Luther King, Jr. We’ve had 5 class reunions since those times,
starting off with a bang at 5 years-post when our spouses, degrees, physique,
and general gravitas were brag-able (or not), followed by a loss of verve for
a 10th, aka the 12th. I hope you will realize that I have no idea as to the veracity of what I’m about to say… although there MUST be a scholarly book
about this somewhere… but perhaps that hiatus was simply due to the sheer
fatigue of 28 year olds on the "ladder", a perceived deterioration of our fashion sense, a re-evaluation of our life choices, or an unfortunate disillusionment with our trajectory. In any event, WE, the Class of '70, think of ourselves as the quintessential Bulldogs. We went on to enjoy reunions at 20, 30
and 40 years post-graduation, and are actively (still) pressing forward toward
our 52nd, albeit with a delay for reasons you will surmise, and, if you are
younger than we are, please believe me when I tell you that the perspective
at this stage of the game has FAR less to do with your fashion sense, your
body-type, your wallet, or your perceived failures when you contemplate all
that for which you have to be grateful.
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Jaleel Campbell's"Homecoming"
at the Everson Museum

Jaleel Campbell, class of 2013, works in digital creations, but got his
start painting and working with textured designs at Nottingham. It's his
first return in six years, back where it all began. "I'm overwhelmed",
he says, walking the halls of Nottingham High School. He gets hugs
from former teachers and smiles you can feel even though faces are
covered by masks. It seems like everyone recognizes Jaleel. His early
works can still be found in Mrs. Ferlenda's classroom.
In this, his first solo museum exhibit, Jaleel uses a unique blend of
visual art, music, and activism to celebrate the beauty and joy of
everyday Black life and culture. His Jaleathel dolls are the centerpiece
of his exhibit.
When the Covid-19 pandemic cut his in-person graduate education
short in spring 2020, Jaleel returned to Syracuse with a new
appreciation for his hometown and family and a desire to convey that
in his work. Shortly after moving back, he rediscovered a favorite
book that details several generations of his paternal ancestry. This
book, combined with stories passed down by his father, inspired him
to create works that balance moments of exuberant celebration with
others that call for quiet reflection.
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Ultimately,
"Homecoming" is Campbell's love letter to his family.
Credits for this article go to Justin Bachman, Spectrum News; and
The Everson Museum of Art
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CONELRAD and the Red Brick Road
by Gary Agnew ('70)

Kensington Road was one of the last
red brick hills in the city. As you made
your way up the hill towards Westcott
Street, it felt good to have those
ancient pavers under your feet. And it
was fun to listen to them buzz as a car
drove over them. Just before Westcott,
to one’s left, stood a much longer and
steeper hill – Westminster Ave. Today,
if you take the long walk up, you’ll
pass through a pleasant neighborhood
with a small roundabout at the top of
the hill. The “Thousand Steps” at the
far end lead down to Euclid Ave.
There are park benches to enjoy the
view of the university, and the city
itself. When I was a teen, I’d sneak out at night to sit at the top of those steps,
to smoke cigarettes and watch the sun come up.
At the center of this little oasis stand two telephone poles, situated closely
together. Most observers would think nothing of them – just some abandoned
utility items if they thought of them at all. But sixty years ago, they had great
importance. Sixty years ago, they represented a far different world. They were
the supports for the Civil Defense air attack siren. And if it went off, you only
had twenty minutes to find cover before the missiles came in. Such was the
world in 1962. Our neighborhood, much like that little roundabout, was an
oasis in a world on the edge of the abyss. A magical little space that produced
the kids that made Nottingham a memorable place to this day.
It's called the Southeast University Area. Bordered by Meadowbrook, Salt
Springs and Outer Comstock, which as a composite, makes up most of the
city’s East Side. It’s quite a different place now, compared to when I grew up
there. Westcott Street by Barry Park was a dirt road that ran through a swamp.
The Lampe Athletic Center was a radar installation, and there was a pond close
to the intersection of Colvin and Comstock. When Meadowbrook overflowed
(which it did quite often in those days) we would cob together rafts from inner
tubes and a seemingly endless supply of scrap lumber. Much to the chagrin of
our mothers, we would try to navigate to the pond from Barry Park. We’d
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come home muddy, and hear a lecture to stay out of that creek. “You could get
polio from that water!” In retrospect, our moms were probably right. But that’s
the way we did things. We were a unique group of kids from a very unique
place.
All neighborhoods take their character from the people who live there. Sitting
here now, in 2022, I can still take a mental walk down Buckingham Avenue,
where I lived, and tell you who lived in each house. College professors, professional musicians, members of the clergy, tradespeople, scientists, business
people, engineers, beatniks, school teachers, doctors, members of the judiciary,
folks doing 9 to 5 jobs in a myriad of offices and factories. American born and
immigrants. Those were our moms and dads. And yes, we really did have
beatniks in our little corner of the world. Growing up in a neighborhood this
diverse produced some special kids. Kids that would eventually find their way
to the halls of Nottingham.
We may have been economically and culturally diverse, but we still hadn’t
become racially diverse to any extent. The times were changing though, and on
Buckingham Ave. it took a 98-pound Polish mom to lead the way. But that’s a
story for a different day.

If you wanted to get a quick mental picture of what my street, and many other
streets were like, all you had to do was to take a stroll on a summer Sunday
afternoon. Nobody had air conditioning, and every window was open. There
was the smell of scores of Sunday dinners cooking, and the sounds coming out
of the houses were the sounds of my world. People practicing opera, or playing
the piano (it seems everybody had one), the sound of a baseball game in
progress on the radio, and music. Every form of music imaginable, from
classical to Ethnic to Jazz. I tell the story of hearing Dave Brubeck’s “Take
Five” (probably from the beatniks’ place) and thinking that was the coolest
thing that I'd ever heard. It was – until I heard those four guys from England.
There was the sound of telephones ringing endlessly, as Sunday was the day to

Cont’d on pg. 18
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call friends and family to catch up on life. I distinctly remember one of my
neighbors sitting on his stone wall playing his guitar, every time that the
weather was nice. Those Sunday afternoon walks were better than any
television show. It was basking in the reflection of our roots. Growing up in
surroundings like these molds young people into the exceptional sort of kids
we became at Nottingham. Life wasn’t perfect, but it was rich, and
adventurous. Not all of us became noteworthy or famous, although a fair portion of us did. But we were all exceptional because of the environment that we
grew up in. It was Nottingham that cemented that in our character forever.
In further offerings, I’ll deal in more specifics about The Neighborhood, and
my time at Nottingham. For those readers that haven’t seen a head full of grey,
I thought it might be nice to paint a picture of your neighborhood that you
might not be familiar with. For those of us with more miles on the clock, it’s
nice to remember when.
Until Next Time,
Gary
Gary Agnew is a lifelong resident of Syracuse, mostly in the Southeast University Area. A Class of 1970 Bulldog, he has a degree in Broadcasting and Mass
Communications from SUNY Oswego.

Hey, Alums!
Do you have memories of, or anecdotes about, your years at Nottingham
HS that you would like to share? Have
you had interesting experiences in the
years since? We would love to hear
from you. Send your recollections/
thoughts/narrative to our email
adress:
nottalum@hotmail.com with
“From the Mailbag” in the Subject line
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The Day the "Hero" Guard Saved a Family From a Shooter
at the Syracuse Bus/Train Station
(Condensed from a story by Rylee Kirk at Syracuse.com)

Jah’Theel Selmon, 30, a Nottingham High School graduate, is a security
guard at the Syracuse Regional Transportation Center. On May 10, 2021, he
helped save a father and three children by getting them into a break room when
a man started firing a gun inside the station.
It was a routine night for Selman, who arrived at midnight to relieve another
guard. He walked around the station every 45 minutes to make sure everything
was OK, checking on passengers and the building.
Andrew Booker, 32, was traveling from Massachusetts to Ohio, but the bus he
was supposed to take was delayed for mechanical reasons. Selmon said he saw
Booker at one point laughing, talking with other people in the waiting room.
Booker briefly talked with the guard, asking Selmon where he was from.
Selmon said he found Booker unsettling. Just minutes later Selmon heard
noises that he says he will never forget.
“I hear the ‘pat pat pat’…you can hear the gunshots echo,” he said. Everyone
was running. A father, Antoine Allen, from Michigan, ran up to him with three
children, all under the age of 5. "Can you hide me and my kids somewhere?"
Selmon recalls the father asking. They were near a bus driver’s break room but
Selmon had to punch a code in to get into the locked room. In the chaos he was
worried he wouldn’t get the code correct, but he got it right on the first try and
the door opened. The family all rushed into the room.
With the father and kids in the room, Selmon turned to close the door, but
Booker was right there. "He had a blank stare, it’s like looking at Michael
Myers,” Selmon said. Booker held the gun up to Selmon’s face and then shot
him in the stomach. Selmon said. The force of the gunshot pushed Selmon
back into the room and Booker went with him.
In one corner was the family. In another corner, Selmon and Booker wrestled
for Booker’s gun, the guard said. He said he was losing blood and feeling
weaker as they fought, but he wanted to get the gun away from Booker.

Cont’d on next page
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Selmon broke free and ran out the back door expecting Booker to chase after
him. Selmon said he limped from bus to bus, avoiding Booker’s gunfire. He
tried to calculate how much ammo Booker had left. He said his goal was to
get closer to the building in case he passed out.
Employees and people waiting for buses and trains scrambled for cover.
Booker's gun jammed several times, so he was only able to fire four times, a
prosecutor said.
“The police came through the other door at the perfect time,” Selmon said.
Many people called Selmon a hero for his actions that day. “His actions were
selfless and incredibly heroic and assuredly saved lives,” District Attorney
William Fitzpatrick told Syracuse.com | The Post-Standard the day after the
shooting. “God bless him.”
Today Selmon has a small circular scar that interrupts a sprawling tattoo on
his chest and stomach. A longer scar lower down on his stomach shows
where doctors cut him open to take the bullet out, he said. Luckily, he said
none of his organs were hit by the bullet.
In October, Booker pleaded guilty to attempted murder and was scheduled to
be sentenced to 18 years in state prison.
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MEMORIES AROUND THE BLOCK
By Janelle Resnick Marciano, class of 1970
Ed Smith, Levy and Nottingham

L to R: Carole Field, Stevie Field, Larry Jennings, Nancy Hammer, Julie
Hammer, Margie Hammer, Janelle Resnick, and Nancy Jennings, behind the
youngers. Missing from photo, due to avoidance or not being around: Paul
Resnick, Peter Hammer, Ivan Field, Howie Grower, Eileen Grower, Stevie Cook,
Marilyn Cook, Chuckie Tallent, and Bobby Tallent

NO FENCES. FEW WORRIES. Front and back house doors and
cars always unlocked. Out to play bright and EARLY. The neighborhood is coming alive another day. What will happen today?
REALLY learning to ride a bike? Freedom! Bikes galore, never
locked and ridden everywhere (with permission, most of the time)
from home to Eddie’s Drug Store to Holzworth’s to Mr. Bishop’s to
Broad Street Park, etc. Kids from about three to sixteen, a unit, not
always together, but always having each other’s backs
.
(Even siblings, HA!)
We RAN and RAN! Parents relatively unconcerned. The group, a
built-in babysitter, not to mention Nancy Jennings. Neighborhood
dogs running with neighborhood kids, morning, noon and night. NO
FENCES. FEW WORRIES. The youngers putting on plays in the
garage for a few parents and other welcomed onlookers… cut-rate
admission, but there WAS a fee. Lemonade stands on Lancaster,
pretty cheap drinks but tasty on a hot summer day.
Cont’d on next page
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Running in the sprinklers and in the rain. Yelling over tin-can and
string telephones strung from house to house. In or out for lunch, often
together, usually at someone else’s house (we all know WHOSE house
☺). When there was a lull in activity, the youngers badgered Mrs.
Hammer with, “What can we do?” Always answered with a meaningful
(or annoying) song, poem, or a saying, which I have carried on with my
own children (to their irritation but eventual appreciation) and grandchildren. The olders continued wrestling, playing basketball and
playing football with only an occasional cut, broken finger or collar
bone (taken care of by someone’s parent or the neighborhood doc, my
dad). The “Empty Lot.” Playing King of the Mountain on the big hill.
Red Rover and Dodgeball down below as well as having intense
Kickball games with only a few tiffs, never needing or asking for adult
intervention. Early evenings, a crew of us sitting on our little hill under
the crabapple tree watching “The Price Is Right“ via our neighbor’s side
living room window. Home for dinner, usually at home, unless you ate
at the neighbor’s (me, in the summertime). Most of us outdoors until
dark and even later, with permission. Evening Capture the Flag or Kick
the Can with some parents taking part (my mother was long-legged and
my father not so much). Hide-and-Go-Seek all around, hiding with
friends and stifling laughs until you couldn’t hold it or hold back
anymore. What would tomorrow bring? Busy neighborhood days. I
wouldn’t trade it for the anything. Still have and treasure some of those
friendships. THANKS, Mom, Dad, Mr. and Mrs. Hammer and all other
parents who were present. Cherished childhood memories around the
block... from the 400 block of Buckingham Avenue, to the 100 Block of
Meadowbrook Drive, to the 1300 block of Lancaster Avenue, to the 100
block of Andover Road and back again in the 1950s. NO FENCES.
FEW WORRIES.
Janelle Resnick Marciano, NHS Class of 1970
Ed Smith, Levy and Nottingham
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MAKE REUNION PLANNING EASIER
Members of The Nottingham Connection Editorial Board can
help you with some of the items on your reunion planning list.
• For instance, if you want to have a tour of the school, you will
need to set a time and obtain a permit. We can facilitate that for
you if you let us know in plenty of time.
•Also, if your class is considering making a gift to the school,
we can make suggestions and help you decide what would fit
your budget and be most beneficial to Nottingham.
•he Nottingham quilt, which would make a beautiful accompaniment, is available for display at reunions.

Please feel free to contact us at:
NOTTALUM@HOTMAIL.COM

QUILTERS UNITE for
Nottingham Quilt
Use your skills to make squares for your
class or one of the missing squares of years
past. Creativity and unusual designs and
materials a plus.
An individual quilt panel should be 8” x 8” (total visible design) - a
1” border all around equals a total panel size of 10” x 10”. The
panel must have the graduation year.
THE MISSING YEARS ARE:
1935, 1937, 1940, 1943, 1947, 1949, 1951, 1952, 1960, 1969,
1972, 1974, 1977, 1979, 1982, 1984, 1985, 1987, 1988, 1989,
1990, 1992, 1994, 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, and 2002 through
2020.

Contact The Connection,
nottalum@hotmail.com

for further information.
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CARS

Mark Nemier
Class of 1981

I don't live to read the Nottingham Connection. I like it. I enjoy it. I find it interesting to read stories about the high school years of many others who passed
through the hallowed halls of 'Ham. But I don't pace my life based on the arrival
of the newsletter. Like probably all other Nottingham graduates, I have work and
family matters to attend to. I have my pet projects and activities to pursue and
don't live every waking minute recalling those four formative years in the big
building at 3100 E. Genesee Street in Syracuse. But I have my moments…

And one of those moments occurred after the latest edition of the newsletter arrived. I really spent some time reading the 83 pages and, frankly, reminisced a bit
about the old days. Back when I had hair. And while I was reliving some of those
memories, one person stood out as particularly noteworthy. It wasn't a close
friend, former teammate or young lady I dated, though many kind thoughts revolve around those groups. It was a physically imposing and very direct former
vice-principal —Gary Crawford.
Many of us from the late 70s through the 80s (I was class of 1981) remember Mr.
Crawford. He was a bear of a human (especially to a skinny 17 year old) who
could command the hallway with his voice and mere physical presence. No one
wanted to get sideways with Mr. Crawford for fear of being squashed by an imposing right hand and forearm. Not that he would have hurt any of us, he was far
too professional for that, but you always knew he could if he wanted to. And that
fear was what kept many of us in line.
The thoughts that came to mind recently, however, were not thoughts of fear or
intimidation. They were thoughts of respect and gratitude. I had the good fortune
of being friends with Tim Crawford, Gary's older son. Tim was a friend and a
soccer teammate and I was able to see his father as the vice-principal and also as
my friend's dad. It was in both of these roles that I think Mr. Crawford excelled.
Who knew, back then, that the school and life lessons handed out by that imposing figure of a man would stay with me all these years? Certainly not me.
I owe Mr. Crawford a great deal. In his "spare" time, he showed Tim and me how
to work on cars. Neither of us made that our life's pursuit, but it sure was fun to
spend time in the Crawford's garage off Colvin Street working on Tim's VW Bug
and my Plymouth Barracuda. Mr. Crawford not only gave me direction and instruction on how to do auto body work, I know he spent his own sweat and money to support the repair and rehab work. I'm sure I never properly thanked him
for his efforts. In looking back, it made sense for him and Tim to work on the
VW, but he didn't need to do all he did for me. I think he wanted to, though.
Why? I suspect because he liked teaching us how to do things, but more than
that, he knew lessons learned and matters discussed in the garage would help us
to navigate the future. You know, life lessons.
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The memories that came back to me while reading the Nottingham Connection
were augmented by two photos Tim recently sent me — one of his pristine VW
and one of my primer colored gray Plymouth. I got a good laugh out of those
images, but, more importantly, they helped me to recall how one person wearing several hats can really influence a teenager. And how those influences tend
to shape lives going forward. I spent many years coaching my sons in their
sports endeavors, not because I was a natural instructor, but maybe because of
the example set by Gary Crawford. I am hoping my sons and their teammates
realize some benefit from my participation. Selfishly, I enjoyed the time spent
with them as they grew up. Maybe Mr. Crawford got something out of helping
us with our cars, too. I know I got a lot out of the example set by Big Gary.
So if no one ever told him, his efforts both in and out of school had a lasting
impact and are very much appreciated. I am very confident that I am not alone
when I say thanks to Mr. Crawford for all he taught us. He should be proud of
the several hats he wore —parent, teacher and EDUCATOR.
(I sold my car to help pay college tuition. Not sure what happened to Tim's!)

Syracuse and NHS Remembrances from the 1940s
by Judge Quentin L. Kopp (Ret.)

As a Class of 1945 member, I read with joy 1950 class president John Beach's
speech that he presented at that class's 50th reunion. It instigated my own memories, and an offer to memorialize them, of a native Syracusan born in 1928 at
City Hospital and educated at Charles Andrews School from kindergarten, at
four years old, to second grade, then at Lincoln School from third grade
through the first half of eighth grade (8-1), and again at Charles Andrews Junior High until January, 1942, when I entered William Nottingham Senior High
as a sophomore. My memories simulate John's. His brother George was one
year ahead of me on Fellows Avenue and John's delivery of the Syracuse Herald-Journal was impeccable, even if he misspelled my father Shepard Kopp's
first name. My transfers from Charles to Lincoln and back were caused by my
parents, moving from an Allen and Lexington Street flat to another rental at
123 Lincoln Park Drive in 1935, and then my parents' first home purchase in
October, 1940, at 368 Bruce Street, inhabited by my immigrant father, naturalized as a U.S. Army Corporal in the American Expeditionary Force in France in
1917, my mother Gertrude, an alumna of Binghamton Central High School and
my now-widowed sister, Vivian, Nottingham class of 1946 and later a UCLA
freshman and Smith College graduate, alive at 91 in a senior housing facility
across the street from the Hollywood Bowl.
My father always tried to live near drug stores he owned at various times: on
South Townsend near East Adams Street, Hawley Avenue and North Crouse,
East Fayette and Croly Streets (1940-1952), Croly and Salt Springs Road near
"Five Corners", which consisted of Croly Street, Salt Springs Road, East Genesee Street, and Scottholm Boulevard and featured a large lawn on private property at the confluence of Salt Springs and East Genesee which we used for
Cont’d on next page
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childhood tackle football games. My father liked to walk to his stores and
that practice ended only after he sold the Croly Street stores and bought one
on Milton Ave., Solvay's "main drag", across the street from Onondaga Lake
and Iroquois China Co., one of Syracuse's two pottery manufacturers, the
other being Onondaga Pottery Co.
All Bruce Street children attended Charles Andrews and Nottingham. School
enrollment was based upon neighborhood geography, with some exceptions,
like Rose Marie Burke Burnley, Class of 1943, our next door neighbor on
Lincoln Park Drive, who should've been assigned to Central or North High
School, but whose older brother, Ed Burke, played guard on the Nottingham
football team and later at Syracuse University before World War II. In the
Lincoln Park Drive neighborhood, many Catholic children attended St. Vincent de Paul School, two blocks east near Lincoln Park, but there was no
parochial school in the Salt Springs neighborhood. A few Catholic children
attended Cathedral High School downtown, accessible by bus. The Catholic
high schools were Assumption, Cathedral, St. John the Baptist, St. John the
Evangelist, St. Vincent's, St. Patrick's, Most Holy Rosary, St. Anthony de
Padua, and St. Lucy's. With small enrollment, they played soccer, basketball,
and baseball. The City League contained Central, North, Eastwood, Blodgett
Vocational (VO"), Onondaga Valley Academy ("Valley"), (all boys)
Christian Brothers Academy (CBA), and the Bulldogs.
There's no legitimate argument about Nottingham being the best high school
academically in Syracuse, as John Beach notes, with about 90% of graduates
attending college and 90% of those attending S.U. (Why not?) In the Depression and thereafter, you could live at home and walk to the S.U. campus so
your parents didn't have to pay for a college dormitory, fraternity house or
apartment room. In the Class of 1945 few graduates enrolled in out-of-town
colleges. Hank Tiffany, basketball team captain, whose home at 118 Glass
Terrace was destroyed by the interstate highway through downtown
Syracuse, a classic transportation and civic mistake, attended Colgate. Colburn Jones, football team guard, attended Michigan State, Dave Van Soper
('44) attended Northwestern for its Journalism School, Charles "Pinky"
Wood, football team tackle, attended Colgate. I attended Dartmouth in July,
1945, after finishing Nottingham in January and then working at 65 cents per
hour as a stock boy at Prosperity Co. on Erie Blvd. East and taking night
courses in Spanish and English at Syracuse University Extension College on
Water Street. Sally Alden ('43) graduated from Smith; Sybil Plattus ('46)
graduated from Vassar.
Johnny Beach mentions Pat Kane as Nottingham's principal. I took chemistry
in summer school, 1944, at Central High School because my parents made
me do so. Pat Kane, Central's football coach, taught chemistry with an iron
hand. My principal was Harold Coon whose nephew, the late Doug Coon,
was Class of 1944. Mr. Coon presided over a brilliant coterie of teachers
such as Hazel Bush and Frederika Smith in English, Frances Durkin in
Civics, and Gertrude Burke in History. Katherine Sherwood, right out of
S.U., taught Spanish. Nottingham's foreign language courses were French,
German, Latin and Spanish. Miss MacBurney was the best Latin teacher in
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Syracuse. We had about 750 students in three grades. There was no busing by
the school district. We all walked to school except a few auto drivers and Bob
Kwalwassar ('42) who owned a motorcycle which he used during lunch hour.
He once scared the hell out of me with a trip from the top of Westmoreland
hill to the bottom. Students smoked cigarettes but not inside Nottingham; it
was permitted only on the Westmoreland side.
MacArthur Stadium was called Municipal Stadium before its renaming after
WWII. You could take the bus from Salt Springs Road to watch the Syracuse
Chiefs. Mike Schultz graduated from Vocational High School and pitched for
the Chiefs before making the Cincinnati Reds. His wife Ginny was the
youngest of three Shmerznak sisters, Polish and beautiful, who lived in a flat
across the street on East Fayette from Kopp's Drug Store. During the day Mike
would play the pinball machine at Kopp's Drug Store. The Chiefs' games were
at night, except for Sunday, so he did that to amuse himself during the day.
Marilyn Reynolds was in my sister Vivian's class and became famous after
winning the Miss New York State beauty contest. The best jitterbug dancer
was Arnie Berger ('44) who would entertain from the stage in Nottingham's
auditorium. Later, Arnie became Assistant Superintendent of the Syracuse
School District. In 1942, Louis "Dutch" Ginter, S.U. graduate, coached
football, basketball, and baseball. Willard "Doc" Manor coached track and
taught "Health" to senior classes. Ginter enlisted in the Marines after the 194142 school year and never returned to Nottingham. Manor assumed baseball
team duties. There were no girl sports. The football team practiced in Thornden Park; City League football teams played on Thursday and Friday
afternoons at Roosevelt Field on the South Side. Nottingham played basketball
home games in our gymnasium and baseball on our outside diamond. In
practice, Barry Johnson ('45) once hit an opposite right field home run which
broke a second story window in a house on Westmoreland.
Brown, Lipe & Chapin made gears for General Motors. Bill Lipe attended
Charles Andrews, then went to Pebble Hill, and later married Barbara Crandall
('45) and owned a dairy farm near Manlius while serving on the Onondaga
County Board of Supervisors for many years while I was coincidentally on the
San Francisco Board of Supervisors. His parents had been killed in a boating
accident. New Process Gear was a similar manufacturer. That's why, if asked
where we were from, we'd reply: "The city of diversified industry in the heart
of scenic Central New York." After all, we had Green Lakes State Park,
Oneida Lake, Drumlins, Three Rivers, Jamesville Reservoir, and Walsh's Construction — a pond manmade by a quarry owner.
In September 1944, some high school football games were played under the
lights at S.U.'s Archbold Stadium, which had dropped football in 1943, then
resumed in 1944 on Saturday afternoons. Bob Hilfinger ('44) played end for
the Orangemen. Byron Todd, who had coached at Vocational, became Nottingham's basketball coach by 1946 and coached the best Nottingham basketball team in history, with Alan Longley ('46) at center, Dudley "Monk" Doust
and Gary Ornstein as guards and Jerry Kearney and Bob Spicer playing forwards. The latter four were all Class of 1947 members. Longley then played at

Cont’d on next page
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Cornell. Doust became a sports writer, married a British woman, settled in
Devonshire, England, wrote golf and other sports columns for The London
Times and was the author of six books on various sports, including cricket,
tennis, golf, rugby, football and soccer. We had a school newspaper, The
Nottingham Citizen, but no yearbook! I never understood our lack of a
yearbook.
To John Beach's lineup of manufacturers and hotels, I add Learbury's (men's
clothes), Nettleton Shoes, Schrafft's, Moore & Quinn and Bartell's breweries,
Crucible Steel, and the Yates Hotel, which had pool tables for public use
downstairs and a poker game every night until 3 o'clock in the morning.
E.W. Eagan and, later, Jackson Potter were the two largest real estate firms,
then Al Longley and Colby Jones formed Longley-Jones in the 1960s before
Colby moved to California.
Remember the three Abdo family grocery stores on East Fayette Street and
Columbus Avenue across the street from Walter White's? It was said that if
you wanted to find an Abdo just go to Fayette and Columbus and holler
"Abdo". Nick Abdo ('44) came from one of those families of brothers. He
played football at S.U. and coached high school football, including
Nottingham. We should also mention the Irene Shop as a female clothing
store on Salina Street. The Persian Room at the Hotel Syracuse was the pinnacle of nighttime entertainment with Alvino Rey and his Orchestra, and the
State Tower Building was the pinnacle of office space. How about the
Clover Club on South Salina Street for muscular drinkers, some as young as
sixteen! Or The Orange and Cosmo, restaurants near Piety Hill. One was
owned by George Pappas' father. George ('45) waited tables there. Who can
name the movie theaters on Salina Street besides the Eckel, just off Warren
Street? Who remembers the Onondaga Indian Reservation where Sunday
lacrosse games with 18 per side and no rules against hitting an opponent with
your lacrosse stick attracted my father and me?
The YMCA gym was used on weekday nights by various industrial league
basketball teams and on Saturday afternoons by high school players from all
Syracuse high schools who played "pickup" games. Hi-Y was a high school
club for Nottingham and other high school boys. The Young Men's Hebrew
Association (YMHA) housed a gym in a revamped house on Cedar Street
formerly owned by a well-known lawyer, Louis Marshall. The only sport at
the YMHA was basketball, and there was an eight-team Sunday league composed of players from Jewish high school fraternities and synagogs. Small
county high schools played six-man football. Manlius Military Academy
allowed post-graduates to play and was for some students who needed
academic or athletic uplifting for admission to desired colleges. A football
field existed on Meadowbrook Drive for high school 6-man teams from the
East Side on Sunday afternoons, with cleats and tackling. Nottingham girls
would watch.
I disagree with Johnny Beach in one historic way: Nottingham's student body
was entirely Caucasian. Nottingham fraternities and sororities were divided
into Jewish fraternities and Christian fraternities. So was dating.
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The Alma mater song was: "Nottingham, Nottingham, Faithful and True;
Nottingham, Nottingham, Orange and Blue", etc. We were blessed to attend
it.
Quentin L. Kopp
(a.k.a. "Q-Ball")
Class of 1945
2008 Inductee to the Nottingham Alumni Wall of Fame

PREVIOUS issues of The Nottingham Connection, as far
back as 2003, can be accessed at our
website:

www.nottingham-connection.org
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Nottingham in the News
2021
Gleaned from the pages of the Syracuse Post-Standard
and other news sources

JANUARY
Through the QuestBridge National College Match program, NHS senior Nghi
Thai has matched with Vassar College and will be receiving a full ride
scholarship to attend next year. "I joined QuestBridge to be connected with
amazing resources during my college journey and as a way to focus on my
education without the heavy financial burdens that may follow. I am extremely
excited to now be a part of the Vassar community. I am even more excited to
explore campus and student organizations like SEASA, Portrait, and of course
Vassar's QuestBridge network.

FEBRUARY
Keiasia Hines, Nottingham sophomore, was one of seven winners in a local
writing contest organized by SU student Hanna Martin, in partnership with The
Stand newspaper. Students reflected on a regular day in the time of COVID-19,
writing a personal essay about how their daily routine, community. and life in
general has changed during the pandemic. The winning entries in each of the age
categories were published in an issue of the community newspaper. All winning
students received a notebook and pen set, and the three oldest winners received
passes to the Rosamond Gifford Zoo and Syracuse Stage, as well as a Wegmans
gift card.

MARCH
Key Club Advisor Tom Little heard about one of his former students - Thien
An Huynh-Boyle, now a Van Duyn teacher - who had created an Amazon Wish
List to cultivate a library of diverse books for her classroom. He thought: What if
the Key Club adopted a classroom as a community service project that they
could organize? The club members jumped on board, crafting a letter to
distribute among the Nottingham community of families, educators and alumni.
Thanks to their efforts, Ms. Huynh-Boyle's class received more than 18 new,
culturally diverse books. Now the club is brainstorming a school supply drive to
benefit the North Side Learning Center.
Nottingham student Paige Sutton received an Honorable Mention for her digital
art piece, "Mother's Day Card" in the regional Scholastic Art Competition.
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Nottingham in the News cont’d

Nottingham student Kellen Hicks participated in a series of virtual engineering
workshops through the National Society of Black Engineers. She and six other
SCSD students learned about building bridges and catapults, water filtration
and more - from engineers throughout the United States. Each student was
provided with a box of materials needed to complete the workshops at home
and then had the opportunity to learn from and engage with college students
studying engineering, a well as the engineers themselves.

APRIL
Three Nottingham seniors have been selected as Michael & Susan
Dell Foundation scholars: Nana-Abenaa Nyanor, Hibatullah
Shaalan and Nghi Thai. Each student will receive a $20,000
scholarship that will be disseminated over the course of the
student’s academic career, as well as personalized support for the
academic, financial and emotional challenges that college students
face. In addition, they will receive a laptop and a $500 annual
allowance to be used for textbook purchases and rentals.
Nottingham senior Karuna Kharka and alumnus Najwan Fakhri ('20) have been starring in
a series of COVID-19 vaccine videos produced by the
Regional Health Equity Task Force and airing in five
Central NY counties. Recorded messages in English, Arabic
and Nepali encourage others to receive the COVID vaccine.
Zyierre Edwards, class of 2018, has been working for the
SCSD for one year as a Teaching Assistant at the
Montessori School at LeMoyne after starting in the district
through Peaceful Schools. “I chose to work for SCSD
because I knew that I wanted to help make a change in
how our students pursue their education,” Zyierre said. “I
love working with young people and I love being a role
model to others. I believe that if children see that I made it
to this point in my life, they’ll know that they can, too.”
Dr. Lisa Gruenberg ('72), now a medical educator and
volunteer physician based in Boston, traveled to Vienna and
Germany in search of answers to her family's lost stories.
She has written a book, My City of Dreams, which she says
is "a Holocaust tale, but it is also very much a modern day
love story of one father and his daughter, about how trauma
travels down through generations and about how we all find
meaning in our lives."
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Nottingham in the News cont’d

MAY
Nottingham alum Jah'theel Salmon, a security guard at the Syracuse Regional
Transportation Center, was shot on May 10th while protecting people from a man
who began firing his gun after his bus broke down. (See related article elsewhere
in this newsletter.)
American History teacher Don Little has been selected to attend his fifth National Endowment for the Humanities Landmarks of American History and Culture
workshop this summer. The weeklong virtual workshop, titled “Freedom and
Unity: the Struggle for Independence on the Vermont Frontier,” will show
educators how to teach with historic sites to meet learning outcomes across the
curriculum. Activities will focus on events and people of the American
Revolution at historic sites throughout Vermont’s Champlain Valley.
Mr. Little said he is looking forward to the workshop as it will help him expand
his knowledge so he has engaging stories to share with his students. “Attending
this allows me to tell more engaging stories and share the human experience with
my students. It doesn’t matter how old or young you are – we all like a good
story!”
Nottingham senior A’Mya Stephens has been accepted into the
dual program at LeMoyne College with St. Joseph's Hospital
Health Center for nursing. She has also been awarded both a
Promise Scholarship and a Leader Scholarship.

Camille Ouimette-Garza, a Nottingham junior,
received Second Place at the Community Folk Art Center's 2021 Teen Art Competition Exhibition. Her painting was published in the Syracuse School District's first
ever Literary Magazine. In her piece, which depicts
Lady Liberty setting fire to the Declaration of
Independence with her torch, the artist says the central
idea was supposed to be about all of the current chaos
going on in the United States, especially how a lot of it
was
self-inflicted. However, she hesitated to give it a
specific meaning because seeing how the viewer
interprets the piece is one of the most interesting parts to
her.

JUNE
For Nottingham senior Tyler Dale, the third time really is a charm: the third year
he entered a script into the Syracuse Stage Young Playwright Contest, his work
was selected and he was named a finalist. His work, called “Concerning the
Rabbits,” was shown during the first night of the virtual Young Playwrights
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Festival in late May – one of eight 10-minute plays that were performed virtually for digital audiences, highlighting the work of
Tyler and other high school
playwrights across Central New
York.
Quindell Williams ('03) teaches PSLA at Fowler High School
students about drones, as the school’s Remotely Piloted Aircraft
Systems instructor. He says "The best part is watching the students succeed who initially thought they wouldn't. I enjoy helping them to find
their passion and hone in on it!"
Three Nottingham students received outstanding feedback at the New York State
School Music Association’s solo festival this spring. Senior James Arnold scored
a 100 on his performance of “Santa Fe” from Newsies; sophomore Nadine
Arnold scored a 99 on "Les Berceaux" by Gabriel Faure and sophomore
Christine Mazuryk scored a 99 on "Se Tu M'ami" by Alessandr
Parisotti. Nadine and Christine are both eligible to participate in New York's
State-wide music ensembles for next school year: a huge honor.
Several SCSD students participated in the 2021 Syracuse Youth Advisory
Council, an advisory group established by the Syracuse Common Council and
facilitated by the SCSD Social Studies Department. Through their virtual
meetings, the students identified community issues, learned about public policy
and created projects focusing on community improvement, development and
support. Helena Giner (Nottingham) and Brian Huyn (Henninger) created an
accessible comprehensive directory for families and people with disabilities,
providing essential contact information for regional services. Chadani Timisina
(Corcoran), Yasmine Kanaan (Nottingham) and Martine Dosa (Nottingham)
focused on supporting the efforts of local organization RISE (Refugee and
Immigrants Self Empowerment center), and their services to refugee students in
the District. The students presented their final projects to the Syracuse Common
Council in May, receiving generous support for their projects, which will both
receive funding.

2021 Valedictorian
and Salutatorian
Valedictorian Aidan McManus (left) will attend Oberlin College. He says the
best thing he has learned during his school years is the value of understanding
things from different perspectives.
Salutatorian Hao Nguyễn (right) will attend Columbia University. He says his
proudest moment was seeing his parents' faces after being accepted to 22 colleges.
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Nottingham in the News cont’d
The Greater Syracuse Sports Hall of Fame will induct their Class of 2021
at a dinner in the fall. A total of 255 men and women will have been
inducted into the hall since the first ceremony in 1987. New inductees include 2 Nottingham alums:
Tyvon Branch: He became an NFL safety for Oakland, Kansas City and
Arizona. He was also one of the fastest high school sprinters of his era,
earning acclaim as the 2004 Gatorade Track Athlete of the Year.
Tori DeSilvia: The swimmer set state records in the 100 butterfly and 100
breaststroke as a freshman and went on to become a 14-time All-American
at Tennessee. She remains on the Vols’ all-time list of fastest in five events,
including the 200 butterfly, in which she was the one-time school
record-holder.
Two Nottingham students were recognized with NYSPHSAA Section 3
Scholar Athlete Awards to recognize their outstanding academic achievement and athletic performance:
Devin Murphy-Stanley - Volleyball and Tennis
Molly Scott - Cross Country and Track

Adara Hobbs graduated from Nottingham in 2013 and has since spent five
years serving the SCSD – as a Teaching Assistant, after school teacher, and
after school step team coach (she currently works at Brighton Academy). “I
chose to work for the SCSD to invest in the children who come from where
I came from,” she explained. “The best part of working for SCSD is being a
living testimony that it doesn't matter where or what circumstances you
come from, your resilience will see you through. I love just being someone
our students feel safe, heard, seen and protected around.”
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Nottingham High School graduation ceremony on June 18, 2021, at
NBT Stadium

JULY
Students in Summer STEM Program Help Create Prosthetics for People
Using 3-D Printing:
A group of 40 local high school students is participating in a two-week
STEM program to teach them what goes into making prosthetics. Volunteer
recipients of prosthetic hands were measured at LeMoyne College, as part of
the program. Nottingham High School 10th grader Zion Perry says he’s
gaining knowledge about how a prosthetic device works. "We learn which
way the elbow moves in the string, and where it moves is going to control
the fingers." So that's what we're going to be making. He first joined the
summer STEAM program two years ago…and now he's hooked. "It's made
my interest in this type of stuff skyrocket. And that we're still doing this is a
blessing."
Onondaga Community College is partnering with us this year to offer high
school students participation in summer school on the college campus.
Arineyshca Munoz, who will be a senior at Nottingham this fall, is one of
60 Syracuse City School District students attending summer school at OCC.
The teachers working with them in Science, Math, Social Studies, English
Language Arts, and Physical Education are all from the SCSD. Classes
began July 6 and will conclude August 12. The student success stories are

Cont’d on next page
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Nottingham in the News cont’d
music to the ears of Michele Zappala, one of the leaders of the summer
school program and a Vice Principal at Nottingham High School. "Once
they settled in here you could see them acting like college students. To see
their faces, the way they act, the way they carry themselves, and the success
they are experiencing is amazing."
Syinih Clark was one of four SCSD students inducted as My Brother's
Keeper Fellows at this year's virtual symposium. As Fellows, the students are
invited to participate in program activities including mentoring, book studies,
college visits, college essay writing, leadership training, service projects and
more.
Nottingham graduate and West Point Cadet Has'Zahn Grimes ('19) has
been awarded an Army Commendation Medal for receiving the Brigade
Soldier of the Quarter award. This award is the highest honor for
professionalism, technical, and tactical knowledge.
Senior James Arnold, Nadine Arnold, and Christine Mazuryk all scored
very high on their performances at the New York State School Music
Association's solo festival this spring. Nadine and Christine are both eligible
to participate in New York's state-wide music ensembles for next school
year: a huge honor.
Lauryn Withrow ('21) is one of two seniors from the SCSD that have been
selected to receive the first Once Upon A STAR Scholarship which is aimed
at serving minority students across the city who deserve to be recognized for
their hard work and dedication despite any obstacles put ahead of them.They
are shining examples of what hard work can get you. Lauryn will go on to
attend Clarkson University to continue her athletic and academic career.

AUGUST
Former Nottingham High School basketball star Nate Knight signed a
two-way contract with the Minnesota Timberwolves.
Lylee Style ('93) has been an English as a New Language (ENL) teacher in
the SCSD for 14 years. She said working with students from her home
district is a way of showing appreciation for her own former teachers.
“I wanted to return to my old stomping grounds to
inspire my students just like my former teachers did
for me,” she explained. “I had wonderful, dedicated,
and compassionate teachers who inspired me to
pursue a career in education. I want my own students
to know that they are valued and worthwhile. The
best part of working for this district is its student
population. I really enjoy working with the English
Language Learners, particularly, as they navigate
their new lives here in America, and especially
in Syracuse."
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SEPTEMBER
About 30 students from the Syracuse City School District, including
Nottingham, contributed their artistic and literary talents to the first-ever SCSD
literary magazine, which is available online and in print to high school
students. Last year, while working with her colleagues, Nottingham ELA
(English Language Arts) teacher Midheta Mujak had the idea of bringing
students together in the same way that the ELA teachers had been working
together. Partnering with art teachers, the ELA teachers sought out student
submissions of artwork, journalism articles and creative writing pieces
including narratives, memoirs, poems, short stories and even plays. To view
the full literacy magazine, please visit www.syracusecityschools.com/ELA.

OCTOBER
The Nottingham girls varsity basketball team will be sidelined this season as
the program builds toward what it hopes will be a quick return to competition.
The decision to cancel the varsity season was made because a lack of
experienced players made fielding a team untenable. The program graduated
seven players and returns just one from last year's squad. It did not field a JV
or modified team in 2020-21. Head coach Randy Wright said 12 players
showed up for tryouts last week; they will comprise the school's JV team this
season.
The Nottingham girls volleyball team won the Syracuse All-City volleyball
tournament on October 11th. The five Syracuse city high schools took part in a
round-robin tournament, all vying for the trophy.
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Nottingham in the News cont’d

NOVEMBER
The Nottingham boys soccer team has reached the sectional finals for the
first time since 1999, and the Bulldogs got a lot of help from players
around the globe to do it.The team’s roster includes players from seven
countries outside the United States: Kiza Elocho, Tanzania; Ahmed
Dahir, Somalia; Jamal Aden, Somalia; Pacifique Sahiriza, Congo;
Felix LoseLose, Congo; Elvis Nshirimana, Tanzania; Stave Ruhusa,
Congo; Elvis Nshirimana, Tanzania; Stave Ruhusa, Congo; Jeylani
Haji, Kenya; Albert Naing, Burma; and Twa Rit (Omar), Thailand.
They attend the school via its English as a New Language program.
Nottingham coach Justin Petranchuk said he tries to foster unity by
telling his players that this is their team and what they do with the season
is up to them. Assistant coach Claude Tuyishimire, from Burundi,
speaks Kirundi and some Swahili to help out with communication.
The state has cleared the way for Syracuse to begin its final phase of
school renovations, which is expected to cost $300 million. Ten schools
will be renovated. This is the third phase in a plan to renovate all of the
school district's more than 30 buildings, at a cost of $750 million. The
renovations for Nottingham High School, costing $34 million, include
new school-based health center; auditorium renovations; classroom
renovations; sidewalks and paving; cafeteria, kitchen, and loading dock
renovations; pool renovations; gym renovations; turf field and track;
roofing; complete mechanicals; electrical and plumbing renovations.
On November 14th, for the first time in school
history, Syracuse University retired the jersey
of a female athlete. The eminently deserving
Felisha Legette-Jack was the first woman to
see her No. 33 raised to the Carrier Dome rafters. She was a basketball star at Nottingham,
then became one of the top players in Orange
history. She left Syracuse in 1989 as the
school’s all-time leader in points, rebounds, field goals and free throws.
Now she’s the head women’s basketball coach at Buffalo.

DECEMBER
Nottingham student Yasmine Kanaan won the
district level contest of the American Legion
Oratorical Contest, receiving a monetary
award from the Syracuse Teachers Association.
Yasmine spoke for 8-10 minutes about the
Constitution and citizens’ duties, sharing how
voting is important to her and how it has
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shaped her family’s story. Her father immigrated to America, and she
spoke about how that experience has impacted her outlook. Her
performance in the SCSD competition qualifies her to advance to the
county level this winter, where she hopes to continue in pursuit of a national scholarship of $25,000! In preparation, she has been working with
American Legion representatives to practice her public speaking.
“It’s a stressful time in school with COVID and it’s really nice to do
something so unique,” Yasmine shared. “We don’t learn public speaking as
part of our curriculum. For me, being able to stand up and give a speech is
a huge honor! Having people care about what I’m saying and listen to me
makes me so grateful to be in the SCSD. I’m grateful for the strong community that we have at Nottingham… everyone supports me
unconditionally – they’re always encouraging me to be better!”
Nottingham students Frederick Butler and Stavi Ruhusa have been
named to the 2021 All-CNY large school boys soccer team.

Frederick Butler

Stavi Ruhusa

On December 27th, former NHS basketball star Nathan Knight earned his
first career start and scored a career-high 20 points for the Minnesota
Timberwolves during a win over the Boston Celtics.
Mayor Ben Walsh's second inauguration ceremony took place at the
Landmark Theatre on December 30th. Common Council president Helen
Hudson, a Nottingham alum, acted as the master of ceremonies. It
included a presentation by Nottingham senior Yasmine Kanaan, who
spoke about the importance of citizenship and fondly recalled going into
the voting booth with her father as a little girl.
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LETTERS and NOTES
Dear Alumni Connection,
Thank you so much for the generous contribution to, and support
of, our Living Environment and Health classes. We can't wait to start using
the lockbox activities to provide hands-on, collaborative learning! These
"escape rooms in a box" will promote an engaging means of inquiry-based
problem solving and teach critical thinking, teamwork,
and
communication. We sincerely appreciate the opportunity to enhance our
instruction with additional resources & truly thank you for the funds that
are allowing us to do so.
Sincerely,
Rebekah Farrell & Perry deRosa

Alumni Connection,
I would like to thank you for the grant you have offered to us
again this year! I can't tell you enough how much it helps myself and my
students! I was able to purchase new materials for my Special Ed science
classes that I know will be very useful in the coming months.
Thank you again,
Colleen Evans
Dear Nottingham Alumni Connection,
This is a HUGE THANK YOU for all your kindness and
generosity during this pandemic. I used this grant to help and support a
number of teachers. In Social Studies, items were ordered for Don Little,
Heather Moses, Corinne Kelly, Justin Trombetta, Sean Martin, Patrick
Boyle, Ramy Seyam, Peter Sterpe, Aaron Jaeger, Elizabeth Morse, and
myself, Tom Little. The items were for materials for new classes being
offered, enrichment items, and manipulatives for Social Emotional
Learning. Additionally, there were a few items purchased to support
Culturally Responsive Teaching. For English, the grant supported Anne
Daviau and Jodi Burnash with graphic novels for To Kill a
Mockingbird.This grant will impact ALL students at Nottingham and will
be used for many years in the future. My signature below represents the
collective thank you from all of us who have received and benefitted from
your continued kindness and support.
Sincerely,
Thomas K. Little
From Patrick McCarthy ('44):
Wishing you all the Best in Health & Happiness. Be safe. Pat & I
will be celebrating our 73rd Wedding Anniversary on 4/3/21. We are
doing great living in our home with support from our 3 girls & husbands &
family. Nottingham was a turn around for me. I am what I am today as a
result of time at Nottingham. Miss Durkin & Flanagan, Mr. Coon,
Mr.Conley……and many more, students etc. What a great Experience.
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Dear Nottingham Connection,
Thank you so much for
your generous donation to the
2021 Nottingham High School
Senior Class Raffle and Silent
Auction at their picnic held on
June 9th. The students enjoyed the
time they spent together and were
so appreciative of all of the
donated items and gift cards that
they received. We are proud to report that every student in attendance was
able to receive a gift card or item. We are so grateful for your support of the
Senior Class!
Sincerely,
2021 Nottingham Parents of Seniors Committee
Dear Nottingham Connection,
Thank you so much for offering your time and resources to our
school's Performing Arts Club and our Technical Set Crew! We are always
striving to better organize our space and your contribution will indeed help.
The entire student crew and I are thankful for your generosity.
When we can return to theater as an extracurricular activity, I will
be sure to send along photos of the organizer being used.
All the Best,
Patrick Boyle
Social Studies Teacher & Technical Set Director
From Brenda (Krassenbaum) Widder ('59):
I would love to hear from classmates from years 1959-62. I do not do Email, but you can write to me at 1888 Kalakaua Ave., Apt 1105, Honolulu
HI, 96815. Or call me at (808) 979-2007 in Honolulu (or if you travel to my
state.)
Did anyone beat my graduation triumph? I graduated in Jan. 1959 after
spending 2½ years at Nottingham and then went to Syracuse University
with a degree (Bachelor's) in Education, cum laude, completed from Jan.
1959 to Aug. 1961 - 2½ years at S.U. I married my husband, Dr. Arnold
Widder in June of 1961. I was 18 years old and my husband 28 years old.
He was an optometrist. We had one daughter, Falice Valmas. My husband
died Mar. 16, 2019. We had a wonderful marriage of 57 years. I am a
retired elementary school teacher.
From Bob Streeten ('73):
Bruce Waltuck's memory of 1968 [in last year's Nottingham
Connection is similar to one I had with Matt Steenberg during the fall of
1970. We were JV football players eating in the lunchroom, when a group
of young men from Central Tech entered the cafeteria and started fighting
with some fraternity boys. My favorite teacher, Bob Gaw, was sent to the
hospital. Fortunately, football coach Jim Palla got us out the back door to
safety! NEVER FORGET 3 great years as a Bulldog.
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LETTERS and NOTES
From Dr. Jill H. Bastable ('67):
I worked in the OR as a
nursing assistant in 1972, before
admission to medical school at
Université Libre de Bruxelles,
Belgium, that fall. My first
publication, before graduation,
appeared
in
Diagnostic
Gynecology and Obstetrics in the
spring of 1980, and I have continued with my research ever
since. I have been a successfully self-employed physician
since 1989.

Greg Jones, Boys Varsity basketball coach, shares a letter he received from the Class of 2022, along with his response on next
page:
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NOTTINGHAM CLASS OF 1970
Our 50th REUNION is being postponed
It will happen: STAY TUNED
We continue to work on finding classmates and have made incredible progress on that front. To help the reunion committee stay up to date…
PLEASE, send us any updates you have regarding your contact
information. Most of our communications travel to you via email and some
by snail mail.
Janelle Resnick Marciano- jmarcia@twcny.rr.com

Roberta(Birdie) Block Svodboda-Roberta.a.svoboda@gmail.com
Sue Pulver Simon– SueSismon@hotmail.com
Linda Birnbaum Friedman– linbfri52@gmail.com

Lt to rt: Anna Rustin
Dobbs, Michael Kalet,
Sue Ribyat Johnson, Joel
Katzowitz, Ellen
Schwartz Katzowitz,
Carrie Penner, Linda
Birnbaum Friedman,
Roberta Block Svoboda,
and Andy Gerber. We
met at Panera for a casual
mini-reunion, which was
on the occasion of a visit
here from Ellen and Joel.
Joel is a very talented
designer and graphic artist
and so very cleverly photo
-shopped in our HS heads,
which I'm sure will now
be a tradition!
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Nottingham High School Class of 1971
50th Year Reunion
New Dates: September 16-18, 2022
Classmates and Syracuse Friends of the Class,
Hoping that everyone is keeping healthy as we continue the countdown to
our 50th year reunion (51st in reality), next September 16-18, 2022. While details
on per-person event fees have yet to be finalized, the functions have come into
focus. Here is the latest:
As our friends from the Nottingham Class of 1972 have scheduled their
big reunion event on the same weekend, it was determined to join together for
some of the functions, while keeping our big Saturday night parties specific to the
respective classes. In addition to the various events, host hotels (see below) are
also the same for both classes, so there will be plenty of “Before and After Party”
mingling!!!
A Friday evening, September 16, “Meet and Greet’ is being scheduled as
a combined Classes of 71 and 72 event at the recently remodeled “Gilded Club,”
located near our host hotels in the Armory Square area in downtown Syracuse. Our
group will have exclusive access to the club from 6-10 PM. The cost for this event
will be announced soon, and will include admission and a light buffet style dinner.
A staffed bar will provide drinks at a cost to attendee.
The venue for our Saturday night function, September 17, will be at the
Downtown Syracuse Marriott (former Hotel Syracuse). The layout has multiple
adjacent walk-through rooms for dining (including bar), and facilitates
communication with friends. One room, set apart from those, will be dedicated for
groovin’ to live music provided by “Burden of Life.” More details and per person
costs will be announced soon.
On Sunday, September 18, another combined Class of 71/72 will be
scheduled with a brunch being planned. Current thoughts are that this event will be
held at an outdoor covered venue outside of downtown with details to follow.
Our host hotels remain the same as per previous communication,
including The Downtown Syracuse Marriott (former Hotel Syracuse) and nearby
Jefferson Clinton Hotel, with both facilities providing room blocks and group
rates: ($179 per night at the Marriott, and $139 at the Jefferson Clinton, with the
latter also including breakfast and parking). Hotel RSVP information will follow,
and with a home Syracuse University football game scheduled that weekend, it
will be advised to make them early.
As mentioned, more details will be announced soon. Continue to use this
time to get the word out to our friends!!!
Keep Healthy (and Peace in the World),
Mark S. Erlebacher, Valerie Cavalheri and Gary Feldman
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Are Reunions Obsolete?
1n 1971, when my class at Nottingham graduated, we
were almost two decades away from hearing AOL’s
iconic 'You’ve Got Mail' and 30 years from Myspace
becoming the first social network to reach a global
audience, launching the social media phenomena. If we
wanted to get in touch with high school friends, we
relied on the post office to get our letters across the
country, and if people moved, the chances of us finding
out their new address was challenging, at best. And
what about those long-distance phone rates! I remember
our first reunion, seeing people I hadn’t connected with
since our graduation ten years earlier. It was fun
catching up on the jobs, marriages, babies, and, gasp,
even some divorces. We spoke about how much we changed, yet how much
we were still the same. Remember the photographer hired to take pictures of
everyone and then waiting weeks to receive a copy of the photo?
With the dawning of the computer age, our workplaces began to use methods
such as faxes and emails that allowed businesses to exchange data almost
instantaneously. The rest of the world soon caught on, and networking was
born. By 2004, Facebook was launched and became an integral part of our
world, opening up an entirely new way of connecting with friends and others
we wanted to meet.
I was an early social media nerd, collecting people like a philatelist collects
stamps. It was fun finding people you knew from around the neighborhood
and then expanding from there. I don’t remember which of my Nottingham
friends I first found or who found me so many years ago. But that connection
led to others from my graduating class who knew others from other years, etc.
As the years went by, we laid out our lives in the daily commentary of our
online social interactions. We knew the status of our relationships and the
names of our pets. We celebrated the birth of children and then grandchildren,
sent messages of support for health scares, condolence for the loss of loved
ones, and 'unfriended' those whose philosophy on life or politics did not align
with ours. We followed the successes of former classmates and bought
pictures they had painted and read books they had authored. We wished each
other happy birthdays and happy anniversaries. We took selfies.
In the overwhelming presence of social media, we knew a lot about each
other.
Then the pandemic hit. Like the scheduled graduations, marriages, and gettogethers, our 50th-year reunion was put on hold in 2021. Spending much
more time at home, and being part of the high school reunion committee,
meant that suddenly I was in touch with even more people from school,
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reconnecting with those with whom we once again shared a similar
experience. This time instead of comparing teachers and classes, we compared
our pandemic experience. Zoom burst on the scene as well, and I found myself
face to face with people I hadn’t seen in decades, even though I had been
communicating with them quite frequently on social media.
There is, of course, a danger to this oversharing of our lives. Because if you
think about it, is there a reason to have a reunion and want to see the people
whose lives you’ve seen played out on Facebook/Instagram/Twitter day-afterday?
My own children’s 10th-year reunions have come and gone. They did not attend, and why would they? Graduating classes in the electronic age have
found them to be a dying/dead tradition. There is no longer a need for
reunions, in the sense that we once thought of them. Is there any mystery left
when everyone knows what you’ve been doing?
But here is the thing. Come September, my class will be meeting in Syracuse
for our delayed 50th. Big events are planned. Original members of the rock
band from our class are busy practicing for a knock-out performance of music
we used to dance to and will dance to again. There is talk of other surprise
appearances.
Nostalgia is why I’ll be there. It will be a throwback to a different time with a
different feel—a pre-pandemic period when we were younger and united in
our stand on social issues. I bet we will laugh a lot because we already know
each other so much better than we did at our first or even second reunion. We
can bypass the small talk and jump right in. There will be no need to show
how much we’ve changed, nor how we have reinvented ourselves. We know
what we look like now. We know each other. We also know that there is no
guarantee that we’ll be around to attend the next one — if there is one.
We are now part of a generation that is very aware that after this reunion is
over, we can get in touch via Instant Messenger, instant video, Zoom, text,
FaceTime, MyApp with anyone anywhere around the world without additional
cost or effort. We also expect that there will be photos from the event posted
on social media before we even leave the venue.

Just in case, I’ll bring my camera.
============
Val Cavalheri ('71) is a writer and photographer living on the Eastern Shore
of Maryland. She has written for various publications, including The
Washington Post. Currently, she is the Arts and Culture Editor for Spy
Community Media and is the Editor of the Easton Economic Development
Corporation. Previously she served as the editor of several magazines,
including Bliss and Virginia Woman. Val retired her photography studio when
she moved from Northern Virginia 5 years ago, although her camera is never
far from her reach. She and her husband, Wayne Gaiteri, have two children
and one grandchild.
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CLASS OF 1961 – 61st REUNION – OCT. 7-9th 2022
Well here we are looking forward to our rescheduled 60th NHS
class reunion and now to be known as the “Class of 61 celebrates – 61st reunion”.
Your reunion planning team includes: Jane Sheedy Stopher, Phil
Stone, Susan Rubinson Goldner and Debbe Sebell Gladstone.
Our plans are to have a Saturday, 10/8/22 evening dinner and
Sunday, 10/9/22 morning brunch at the Marriott Syracuse Downtown (formerly Hotel Syracuse).
There will also be an informal Friday, 10/7/22 evening gathering
and a Saturday morning tour of our newly refurbished alma mater.
More details have been sent previously by Jane and please
contact her or Phil to make your reservations. We have heard
from many of you and look forward to this reunion, more than
any before.
Jane: email: jsstopher@msn.com cell (315) 447-8625
Phil: email: philstone61@gmail.com cell (315) 472-5960
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NOTTINGHAM CONNECTION TEACHER GRANTS

TEACHER

PURPOSE

Tom Little, Social Studies

Resource books re: psychology,
anthropology, and cultures; US
history; DVD player, and Social
Justice Handbook series

Rebekah Farrell and Terri de Rosa,
Forensic Science

The Handy Forensic Science Answer Book; combination lock box
for activity resources; Unsolved
Case Files games; Crime Scene Investigation Labs, (grades 6-12)

Patrick Boyle, Social Studies and
Performing Arts (Tech.)

Industrial adjustable mobile sheet
rack (for moving set pieces, etc.)

Colleen Evans, Biology

Plant and animal cell resource
posters; genetic info DVD; literature organizer; anatomy lab human skull model
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A Gift to the Community
From Morningside Cultural Trails and Syracuse University’s
Maxwell School Geography Department
These are new and/or upgraded trail maps that are now fully usable on your
smart phone, pad, laptop or desktop computer. What that means is that you
can walk, hike, bike, and, in some cases, drive the trails and visit local
landmarks that have historical importance or artistic merit, are creatively
inspiring, or just darn beautiful. The whole time your phone can show your
location, guide you, supply detailed information, and share links to more
information — including videos (Facebook link below.)
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/6f7ba3c7444149ad87d50b583031b950

You can also sit at home in stormy weather and still travel the trails
virtually.
A big thanks to Jonnell Allen Robinson and her students at Syracuse
University for their work, and all our volunteers and supporters at
Morningside Cultural Trails, and to Oakwood Cemetery, the City of
Syracuse, SUNY-ESF, Syracuse University, Historic Oakwood Cemetery
Preservation Society (HOCPA), the Westcott Community Center, and all
the other community groups supporting the project.
For more information or to join our volunteer group contact Paul Harvey at
luludoodah@aol.com or visit Morningside Cultural Trails Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/morningsideculturaltrails/
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DONATIONS from Our ANGELS
We thank the following for their donations to
The Nottingham Connection. Donations are used
primarily to pay for publishing and mailing
The Nottingham Connection, and secondarily to support
teacher grants and current projects at Nottingham High School

Benefactors (over $100)
Mike Steiner
Phillip Stone
Alan Share
Martha Williams
Laurence Sarkin
Thompson
Meg Murray
Dr. Joel Libove
Richard Ertinger
Rosanne Liepzig
Susan Burns
Fredrick Scheer, for
Carol Graham Borthwick Lillian Ann Scheer
Edward Fasula
('52) and Michael
Dr. Sharon Brangman
E. Scheer ('55)
Paul Hammond
Ellen Holmes, in
Cynthia Rice
memory of husband
Steven Galson
Ronald D. Holmes
Dr. Diane Sill Schaupp (’57)
John Quattrone
Morris Torres, in
Russell Steenberg
memory of Judy
Dr. John Richert
Diamond Torres

CLASS OF 1965 LUNCH BUNCH,
IN MEMORY OF SUSAN deLIMA:
Dianne Bronstein Goldman
Audrey Cash Stewart
Janet Davis Shriro
Patty Delmonico Woodcock
Ellen Herr Warner
Barbara Hoag Henderson
Cindy Kelso Zahm
Kathy McGuire Heffernan
Debbie Serling-Gerber Ianuzi
Ava Shapero Raphael
Stephanie Vosk Pinsky
Barbara Sweeney Slenger
Donna Zimmerman Bye
Janet Kearn Kifner

Patrons ($51 - $100)
Bob Zucker
Alan Fuchsman
Tom Wolfrom
Patrick McCarthy
Class of 1970 Reunion Committee
Gang
Lisa DeBenedictis Nelson
Steve & Nancy Rogen
Laurence McNabb
Malka Braverman Roseberry
Bruce Andrews
Elaine Rensin Rubenstein
Bob Streeten
Phobe Sharp Baner Novakovic
Cynthia Cassel Phillips

Sally Selner
Sydne Kalet
Dr. David Dickinson
Ira Hoffman
Lisa Joseph Rothman
Marc Seigle
Richard Strauss
Thelma Trotty & John Selzer
Elaine Rensin Rubenstein
Diane DeSerras Arenella
Frederick Sachs Jr.
Ellen Runge, in memory of Dr. Lorne
Runge and in honor of
Chris, Tim, Margaret and
Anne
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Advocates ($26 - $50)
Linda Nutting
Nathalie Goodisman
Dr. Murray Osofsky
Cornelius
Jane & Jon Nelson Richard Roomian
Ethel McConaghy
Marilyn Zaleon
John Williams Jr.
David Troeger
James Wilcox
Marvin Simner
Ellie Hayman
Joanne Bodow Brant
Kathy Rubin Sparrow Jeffrey Salmon
Tally Burrill Gwynn Peter & Constance
Rita Tessler Kanter Palumb, in
Bonnie & Jeff
memory of Ronald
Altman
Holmes
Ann Deutsch Prowda
William and Deborah Carr, in memory of Alice
Alsever (‘67)

Zeevia Besdin Jaffa
David Leitner
James Kelley
Michael Scheer
Suzanne Little
Haskell
Diana Holm Berman
Sandy Cohn Diamond
Sherine Medjuck
Levine
Ellie Gordon & Cyrill
Freeman
Susan Donner Wells
Dr. Larry Novak
Peter Lake

C. William Gray
Audrey Hamamjian
Pilibosian
Ann Bladen & Ronald
Rudolph
Joe & Marge Lavine
Belth
Scott Shiffner
Marsha Roberts Glatter
Ellen & Joel Katzowitz
Maryann Platania
Dr. Arnold Derwin
Brian Nasemann
Marion Schwartz Kuritz

Supporters ($11 - $25)
Sheila Grauer Fay
Ed and Pam Ryan
Anonymous
Joanne Hanrahan
Henry Tiffany
Dr. Bruce & Judy
Raichlin
Seidberg
Jim & Marsha Wooster
David & Therese
Schoeneck
Neil Glickstein
Dianne Rifkin
Kirshtein
Claire Myers
Usiatynski

Brenda Krassenbaum
Widder
John Gilbert
Susan & Bruce Ross
John Wilson
Mike Page
Philip Goldberg
David Moyer
Hal McGrath
Shirley Rosen
Howard Woronov
Elaine Allen Sullivan
Marilyn Manheim
Aelene Fox Kellogg
Maxine Finkelstein
Jaffe

Neil & Devra

Gabriel Berkowitz

Cynthia Mahoney
Alice Kanthor Salita
Janet Edelberg
The Cummings Family:
Ginny, Rob, Kim,
Lauren & Meredith,
in memory of
Ronald Holmes
Carl Spagnola, in
memory of
Ronald Holmes

Friends ($5 - $10)
Carole Engel Gloadstone
Margaret Levy Miller
Carole Sorkin
Donna DeVore
Dr. Jill Bastable
John Laidlaw
Rita Fuchsman
Phyllis Kite Sgroi
Nancy Finch
Joan McClure
Gerald Ryen
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David Hoople, age 82, passed away on May 14, 2020. After serving 4 years
in the US Army, he graduated from Syracuse University. He spent his career in the
banking industry and served as CEO of the UHS Federal
Credit Union until
retirement. He is survived by his wife, Jean, and
sons Robert and Barrie.
Richard Wallace ('70) passed away in August of 2020. He was a resident
of Durham, North Carolina at the time of his death. He was retired from the
Duke University Medical School, having worked as a well-known and
beloved administrator/recruiter in the Department of Admission for Duke's
medical program.
Janice Stearns, age 79, passed away on December 16, 2020. She was a
graduate of Syracuse University. Janice is survived by her cousin, Polly
deLima Komar and her family.
Charlene (Selner) Grismore ('63) died on December 25, 2020. She earned
her degree in Physical Therapy from Boston University and was an accomplished rider and member of the BU equestrian team. Charlene worked for
many years as a physical therapist at the ARC of Onondaga. Surviving are
her husband, Ron; sisters, Sally Selner and Kay Price; and daughters Amy
Grismore and Dana Sizing. She was predeceased by her sister Patricia
Hughes.

Susan deLima ('65) passed away on January 1, 2021. She had attended
Colby College and Syracuse University. Sue owned Handworks Yarn
Shop in DeWitt for over ten years before pursuing a career in real estate at
TM Realty. She was an active member of the community and her church,
volunteering at their food pantry and helping to coordinate annual
fundraising efforts during the Syracuse Arts and Crafts Festival. She is survived by her mother, Pauline Komar, her husband Jeffrey Drew, children
Jennifer Rizzio, Carolyn Dabrowiak, Andrew Piron, Laura Makuch, and
stepson Brendon Drew.
Martha (Gabriel) Lange ('68) died on January 2, 2021. She worked at Upstate Medical Center for over 40 years as a Cardiac Echo Technician and,
most recently, for the Syracuse Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Martha is
survived by her
husband Christopher, son Jeff, and daughter Carolyn
Craig.
John Roblin, age 89, died on January 2, 2021. He was a graduate of Syracuse University and served in the U.S Navy from 1951-55. He worked
briefly for Boeing Aircraft in Seattle, but then moved back to Syracuse and
began his career in commercial real estate, mostly with Longley Jones. John
is survived by his son John and daughter Peggy Maroney. He was predeceased by his wife Mary and his sister Margaret "Peggy" Elam.
Robert Dunshie Jr., age 47, passed away on January 2, 2021. While at
Nottingham he played football for the Bulldogs. Later he coached his son
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and local youth teams in many types of sports in the Fort Myers, Florida
area. He was predeceased by his mother Susan and sisters Roxanne Davis
and Carrie Dunshie. He is survived by his wife Jennifer, son Andrew,
father Robert Sr., and sister Roberta Chandler.
Martha Lange ('68) passed away on January 2, 2021. She worked at Upstate Medical Center for over 40 years as a Cardiac Echo Technician and,
most recently, for the Syracuse Veterans Affairs Medical Center. Martha is
survived by her husband Christopher, her children Jeff, Carolyn and Craig,
and siblings Elizabeth and Arthur. She was predeceased by sister
Katharine.

Edward Weinstein ('47) died on January 2, 2021. Along with his father,
Ed owned and operated W.A. Harvey Sporting Goods on West
Washington Street in Syracuse, which was in business for over 50 years.
For the next chapter of his career, he ran the sporting goods and hardware
departments of Sears for over 30 years, retiring in 1991. He is survived by
his sons Lee and Larry. He was predeceased by his wife Selma.
Donna (Dellostritto) Jacobson ('65) died in January of 2021. Surviving
are her sons Mike, Fred, and Mark. No other information is available.
Joan Nill Howland, age 92, died on January 6, 2021. She graduated from
Wellesley College with a degree in psychology. Joan had been a librarian
in
Boston. Now a longtime resident of Skaneateles, she volunteered at
the library, taught Sunday school, and was active in the community. She is
survived by her children Jonathan, Lance, and Martha Smith.
Brian Stover ('64) passed away on January 9, 2021. Brian attended Syracuse University on a full scholarship. He owned a roofing company and
enjoyed playing golf, watching S.U. sports, and playing guitar. He is
survived by his daughters Pamela and Amy and sister Toby.
Carole Wasko, age 72, died on January 13, 2021. She was a Nottingham
High School teacher and head of the English Department. She also spent
time as the Bulldogs cheerleading coach during the 1970s. Carole held
several additional SCSD administrative roles, including night and weekend
school teaching to help non-traditional students.
Kathy (Zatony) Parquette, age 67, died on January 13, 2021. She and her
parents had escaped during ht Hungarian Revolution in 1956. Kathy
worked for the New York State Insurance Fund. She is survived by her
husband, Thomas, and daughter Christina Tracy, as well as three sisters
and a brother.
Eleanor Theodore, age 92, passed away on January 15, 2021. She was a
graduate of Syracuse University and S.U. Law School. She practiced law
for over 50 years, and for 36 of those years was Assistant Corporation
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Counsel for the City of
Syracuse. She was one of four members of the
building committee for the construction of the new St. Sophia's Greet Orthodox church in DeWitt. Eleanor was honored by several organizations in
her lifetime for her dedication and work, including the Pan Macedonia
Organization for her service to the church. She was predeceased by her
sister Dorothea in May of 2020.
Toddrick Rice, Jr., age 21, died on January 25, 2021. While at Nottingham he played varsity football. He is survived by his parents, Tokay
Wingate and Toddrick Rice Sr., and by his siblings Handsom, Todjaneek,
Toddricka, Jamar, Adonis, Ammadus, DeShund Jackson, Jr., Jaynesha
Hill, and Pretty Alexander.

James O'Neill, age 85, died on January 26, 2021. He was a graduate of
Syracuse University. Jim started working for his grandfather at MuenchKreuzer Candle Company ("Emkay"), where he worked his way up to
president of the company. He left Muench-Kreuzer to purchase
Mack-Miller Candle Company, which he ran successfully until he retired.
He was predeceased by his wife Penny and his sister Joyce "Lexie"
Haynes. Surviving are his children Stacey Balduf, Kelley O'Neill, James
O'Neill and Craig O'Neill.
Shirley Miller Kay, age 102, passed away on January 27, 2021. Her first
job was working for her father, a furrier in downtown Syracuse. In 1943
she joined the U.S. Navy Women's Reserves (WAVES). Upon her
discharge, she married Emanuel (Manny) Kay and started a family. For
almost ten years she worked at the
University of Maryland as an
office manager. Manny became ill and died in 1974, and eventually Shirley
went to work as an office manager for Menter Real Estate. She is survived
by her sons Jonathan and Jeremy.
Deborah Ann Cook, age 65, died on January 30, 2021. Debbie had a
successful career as a Workers' Compensation Specialist. She is survived
by her daughter Kayla, brother Don, and sister Cindy.
Renee Greenhouse Suslow, age 87, died on February 1, 2021. She was a
graduate of Sarah Lawrence College. Renee had a love for music and was a
skilled piano player. Renee is survived by her daughters Wendy Rudofker
and Lisa Wachs. She was predeceased by her husband Howard.
Alan Rothschild ('59) passed away on February 17, 2021. He was a graduate of Albany School of Pharmacy. He established medical supply and
home health care businesses. He also developed several real estate projects,
including Madison Irving Medical Center in Syracuse. Alan worked to
help establish the East Genesee Regent Association (EGRA) and served as
president for nearly 30 years. In
addition, he served as a member of the
board of directors of several non-profit agencies, including the University
Hill Corporation, the Rescue Mission Advisory Board and Syracuse Stage.
Throughout his life, he was a collector of antique cars, apothecary artifacts,
patent medicines and related items in order to create a reproduction of a
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complete 1900s apothecary shop. He donated the shop to the Milton Rubenstein Museum of Science and Technology (MOST) in 1989. In 1998,
Alan created the Rothschild-Petersen Patent Model Museum at his home in
Cazenovia. The museum housed the largest privately-owned collection of
United States patent models in the world, containing 4,000 patent models and
related documents. Models from the collection were on display at Euro
Disney in Paris, The Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C. and in a
traveling exhibit that visited museums throughout the United States. Alan and
his family were long-time benefactors of many Syracuse area organizations
including the Rothschild Early Childhood Center, Rothschild Adult Day
Services at Menorah Park, and the Rothschild Endowment in Family
Medicine at Upstate Medical University. Alan was predeceased by his
brother Lee. He is survived by his wife Ann, son David, and brother Gerald.
Roger Reid Jr. ('50) died on February 18, 2021. He earned three degrees
from S.U.: B.S. in Accounting, MBA, and M.A in Marriage and Family
Therapy. He served in the U.S. Navy during the Korean Conflict. His varied
careers included being a public accountant, an
independent insurance agent for over 30 years, a family mediator, and a
marriage and family therapist. He headed the Roger S. Reid insurance agency
and was active in insurance industry affairs, serving in leadership positions as
NY State President and National Vice-President of the Professional Agents
Association. Roger is survived by his wife Margaret (Maggie), son Mark,
daughters Carolyn Michalet and Diane Lyon, and step-sons Keith Horn and
Eric Horn.

Authur Brustein, age 69, passed away on February 23, 2021. He had
excellent culinary skills, worked in construction, and was well known for
Artie's Limousine Service and Artie's Taxi-Sedan Service. He owned an array
of unique cars,
including an Excalibur limo, a Corvette stretch limo, a
1960 Rolls-Royce Silver Cloud II, and a 1977 yellow Checker Cab that he
had refurbished. He enjoyed attending car shows and won many first-place
plaques. Artie is survived by his wife Rosanne and sister Lana Banbury.
Betsy-Ann Nelson Stone, age 87, died on February 26, 2021. She graduated
from Vassar, then did post graduate studies with the School for International
Training in Copenhagen and Oslo. She went on to earn her M.Ed from
Syracuse University. She taught in elementary schools and later, while raising her family, was a classroom volunteer and tutor. More recently she had
a second career as a personal banker, educating customers in personal
finance. During retirement, she was a docent at the Everson Museum. She
was predeceased by her husband Jim and her brother Jon Nelson. She leaves
behind her sons, Timothy and Nelson, and her sister Sue Roesgen.
Mary "Mitzi" (Brown) Esposito died on February 27, 2021. She worked at
Smith Corona and then at the Town of Manlius Assessors Office. She was
predeceased by her husband Joseph and their daughter Catherine Mary. She
is survived by her
children Karen, Carolyn, Lena, and Joseph.
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Gordon Sclar ('64) passed away on March 9, 2021. He was a graduate of
Syracuse University and earned his master's degree from S.U.'s Newhouse
School. He was a veteran of the US Army during the Vietnam era. Gordon
worked as the Promotion Director for many TV stations, including WIXT
in Syracuse. He taught a course at OASIS titled "Rabbit Ears". Most
recently he was the media relations director at the Syracuse VA hospital.
He was predeceased by his sister Diane. Surviving are his wife Anita and
daughters Jennifer and Emily.
Ellen (Roth) Rothschild, age 94, passed away on March 9, 2021. She was
a graduate of Syracuse University and a lifelong member of Amit Women,
Temple Adath Yeshurun, and the Temple Sisterhood. She was her family's
matriarch and historian. Ellen was predeceased by her husband Sidney and
their oldest son Joel. She is survived by her children Phil, Mark, and Tina.
Gretchen Ann Zimmer ('77) died on March 11, 2021. She earned a BA
from Syracuse University in fine arts and an MFA from New York University. She was a competitive equestrian. Gretchen is survived by her father,
Robert, and sisters Amy Britt and Catherine Crosby.
David Gregg ('58) passed away on March 18, 2021. He graduated from
Syracuse University, served in the US Army, and then taught high school
chemistry. Later, he worked as an
independent computer software professional. For several decades he served
as
financial secretary and webmaster for St. Alban's church in Syracuse
and was a 30 year volunteer at Meals on Wheels. He is survived by several
cousins.
Michael Myatt ('71) passed away on March 24, 2021. He graduated from
Saint Leo University in Florida with a degree in Sociology and enjoyed a
long and successful career as a furniture sales representative. He is
survived by his seven siblings and by his wife Mary Ann, sons Matthew
and Gregory, and daughter Jacqueline Brown.
Alta (VanDeuson) Raciti ('42) died on March 27, 2021. She worked for
New York Telephone as an operator, and later for Continental Telephone
Corp. in Liverpool. In later years she was Service Supervisor for K Mart in
Mattydale. Alta was predeceased by husband Rudy and son Richard.
Surviving are daughters Judy Mandel and Joy Raciti.
Malik (Gregory) Moody, age 62, passed away on April 7, 2021. He had
been a member of the Westcott Youth Organization. He is survived by his
father Shepard, children Rashadean, Barasheen, Zekiya, Ashanti, Tarallah,
and Hasheah. Also surviving are his sister Janet and brothers Rodney and
Ba-Rasheem (Jerry).
William Sweeney ('57) died on April 11, 2021. He was a graduate of Cornell and served as a lieutenant in the US Army. Bill spent his professional
career at Prudential where he was a top salesman and earned multiple
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awards. He is survived by his wife Rosie, sons William and Kevin, and sister
Barbara.
John Kaiser ('69) died on April 13, 2021. He served in the Vietnam War as a
US Navy Corpsman, after which he had a long career with the United States
Postal Service. John was predeceased by siblings Edmund, Barbara, Robert,
Stephen, and Michael. He is survived by his daughter, Suzanne Dunster and
by sisters Ann Reddick and Susan Andrews, and brothers Patrick and Paul.
Arthur MacKnight ('43) died on April 18, 2021. He served in WWII with the
Marine Corps. After the war, he earned a degree from S.U.'s School of
Architecture. In 1957 he founded his own firm, MacKnight Kirmmse
Architects. He was predeceased by his son Scott. Surviving are his wife,
Ellen, and sons Bruce, Steve, and Craig.
Stuart Boice ('70) passed away on April 19, 2021. He owned and operated
Sherman's Market, a corner store in the Westcott neighborhood. Stu became a
premier "Picker" before it was a recognized career. Also being a MOPAR fan,
it led to him buying and selling his treasures at many car shows. He was
predeceased by his brother George, but is survived by his partner of more than
20 years, Coreen Woolson. Also surviving are his son Shane and sisters
Nancy Hallock and Sandy Constantino.
Betty Webb ('72) passed away on May 17, 2021. She loved to serve her
Pentecost Evangelical church community. Betty retired from Blue Cross Blue
Shield after many years of service. She is survived by her mother; four sons:
Sedrin Webb, Terrence, Eric and Kyle Richmond; and five brothers.
Leon Tearney ('88) died on May 26, 2021. He had played on the Nottingham
football team. Leon went on to study mechanical drawing at OCC and was a
talented photographer. For 20 years he worked as a Teaching Assistant with
the Syracuse City School District. He is survived by his mother, Joyce; sister,
Maxine Burgin; children, Diamond, Jasmine, and Jonathon; and
step-daughters Britney, Courtney, and Brandi Binyard.
Betty (Smith) Miller, age 74, died on May 29, 2021. Betty began her career
in her senior year of high school with New York Telephone and retired as a
supervisor. She was predeceased by her brothers Thomas and Michael, and by
her sister
Constance. Surviving are her husband David, son Michael, and
daughter Cristen.
Robert "Bob" Coye ('50) passed away on June 3, 2021. He graduated from
Colgate University, then earned a degree in architecture from S.U. and a master's degree from SUNY Oswego. Bob proudly served in the U.S. Army. He
was a
computer drafting instructor at OCM BOCES for more than 20
years. He was predeceased by his wife Norma. Survivors include his partner,
Darlene Dunlap, and his sons, William and Robert.
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Betty (Flah) Granatstein, age 98, passed away on June 5, 2021. She was a
graduate of Cornell and earned her master's degree at S.U. Betty worked for
the NYS Department of Labor as a bilingual employment counselor. She
volunteered for many community organizations and was active in several
sports. She and her late husband Gordon were involved in the Flah & Co.
clothing store family business. She is survived by children Nancy, David, and
Judy.
Robert Allen Sassoon ('69) died on June 13, 2021. He attended Northeastern
University. For many years he worked in retail businesses, including his own
in Worchester, Massachusetts. He is survived by his brothers Lewis and
Howard. He was predeceased by his brother Jay.
Raymond Weisbond, age 94, died on June 14, 2021. He served in the U.S.
Navy during WWII. Afterwards, he earned his bachelor's degree at Syracuse
University and went on to Yale Law School. As a lawyer, he specialized in
copyright law and
communications and entertainment media. He was an
expert skier and a professional ski instructor. Raymond is survived by his
wife Mary (Mimi), and daughter Eden.
Alan Goldberg ('47) died on June 24, 2021. He was a graduate of Syracuse
University and the S.U. College of Law. Alan was a practicing litigator for
more than 50 years and was a partner in the Sugarman Law Firm. He served
as President of the Bar Association in 1986. Surviving are his wife Barbara
and daughters Ann Wolkoff and Margery Kratz.
Robert Millstein, age 87, died on July 23, 2021. Bob served in the U.S. Air
Force. He remained a lifelong resident of Syracuse and spent his career in the
office products industry as sales manager for Seymour Simon, Inc. He is
survived by his wife Carole and their children Jeffrey, Susan, and Stephen.
He was predeceased by his sisters Anita Groth and Barbara Feinberg.
Kristen Oja ('08) passed away on July 29, 2021. She was a graduate of Syracuse University. Krissie's career in hospitality management included her
work as Catering Manager with Sodexo at Menorah Park and, more recently,
as Business Office Manager at Peppino's Restaurant and Catering Company.
She donated hundreds of hours to Syracuse Chargers Track Club events and
she was an active member of the Board of Directors of the Jonathan Cancer
Fund. She is survived by her parents David and Linda, companion Nick
Wood, son Nicholas Jack Wood, brother Matthew, and twin sister Katie.
Joseph (Mickelson) Mitchell ('53) passed away on July 31, 2021. He lived
in Florida for many years before relocating to California earlier this year.
While at Nottingham, he enjoyed participating in chorale groups. He was
predeceased by his wife Joann (Morabito) Mitchell, a former Nottingham
math teacher. He is survived by sons Eliot and Barry and sisters Rosalind
Menter and Phyllis Shamus.
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Elaine Laffer Gingold, age 77, passed away on August 3, 2021. She was a
graduate of Buffalo State and earned her master's degree in education from
SUNY Oswego. She taught several different grades in the North Syracuse
school district. Elaine was also a member of the Labrador Mountain Ski
Patrol for 54 years. She served on the board of directors, as a teacher and ski
patrol trainer, and as a volunteer in the emergency clinic. She is survived by
her husband, Richard, and their sons Brett and Peter.
Gary Robertson, age 66, passed away on August 7, 2021. "GeeDog/Mad
Dog" played football and basketball at Nottingham High School. He worked
as a laborer throughout Syracuse and Florida. He loved to travel and meet
new people. Gary is survived by his significant other, Lucy Scott, and siblings Maryann, Rick, Julia, and Willie.
Sharon (Feidler) Tuthill, age 71, died on August 20, 2021. She had worked
for Van Duyn as a long-term care clerk for 25 years and, after retirement,
worked at Sam Rao Florist. She was a member of Master Gardeners of CNY.
She is survived by her
husband Raymond, brother Robert, and sisters
Cynthia Feidler and Deborah Cree.
Robert Stanton ('48) died on August 21, 2021. He worked as a machinist for
General Electric for 39 years. During the 1960s Bob built the car wash on Rt
57 at John Glenn Blvd., spending evenings and weekends on maintenance.
That business allowed him to send his children to college and retire early. He
was an amateur genealogist and local historian, with a special interest in L.
Frank Baum, who was his 3rd great-uncle. His wife Helen predeceased him.
Surviving are his son, Thomas, and daughters Becky Kopper, Kathleen Stanton, and Marjorie Stanton.
Kevin Curry, age 55, died on August 20, 2021. He played on Nottingham's
football team. Kevin went on to serve in the military, then earned degrees in
Travel and Tourism and Criminal Justice from Bryant & Stratton College.
He had a long career in hotel and hospitality management. He is survived by
his brother Eric.
Louise (Schiffman) Carriera-Zayas, age 75, passed away on August 26,
2021. She earned her BSN at Syracuse University, leading her to pursue a
rewarding career as a registered nurse at Johns Hopkins Hospital in
Baltimore, among other places. Surviving are her husband Luis and brother
Zachary Schiffman,
Alan Powell, age 45, died on August 27, 2021. Known as Big Al or Drizz, he
enjoyed using his skills to put furniture together for his sister. He loved dogs,
old school hip hop, and barbecue…making smoked ribs and made his own
sauce for special occasions. He was predeceased by his father, Paul, but is
survived by his mother, Jean, and his sister Yolanda.
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Linda (Fox) Fine ('62) died on September 3, 2021. She attended Fredonia
State College and Syracuse University. She worked at The White House
professional building in Fayetteville, NY as the office manager for over
20 years. She and her
husband, Jerry, ran "Photos by Fine". Many
Nottingham reunions were memorialized by their wonderful group photos.
In addition to Jerry, Linda is survived by her daughters, Amy and Dana,
and her brother Allen.
Allison Green Hill, age 61, died on September 3, 2021. She was a
graduate of Syracuse University. A world traveler, Allison held supervisory and sales positions at USAirways. Prior to that, she was a staffer in the
Syracuse Mayor's office. Surviving are her mother, sisters Jamie Green and
Tammy Wilde, and son Rory Green-Askew.
Elizabeth Tiffany Garfield ('43) passed away on September 3, 2021. Betty was a graduate of Syracuse University. Her husband's career took them
to Pennsylvania, Michigan, and Virginia, and then back to Pennsylvania
for 45 years. While raising a family, she became involved in community
activities and volunteer work wherever she lived, including serving with
Family Services in Philadelphia and working with inner city kids in the
Detroit Public School system. Betty was honored as a longtime volunteer
at St. Clair Hospital in Mount Lebanon, Pennsylvania. She was predeceased by her husband Frederick. Surviving are her brother Henry, sons
Fred and Leonard, and daughter Constance Krause.
Almando "Mando" Martinez, age 34, passed away on September 7,
2021. He played on both the football and lacrosse teams at Nottingham. He
graduated NTTS in 2010 with top honors. Mando became a Centro Bus
driver, which he loved. He is survived by his parents, Linda and Ivan, son
Aidan Johnson, daughter Skye Martinez, step sister Rosa Pickard, step
brother Ivan Jr., and special friend Suzanna Padilla.
Lewis Kuppermann ('51) passed away on September 13, 2021. He studied at Syracuse University and had a successful career in retail, leading
him to own Winters, an exclusive men's store. Later, he had a second career in the temporary staffing business. Upon retirement, he became very
involved in the local community, including starting the very popular
Manlius Informed Lecture Series. He is survived by his wife, Anita, and
their two sons.
Editors' note: Lewis was a past member of the Nottingham Connection
Editorial Board.
Linda (Herman) Pringle ('66) died on September 28, 2021. Linda found
her calling as a Special Education teacher in the New York City schools
where she taught for many years. Health challenges in recent years
required she move to assisted living.
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Rose (Cosentino) Epolito, age 97, died on October 4, 2021. She worked for
the Syracuse City School District for more than 30 years as a cashier and
bookkeeper in the Nottingham High School cafeteria. She was predeceased
by her husband Larry, but is survived by her six children.
Shari Burley-Works, age 31, passed away on October 6, 2021. She was
outgoing, loved listening to music and dancing. Most of all she enjoyed
spending time with her children whom she loved dearly. She was
predeceased by her father, Ronnie Burley and her sister, Brandy Colton.
Surviving are her husband, Rayshon Works, sons Zaireon and Kanarie
Works, her mother, Lonnie Colton-Burley, and brother, Ronnie Burley, Jr.
Russell Sampson, Jr., age 76, passed away on October 8, 2021. Russ taught
social studies for over thirty years at Levy Middle School, where he helped
develop the Gifted Education Program for seventh and eighth grade students.
He also coached girls' basketball and softball at various CNY schools.
Surviving are his wife, Margo, and sons Russell and Michael.
Ronald Holmes ('57) died on October 9, 2021. He was known as a talented
athlete in his early years, playing football, basketball, and receiving a full
scholarship to Syracuse University for baseball. He went on to earn his
master's and CAS certification from S.U. as well. Ron was a Social Studies
teacher and coach for the West Genesee School District for 35 years. He was
predeceased by his sister Dorothy. Surviving are his wife of 58 years Ellen,
his daughters Lisa and Allyson, brother James, and sister Gwen North.
James Massad, age 86, died on October 9, 2021. He was a veteran of the
U.S. Army. Jim taught chemistry at Nottingham in the 1960s and later at
Henninger High School. He was an avid golfer and enjoyed tending bar for
the Bellevue Country Club. He loved to travel with his wife and daughter,
together visiting every continent except Antarctica.
Joseph Ross, age 53, died on October 19, 2021. Joey was a welder at Snyder
Brothers and O'Brien and Gear. He also worked at Empire Car Wash, the
Candle Factory and Burger King. He was predeceased by his sister Debra,
mother Donella, and father Gerald. Joey is survived by two sons, Joseph and
Dennis, his companion Esther, brother Gerald, twin brother James, and
sisters Diane Mejias and Dixie Updike.
Marion Back ('52) passed away on October 20, 2021. She was a gifted pianist and cellist, performing with the All City Orchestra. She was predeceased
by her sister Nancy Lanza. Surviving are her brother George and sisters Joan
Back and Linda Stith.
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Anne (Dawson) O'Malley ('45) passed away on October 26, 2021. She
was a graduate of St. Lawrence University. Anne worked as a social worker for
Onondaga County and for the Syracuse City School District for
many years. She also worked for the Jamesville DeWitt School District for
thirteen years until her retirement. She enjoyed some 90 or so years of living seasonally and enjoying Otisco Lake at the Dawson Family Camp, built
by her grandfather in the early 1900s. Anne is survived by her sister
Cynthia Darrigan, sons Michael, John, and Peter, and daughter Cindy
Debbold.
Gwenette "Sissy" (Gandy) Voyadgis ('70) passed away on November 2,
2021. She had worked as a hairdresser in downtown Syracuse and in the
Fayetteville area. She had a love for art and cooking. Sis is survived by her
husband, Peter Voyadgis ('66) and children Aristotle Voyadgis and Athens
Pellegrino.
Elizabeth (Dawson) Oot Blackwood, age 93, died on November 5, 2021.
"Bette" graduated from Vassar College and married her Nottingham High
School sweetheart, Albert ("Pete") Oot, Jr. They had five children, all of
whom survive her: Martha Van Oot, Christopher Oot, Peter Van Oot, Laura
Oot-Sheridan, and Betsy Van Oot. Bette enjoyed the outdoors, sports,
playing bridge, and entertaining. After the death of her husband in 1976,
she eventually married Terence Blackwood, who also predeceased her, in
2017.
Victoria (Hickman) Harris ('61) passed away on November 19, 2021.
Vicki worked at the Syracuse Police Dept. for several years in the Records
Division, and later at Upstate Medical Center. She was predeceased by her
first husband,
Raymond Hubbard, and her second husband, Paul Harris, to whom she was married for 37 years. She is survived by a son,
Clayton Hubbard, and two step-sons, Brian Harris and David Harris.
Joseph Robert Pfohl, age 68, died on November 21, 2021. After high
school Rob moved to Lake Tahoe, where he excelled as a talented skier,
accomplished
hang-glider, and skillful stone mason. He later returned
to Syracuse where he worked at Allied Sign Company, a business founded
by his father. Rob is survived by his siblings Stephen, Christopher, Nancy
(Pearson), Patrick, and Michael.
Karen (Lapidus) Burwick ('72) died on November 27, 2021. She had a
degree in social work from Syracuse University and had worked at Planned
Parenthood as a counselor and educator. She and her husband loved to travel and went on many adventures to exotic locations. She was pre-deceased
by her husband John Burwick and her brother Steven Lapidus. She is
survived by her daughter Emily Burwick and sister Barbara Lapidus.
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Patricia Ann (Fay) Northup, age 86, passed away on November 29, 2021. She
worked as a keypunch operator at Smith-Corona before meeting her husband,
Robert B. Northup, Jr. (Tim). She devoted herself to being a caring mother and
dedicated homemaker. Pat's compassion and empathy made her an ideal caregiver
not only to her family, but to all in need. She was predeceased by her husband and
by her brothers, Howard and Michael Fay. Surviving are her brother John, son
Robert B. Northup III, and daughters Mary Young, Kathleen Taylor, Theresa
Northup, Laurie Laris, and Patricia Northup.
Jonathan Skipworth ('81) died on December 4, 2021. He was a retired custodian
from the North Syracuse School District. His passions were cars and music. He is
survived by his daughters Letonia Walker and Tatiana Wilson; siblings James
Skipworth, Jr., Shelia Mends-Aidoo, Theresa Whitlock, and Undrea Skipwoth
Beard.
Richard Cohen ('67) passed away on December 4, 2021. He graduated from
Syracuse University with a degree in accounting and was a practicing accountant
with his father in their firm for many years. He was a co-trustee of the Leonard and
Irwin Kamp Foundation which supported many Jewish organizations in our community. He was predeceased by his sister Lori. He is survived by his brother
Stephen, wife Nancy, sons Mark, Eric, and Lyle, and daughter Kristine.
Patricia (Mollach) Cassidy, age 59, passed away on December 5, 2021. She had a
Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from SUNY New Paltz and lived for many years in
NYC working in the magazine and fashion industries. Pat ultimately decided to
pursue photography and earned her Masters of Fine Arts from Louisiana State
University. Back in NYC she taught photography at Parsons School of Design-The
New School. Pat retired to Beacon NY in 2014. She was predeceased by her father,
Francis. Surviving are her mother, Kathryn, and sisters Jennifer Rice and Martha
Stackhouse.

We remember with honor and respect those
who have passed before us.

REMINDER
If you would like to receive your “Connection” digitally,
PLEASE
snail mail your email address to
“The Connection” 3100 East Genesee Street, Syracuse,
NY 13224 or
respond to nottalum@hotmail.com
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TREASURER'S REPORT 2021
Balance on 12/31/2020 …………………… .$13,907.78
Total Donations in 2021 …………… $ 9,921.13
Publishing/Mailing Expenses 2021 $ 1,843.86
Other Expenses in 2021 ……… … $ 789.62
(2021 NHS yearbook; computer assistance;
office and meeting supplies; bank
account charges; donation to 2021 senior class
(unable to have fund-raising activities due to
Covid-19.)
Grants to Teachers 2021 ………. .
*(see note)

$ 3,752.69

Total Expenses 2021 ……………… $ 6,386.17
Balance on 12/31/2021 …………… $17,442.74

*NOTE: Due to the (COVID-19) need for virtual teaching and
other demands on their time, NHS staff was not able to follow through
with their grants which had been awarded in 2019. Funds from those
grants were used in 2021.

Reminder: All donation checks should be made out
to Nottingham Connection, 3100 East Genesee
Street, 13224, as we have our own account with a
local commercial bank. This will ensure a correct
deposit. (We are not a tax-exempt organization, but
this does not have a major impact on our expense
account.)
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STAY CONNECTED
Please keep The Nottingham Connection coming.

Here's my donation:

_____ Friend ($5-$10)
_____ Supporter ($11-$25)
_____ Advocate ($26-$50)
_____ Patron ($51-$100)
_____ Benefactor (over $100)
Contributors will be listed in our next issue. If you wish to remain
anonymous, please check here ____
Make checks to Nottingham Connection and Mail to:
The Nottingham Connection,
3100 E. Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13224.
email: nottalum@hotmail.com
Please visit our web site: http://nottingham-connection.org

Friend us on FACEBOOK http://www.facebook.com/nottalum
Check here _____(email address: _______________________________)
if you would prefer receiving future issues of the
Nottingham Connection online. You will be notified when each new edition is available.
Email Address:_________________ _____________________
Please update my listing (or add this person):

Name (incl. maiden name if applicable)
_______________________________________________
Street Address; __________________________________
City, State, Zip ___________________________________
Telephone: ______________________________________
Email: __________________________________________
Year of graduation ________________________________
Editor’s note: Donations are used to pay for publishing, mailing The
Nottingham Connection, and to support current projects at Nottingham HS.
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